
  

 

March 2017 

NEWS and VIEWS 

Restoration Update. 

 

Our contractors, Kirtext, have now been on site at St Benedict’s for 
just over a month.  The first few days were spent moving furniture and  
protecting as much as possible inside the church. Once fully protect-
ed, the floor boards at the front of the church were lifted revealing 
what we had suspected, rotten joists, especially in front of the Lady 
Chapel and a little more surprising in St George’s Chapel. 

The broken and decayed floor tiles were then removed and the floor 
dug out so that construction could begin.  As I write this all the       
preparation for the new floor has been completed and the tiler Is  
about to start work. Although you may think that the tiles are laid to a 
simple pattern, it takes quite a time and very careful planning to make 
sure that the pattern of red and black tiles laid on the diagonal is laid 
correctly. Have you spotted the one tile that is out of place at the back 
of church? 

 Whilst all the preparation has been taking place to lay the new tiles a 
team of builders has been removing the paint from the stonework.  

This has not been easy but very gradually the form of the arches has 
been revealed and for the first time I noticed that all the capitals to the 
pillars are different. They are beautifully carved with intricate patterns 
of different sorts of leaves. 

The removal of the paint has also revealed  wall paintings in the north 
and south aisles in the roundels. Some are rather blurred, others a  
little clearer. My favourite is the sunflower in the central roundel  in the 
south aisle. 

At our January P.C.C. the scheme to retile the floor was extended to 
include the central aisle and we were pleased to get a Faculty (church 
planning permission) to enable this work to take place. 
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PCC MEETING – OCTOBER 2016 
 

At the meeting held on 31 October, PCC discussed: 
 
SAFEGUARDING – an update was received on information sent out to 
all groups that hire the Bede Hall.  PCC was also given information on 
training sessions to be held for Safeguarding Co-ordinators. 
CHURCH SCHOOL – a detailed report was received from the Chair of 
Governors, particularly regarding the school’s changing to an Academy 
and becoming part of a Multi Academy Trust.   
MUSIC/CHOIR -  Josh Xerri, the Director of Music attended the    
meeting and reported on the choir and music  
FINANCE – PCC agreed salary increases for 2017, no increase to hire 
charges for the Bede Hall, no increase to local PCC fees and           
payments for weddings and funerals, and that other PCC local fees for 
weddings and funerals remain (eg flowers, organ and bells  maintenance). 
R&R PROJECT – PCC received updates on level of funding in R&R 
Fund and approved the next stage of the project and also the temporary       
closure of St Benedict’s for the duration of the building works. 
FABRIC – PCC Received a detailed fabric report from David Crathorne 
(Chair of Fabric).   
MEMORIAL BENCH – PCC approved that permission be requested 
from the Archdeacon to replace the memorial bench with one          
purchased via local fund raising. 
ADVENT FAYRE – PCC was informed that Olwyn Grainger and Pat 
Roberts would retire from organising this event after several years. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS – reports were received from Cheerful      
Givers, proposing donations up until February 2017. A report was also 
received from DCC.  
 

PCC MEETING – NOVEMBER 2016 
 
At the meeting held on 28 November. PCC discussed: 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL – PCC received a report from Ann Stone. 
FINANCE – PCC received and approved a balanced budget for 2017. 
FABRIC – PCC received a detailed Fabric Report from David 
Crathorne.  PCC approved additional lighting and trunking in the      
Children’s area and external power points for Christmas lighting.  PCC 
also approved Christmas pathway lighting, a quotation for the           
installation of a fence at the Bede, the purchase of a new radio               
microphone, the installation of a wall safe at St Benedict’s, the                      
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installation of a grab rail in the men’s toilet and the acceptance of a 
quotation for grass cutting at the Bede. 
TEAM VICAR VACANCY – PCC discussed the Parish Profile. 
CHURCH WEBSITE – PCC received updates on the new website. 
MUSIC FESTIVAL – PCC agreed that the next festival would take 
place 23 – 30 September 2017. 
 

PCC MEETING - JANUARY 2017 
 
At the PCC meeting held on 30 January 2017, PCC discussed: 
 
SAFEGUARDING – Laurie Gainer had attended diocesan training. 
CHURCH SCHOOL – report received from Ann Stone 
FABRIC – report received from David Crathorne.   PCC approved     
additions to the current contract with Kirtex to replace tiles under carpet 
in aisle and to strip the paint from the pulpit.   PCC also approved that 
handrails be provided to the steps between the Nave and the Chancel.   
HEALTH AND SAFETY – PCC approved that Roy Wootton be appointed as 
Health and Safety Officer and were informed that a group is working 
towards a Health and Safety Policy.  
WAR GRAVES – PCC approved a request that the War Graves    
Commission be permitted to erect a sign near the entrance to the 
churchyard stating that there are war graves in the churchyard at no 
cost to PCC. 
PORTUGUESE ALMS DISH – PCC agreed to extend the agreement to 
display the dish at the Barber Institute. 
REGISTERS – PCC agreed that hand written copies of entries in the 
Marriage Registers 1778 – 1812 and Baptism Registers 1759 – 1797 
be displayed in the History Room at the library (originals at Stafford 
Records Office).  It was also agreed that completed service registers 
and PCC minutes be stored at the Records Office. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS – reports were received from the DCC, the 
Social Committee and a detailed report with photographs was also   
received from Sarah Mullen, Children’s Worker.      
 
Shirley Wall 
PCC Secretary 
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Forthcoming Events for 2017—2018 
 

Saturday, July 1st:    
 

 “Summer Concert of Popular Classics” 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Saturday, September 23rd  - Saturday 30th  

 
The “Wombourne Music Festival” featuring: 

 
 The Kenfig Hill Male Voice Choir 
 The Wombourne School of Music 
 Local School Choirs 
 The return of “Josh Xerri & Friends” 

The Jackfield Brass Band  - “Last Night of the Proms 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 Friday 15th December 
 

“Christmas Concert”  
featuring Tantallon Choir 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
March 2018 

 
                         The National Flute Orchestra 

 
 

Tickets for these events will be 
on sale soon 
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Lent Groups. 

This Lent we have organised House Groups 
on the theme of  “Receiving Christ.” Each of 
the  five sessions focuses on a different    
aspect of our faith. 

Receiving Christ as children of God 

Receiving Christ in the stranger and the needy 

Receiving Christ in Holy Communion 

Receiving Christ through Prayer and Fellowship 

Receiving Christ in hope of glory. 

Each session lasts about 90 minutes and includes contributions from 
some well-known Christians including the Pope and leaders of the   
Salvation Army, a bible reading and questions to make us think and to 
enable discussion. 

If you would like to join a group they are at:-  

Joy Waistell’s on a Wednesday afternoon 

Anne Freeman’s on a Thursday afternoon 

Chris and Nigel Welch’s on a Tuesday evening 

The Vicarage on a Wednesday Evening 

Please contact the host if you would like to go. 

Ecumenical Lent Lunches in March 

 

12noon for prayer 

12.30 for a simple lunch of soup, bread and fruit. 

With voluntary contributions going to charity 

 

Tuesday 7th March St Bernadette’s 

Tuesday 14th March URC 

Tuesday 21st March Venerable Bede 

Tuesday 28th March Kings way 

Tuesday 4th April Common Road Methodist Church 
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Don’t forget we have activities for children running regularly 
at  

St Benedict’s Church and the Venerable Bede  
Sunday Club  Aimed at Primary School age children (younger       
children are welcome with an adult) Sunday 10.15 in the  Wombourne 
Institute (next to St Benedict’s Church) A fun session with crafts,      
stories and games. No charge. 
Little Fish  Mondays 10-11 during term time (normally in St  
Benedict’s Church but during the restoration work we are going to be 
based at the Bede)  This group is for babies/toddlers and their carers.  
We do crafts, singing, stories and play!  No charge. 
Playmates  Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30-11.30 at The Venerable 
Bede.  A group for babies/toddlers and their carers.  Loads of play and 
fun.  This group is run by Carol Godwin. A small charge applies. 
Messy Church Once, on a Sunday afternoon during each half term 
at the Venerable Bede.  Crafts, fun, worship and food this is for all the 
family.  No charge. 
For further information please contact Sarah on 07702376169 or       
sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

 

Sunday 19
th

 March 

Trouble at the Farm 

3.30pm till 5.00pm 

At the 

  Venerable Bede 

 

 

 

To book a place please contact  

Sarah 07702 376 169 

Thank You. 

At the beginning of February we 
were lucky enough to receive a 
donation that has enabled us to 
buy a portable electric piano for 
use at St Benedict’s. Josh, our 
Director of Music is delighted and 
the piano will help both with choir 
practices and at our services. 

 

Also……. 

Thank you to all those who have 
helped with furniture moving at 
the Venerable Bede over the last 
five weeks. Your help has been 
much appreciated. 

                                    

                                       Paul 
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 St Benedict’s and the Venerable Bede 
Mothering Sunday 

26thMarch 
 

10.30am Family Communion with special activities in Sunday 
Club 

and the blessing of flowers 

(Location of this service will be advised nearer the date.) 

Quiz Night 

St Benedict’s Music Festival Committee is holding a 
QUIZ NIGHT (plus fish and chip supper) at the Bede Hall 

on Saturday 25th March (7.00pm for a prompt 7.30pm start) 
Teams of 4 (max.) Tickets £8 each incl. supper are available from 

Janet Lailey, Pat Roberts and Hilary Moore.  

Birmingham 2017  “Hidden Treasure”    

 Inner life and Solidarity Friday 28 April - Monday 1 May, 2017                               

 In cooperation with the local churches of the city, the international and 
interdenominational Taizé Community will be leading a young adult 
gathering for 16-35 year olds in Birmingham over the Early May Bank 
Holiday weekend, 28 April - 1 May 2017.   Also a one day   programme 
for 16-18 year olds.                                                                              
Further details and news of the event can be found at www.taize.fr/birmingham 

St. Benedict Taize worship 

   If you would like to experience the Taize form of worship  (lasting      
approximately half an hour) don’t forget that we hold our own Taize  
service once a month at St Benedict’s, usually on the second Sunday 
evening of the month. For details please refer to our weekly information 
sheet or ring Susan Williams on 01902 326529. 

http://www.taize.fr/birmingham
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CHURCH CONTACT NAMES AND NUMBERS (01902 except as indicated) 

Revd Preb Paul Brown       892234                     Revd Charmaine Host 01384 298627 
 
Childrens worker                                                    Church Wardens 
Sarah Mullen                     07702376169               Roy Wootton                 896937 (BB) 
                                                                               Derek Bryant                 896991 (BB) 
Laurie Gainer (Reader)     895849            Peter Cartwright            895765 (VB )             
Susan Williams( Reader)  326529                          Margaret Springthorpe 893116(VB) 
               
Parish Administrator :                    PCC Secretary :          Shirley Wall 
Maxine Banner                  897700         PCC Treasurer :          Martin Garrington 

BENEDICT and BEDE NEWS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 

 
Items for inclusion in the May 2017 bulletin must reach us by 17th April 

 
 

Please contact: Sylvia Cowling - 01902 892691 or Joyce Hodgetts: 01902 894758 
 

We welcome items by email but please send only Publisher, Word or plain text. 
wombournebulletin@gmail.com 

 Amazing Grace 
Geoff Pritchard  -  was a faithful member of the congregation at the 8 am   
service at St Benedict’s but chronic ill health meant many hospital admissions 
over the past 2 years, but Geoff was delighted to continue to feel part of our 
church through pastoral team visits, congregation prayers, the Service 
Sheet ,the Bulletin and Grapevine. 
Geoff never complained and was always deeply grateful for the care he       
received from hospital, District Nurses and Care Home Staff.  He constantly 
looked forward to returning to church.   
During his Christmas Communion, Geoff spontaneously and perfectly, read 
aloud the Gospel passage.  
 At his funeral service “Amazing Grace” was played.  The grace of God was 
working through Geoff, may he now rest in peace. 

A Thankyou from Carol Porter 
 

Although I am still having to put drops in my eye and am still unable to drive, 
the operation worked and I have to return to the Eye Infirmary on April 3rd. 
My leg/knee is also improving very slowly. 
I would like to thank everyone for all their prayers over the last few weeks. It is 
a lovely feeling.  
                                                                             Carol 


