Readings from the Holy Bible for a Funeral

You can choose a bible reading as part of the service if you would like one.
Some popular choices are offered below.

From John 6

Jesus declared, “| am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”

At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, “l am the
bread that came down from heaven.” They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘| came
down from heaven’?”

“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. “No-one can come to
me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and | will raise him up at the
last day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’
Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. No-one
has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the
Father. | tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. | am the bread
of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is
the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. |
am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live for ever. This bread is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the
world.”

From John 11

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed
at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died. But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of

him." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to

her, "'l am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world."



From John 12

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them,
"The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just
a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.

From John 14

Jesus said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.
In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you.
| am going there to prepare a place for you.

And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where | am. You know the way to the place
where | am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are
going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “| am the way and the
truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me.”

From John 20

But Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the
head and the other at the foot.

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and | don’t know where they have put
him.” At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise
that it was Jesus.

“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have put him, and | will get him.”

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means
Teacher).

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet returned to the Father. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.”

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “| have seen the Lord!” And she
told them that he had said these things to her.



From Matthew 5

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them,
saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”Blessed are the
meek, for they will inherit the earth. "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will be filled.”Blessed are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when people revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

From 1 Corinthians 15

Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept. For
since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own
order: Christ the first-fruits; afterward they that are Christ's, at his coming. Then
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule, and all authority, and power. For he
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death.

But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they
come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die. And that
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may
chance of wheat, or of some other grain: but God giveth it a body, as it hath pleased
him, and to every seed his own body. So also is the resurrection of the dead: it is
sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is
raised a spiritual body. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and
this mortal shall have put on immortality; then shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.



From 1 Peter 3

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade — kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In
this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith — of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire — may be
proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ
is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to
come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out
the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing
when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. It
was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when
they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels
long to look into these things.

From Revelation 7

| looked and there before me was a great multitude that no-one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of
the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

All the angels were standing round the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshipped God,
saying: ‘Amen!’

Praise and glory, and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength, be to
our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes — who are they, and where
did they come from?” | answered, “Sir, you know.”

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, “they
are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who



sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never
again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For
the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to
springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

From Revelation 21

| saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was
seated on the throne said, “I| am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

He said to me: “It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and
the End. To him who is thirsty | will give to drink without cost from the spring
of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and | will be his God
and he will be my child.
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