
 PLEASE TAKE THIS NOTICE SHEET HOME AND PRAY WITH US 

Pray that we may recognise God with us in the world 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God with us.”   Matthew 1: 23 (NRSV) 

Pray that we may appreciate the wonder of God coming into the world to share our 

lives.  Pray that we may recognise him in those around us each day and in the 

wonderful things done in his name. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Those who have asked for our prayers: Marc Reynolds, Sylvia Jenkins, Ann,  

Geoff Pritchard, Sue Pessall, Sue, Julia McCormack, Jenny Nicholson, Bob Reynolds,  

Matthew Wilcox, Mary Carpenter, Gary Morris, Amanda Slater and Peter Hodges. 

Those who have died recently and their families: John Arnold, Clarissa Booth,  

Sheila Collier, Patricia Smith and Ernest Lloyd.  

 

If you, or one of your family or a friend would like visiting by the clergy or prayers to be 
said in connection with any matter which is causing anxiety, such as illness, 

bereavement or a moment of crisis, please contact the Rector. 

C hristmas  H o me C o mmun ion s  
Please let the Rector or Wardens know if you know of anyone who is unable to get to 

church over the Christmas period and who would like their Communion at home. 

15th January 2017  This will be our first Sunday when St Benedict’s will be closed for 
restoration work.  It is expected that the work will take around ten weeks.  All our 
services will be at the Venerable Bede for this period. On a Sunday the services will be 
at 8.00am and 10.30am.    Evensong and Taizé prayer will be at their usual times. 

The New Church Website can now be accessed at www.stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 
While being fairly basic at the moment, more information will be added over the 
coming months and it will become the place to go to find anything about the parish 
church and its involvement with the local community. 

Our Christmas charity collections this year will be for  
‘Classroom in the Clouds’ - a Charity supporting children in Nepal trying to  

improve the lives of children in rural areas. 

 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent – 18th December 2016 

WELCOME 

If you have come to a communion service and you are accustomed to receive in your 
own church or chapel, you are very welcome at our altar. If you are not a 

communicant member of a church but would like an individual blessing, please bring 
a service booklet to the altar rail at the time of communion. 

8.00am Holy Communion (said)        
 10.30am Parish Communion    

Sunday Club: 10.15am at the Hand-in-Hand   

Lay Assistants (8) Susan Williams           (10.30) Vicky Bratt, David Crathorne 
Servers (10.30)  James Turner, Tara Brown  
Sides (8) Gillian Wilcox                          (10.30) Margaret Hatton, Shirley Wall,  
               Sheila Fellows, Angela Pickering 
Offertory Janet Lailey                       Intercession Joyce 
Hodgetts  
OT Lesson Roy Wootton   NT Lesson Christina Forder Blakeman   Gospel Mike 
Frost  

Please join us for coffee after the 10.30am service 

9.00am Parish Communion   

Lay Assistant Peter Cartwright       Intercession Margaret 
Springthorpe Sides Meryl Thomas, Jean Caswell  
OT Lesson Maureen Boyce             NT Lesson David Boucher       Gospel 
Clergy  

 CHURCH OF ST BENEDICT BISCOP and 
THE  CHURCH OF THE VENERABLE BEDE 

Our Churches are members of the Smestow Vale Team Ministry 

TEAM RECTOR: Revd Preb Paul Brown  (01902) 892234 
Licensed Readers: Laurie Gainer, Susan Williams 
Children’s Worker Sarah Mullen  07702 376169 
Churchwardens:  Roy Wootton (01902) 896937   
                            Derek Bryant (01902) 896991 
                          Peter Cartwright, Margaret Springthorpe 
Director of Music: Josh Xerri  
Parish Administrator:   Maxine Banner (01902) 897700 
Notice Sheet Co-ordinator: Freda Taylor (01902) 893736 or 
                                              email: wombrook@fredabtaylor.plus.com 
Church website: www.stbenedictbiscop.org.uk       
Email: parishoffice@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 
E prayer chain: stbenedictbiscopprayerchain@gmail.com 
 

The Parish Office will be closed from Friday 23rd December  
until Tuesday 3rd January 2017 



Collect   Eternal God, 
    as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
    so we wait for his coming in glory; 
    bring us through the birth-pangs of this present age 
    to see, with her, our great salvation 
    in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 7:10-16 (NRSV) 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.’  
But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.’  
Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David!  Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted.’  
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
New Testament Lesson   Romans 1:1-7 (NRSV) 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Through Christ we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,  
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.  All: Alleluia. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSV) 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said,  ‘Joseph, son of David,  do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:  
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with us.’  
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had 

  borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

  

 

 
            
 
 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Mon 19 10.00am Little Fish Christmas activities at St Benedict’s 
  Bellringers: 7.30-8.00 beginners; 8.00-9.00 experienced ringers 

Tue 20 9.30am Holy Communion at St Benedict’s 

  2.00pm Funeral of Sheila Collier at St Benedict’s  SW 

  7.00-8.00pm Churches Together Carol Singing at Sainsbury’s 

Wed 21 9.00am Morning Prayer with special prayers for the sick—St BB 

  1.30pm Christmas Workshop at the Venerable Bede 

Thu 22 11.00am Holy Communion at the Venerable Bede 

Fri 23  7.00pm Choir practice at St Benedict’s 
Sat 24  Christmas Eve 
   At St Benedict’s 
  4.00pm The First Crib Service 
  5.30pm The Second Crib Service 
  7.30pm  Carols for Christmas Eve 
  11.30pm Midnight Mass 
Sun 25  Christmas Day 
    At St Benedict’s 
  8.00am  Holy Communion 
  10.30am Family Communion 

    At The Venerable Bede 
  9.00am Family Communion  

There will be no midweek Eucharists on Tuesday and 
Thursday between  
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 

 
 

 
    

 
 


