
 

 The Second Sunday of Lent – 12th March 2017 

WELCOME 

If you have come to a communion service and you are accustomed to receive in your 

own church or chapel, you are very welcome at our altar. If you are not a 

communicant member of a church but would like an individual blessing, please bring 

a service booklet to the altar rail at the time of communion. 

8.00am Holy Communion (said)        

 10.30am Parish Communion     

7.00pm Taizé Prayer    

    Sunday Club: 10.15am at the Hand-in-Hand   

Lay Assistants (8) Rosemary Griffiths (10.30) Janet Lailey, Joy Waistell 

Servers (10.30) Angela Plant, Sam Elphick  

Sides (8) Stan & Joy Capewell                          (10.30) Allan & Pat 

Roberts,  

                                                                                         Nigel & Ann Stone 

Offertory David & Chris Crathorne         Intercession Roy Wootton 

OT Lesson Bever ley Tyer          NT Lesson Keith Whittaker      Gospel  Angela 

Plant   

Please join us for coffee after the 10.30am service 
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Baptism and Confirmation Preparation for Young People 
Do you know anyone in school years 5, 6 or 7 who would like to be prepared either for  

Baptism or Confirmation? Our course starts on Tuesday14th March at the Wombourne Institute. 
Details available from the Rector or Sarah. 

 



Collect    Almighty God, 
    by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
    may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 
    and by following in his Way 
    come to share in his glory; 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Lesson   Genesis 12:1-4a (NRSV) 
The Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing.  
I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’  
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
New Testament Lesson   Romans 4:1-5,13-17 (NRSV) 
What are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh?  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. For what does the scripture say?  ‘Abraham believed God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now to one who works, wages are 
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works 
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.  
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation.  
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law 
but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 
us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. 
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. The Lord is a great God, O that 
today you would listen to his voice. Harden not your hearts.  
All: Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 3:1-17 (NRSV) 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 

 



 the kingdom of God without being born from above.’  Nicodemus said to him, 
‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  
What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not 
be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.”  The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.’  
Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?  Very truly, 
I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do 
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.’    
This is the Gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
  
 
 
            
 
 
  
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

Morning Prayer Monday to Saturday 9.00am at the Venerable Bede  

(Wednesday: prayer for individuals on sick list) 

 Holy Communion 9.30am Tuesday at the Venerable Bede  

11.00am Thursday at the Venerable Bede 

 SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY,  19TH MARCH  2017 – LENT 3  

St Benedict’s and The Venerable Bede:   

8.00am Holy Communion         10.30am Parish Communion      

Sunday Club: 10.15am - Hand-in-Hand 

 



 PLEASE TAKE THIS NOTICE SHEET HOME AND PRAY WITH US 

Pray for the redemption of the world 
“God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.”  John 3:17 (NRSV) 

We often criticise the world and its leaders.  Pray that instead, by our words and 

our lives we may be agents to transform the world - part of God’s salvation for the 

world through Jesus Christ. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Those who have asked for our prayers: Marc Reynolds, Ann, Sue Pessall, Sue,  

Jenny Nicholson, Matthew Wilcox, Gary Morris, Lucy Watson, Helen, John Rhodes, 

Hilary Watson, Wendy Ryan,  Olwyn Grainger, Amanda Slater, Jean Porter,  

Stella Fairhurst, Miles, David Kingston and Sean Lake.  

Those who have died recently and their families:  John Melville Hutt, Charles Yates,  

 Rosemary Dear, Mary Mansell and Ronald Leslie Prior. 

If you, or one of your family or a friend would like visiting by the clergy or prayers to be 

said in connection with any matter which is causing anxiety, such as illness, 

bereavement or a moment of crisis, please contact the Rector. 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Today  3.30-5.00pm Messy Sunday - ‘Trouble at the Farm’ at the Ven Bede 
Mon 13  9.00am Morning Prayer at the Venerable Bede 
  10.00am Little Fish Toddler Group at the Bede 
  2.00pm Dayspring at Bede 
  7.30pm Team Council 
Tues  14 9.00am Morning Prayer at the Venerable Bede 
  9.30am Holy Communion at the Venerable Bede  
   followed by Greater Staff meeting 
  12 noon Lent Lunch at the United Reformed Church 
  5.30pm Young People’s Confirmation preparation at the Wombourne Institute 
Wed 15  9.00am Morning Prayer with special prayers for the sick—Ven Bede 
Thurs 16  11.00am Holy Communion at the Venerable Bede 
  7.30pm Paul’s painting party at the Venerable Bede 
Fri 17         7.00pm Choir practice at Bede 

Lent House Groups continue this week 

St Benedict’s Music Festival Committee is holding a  QUIZ NIGHT 
(plus fish and chip supper) at the Bede Hall on Saturday 25th March 

(7.00pm for a prompt 7.30pm start)     Teams of 4 (max.)                
Tickets £8 each incl. supper are available from Janet  Lailey, Pat Roberts  

and Hilary Moore.     (Bring your own drinks and glasses.) 

We will be ordering ‘The Real Easter Eggs’ for £3.99 each.  
If anybody would like to place an order please contact Sarah on 07702 376169. 


