
  

 

November 2017 

NEWS and VIEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Benedict Biscop 

 
 

Remembrance  
Sunday 

 
Sunday 12th November 

 
Parish Communion with the  
Civic Act of Remembrance 

 
10.30am 



2 

 

 Tongues of fire 
The Bishop of Stafford’s pastoral letter for November 2017  
 
Back in the summer I was reading some accounts concerning a        
particularly sad problem in one of our churches where some of the 
members are not getting on with one another. At the same time on the 
television screen there were pictures of the devastating forest fires that 
swept across parts of Europe and I was reminded of some verses from 
the Letter of James:  
‘How a great  forest is set ablaze by a small fire!  And the tongue is a 
fire… no one can tame the tongue – a restless evil, full of deadly      
poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
those who are made in the likeness of God’ (James 3:5ff).  
As always, scripture gets to the heart of the problem and challenges 
us. If only we could be better at thinking about what we are going to 
say before we say it, so much upset could be avoided and relation-
ships healed rather than broken down. The kind of threats that some 
leaders of nations make reported in the world’s press have no place in 
the Christian Church. 
 We have to be prepared to make a stand and if necessary tell our 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ when what we are hearing them say is 
unacceptable to us, but try to settle our disagreements in an agreeable 
way and use our common Baptism in Christ as the ground for          
appropriate discussion in language that aims at reconciliation – and is 
acceptable to God.  
But it is not just the spoken word that can cause offence and           
misunderstanding and make bad situations ever worse. If James were 
writing now he might well add that social media, email or text can 
equally become inflamed into a roaring inferno and lead to a situation 
getting completely out of hand. If only we paused and thought about 
how we would feel if we were to receive the text or email we are about 
to send!  
In a recent survey undertaken by Young Minds and The Children’s  
Society 83% of young people think that social media companies should 
do more to tackle cyberbullying. The survey of over 1000 people aged 
11-25 showed the extent to which this bullying takes place. Some 48% 
said they had experienced threatening, intimidating or nasty messages 
and 20% had personal, private or embarrassing information being 
shared publicly. However, 60% said that despite all of this social media 
had a positive effect on their friendships and could help to promote 
good mental health for young people.  
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These are important issues and we cannot shrug them off and say 
they are someone else’s problem because they start with you and me. 
How we relate to each other does have an impact on those around us 
and through them goodness or disagreement spreads out into the  
wider community. Listening to gossip or saying unpleasant things 
about another member of our church family or failing to challenge    
unacceptable comments gives a passive acceptance  to the kind of 
attitude and behaviour that causes bullying like that highlighted in the 
survey. It also turns people away from the Church because they think 
(with some justification) that we are hypocritical – and Jesus reserved 
his strongest condemnation for those he judges as ‘hypocrites’. We 
need to express our opinions with care.  
The English author Edward Bulwer-Lytton coined the adage ‘The pen 
is mightier than the sword’ and in this month of Remembrance it is 
good to be reminded that good communication is a more effective tool 
than direct aggression. But we also have to remember that bad     
communication – spoken, written or through social media – can result 
in unhappiness and violence and ultimately even war.  
At most Services of Remembrance we make an Act of Commitment to 
‘pledge ourselves anew to the service of God and our fellow men and 
women: that we may help, encourage and comfort others, and support 
those working for the relief of the needy and for the peace and welfare 
of the nations’. Perhaps our starting point should be thinking more 
about what we are going to say or write or text or email or place on our 
social media before we actually do it!  
 
With best wishes and every Blessing,  
 
                                                         + Geoff November 2017  
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Reflections……… 
 

Last Year I enjoyed reading Ken Follett’s historical novel “World  
without End”. Set in a Cathedral City against the background of the 
beginning of the Hundred Years war and the Black death, I found it 
difficult to put down.  One of the many things I remember about the 
book, is the horror of the Black Death, the plague which devastated 
the community, wiping out whole families in an instant. 

The human suffering was immense, the monks ran away but the 
nuns stayed, caring for the sick and dying in the best way they knew 
how. One consequence of the devastation was that people left their 
money to the Abbey and its riches and community work increased 
tremendously….. 

 

I first learnt about the dissolution of the abbeys at School, I had been 
to see the ruins at Rievaulx in North Yorkshire, but I think that it was 
only recently when I discovered that at the beginning of Henry 
eighth’s reign there were some  650 Abbeys and religious institutions 
in England and that they owned almost a quarter of the land.  Land, 
that was, in the main, left to them by benefactors in their wills. There 
were well published abuses but much of the wealth generated by the 
land went to funding their social and community work. Work, that was 
lost when Henry divided up the spoils. 

 

The beginning of November is the season of remembrance. We give 
thanks for the lives and examples of the saints, our own loved ones 
and those who sacrificed so much in time of war. 

It is a time when we reflect on the past and those who have           
influenced our lives. Reflections that may lead us to think about what 
we ourselves might leave to our families, friends and communities. 

 

National Will Week has much helpful advice including the surprising 
statement that “ Three quarters of Britons regularly give to charity in 
their lifetimes, yet only 6% currently include a charity when writing a 
Will.” Many charities rely on bequests to fund their work, and without 
those bequests many would have to curtail or cease many of their 
activities. 
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The church is no exception, a gift can be an expression of your    
gratitude and thanksgiving towards God and it can help keep your 
local church and its activities alive. 

 

November is a good time to think about our own legacy, to make 
sure that we have made a will and that it is up to date and perhaps 
after we have made provision for our loved ones we may consider a 
bequest to charity to enable them to continue their valuable work. 

 

                                                                              Paul Brown 

 

                                                           

Thank You 
 
To all those who contributed to our 
Shelter Box Appeal at harvest.   
£1486 was raised for the victims of 
man made and natural disasters.       
 

Pastoral Group 
Our Pastoral group continues to meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month following Morning Prayer. If you have missed any   
member of our Church Family please let the Rector know.   
 
 

Prayer Chain 
 

Don't forget that we have a prayer chain, if you have any concerns 
that you would like support with. 
The e mail address is on the Weekly notice sheet. 
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. 
Childrens  Christmas 

Workshop 
 

 
 

Thursday 21st December 
2pm-4pm  

At The Venerable Bede.  
 £2 per child. 

 
      

 
 

Come and have 
some  

Christmas fun. 
 
 

 
Messy Church 

 
Sunday 19th. November  

  
3.30 pm—5.30pm 

At the Venerable Bede 
 

 
Come along and 

make a family  
advent calendar 

along with  
other activities , 
worship and tea 

 
 

 
For more information or to book a place please contact Sarah  

 on 07702376169 or email sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org. 

   
  

 Benedict Biscop and the Venerable 
Bede      

 

Advent Fayre                  
 
 

Saturday 2nd December 
 

10.00am till 12.00noon  
 

AT THE CIVIC CENTRE 
 

 Everyone welcome   tickets £2.00 
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Swinging into Christmas” 
 

Featuring 
 

Voices of Tantallon 
 

Friday December 15th 2017 … 7:30pm 
 

at St Benedict Biscop Church 
 

A concert of music taken from the latest programme  of 
Voices of Tantallon  

 which includes a wide variety of genres from Jazz, Pop,  
Classical numbers  and West End musicals. 
Mulled Wine and Mince pies at the interval 

followed by a selection of Traditional Christmas Carols and Songs of 
Christmas both old and new……... Something for every one to help 

welcome in the Christmas Season 
 

Tickets £10      (on sale soon ) 
 

Further information at www.stbenedictbiscop.org.uk/music festival 

Advent Fayre:   
Nigel Welch would like donations 
of any bottles of drinks from  
champagne to water for the Bottle 
Tombola at the Advent Fayre. 
 If you can help please bring them 
to Church or give him a call on 
01902 324111.  

St John Swindon 
 
 
 

   
 
 The Advent Carol Service 

Sunday  3rd December 
At 6.00pm 
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CHURCH CONTACT NAMES AND NUMBERS (01902 except as indicated) 

Revd Preb Paul Brown       892234                     Revd Charmaine Host 01384 298627 
 
Childrens worker                                                    Church Wardens 
Sarah Mullen                     07702376169               Roy Wootton                 896937 (BB) 
                                                                               Derek Bryant                 896991 (BB) 
Laurie Gainer (Reader)     895849            Peter Cartwright            895765 (VB )             
Susan Williams( Reader)  326529                          Margaret Springthorpe 893116(VB) 
               
Parish Administrator :                    PCC Secretary :          Shirley Wall 
Maxine Banner                  897700         PCC Treasurer :          Martin Garrington 

BENEDICT and BEDE NEWS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 

 
The next issue will be produced in February and available  early in March 2018. 

 
Please contact: Sylvia Cowling - 01902 892691 or Joyce Hodgetts: 01902 894758 

 
We welcome items by email but please send only Publisher, Word or plain text. 

 
wombournebulletin@gmail.com 

St Benedict Biscop 

 
 

Sunday 5th November 
All Souls tide 

 
 6.30pm 

 
A service of  

Prayer and Thanksgiving 
for the bereaved 

Welcome to ………. 

Nichola Scott Worthington who 
joins us as head teacher at St 
Benedict Biscop school at the  
beginning of this half term. 

Please remember Nichola and 
the school in your prayers 

And finally……. Just a reminder that we are signing off until the 
next edition due out in March 2018. 
So we would like to take this opportunity to say ‘We hope you all 
have a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year ‘ 
 
                                                 Best wishes Joyce and Sylvia. 
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