
 

 The Second Sunday before Advent – 19th November 2017 

WELCOME 

If you have come to a communion service and you are accustomed to receive in your 
own church or chapel, you are very welcome at our altar. If you are not a 

communicant member of a church but would like an individual blessing, please bring 
a service booklet to the altar rail at the time of communion. 

8.00am Holy Communion (said)            10.30am Parish Communion 
   Sunday Club: 10.15am at the Hand-in-Hand   

Lay Assistants (8)  Carol Porter                     (10.30) Janet Lailey, Chris 
Welch 
Servers (10.30) Heather Yeates, Martin Willetts 
Sides (8) Tony & Veronica Bridgewater        (10.30) David & Chris 
Crathorne,                   Jim & Pat 
Griffiths 
Offertory Olwyn Grainger                                           Intercession  Roy 
Wootton 
OT Lesson Gill Sadler      NT Lesson Maureen Boyce      Gospel  Nigel Welch 

Please join us for coffee after the 10.30am service 

  
9.00am Parish Communion  

Lay Assistant  Brian Glover     Intercession Peter Cartwright                  
Sides David Boucher  
OT Lesson Laurie Gainer         NT Lesson Margaret Springthorpe     Gospel 
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Wednesday Midday Prayer in Advent at the Church of the Venerable Bede 
(A time for quiet in the busy days before Christmas) 

Midday Prayer will be held from 12 noon to 12.30                                          
on Wednesday 6th, 13th and 20th December.  

This is a short, quiet service including 10 minutes for silent prayer.  
for silent prayer 



Collect   Heavenly Lord, 
   you long for the world’s salvation: 
   stir us from apathy, 
   restrain us from excess 
      and revive in us new hope 
      that all creation will one day be healed 
   in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
   
Old Testament Lesson    Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 (NRSV) 
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has     
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.  
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people 
who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord 
will not do good, nor will he do harm.’  Their wealth shall be plundered, and 
their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great 
day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the 
Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.  
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a 
day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the 
lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk 
like the blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be 
poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung.  
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the 
Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a 
full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.              
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.  
 
New Testament Lesson    1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (NRSV) 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anything written to you.  For you yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  When they say, ‘There is 
peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!  But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief;  for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness.  So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get 
drunk at night.  But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a  helmet the hope of salvation.  For God 
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live 
with him.  Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed 
you are doing.      This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.   All: Alleluia! 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 25:14-30 (NRSV) 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said, ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.  The one who 
had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made 
five more talents.  In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 
more talents.  But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  After a long time the master of 

 



 those slaves came and settled accounts with them.   Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
“Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.”  And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 
two more talents.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you 
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed;  so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.”  But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy 
slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I 
did not scatter?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest.  So 
take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.  For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

Morning Prayer Monday to Saturday 9.00am at St Benedict’s  

(Wednesday: prayer for individuals on sick list) 

 Holy Communion 9.30am Tuesday at St Benedict’s  

11.00am Thursday at the Venerable Bede 

 SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY, 26TH NOVEMBER 2017 - CHRIST THE KING 

St Benedict’s:  8.00am Holy Communion    10.30am Parish Communion    

 3.00 & 4.00pm Holy Baptism  

 The Venerable Bede: 9.00am Parish Communion  

Sunday Club: 10.15am - Hand-in-Hand 

 



 PLEASE TAKE THIS NOTICE SHEET HOME AND PRAY WITH US 
Pray that we may always use our talents in God’s service 

“To all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  Matthew 25: 29 (NRSV) 
“Use it or lose it!”  The old slogan sums up what Jesus was saying.  Pray that we 
may, by the grace of God, recognise the gifts he has given us, and be ready and 
willing always to use them to his glory and for the good of his creation, including 
humankind. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Those who have asked for our prayers: Andrew Pouney, Sue Oakley, Tony Hearne, 

Beryl Sadler, Edna Kelly, Marjorie Martin, Fred Latimer and Bob Reynolds.  

Those who have died recently and their families: Betty Veronica Brocklehurst, Raymond 

Cope, Kathleen Pitchford, Brenda Millington, Brian Paul Baird,  

George Henry Collier, Leslie Ronald Charles Boyman and Reginald Harry Butler. 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
                    9.00am Monday to Saturday - Morning Prayer at St Benedict’s 
Today: 3.30pm Messy Sunday for Advent at the Venerable Bede 
Mon 20  10-11am Little Fish Toddler Group at St Benedict’s   
Tues 21  9.30am Holy Communion at St Benedict’s 

  7.30pm Churches Together Committee meet at the URC 

Wed 22  9.00am Morning Prayer with special prayers for the sick—St Benedict’s 
Thurs 23  11.00am Holy Communion at the Venerable Bede 
  1.00pm Brian Baird’s funeral at St Benedict’s 
  7.30pm Fabric meeting at Roy Wootton’s 
  8.00pm Wives’ Group at Bede – Christmas traditions (Chris Welch) 
Fri 24  7.00pm Choir practice at St Benedict’s 

ADVENT FAYRE – SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER 
Nigel Welch would like donations of any bottles of drinks - champagne to    

water for the Bottle Tombola at the Advent Fayre. If you can help please bring  
them to Church or give him a call on 01902 324111. 

David Crathorne would like any unwanted DVD’s or CD’s. 

           Food Collection for The Well (The Wolverhampton Foodbank)                           
We should like to send food in time for Christmas. If anyone would like to 
make a donation of food (any dried or tinned), especially Christmas food such 
as Christmas puddings, biscuits, mince pies – these would be most welcome at 
St Benedict’s and the Bede on Sunday 26th November.   
                               Thank you for your continued support.  

Children’s Society Boxes Would box holders please bring them in to church 
during November/December, or if need be phone Bob Plant on 07812 357499 
and he will collect them.     Thank you. 

Grapevine magazines will be ready for distribution a week early 
this month, on Thursday 23rd November instead of the last Thursday.  


