
 

The Fifth Sunday after Easter – 29th April 2018 

WELCOME 

If you have come to a communion service and you are accustomed to receive in your 
own church or chapel, you are very welcome at our altar. If you are not a 

communicant member of a church but would like an individual blessing, please bring 
a service booklet to the altar rail at the time of communion. 

8.00am Holy Communion (said)        
 10.30am Parish Communion    

Sunday Club: 10.15am at the Hand-in-Hand   

Lay Assistants (8) Carol Porter                    (10.30)  Teresa Guest, Joy Waistell 
Servers (10.30) Heather Yeates, Colin Prior 
Sides (8) Liz Richardson                            (10.30)  Joan Parker, Barbara 
Hilditch,  
                 Geoff & Annette Truby     
Offertory Anne Freeman         Intercession Chris Welch 
OT Lesson Anne Freeman            NT Lesson Richard Green            Gospel  Susan Hill 

Please join us for coffee after the 10.30am service 

9.00am Parish Communion 
6.30pm Evening worship before the Church Annual Meeting   

Lay Assistant Brian Glover                                Intercession Laurie Gainer 
Sides David Boucher 
OT Lesson Peter Cartwright          NT Lesson Maureen Boyce                Gospel Clergy  

Please join us for coffee after the service 
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CONFIRMATION 
Interested in exploring Confirmation?  

Please see the Rector or one of the Wardens. 



Collect   Risen Christ, 
     your wounds declare your love for the world 
     and the wonder of your risen life: 
     give us compassion and courage 
     to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
     to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
First New Testament Lesson  Acts 8: 26-40 (NRSV) 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.)  So he got 
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to 
this chariot and join it.’  So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’  He 
replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in 
and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the 
earth.’  The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’  
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came 
to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent 
me from being baptized?’  He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.         
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God 
 
Second New Testament Lesson  1 John 4: 7-21 (NRSV) 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 
Son into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that 
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known 
and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us 
in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; 
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love 
God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 
love their brothers and sisters also.        

 



 This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  All: Alleluia.    
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 15: 1-8 (NRSV)  
All:  Glory to you, O Lord 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-
grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 
bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing.  Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.’       
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

Morning Prayer Monday to Saturday 9.00am at St Benedict’s  

(Wednesday: prayer for individuals on sick list) 

 Holy Communion 9.30am Tuesday at St Benedict’s  

11.00am Thursday at the Venerable Bede 

 SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY, 6TH MAY 2018 – EASTER 6    

St Benedict’s:  8.00am Holy Communion   

10.30am Parish Communion with Holy Baptism         6.30pm Evensong      

The Venerable Bede: 9.00am Parish Communion with ministry of healing 

Sunday Club: 10.15am - Hand-in-Hand 

 

The Rector’s new email address is:  prebpbrown@gmail.com 

mailto:prebpbrown@gmail.com


 PLEASE TAKE THIS NOTICE SHEET HOME AND PRAY WITH US 

Pray that we may remain in Christ 
“Apart from me you can do nothing.” John 14: 5b (NRSV) 

Just as agents draw their authority from the organisation of which they are part, so 
Christ’s disciples draw their authority from him.  Pray that we may never be 
separated from Jesus Christ, and so be enabled to do the work to which he has 
called us. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Those to be married this week: Mark James Hill & Rebecca Louise Greenaway. 

Those who have asked for our prayers: Andrew Pouney, Jan Glover, 
Olga Barrow-Collins, Tony Surman, Kim Dudley, Sarah Stephenson, Tony Jones, 

 Joy Brandrick, Alan Price, Bernie Pickering and Maisie. 
Those who have died recently and their families: Maria Georgette Selwyn, Paul Butler, 
Lesley Renwick, John Thomas Rogers, Joseph Edward Fanthom and John William Brooks.                                                                                             
If you, or one of your family or a friend would like visiting by the clergy or prayers to be 

said in connection with any matter which is causing anxiety, such as illness, 
bereavement or a moment of crisis, please contact the Rector. 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
9.00am Monday to Saturday - Morning Prayer at St Benedict’s 

Today  3.30pm Messy Church at the Venerable Bede - 
  The Risen Jesus tells Peter to “Feed my Sheep” 
Mon 30  10-11am Little Fish at St Benedict’s 
Tue 1 May  Philip and James, Apostles 
  No Morning Prayer or service of Holy Communion (The Patronage Board 
  is meeting at the Venerable Bede to consider the application for the post 
  of Team Vicar at Trysull and Bobbington) 
  8.00pm Baptism preparation at the Wombourne Institute  
Wed 2  9.00am Morning Prayer with special prayers for the sick – St Benedict’s 
  9.30am Pastoral Group meet 
Thurs 3  11.00am Holy Communion at the Venerable Bede 
  5.30pm St Benedict’s School Governors meet 
Fri 4   11.00am Maria Selwyn’s funeral at St Benedict’s  PB 
  7.00pm Choir practice at St Benedict’s 
Sat 5  4.00pm Mark Hill & Rebecca Greenaway marry at St Benedict’s (o c) PB 
 

Church Annual Meeting 
Reports on the activities of our two churches are available at both churches 
for you to read before this evening’s meeting. Please remember the life of our 
two churches (and the Team Ministry) in your prayers. 

Afternoon Tea 
The Afternoon Tea at the Venerable Bede raised £600 for the Flower Festival 
and over £100 was promised in sponsorship.  

 Thank you to everyone who supported the tea. 


