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BEDE & BENEDICT NEWS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
Items for inclusion in the September bulletin must reach us by 13th August 

Please contact: Sylvia Cowling - 01902 892691 or Joyce Hodgetts: 01902 894758 
 

We welcome items by email but please send only Publisher, Word or plain text. 
wombournebulletin@gmail.com 

CHURCH CONTACT NAMES AND NUMBERS (01902 except as indicated) 

Revd Preb Paul Brown            892234                    Church Wardens 
                                                     Hilary Moore  892856 (BB) 
Revd Charmaine Host             01384 298627        Derek Bryant  896991 (BB) 
 
Childrens Worker :                                             Peter Cartwright             895765 (VB) 
Sarah Mullen.                         07702376169.             
 
Laurie Gainer (Reader) 895849  
Susan Williams (Reader)          326529                                   
                                                                PCC Secretary: Shirley Wall 
Parish Administrator:  
Maxine Banner                       897700                   PCC Treasurer: Martin Garrington 
 

Fun, games, crafts and Bible stories! 
 

7th August –David and Goliath  
 ‘The little boy who becomes brave with the help of God’                    

“Shields, Swords and Shooters” 
 

14th August—Water into wine.   
Jesus goes to a  wedding and does something exciting with water.                        

“Science experiments” 
 

21st August—Jesus heals a blind man.   
Can you imagine what its like not being able to see?   

 “Blind fold games” 
 

28th August—Sadness to joy.  “An eggciting time”  
 

£2 per session.  At the Venerable Bede 2-4 pm 
 

For more information and to reserve your place please contact Sarah on 
07702376169/email sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

Holiday workshops for children 4-11 years 
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July 2019 

NEWS and VIEWS 

   

The Bishop’s Pastoral Letter for June 2019 

 

Last September the Secretary-General of the United Nations made an       
impassioned plea to the UN General Assembly on the need to act to combat 
the threat of climate change. His speech is necessary reading for us all and 
can be found here; 

A key quote is as follows; 

“Climate change is the defining issue of our time – and we are at a defining 
moment. We face a direct existential threat. Climate change is moving faster 
than we are – and its speed has provoked a sonic boom SOS across our 
world. If we do not change course by 2020, we risk missing the point where 
we can avoid runaway climate change, with disastrous consequences for 
people and all the natural systems that sustain us.” 

Reading Antonio Guterres’ speech in the light of the recent Extinction        
Rebellion protests in London and the widespread strikes by schoolchildren, I 
am struck by the synchronicity between the Secretary General’s call to action 
and these examples of direct action in response. 

Incredibly, there are still pockets of climate change deniers, but just as       
dangerous are those (well represented in the national media) who are keener 
to portray protestors as misguided and even members of an ‘eco mob’ , than 
to salute them for prioritising the future of our planet over the comfort of their 
armchairs. 

What is our Christian response to this climate emergency, which threatens 
the very sustainability of God’s good creation? 

It is good to see former Archbishop, Rowan Williams, lending his active     
support to Extinction Rebellion. Each of us should be reviewing our own    
capacity to voice our own care and concern for God’s world, alongside     
making the lifestyle changes that enact that concern, whether it be giving up 
meat and/or flying (the two biggest single contributions we can make to    
planetary sustainability), cutting back on car use, switching to green energy, 
or reducing our consumption of consumer goods. 

                                                                            (continued……...page 2) 
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At the last Diocesan Synod, our commitment to pursuing this agenda was 
demonstrated by the unanimous passing of the Diocesan Environmental 
Policy and Action Plan. One specific initiative within this is ‘Eco Church’ 
which is a highly commended way of heightening environmental awareness 
in every parish. 

Another positive means of engaging is through worship, especially by  utilising 
the national church resources available for Creationtide ( September 1st to 
October 4th). Given the lead young people are giving on this issue, obvious 
opportunities arise for intergenerational activities and worship. 

Let the Rebellion begin!                         

                                                                             +Clive Wulfrun. 

            
    Little Fish for babies, 
    toddlers and their carers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come along to our teddy bear’s  
picnic on Monday 15th July from  
10 am at the Venerable Bede.    

Lots of fun activities.   
Everyone is welcome. 

.    
. Contact Sarah for more information on 07702376169  

sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 
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                              Stained Glass 
Continuing on from the last publication where I described the left 
hand lancet in the stained glass window in the north aisle at the 
west end (above the hospitality corner) I am now going to describe 
the central and right hand lancets.  The central one contains St 
Benedict Biscop with many aspects of what he did and the right 
hand one contains a grozing iron and nails. 
In the central lancet St Benedict is holding up a trowel in his right 
hand, this is to show that he was a builder of monasteries. His first 
was started in 674 and built in the Pre Romanesque style. This had 
certain privileges thanks to a grant from Pope Agatho. 
The second monastery was built in Jarrow and in 685 Ecgfrith 
granted St Benedict land south of the River Wear. It was separated 
from the monastery and would be known as Sundered Land. Bene-
dict wanted to build a model monastery for England sharing his 
knowledge of his experience of the church in Europe. It was the first 
ecclesiastical building in Britain to be built of stone and the use of 
glass was a novelty of 7th century England 
Above his head are the initials BB in Celtic script intertwined with 
each other. 
In his left hand he is holding a chained book signifying his great li-
brary. He took five trips to Rome to buy books for the library and 
amassed around 250 books. These were mostly service books but 
also included were Scripture, Classical and Secular works 
Around his waist is a knotted rope to show that he was a monk 
The right hand Lancet shows a Grozing Iron. These are pliers with 
serrated jaws, one flat and one curved. They are used by glaziers 
to break and finish glass in a controlled manner. 
With the Grozing Iron are four nails as would be used in the making 
of Stained Glass. St Benedict is the patron Saint of Stained Glass 

Intercessory prayer for those who are unwell 
or who are going through and difficult time is a very important part of our 
ministry. Names can be written in the black intercession book which is 
usually kept in the Lady Chapel or on one of the prayer cards that can be 
pinned to the prayer board. It is fine just to use a first name if preferred. If 
the named person is to be prayed for in public worship please ensure that 
you have asked for their permission. We pray for them for four weeks in 
the first instance. If continued prayer is requested please either let the 
Rector, Susan, Laurie or Freda (for the Newsheet) know. 
It is always helpful to have news of those we are praying for. ..Paul Brown.   

Intercessory Prayer 


