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NEWS and VIEWS 

 

Stewardship Campaign Report 

 
Following a poor year financially in 2018 the PCC were unable to set a 
balanced budget for the current year. 

The Rector wrote to Church members on the Electoral Role to explain 
that due to falling income and increasing costs we needed to undertake a 
Stewardship campaign to address shortfalls in our required income.  

The PCC had made several prudent cuts in expenditure which had 
helped but these were not sufficient to maintain our mission. With this in 
mind a Stewardship Campaign was launched in March and everyone was 
asked to review their giving. 

The response was very positive. 75% of the people contacted responded to 
the request and 52% of these increased their giving.  

We have received 99% of the promised regular donations and 93% of 
promised lump sum donations. 

The excellent response has raised approximately £15,000 in extra funds 
this year to allow us to move forward with a balanced budget and to  
continue our mission in Wombourne. 

 

 

The Rector and the PCC are very grateful to all who responded in 
such a positive way. 

                                                                                      

                                                                                           Nigel Welch 
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Wombourne 11 th Annual Music Festival 2019  

 

It is now a week since the end of this year’s musical extravaganza 

and lasting memories remain of the whole series of events which 

The Committee hope have brought pleasure and enjoyment to a large 

proportion of the village community and beyond. 

 

The Cosford Military Wives Choir:- We were treated to a beautiful 

opening concert given by a group of ladies who sing with their hearts – 

just as much as they sing with their heads. It was not a sombre evening by 

any means, but their repertoire certainly did pull at our heart strings, and 

revive our memories – there was a Review of The Sixties after the break. 

Furthermore there was also some audience participation with the audience 

being encouraged to sing in “rounds”. Altogether it was a beautiful evening 

at the end of a beautiful day. 

 

On Monday, The Wombourne School of Music came to entertain us over 

tea & cakes. We had a pianist/singer (a recently arrived member of the 

team) who sang some popular “standards”, and a pianist who played a 

Chopin Nocturne. 

 

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday were occupied with Local Schools who 

amazed us with their talent, ability and enthusiasm. All three concerts were 

very good, and were well attended by both parents and grandparents. The 

schools involved were as follows:- Blakeley Heath Primary, Belle Vue 

Primary, St. Benedict’s Primary, Wombourne High School, Westfield 

Primary, and Highfields School. Collectively they offered us a wide range 

of songs – both spiritual and popular – with only one duplication:- “Roar”, 

quite appropriate for young voices ! 

 

Friday saw somewhat of an innovation to the festival programme when we 

were introduced to Shaun Vegas who brought Elvis Presley to life for us 
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once again. Shaun was accompanied by a large band of his regular 

followers. His interpretation of classic Elvis songs, enhanced by a change of 

sparkling outfits, had all the church tapping their feet and Rector Paul 

joining in the Conga. 

 

On Saturday, The Jackfield Brass Band led us in a superb Last Night of the 

Wombourne Proms . The church was filled with suitably- dressed 

promenaders who were more than willing to respond to the skill of The 

Band under the baton of their lively conductor, David Maplestone. 

Although the instrumentalists are mostly male there are some very talented 

female soloists. At the risk of singling out one member for comment, the 

percussionist really did put on good show - especially as he was operating 

on his own. Watching him in particular during The Dam Busters march 

was a real education. 

 

In conclusion, The Festival Committee wishes to thank the following:- 

 

All those who came and played or sang for us. 

All those who helped “back-stage” or “front-of-house”. 

The Rector and The PCC for their support. 

 And, last but not least, all those who came to enjoy the performances. 

 

 

                                                                       Richard Green     
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Continuing on with telling the  

depictions of our stained glass windows 
 Carol Porter writes ………… 

 

Windows in the Lady Chapel  

 

The windows in the Lady Chapel were installed to celebrate the Millennium. 
They were created by Graham Chaplin, of Hednesford Stained Glass. 

At the very top in between the two lancets of the left hand window is 
one of the many symbols for the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The two lancets below show the Angel Gabriel visiting the Virgin Mary 
at the Annunciation. 

Over Gabriel's head there is a Unicorn. According to legend a Unicorn 
was notoriously difficult to catch and in fact could only be tamed by a 
Virgin. 

Around Gabriel are symbols of flowers one being the Rose. 

Saint Cardinal Henry Newman wrote “Mary is the Queen of Spiritual 
Flowers and therefore she is called the Rose” 

The other lancet shows Mary. Above her head is a Dove signifying the 
Holy Spirit. 

Around Mary are symbols relating to Wombourne and the surrounding 
area. 

There are two scythes which would have been used years ago to aid in 
the harvest. There are two bells signifying the bell ringing tradition  that St 
Benedict's has. There are flowers from the area. 

The two right hand lancets show the power of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

At the very top of this window is the symbol for Alpha and Omega. 

Jesus said “I am the Alpha and the Omega. The first and the Last. The 
beginning and the end” Revelation 22:13 
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In the left lancet at the top is a symbol of the moon and stars. The 
moon shines light in the darkness which represents Jesus. The stars 
represent the Holy Spirit. There are nails in this window showing a link 
to Wombourne’s past as a centre to the nail making industry, also a  

Staffordshire Knot, the symbol of our county. 

An interesting fact I discovered about this knot is that it is known as the 
Stafford Knot (not the Staffordshire Knot) and also the three 
loops signify the hanging of three criminals at once. 

According to legend the hangman had only one length of rope. Not 
wishing to show favouritism to any criminal he tied this simple knot and 
so hanged all three together. 

This is just one of the many legends about the history of the knot. 

In the right hand lancet we can see John with an eagle at the top. The 
eagle is a figure of the sky, believed by Christian scholars to be able to 
look straight into the sun. Symbolising that Christians should look on 
eternity without flinching as they journey towards their goal of union 
with God. 

Looking at both windows together we are able to see what appears to 
be wind joining all of the windows and lancets together. This is the Holy 
Spirit. There at the Annunciation and there at Pentecost. The flames in 
the second window signify the Holy Spirit as it rested on the Disciples 
heads at Pentecost 

“They saw tongues like flames of fire that separated, and one rested on 
each of them” Acts 2:3 

 

          Songs of Fellowship   
 
    All held at the Venerable Bede 
 
    Next dates to add to your diary…… 
 
 

    Wednesday 13th November      1.30—2.30 
 
    Wednesday  11th December     1.30—2.30 
 
    Wednesday   15th January        1.30—2.30 
 
Come and join us all welcome 
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Wolverhampton Church Shelter   
 
In 2016, a homeless lady died in a doorway in Queen’s Street,  
precipitating the launching of the Homeless Forum for the City.  
 A pilot project was set up; the Basement of Broad Street Church 
providing shelter and Grace Church the supervision.   
Run like a family, it was called Wolverhampton Church Shelter, a place 
where guests could find Rest, Recuperation and Relationships, the key 
components in sorting life out for the homeless.  
 
In 2016, they opened for 4 winter weeks and a report and research   
followed which asked, ‘where were the gaps and how they could be 
joined up?’  There was a need for a unified pathway for people to come 
out of homelessness and to be given hope.  Early on there were       
successes, especially among those entrenched in homelessness.  
In 2017 the Shelter opened for 4 winter months and aimed to stay open 
permanently in 2018, but summer holidays meant insufficient helpers.  
More than 200 people living rough had been cared for in 2018, 150 in 
2019.  Wolverhampton Church Shelter is faith-based; each night begins 
with Prayer. 
 
AT PRESENT there are 60 helpers, but to stay open 7 nights a week 
120 are needed, people who can be ‘mums and dads, brothers and  
sisters’ i.e. able to listen.  9 out of 10 guests will open up.  When you 
can say to them, ‘I believe in you,’ it can be like a pilot light coming back 
on as the person begins to say, ‘I think I can make it’.  23-24% progress 
to a job.  Guests are 95% male, age range teens to 60-70 yrs.               
A significant proportion have other issues; alcohol, drugs and mental 
health problem  5-6 Helpers are needed each night, plus their Supervisor.  
Guests have to register during the day to be able to stay at the Shelter 
that night.  They are given tea/coffee and biscuits on arrival and have a 
chat. They are not allowed to bring in any alcohol or drugs.  By 10pm 
most have ‘crashed out’ with lights out 10-11pm.  As 90% of the time, 
nothing is happening overnight, the Night Team wash sleeping bags.  At 
6.30 am they get guests up and give them hot drinks.  Guests meet up 
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with a befriender once a week.   
VOLUNTEERS are given basic training and must be over 18.  They do 
not have to be DBS-checked, They do one night per month or fortnight.  
In 4 years, the Shelter Supervisor has had to call the Police only twice. 
 
  THE SHELTER WILL RE-OPEN IN NOVEMBER 2019.   
The Little Brothers of the Good Shepherd will combine with  
Wolverhampton Church Shelter and move into a newly furbished  
building opposite the Molineux F.C.  The new premises will be able to 
accommodate 35 guests a night, who can register for the Breakfast 
Club and a Shower. At the moment, Rotary are converting a Bus, 
which will have 9 units or ‘pods’ upstairs and 1 downstairs.  This allows 
the guests to bring their dogs.  Showers are available and there will be 
a ‘Clinical Space.’  
 . 
It costs Wolverhampton Church Shelter £10 for a bed for the 
night. 
  
URGENT APPEAL FROM WOLVERHAMPTON CHURCH SHELTER  
 ‘We still need people who can volunteer for our overnight teams from 
8.30pm - 7am.  If you are over 18 and you care about the homeless 
get in touch -  email us on:- churchsheltervolunteers@gmail.com   
 
(Based on a talk given by Jeremy Watson to the Greater Staff Meeting 
of St Benedict Biscop /Venerable Bede Churches on 8th October, 
2019)  

                                                                  Susan Williams 

 We wil be doing  a Songs of Praise on Sunday 29th. December 
 

 4pm. At St.Benedict Biscop 
 
               These will be carols that are suggested by you 
 
There will be a form to add your favourite carol at the back of the      
church, or just pass your wish list to Sue Elphick 
 Look forward to seeing you there .. Come and have a good sing 

mailto:churchsheltervolunteers@gmail.com
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“ 
 
                                                
 
 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, let all that is within me, bless his 
holy name; for he forgives all your sin and heals all your diseases[                                                                                                      

                                                                                         [Psalm 103:1,3]                                                                                   

Morning Prayer with special prayers for the Sick……is  

held every Wednesday morning at 9am at St Benedict ’s and is an 
opportunity for us to pray for all who are unwell.  We pray for those 
named on our weekly Service Sheet, for those on our ‘long-term 
list’ and for requests pinned on our Prayer Board.  When we pray 
together, silently or spoken, our requests can be powerful.  
 Everyone is welcome. 
‘Prayer is a Matchless opportunity.  Through prayer people, things, 
problems…can be transformed.  Prayer has infinite power.  

Our Children’s work  

Children and young families have always been an important part of our Ministry 
and Mission at St Benedict’s.  

did you know that over the last year:-  

66 different children from 37 families have attended Sunday Club 

62 different children from 54 different families have been to “Little Fish” 

31 different families have been to Messy Church 

and 36 different children have been to our Holiday Club. 

'The family of Beryl Sadler who sadly  passed away in September  
have  requested that the collection from the funeral be donated to the Flower 
Fund for St. Benedict's Church in recognition of the many years that she    
arranged the flowers in our Church. The amount donated was £174.00. '  
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A member of our congregation recalls her 60+year relationship 
with St.Benedict Biscop. 

 
Following our arrival in Wombourne in 1957..a young married couple 
and awaiting the arrival of our first child I joined the congregation of St. 
Benedicts. I have fond memories of joining in worship with MayGriffiths,  
Margorie and Derek Martin, George and Eileen Moorhouse, Barbara 
Webb, Beryl Sadler and John and Margaret Cartwright to name but a 
few. Reg Johnson played the organ and the Rev.Bethway led the  
services. 
As my family expanded we enjoyed baptism, confirmation and     
wedding   services and my family were involved in many of the 
church activities such as the family service (10.30 each Sunday) 
brownies, guides and young wives. I helped with coffee served at the 
hand in hand and delivered the  Parish Magazine (now known as 
Grapevine} for many years. We regularly visit the Autumn Fayre as a 
family which now involves grandchildren/great grandchildren. 
My Sunday visits to my church have always provided me with time to 
reflect in the quietness, following a busy week, with a young family 
and the many commitments that it involves I valued my hour or so of 
respite.  I feel I am very blessed with a very supportive family and 
long friendships and still   value my visit each Sunday to the church 
which has been such a large part of my life.                                                                                 
         Anon.   

 
Congratulations to all of the following Newly Confirmed.  

Holly Elphick 

Ethan Banner                                           Cloe Burton 

Olivia  Dufty                                              Frank Longmore 

Terry Eaton                                               Alan Brain 

Fred Latimer                                             Vicky Brown 

Emma Johnson                                         Steven Ragdale 

Hannah Evanson St Bartholomew and St Anne Penn but prepared  at  St  Benedicts 

Thank You 
 
To everyone who contributed to our Harvest Collection for "Water 
Aid" £900 has been sent to this important charity. 
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St Benedict Biscop 

 
Sunday 3rd November 

Remembering our loved ones 
In 

All Soulstide 
 

4.00pm 
A service of 

Prayer and Thanksgiving 
for the bereaved 

St Benedict Biscop 
Remembrance  

Sunday  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday 10th November  

Parish Communion with the Civic Act 
of Remembrance 

10.30am 

Dates for your diary……... 

 

The Church of the Venerable Bede 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 14th November  
Join us for lunch 

following Holy Communion at 
11.00am  

 

Please contact Anne Freeman to 
book a place. 895075 

 
St Benedict’s Wombourne  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Advent Carol Service  

 
Sunday 1st December 

At 6.30pm 
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St Benedict Biscop and the        
Venerable Bede 

 
          Saturday  7th December 

Advent Fayre  
 

10.00am till 12.00noon  
AT THE CIVIC CENTRE 

Tickets 2.00 to include Christmas 
refreshments 

Christmas gifts, raffle, tombola, 

cakes, christmas decorations 

and crafts to buy. 

 
 

Bottle Tombola.  
 
 
Nigel Welch would appreciate any 
bottles of DRINKS ONLY from    
water to champagne for the bottle 
tombola at the Advent Fayre 
please.  
 
You may leave them in Church, 
hand to me or call me on 324111. 
Many thanks,   Nigel  
 

 
A member of the congregation,  
 
Tony Hart,  kindly sent us these 
words for an advent hymn, set to 
the tune O Waly O Waly (English 
traditional melody) 
 
Advent  Hymn       LM        8.8.8.8.                  
 
The nights grow longer day by day 
The blooms of autumn fade way. 
The cold rain falls, and turns to snow 
And bitter winds begin to blow 
 
The daylight seems no longer bright 
And early mornings are like night 
It’s harder now to leave your bed 
And so you snuggle down instead. 
 
But then the Advent lights appear. 
Shining around us bright and clear 
Making our days and evenings bright 
With that most precious gift of light 
 
And joyful music fills the air 
The sound of singing everywhere 
With hymns and carols by the score. 
And happy Christmas songs galore 
 
So cast all doom and gloom aside 
For Advent leads to Christmastide 
When light from God shines round the 

earth 
To celebrate our Saviour’s birth. 
 
Copyright © Tony Hart October 

2019 
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CHURCH CONTACT NAMES AND NUMBERS (01902 except as indicated) 

Revd Preb Paul Brown       892234      
 
Revd Sue Watson             07932 175846 
 
Childrens worker                                                    Church Wardens 
Sarah Mullen                     07702376169               Hilary Moore                 892856  (BB)
   
                                                                               Derek Bryant                 896991 (BB) 
Laurie Gainer (Reader)     895849            Peter Cartwright            895765 (VB )             
Susan Williams( Reader)  326529                          
               
Parish Administrator :                    PCC Secretary :          Shirley Wall 
Maxine Banner                  897700         PCC Treasurer :          Martin Garrington 

BENEDICT & BEDE NEWS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
Items for inclusion in the MARCH 2020 bulletin must reach us by    

13th February 2020—please contact:  
Sylvia Cowling - 01902 892691 or Joyce Hodgetts: 01902 894758 

 
We welcome items by email but please send only Publisher, Word or 

plain text and we wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and 
New Year. 

wombournebulletin@gmail.com 

 


