
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – 22nd December 2019 

WELCOME 

At our services of Holy Communion if you are baptised and you receive communion in 
your own church or chapel, you are very welcome to join us at our altar. If you are not 
a communicant member of a church but would like an individual blessing, please bring 

a service booklet with you to the altar rail. 

8.00am Holy Communion (said)         

10.30am Parish Communion    

Sunday Club: 10.15am at the Hand-in-Hand   

Lay Assistants (8) Bryan Johns         (10.30)  Mark Jarvis, David Crathorne 

Servers (10.30) Vicky Bratt, Rachel Mountford 

Sides (8) Gillian Wilcox, Kathleen Wickham                 (10.30) David & 

Tess Guest,    

                          Chris Crathorne     

Offertory  Janet Lailey                             Intercession Angela Pickering 

OT Lesson  Heather Yeates        NT Lesson  Heather Gent    Gospel  Allan Roberts 

Please join us for coffee after the 10.30am service 

9.00am Parish Communion   

Lay Assistant  Laurie Gainer                               Intercession  Clergy 

Sides  David Boucher 

OT or NT Lesson  Peter Cartwright               Gospel  Clergy  

Please join us for coffee after the service 
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   26 
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The Parish Office reopens on Thursday 2nd January 2020 



Collect  Eternal God, 
   as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
   so we wait for his coming in glory; 
   bring us through the birth-pangs of this    
   present age 
   to see, with her, our great salvation 
   in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 7:10-16 (NRSV) 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.’  
But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.’  
Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David!  Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted.’  
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
New Testament Lesson   Romans 1:1-7 (NRSV) 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Through Christ we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.  
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.  All: Alleluia. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSV) 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said,  ‘Joseph, son of David,  do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:  
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with us.’  
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had 
borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 



   

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY,  29TH DECEMBER 2019 – CHRISTMAS 1  

St Benedict’s:  8.00am Holy Communion      

10.30am Parish Communion      

The Venerable Bede: 9.00am Parish Communion 

No Sunday Club  

4.00pm Carol Praise at St Benedict’s 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Mon 23 9.00am Morning Prayer  

  No Little Fish 

  2.00-4.00pm Christmas workshop at St Benedict’s 

  8.00-9.30pm Bell Ringers 

Tue 24  Christmas Eve  

  9.00am Morning Prayer 

  4.00pm First Crib Service 

  5.30pm Second Crib Service 

  7.30pm Carols for Christmas Eve 

  11.30pm Midnight Mass   

Wed 25 Christmas Day   

  8.00am Holy Communion 

  9.00am Family Communion  (Venerable. 

Bede) 

  10.30am Family Communion 

Thurs 26 St Stephen 

  No Services 

Fri 27  John, Apostle  and Evangelist 

  No services 

  No Choir practice at St Benedict’s  

Sat 28  The Holy Innocents 

   



 PLEASE TAKE THIS NOTICE SHEET HOME AND PRAY WITH US 
Pray that we may recognise Jesus as the Saviour 

“[Mary] will bear a son, and … he will save his people from their sins.”  
                                                                                   Matthew 1: 21 (NRSV) 

Pray that we may see Jesus as the one sent by the Father to take away the sin of the 

world.  Pray that we may be led to repent, to accept forgiveness, and to follow the 

paths of right living. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Those who have asked for our prayers: Sarah Stephenson, Maureen Gaskin,  

David Kingston, Robert Higginbotham, Lisa, Margaret, Rachael, Julia McCormick, 

Alan, John Pople, Myrna Bonser, James Crowther and Jan Glover. 

Thanksgiving for improvement:  

Those who have died recently and their families: Joan Breakwell, Winifred Farman, 

Elsa Copcutt, Margaret Armstrong, Margaret Wheway and Janet Winn. 

If you, or one of your family or a friend would like visiting by the clergy or prayers to be 

said in connection with any matter which is causing anxiety, such as illness, 

bereavement or a moment of crisis, please contact the Rector. 

Songs of Praise on Sunday 29th December * 4.00pm at St Benedict Biscop 
Please let Sue Elphick know your favourite Carol  
or write it on the sheet at the back of church. 

Christ ma s Ho me C ommun ion s  
Please let the Rector or Wardens know if you know of anyone who is unable to get to 

church over the Christmas period and who would like their Communion at home. 

Our Christmas Charity this year is Acorns Children’s Hospice 

PARISH LUNCH AFTER 11.00am COMMUNION AT BEDE 

on Thursday 9th January 2020  
Cost £5.    Ring Anne on 01902 895075 to book a place    

       

Thank you to all those who have decorated our churches so magnificently 
and to all those who have helped with our School Carol services. 
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