
 

 

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me;  yet not my will, but yours 
be done.”   An angel from Heaven appeared to him, and strengthened him. 

Luke 22 : 42-43 
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Editorial (from Olly C) 

Well, what a start to the new year, new decade!   The excessive rain is 
enough for all the people who have been flooded and their homes and 
livelihoods ruined, but as well, we have the rather frightening Coronavirus 
(Corvid 19) sweeping the world - which is only to be expected - our ability 
to travel worldwide is, not only a blessing, but can also have adverse effects. 

Throughout Grapevine there is information about all the different events, which 
are being offered to us, from all the churches in the Smestow Vale Area.    

There is no guarantee that all, some, or any of these events will 
take place.   Our Ministers can only let us know of the current 
situations, and these will change drastically as the virus penetrates 
even further, into our lives.  Please do not presume that things are 
not going to change. 

On to, perhaps, more normal thoughts. 

Our Lent courses are progressing well, and our services still attracting good 
numbers - perhaps we need the normality of prayer and worship to restore 
our faith - what better time to get an uplift from all that Jesus did for us - let 
us hope that we can continue to gain strength from this normality and progress 
to Holy Week, and beyond, with uplifted spirituality and strengthened faith.   

This edition of Grapevine is, I think, quite an interesting one - but there have been 
many changes because of late articles, which really had to be included - so  
I am hoping that it still ‘flows’ and is not too disjointed for you.   

There is a very informative article on The Hill of Crosses in Northern Lithuania, 
on page 4 - on page 7 a Journey Through Holy Week, and what appears to 
be an incredible coincidence in the article ‘Divine Intervention’, which appears 
on page 9.   We have an updated Parable on page 13  - thank you Arthur. - 
it really gives us food for thought.   

The Church Register appears on page 16.  Sadly this time I have had to 
include Cathy Anderson, a much-loved and respected member of the Editorial 
Committee, until she was forced to resign through ill health - a tribute page 
next month, so anyone who would like to contribute please send your items 
to me, at either email address, or pop them in to Max in the Parish Office.  
On page 11 there is also a tribute to Elsie Piper from Swindon - a doughty soul. 

Let us now go down the age spectrum.  May I draw your attention to page 19, 
and the story of Reuben Taylor, aged 4, who is the grandson of David Taylor, 
who has made many contributions to Grapevine.  What a brave youngster 
he is, and I hope we can help aid his recovery in any way we can, certainly  
by prayer - we hope David’s challenge is still able to go ahead, and it is 
very successful.  Please let us know how you get on when you return 
David.                   

Finally,  the Editorial Committee wish you a happy and healthy Easter. 
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I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E S 

DEADLINE     June  /  July issue,    

5 May 2020                   

  DISTRIBUTION:  From last Thursday in month 

prior to publication date (after 11.30 pm)           

 

HOLY WEEK 
At  St Benedict’s and 
the Venerable Bede 

Churches and around 
The Team 

5 April   Palm Sunday at St Benedict’s 

  8.00 am      Holy Communion 
10.30 am    Parish Communion with procession 
and                                       reading of the 
Passion 
  6.30 pm      A journey to the Cross 
 

Palm Sunday at the Venerable Bede 

  9.00 am      Parish Communion and the reading 
of   the Passion 

HOLY WEEK 

Monday of Holy Week at All Saints, Trysull 

  7.30 pm       Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday of Holy Week at St Michael’s, Himley 
  7.30 pm      Holy Communion  
 

Wednesday of Holy Week at Holy Cross 
Bobbington 

  7.30 pm      Holy Communion 
 

Maundy Thursday at St Benedict’s 

  7.30 pm      Parish Communion  with foot 
washing            and the Watch of the 
Passion 

 
Good Friday at St Benedict’s 

11.00 am     Young People’s Workshop 
12.30 pm  Ecumenical Service on Windmill 
Bank 
  2.00 pm  The Good Friday Service 
 

Holy Saturday at St Benedict’s 

  8.00 pm  The Easter Vigil 
 

12 April  Easter Day at St Benedict’s 

  8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Parish Communion with 
the renewal  of Baptismal Vows and 
an Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Easter Day at the Venerable Bede 

  9.00 am Parish Communion               
   with the renewal 
of   Baptismal Vows 

At Lichfield Cathedral 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND STATIONS OF THE RESURRECTION 
by Rob Floyd 

The Stations of the Cross is both an exhibition and a devotional focus for prayer and meditation.  It traces the 
journey Jesus made from his trial and condemnation by Pontius Pilot to his death on the cross.  ‘Station’ comes 
from the Latin word ‘statia’, meaning to stand still in a place.  The Stations of the Cross will be on view until 
Good Friday. 

To mark Easter, the great celebration of Jesus’ rising from the dead, will replace this, with moving depictions 
of the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ Resurrection.  These will be on display for the entire fifty dates of the Easter 
season. 

Born in Hertfordshire in 1975, Rob received a BA in Fine Art from the University of Sunderland and lives in 
Wilmslow with his wife and son.  He is an artist ‘of the imagination’ and his work is underpinned by scripture 
and mythology, which is constantly re-interpreted and re-imagined in an attempt to help maintain these traditions 
and keep them vital and relevant of the contemporary world. 

Stations of the Cross - from late February until Friday 10 April    
Stations of the Resurrection - Sunday 12  April to Sunday 31 May 

Monday to Saturday - 9.30 am to 5.00 pm      Sunday 12.30 pm - 5.00 pm 

Monday to Saturday closed 12.15 pm to 1.10 pm for the Eucharist Service 
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Hill of Crosses 

Some of you may know how much I enjoy travelling 
and, since retirement, I have taken every opportunity 
to visit interesting places, either on my own or more 
often on the group holidays that I organise for 
friends.  Last October, in an effort to try somewhere 
a little different, I visited Latvia and Lithuania.  One 
of the highlights of the trip was a visit to the Hill of 
Crosses, an architectural and historical monument in 

Northern Lithuania where over 150,000 crosses 
have been placed in one place, on one hill.  As the 
wind blows across the nearby fields, ornate rosaries 
clink against metal and wooden crucifixes, filling the 
air with eerie chimes.  The site attracts people from all 
over the world with its peace, spirituality and sacred 
nature.  Over the centuries not only crosses but also 
giant crucifixes, statues of the Virgin Mary and 
thousands of tiny effigies and rosaries have been 
brought by pilgrims. 

The mound’s history is a complex narrative of wars 
and uprisings.  Ancient legends, mysterious visions 
and accounts of hauntings surround the hill, and its 
exact origin remains a mystery.   The most 
renowned story of the hill’s creation is of a 
desperate father whose daughter fell gravely ill.  As 
the girl lay on her deathbed the father had a vision of 
a woman who told him to make a wooden cross and 
place it on a nearby hill.  If he did so his daughter 
would recover.  He quickly carved a wooden cross 
and rushed to the hill.  On his return his daughter 
greeted him at the doorway, perfectly well again. 

In an effort to stamp out Christianity in the Eastern 
bloc the Soviet government attempted to level the 
hill several times during the1960’s and 1970’s.  It 
bulldozed it, burned the wooden crosses and removed 
the metal and stone ones for scrap or construction.  
People who brought crosses to the hill were fined 
and imprisoned.  The crosses on the mound, 
however, just kept on multiplying, left in the dead of 
night as an act of defiance against religious 
oppression.  Now, almost 30 years after the fall of 
the Soviet Union, the crosses still stand.   In the 
years since the site has become a magnet for 
people of all denominations - Christian crosses 
stand beside carvings bearing Jewish inscriptions 
and words from the Koran.  

Pope John Paul II visited the site in 1993 and declared 
it to be a place for hope, peace, love and sacrifice.   

The Bishop of Lichfield’s Letter 

They Stayed Together 
At the time of writing, it is not clear how far the 
Coronavirus will spread, nor how seriously it will 
impact upon our lives.  Undoubtedly, it presents us 
with a serious challenge, in terms both of public 
health and of the ways in which we relate to one 
another.  However, it is much less deadly than the 
plagues which affected our country in past centuries, 
most famously the Great Plague of 1655. 

At that time, Eyam in Derbyshire lay within the 
Diocese of Lichfield. That beautiful village played a 
famously heroic part in combatting the spread of the 
plague, which had been unwittingly introduced to the 
community through infested samples of cloth 
brought from London by a travelling tailor.  Led by 
their vicar William Mompesson, the villagers took the 
selfless decision to ’self isolate’ for more than a 
year, avoiding all contact with neighbouring villages, 
their food supplies left at and collected from the 
parish boundaries.  The cost in human lives was 
heavy, but the result of containment was entirely 
successful. 

Mompesson worked in close collaboration with one  
of his predecessors and potential rivals, the 
Nonconformist minister Thomas Stanley, who had 
been ejected from his living for his Puritan beliefs.    
In a display of ecumenical unity utterly remarkable 
for its time, the two clergy sustained the morale, 
strengthened the will, and re-established the unity of 
the community through their ministry, gathering their 
people together in open air services. 

Eyam today is a very moving place, with no sites more 
evocative than its burying places, including the 
graveyard with the table tomb of William Mompesson’s 
wife Catherine, who died towards the end of the 
outbreak.  It is deservedly a place popular with 
visitors, and forms the far end of the Peak 
Pilgrimage Trail which begins in Ilam, still in our 
diocese in the Staffordshire Peak. 

But this is not a site of historical interest only.  Eyam 
is a striking example of the church’s calling to bring 
unity in a society faced with forces which could pull it 
apart.  Faced with the mortal peril of the plague, it 
would have been easy for the villagers of Eyam to 
divide and scatter; but thanks to the Christian message 
of faith, hope and love at the heart of their community, 
they stayed together.  We in our time face 
challenges which could pull us apart - whether those 
be the threat of pandemic, the political divisions 
created and exposed in the long arguments over 
Brexit, the growing contrasts in wealth and health our 
society, or whatever.  But as then, so now, our 
churches are at the heart of our local communities 
with a message of hope 
grounded in the reality of 
what God has done in 
raising Jesus Christ from 
the dead.  

This Easter, it is my hope 
and prayer that, like the 
Christians of Eyam, we 
can do our part in 
bringing together a 



Two things we can be sure of is death and taxes, but the difference is that death doesn’t get worse every year. 
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ARE YOU ‘GREEN-FINGERED’? 

If you are, Chris W has asked if anyone interested 
would be prepared to ‘take cuttings and split plants’ 
when they get back into gardening - so that our 
Plant Stall at the Flower Festival, see notice below, 
is perhaps better than usual!   Thank you! 

St Benedict Biscop Church 

ST BENEDICT’S SCHOOL 

Holy Week and Easter Service 
Friday 3 April at 9.30 am 

5 April 
at St Benedict Biscop Church 

8.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.30 am  Parish Communion with Procession and 
  the reading of the Passion 

6.30 pm  A journey to the Cross 

at the Venerable Bede 

9.00 am  Parish Communion and the reading of 

 

The Venerable Bede Hall at 2.00 pm 

Sandwiches, Cakes,  
Fruit Scones with Jam and Cream 

Tea and Coffee 

Raffle Prizes 

All proceeds to the St Benedict Biscop Flower Festival 

Tickets £7.50 - Entry by ticket only  

Tickets available from Chris Welch, 01902 324111 
and Anne Freeman, 01902 895075 

 

 

 

St George’s 
Day 
Afternoon 
Tea 

Thursday 23 April 2020 

The Venerable Bede 

Evening worship and the                                         
Parish Annual General 

Meeting 

Sunday 26 April at 6.30 pm 

All Welcome

St Benedict’s  and the 
Venerable Bede Churches 

Thursday 21 May 

Ascension Day 

at St Benedict’s 

9.30 am St Benedict’s School 
Service 

at the Venerable Bede 

11.00 am Holy Communion 

12.00 noon  Festival Lunch 

 
To book a place for the Festival Lunch,                                      

contact Anne, 01902 895075 

St Benedict Biscop and the                           
Venerable Bede 

Sunday 31 May 

Pentecost 

8.00 am Holy Communion 

9.00 am Parish Communion                  
(at Venerable Bede) 

10.30 am Parish Communion with     
special activities for the children 

Come Holy Spirit 

St Benedict Biscop Church, Wombourne 

Flower Festival 

“Heroes” (and villains!) 
5 - 8 June 2020 

10.00 am - 5.00 pm  
(Sunday 1.30 - 5.00 pm) 

Ploughman’s 
Lunch, Cream 

Teas, Plant Stall 

 

at 
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St Benedict Biscop 

S U N D A Y   C L U B 
10.15 am in The Hand in Hand, every Sunday 

 

Sunday 5 April - Palm Sunday 

Hosanna for Jesus!  Procession with Palm Leaves and 
Donkey.   Making a ride on donkey (hobby-horse style). 

Sunday 12 April - Easter Sunday 

This morning we celebrate Easter with an Easter Egg Hunt.    
A special Easter Egg Craft and ‘HE’s Risen’ biscuit 

Sunday 19 April  - 2nd Sunday of Easter   

Today we hear the story of Doubting Thomas.  Make a     
special plaque to hang up at home, draw round our             

own hands, and put red hearts in the centre.  Play ‘Keeper      
of the Keys’ game. 

Sunday 26 April - 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Today we listen to the story of  ‘On the Road To Emmaus’.  
Make a special road to Emmaus Puzzle.  Have fun with a        

3-legged race.  I wonder which team will win! 

Sunday 3 May 

Jesus our Good Shepherd with a special Sheep craft.          
Also we have fun playing ‘hide-and-seek’. 

Sunday 10 May 

We are God’s living stones.  Today we hear a story of         
how Jesus is the most precious, important stone that holds      

us all up.  Make a special tool kit craft - we find out what     
tools we need to follow Jesus and build a tower game, as     

we build our life on Jesus. 

Sunday 17 May 

 God’s Superpower - what an amazing God!  He made 
everything.  What’s your super-power game?  Making a 

special Earth and other planets craft. 

Sunday 24 May  

Jesus is taken up to Heaven.  Today we listen to the       
Angels’ story.  We will enjoy making an Ascension craft        

and then play a Cloud game. 

Sunday 31 May - Pentecost 

Come Holy Spirit, come.  We make a special          
flame craft, and decorating cupcakes, along with    

playing ‘Flap the Flame’! 
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L I T T L E  F I S H                       
TODDLER 

GROUP 

 

at St Benedict 
Biscop Church, Wombourne      

10-11 am Monday  

 

Monday 6 April 

NO ‘LITTLE FISH’ TODAY AS IT’S                              
THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  

Monday 13 APRIL 

NO ‘LITTLE FISH’ TODAY AS IT’S                              
THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  

 

Monday 20 April 

Special Butterfly craft.  Linking a butterfly to 
the Easter story. 

Monday 27 April 

Jesus our friend - the ‘story of Zacchaeus’.    
A special friendship handprint tree craft. 

Monday 4 May 

Jesus’ miracle - Jesus heals a blind man 
craft. 

Monday 11 May 

Jesus’ miracle ‘Feeding the 5000’.  A special 
fish craft. 

Monday 18 May 

Jesus goes to Heaven.  Ascension craft and 
a story with ‘bubbles’. 

 
Monday 25 May 

NO ‘LITTLE FISH’ TODAY AS IT’S                              
A BANK HOLIDAY  

3.30 pm till 5.30 pm 

at The Venerable 
Bede 

Sunday             
17 May 

Messy 

Easter 
To book a place please 

contact Sarah, number 

above 

Sarah Mullen, Children’s Worker                           

07702 376 169  

sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

 

Fun with 
Easter 
Eggs      

and with 
Jesus 
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Palm Sunday is unusual as we start our service 
outside when we listen to the Gospel of Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem.  Palm fronds shaped into crosses 
are given out to remind us of the palms that were 
waved and strewn in Jesus’ honour, and of the Cross 
to which he was destined. 

Once the procession is over, the mood changes as we 
hear the Passion story (the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, 
and Crucifixion).  The crowd that greets Jesus on Palm 
Sunday shouting ‘Hosanna’ becomes the crowd 
shouting ‘Crucify Him’ by the end of Holy Week.  
Applause and cheers gradually turn to anger and 
hatred as we make our way through the week. 

The climax of Holy Week is the Triduum (Latin for 
three days):  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Holy Saturday.  Each day has its own special and 
moving service. 

Maundy Thursday takes its name from an altered form 
of mandatum est, Latin for ‘he commanded’.  John’s 
Gospel records that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet 
when he ate with them for the last time and 
commanded them to do the same.  For this reason, 
we have a symbolic foot washing at the Eucharist on 
Maundy Thursday.  We also give thanks for Jesus’ 
institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper. 

When the Eucharist is over once again the mood 
changes happen.  First, some of the sacrament is 
taken to the Lady Chapel  which has been specially 
decorated to represent the Garden of Gethsemane 
where Jesus went to pray before his arrest (please 
see our magazine cover).  We pause in prayer before 
the altar is stripped of its furnishing, which reminds us 
of the way in which the disciples deserted Jesus as 
he was arrested, and his tormentors stripped him of 
his clothes before the Crucifixion. 

Good Friday is the most sombre day of the Church’s 
Year.   The most ancient way of marking Good 

Friday is with a service in the middle of the day 
when the story of Jesus’ Crucifixion is read with a 
member of the congregation taking the part of the 
narrator and other people representing Jesus and the 
other people involved in the drama.  The reading of 
the Passion and the starkness of the cross cannot 
fail to move everyone who takes part. 

To mark Jesus’ agony and death, there is no celebration 
of Communion between Maundy Thursday and the 
Easter Eve. 

The Easter Eucharists, begin with the Easter Vigil on 
Holy Saturday - this service starts after nightfall, 

The liturgy begins with readings about God’s ‘saving 
acts’ from the creation, through the deliverance of 
Israel’s from Egypt, until the time of Jesus’ victory 
over evil and death. 

The principal symbols used in this service are light, 
fire and water.  We will light a small  bonfire in the 
churchyard symbolising the victory over death that is 
brought about by Christ’s resurrection.  From this 
fire we will light the Easter Candle, from which in 
turn the whole congregation will light their own small 
candles to remind them of their baptism.   A single 
light enters the darkness of the Church and then the 
gradual lighting of the church symbolises the victory 
of Christ over death, as does the singing of the great 
Easter hymn of praise known as the Exultet which 
starts with the magnificent words  “Rejoice, heavenly 
powers! Sing, choirs of angels!  O Universe, dance 
around God’s throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!  Sound                                  
the victorious trumpet of salvation! 

On Easter Day, the greatest feast in the church’s 
calendar, the celebration continues in the Eucharist.   
Our church will be filled with flowers as a symbol of 
resurrection and we are challenged to renew our 
baptismal vows as a sign of renewed faith, hope and 

Celebrating a Journey through Holy Week at St Benedict’s 

WOMBOURNE CARNIVAL     -     SUNDAY 5 JULY 2020 
        Civic Centre 

           Parade 12 noon - 1 pm              Carnival 1 pm -  4 pm 

The theme of this year’s Carnival is Roaring Twenties and the Carnival Committee are hard 
at work planning the day around this theme.   

 

There will be the usual popular stalls, fairground, quacky races, best-dressed window competition, bar and 
various performances to be held in the arena.  Not to mention the much loved parade with the amazing floats and 
other participants.  The Women’s Institute is celebrating 100 years this year and will be joining us in the parade for 
the first time.  Remember to watch out for the Camper Van with knitted bunting! 

Inside the Civic Centre there will be a craft, cookery and art show, plus an exhibition around the 100-Year 
Anniversary of the Women’s Institute.  Please take time to look around. 

Nearer the time please remember to check our website   ………...  www.wombournecarnival.co.uk  ……..   and 
our Facebook page, both of which will be updated with the events of the day. 

Finally, I hope everyone will come out to support both the parade as it passes through the streets of Wombourne, and 
the Carnival at the Civic Centre.   

Let’s try to make 2020 the best yet 

We are actively looking for volunteers to help on the day and new members are always welcome to join the 
Committee.   Come along and join a fun group! 

            Vicky Bratt 

http://www.wombournecarnival.co.uk


 

METHODIST CHURCH 
MINISTER: Revd Teddy Siwila, 01902 341794 

Lay Worker:  Richard French, 01902 676297 

Church Council Sec. David Hotchkiss, 01902 336174 

COMMON ROAD, WOMBOURNE 

SUNDAY SERVICES     

10.30 am weekly, and 6.30 pm 1st & 3rd Sunday only 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN 
WOMBOURNE 

  Chairman: Tess Guest, 01902 894219                                           
 Secretary: Angela Pickering, 01902 896997  
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St Michael’s, Himley & St John’s, 
Swindon  

Revd Charmaine Host, Vicarage, 12 St John’s Close,         
Swindon, DY3 4PG      01384 298627                                  

charmainehost@btinternet.com   

 ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Churchwardens: Frank Nicholls 01902 677300 and 
Caroline Mason 01902 335194  

All Age Worship, 11 am, 1st Sunday:  
 Holy Communion 11 am on 2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th 

Sundays 
Mid-week Prayer Group, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 

         ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON 
Churchwarden: Keith Lilley, 01384 270676 

Caroline Roberts-Woodward 

 9.30 am Holy Communion - variations to this may be 

Holy Cross, Bobbington & All Saints, Try-
sull 

Rev’d Richard Fisher, Vicarage, School Road,      
Trysull, WV5 7HR      01902 476843                                                       

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BOBBINGTON 
Churchwardens ,  Alan Bill 01384  221209 

Jane Southall, 01384 221176 

Morning Worship, 11.15 am,  1st Sunday 

Holy Communion 11.15 am,  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Corbett VA CE Primary School, 01384 221260 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TRYSULL 
Churchwarden: Pauline Careless, 01902 894723 

Alan Compson, 01902 898334 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Weekly: 8 am Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays each 

month, 6.30 pm Evensong weekly 

9.45 am Holy Comm,  but 2nd Sun 10 am All Age Worship  

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ST BERNADETTE’S, RENNISON DRIVE 
Parish Priest  Monsignor Crisp 01902 423005  

Assistant Priest  Fr Gary Mantle  

Pastoral Assistants Sisters of St Ann of Providence 
Parish Telephone 01902 341343 / 423005 

WEEKEND MASS - Sunday 9.00 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES:- Wednesday Evening prayer 6.15  
before Mass 6.30 pm:   Tuesday 9.30 am: Friday 9.30 am 

Thurs 9.30-10.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 10.00 -10.30 am  

St Bernadette’s R C Primary School, 01902 894787 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MINISTER:  Vacant  

Wombourne Ch Sec David Balderstone 01902 893973 

WOMBOURNE  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 10.45 am FAMILY SERVICE   

    Wednesdays: Morning prayer 10 am 

SWINDON SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning 10.30 am:     

Thursday prayers 10 am  
Swindon Church Sec Ken Hughes 01384 298275  

 KINGSWAY CHURCH 
 High Street, Wombourne                                                

(In fellowship with Assemblies of God in Gt Britain & N Ireland) 

www.kingsway-church.co.uk  

Pastor John Price 07922 614661                                    

SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30 am  and  6.00 pm  

New Horizons Wed 12.30  :  Knitting Group Wed 2 pm 

 Younger People: Fridays, 5-8’s, 9-12’s, 12’s-18’s 
Babies, Toddlers + Pre-School                                                     

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, term time only 
 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND:  SMESTOW VALE TEAM CHURCH-
ES 

Wombourne Churches: St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable Bede  
Team Rector: Revd Preb Paul Brown, The Vicarage, School Road, Wombourne: 01902 892234: prebpbrown@gmail.com 

Associate Minister :   Revd Sue Watson - 07932 175846 

AT ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH 
Churchwardens   

    Derek Bryant 01902 896991  :   Hilary Moore 01902 892856 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 am Holy Communion (said)  10.30 Parish Eucharist, (sung) 
1st Sunday 6.30 Evensong:   2nd Sunday 7 pm  Taizé Worship 

MIDWEEK: Tuesdays 9.30 Holy Communion 
St Benedict Biscop CE Primary School,01902 892197 

AT THE VENERABLE BEDE CHURCH 

Churchwarden:  Peter Cartwright  01902 895765 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
9 am Parish Eucharist (sung) 

MIDWEEK: Thursdays 11 Holy Communion 



I was enjoying a school holiday when the clock 
struck midnight on New Year’s Eve 1973 - the 
moment Britain joined the European Union - and 
later I received the maroon passport which identified 
me as one of its 743 million citizens. 

Almost all our new-found friends had been Britain’s 
enemies in the past, so this union seemed to be a 
breakthrough.  Perhaps that was 
naïve.  International relations have always been 
treated as opportunities to further national interests, 
and if others also benefitted, well, that was a bonus. 

We have decided to retrace our steps, and no one 
can be sure whether our communal fortunes are 
going to improve or deteriorate. 

The Bible doesn’t offer a blueprint for this year’s 
transition period of leaving the European Union, but 
it does remind us of our routine responsibilities 
towards our nation.  Here are three extracts, written 
at a time when the State was far from Christian. 

The little church in Rome was instructed: “Let 
every person be subject to the governing authorities.  
For there is no authority except from God, and those 
that exist have been instituted by God.” 

And in the First Letter to Timothy, “First of all, 
then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 
dignified in every way.  This is good, and it is 
pleasing in the sight of God our Saviour, who 
desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” 

The First Letter of Peter actually instructs 
readers to “honour the Emperor”, which is 
surprising when you consider what tyrants some of 
the post-holders were. 

The Christian’s ultimate citizenship will be in a 
recreated fusion of heaven and earth, but that’s not 
an excuse to opt out of our duties here and now.  
We must guard against narrow nationalism which 
pits us against the rest of the world, but rather 
develop a gracious patriotism which begins with 
gratitude and ends with generosity. 

MINISTER’S LETTER  
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‘Divine Intervention’ 

You will all be aware that St Benedict’s PCC give an 
amount of money from their unrestricted funds to 
other charities each month.  We often get “Thank 
You” letters from these charities but not always like 
the one that arrived in February from the charity 
“Seeds For Development” which works with poor 
farming communities in Uganda.  Here it is:- 

Dear Wombourne Parochial Church Council and 
everyone at St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable 
Bede. 

Thank you so much for your incredibly generous 
donation of £300.  You cannot believe how timely  
and wonderful it was to open the envelope this 

morning . . . please let me tell you why. 

We are currently building a nursery school in a small 
village called Putuke, near the town of Kitgum in 
Northern Uganda.  Yesterday we got a revised 
quote for doors and windows for the new school and 

I was not at all happy because it was much more 
than we planned 

At 10 o’clock this morning I worked out that it was 
£304 more, and we need to find it as soon as 
possible.  Imagine how stunned I was when the 
postman came and delivered your amazing cheque 
through my door . . . definitely divine intervention 
in action! 

Again, thank you so very much from us here and 
everyone in Uganda who will benefit from your 
kindness and generosity. 

Old Building 

Work in Progress, for new building 

ST BENEDICT BISCOP and                  

VENERABLE BEDE CHURCHES 
 

A BIG ‘thank you’ to all church 
members who participated in the  

          Children’s Society                         
home collection boxes scheme 

We achieved a magnificent sum of  

           £744.95 

  Thank you, Bob Plant 

 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER                                  
IN WOMBOURNE 

Good Friday -                        
Walk of Witness 

10 April 2019 

leaving Kingsway at midday,                                                        
calling at URC and                                      

St Benedict’s Church,                                        
on its way to Windmill Bank 

Everyone is invited to this short service 
starting at approximately 12.30 pm 

Hot Cross Buns will be served at the                                            
United Reforrmed Church, after the service 



  

Around the Team 
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ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Easter Communion, 11.00 am 

at St Michael’s - Sunday 12 April 

Welcome to our Easter Communion when the Festival 
Choir will be singing, and there will be Easter Eggs 
for the children and refreshments after the service. 

The Choir will also be singing at St John’s for an 
Easter Praise Service at 6,00 pm. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

75th Anniversary of VE Day 

Come and celebrate with us with a  
Fish and Chip Supper 

7.30 pm on Saturday 9 May  
at 

Swindon Community Centre 

Enjoy a delicious Fish and Chip Supper, followed by 
home-made pudding.   

Take part in a light-hearted Quiz, and raise the roof 
with a Community Sing-a-long. 

All for the price of £8.00! 

All profits raised with be shared between                                 
St Michael’s and St John’s 

Tickets available from Church members,                        
or ring 01384 835140 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Special Service of                                
Thanksgiving for Peace 

Sunday 10 May at 11.00 am 

Everyone will be very welcome 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

FORWARD NOTICE 

The Summer Fayre at St Michael’s will be on 
Saturday 13 June from 11.00 am - 4.00 pm. 

Please put the date in your diary!!! 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON 

You will be very welcome to join us for the 
following services during April and May 

Palm Sunday, Holy Communion 

Sunday 5 April, at 9.30 am 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Maundy Thursday  

Thursday 9 April 

Holy Communion,                                                                       
with a simple supper beforehand at 7.00 pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Easter Day, Holy Communion 

Sunday 12 April, 9.30 pm 

Easter Egg Hunt at 5.15 pm, followed by 

Easter Praise at 6.00 pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please note that other than Easter Day, if an evening service 
is indicated, there will not be a morning service, as well 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Evening Worship,   
Sunday 26 April, 6.00 pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A Service of Celebration for V E Day,  

Sunday 10 May, 6.00 pm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Evening Worship,  
Sunday 31 May, 6.00 pm 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH                            
BOBBINGTON 

Easter Week 

Palm Sunday Service 
Sunday 5 April, 12.15 pm 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Team Service 

Wednesday 8 April, 7.30 pm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Quiet Reflection and Music 

Friday 20 April, 12.00 pm - 1.00 pm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Easter Day Service 

Sunday 12 April  at 11.15 am 

 

www.pennsingers.org.uk 

Some Enchanted Evening 
Penn United Reform Church  

WV4 5QP 

featuring 

Jackfield 10-Piece Band 

Saturday 11 July 2020 

£8.50    7.30 pm 

Tickets : 01902 338570 / 01902 652992 

Penn Singers Charity Fund, supporting 
Sands Stillbirth and Neonatal Death 

 

Penn Singers is a Registered Charity, 503894 and 

Member of the National Association of Choirs 
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Elsie Vera Piper was born 14 October 
1923, almost 100 years ago, in Essex.  
She was the eldest of seven children.  
Growing up, Elsie and her family lived in 
Suffolk, a place that always stayed in her 
heart long after she moved up to the 
Midlands when she married.  

Elsie, at the age of 14 went to work in 
service at Rendham Rectory.  Her time 
there taught her many life skills such as 
home cooking, jam-making, sewing and 
pickling.  And most importantly, it was 
where she learnt how to make possibly 
the best pastry in England. Elsie’s time at 
the rectory was a happy one and what 
she learnt there became a part of her character and 
who she was.  She never lost her love for home 
cooking and baking. 

The outbreak of World War Two saw her go to work on 
a farm as a Land Girl, which involved driving tractors 
and general farm work.  Elsie would often tell us the 
story of when the Germans were flying overhead 
and she was tasked, whilst in the field, with holding 
the horses down so they wouldn’t bolt.  

Although this was a time of fear and uncertainty, a 
wonderful blessing came into Elsie’s life when she 
met her husband Tom.  He was in the army and 
happened to be billeted next door to Elsie’s mother’s 
house.  They were married at Kelsale church in 
1943 and they never looked back.  Elsie was 20 
years old when she married Tom and it was a 
marriage that lasted for more than 60 years. 

Once Tom and Elsie were married, Tom brought 
Elsie up to the Midlands to live at his mother’s house 
in Swindon. 

Elsie had a few different jobs during her life, one of 
them being a nanny for the Watkins family.  Sadly, 
Tom and Elsie were never able to have children of 
their own. Elsie worked at the Forge Stores in 
Swindon and also ran the fish and chip shop with my 
grandmother.  

With fondness, I say that Elsie was a great help and 
support to our grandmother when life was difficult, 
and she helped wherever she could in looking after 

 ELSIE VERA PIPER 

our grandmother’s growing family.  
Elsie continued to live a happy life 
with Tom at Winston Road in 
Swindon, they spent many hours 
tending to their beautiful garden and 
went on holidays to places such as 
the Isle of Wight and Scotland.  They 
certainly had a very memorable holiday 
in Spain with the family whilst visiting 
my mum who lived there. 

St John’s church in Swindon, and the 
people who have cared for it, were the 
foundation of Elsie’s life. Along with 
others she gave much of her time and 
love to maintain its upkeep.  She 

spent countless hours making jam, marmalade and 
her famous pickled onions which she would sell to 
raise funds.  Both she and Tom were also active 
members of the British Legion and were in fact invited 
to The Royal Albert Hall and Buckingham Palace. 

In her free time Elsie also collected for the 
Children’s Society and spent many long hours 
knitting blankets that would be sent to poverty-stricken 
places in Africa. She believed they would be a way 
for mothers who had nothing else, to give comfort to 
their babies.  She  
loved being an active member of the church PCC 
and choir, and was very fond of the friends she 
made through the church.  Elsie spent many joyful 
Monday afternoons at the Over 60’s club in Swindon 
(I think I would have quite liked to go!), she seemed 
to have a great time playing bingo and winning 
endless tins of soup and chocolate biscuits! 

Sadly, Tom passed away in 2006.  Elsie was of course 
heart-broken but she was strong and determined 
and she coped remarkably well alone.  It was only last 
year that she became weaker and unable to carry on 
living her life the way she’d known, and so she spent 
the last months of her life in Woodlands Retirement 
Home.  She was in relatively good health until she 
passed away on the 26 December.   Elsie had a 
wonderfully long and healthy life and we are so 
thankful that there was no suffering for her at the 
end.  

Elsie was certainly a character with a strong and 

There are two types of people; those who enter a room 
and say, “Well, here I am,” and those who enter and say, 

“Ah, there you are!” 

Elsie on her 90th birth-

  

NEWLY-RETIRED, 
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL 

TRUST? 
Then this may be of interest to you 

The Wolverhampton National Trust, which supports 
Wightwick Manor and Moseley Old Hall, meet on 
two Friday mornings every month between September 
and April, at The Lindens, Tettenhall Road, 10.30 
am for 11.00 am start. 

So if you enjoy the company of like-
minded people, like listening to 
interesting speakers, and enjoy 
occasional outings and trips, then 
contact  : 

Secretary Mrs Val Billings,                     
07790 605680 

 

Wombourne Library and 
Community Centre 

Vintage & Craft Fayre 

 Sunday, 21 June 2020 

11.00 am - 4.00 pm 

Admission £1.00 - under 16’s free 

For further details, please email 
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 Official Opening of The Good 
Shepherd Ministries Centre -                      

65 Waterloo Road 

BACKGROUND   

The Hospitaller Order of the Brothers of Saint John 
of God, (abbreviation OH), is a Roman 
Catholic order founded in 1572.  The Brothers have 
been involved in supporting the community in 
Wolverhampton for 40 years and in 2003, the Good 
Shepherd Ministry was established to address 
poverty and homelessness. 

The 25 February was beautifully sunny and we 
were welcomed into the reception area with coffee/
tea/hot chocolate and a breakfast bap!  The Address 
by the Provincial of the Hospitaller Brothers, Brother 
Donatus Forkan, OH, gave us the history of the Order 
followed by a short Service of Blessing led by 
Monsignor Mark Crisp. 

In a guided 
tour of the newly-furbished and extended 
premises we were shown: 

The computer hub, new toilets, showers, kitchen, 
dining room, a music room. 

A room with 20 camp beds, each with a freshly 
laundered sleeping bag. 

Two store rooms for donations (one for jackets, 
shoes/boots etc, another for toiletries) 

Small Interview Rooms for guests to see a Brother; 
a Nurse skilled in drug dependency 

Each day - coffee/tea/hot chocolate, and breakfasts 
are served to guests.  Later a mid-day meal. 

At least 40 food parcels are packed up each day. 

In the evening, the rough sleepers come in for hot 
drinks, biscuits then bed. 

Food is taken out to those not willing to come in. 

The Rotary Club has refurbished a Bus with bunk beds 
and sleeping bags. 

The emphasis is on getting people into housing and 
into employment.  Those who may be heading for 
homelessness are prevented from doing so. 

Volunteers are needed, including for watching over 
the rough sleepers. 

Donations lists are available. 

This newly opened centre will be able to deliver 
more services to benefit individuals living destitute 
lives.  A ‘one-stop-shop’ with the food service, a 
multi-agency hub, an on-site Training Room, a Clinic 
Room for Health Interventions, as well as the Church 
Night Shelter delivered by Enterprise Homes Group. 

THE VISION 

‘to end homelessness in 
Wolverhampton, improve 
health and well-being and 
create sustainable 
pathways out of 

homelessness and poverty.’ 

 

 
 
 

The 
Night  
Shelter 

The Good 
Shepherd 
Bus 
And Sleeping 
Pod in the 
bus 

Sunday Evening at Kingsway 

Evening services on a Sunday are not too common these days, but this year at 
Kingsway has seen a succession of exceptionally memorable speakers.   

 

We started with Pastor Ben Oliver from Sheffield telling his story of coming to know Jesus as a result of Pastor John 
speaking about "mustard seed faith" at a family funeral.  Then Pastor Leon Evans of Halesowen  spoke of the 
challenges of raising a severely handicapped child, followed by Pastor Peter Wright  of Gornal on the uses and 
abuses of Social Media.  

There was a no less memorable Churches Together at St Benedict’s and with the enthralling story of members  of 
the URC's speaker's family being incarcerated and killed for resistance to the Nazis.  

Back at Kingsway, we held a quiz night in aid of the Tear Fund, then Pastor Nigel Tween, former principal of 
Elim Bible College at Malvern, who was with us all day, spoke about evangelist Philip in the book of Acts.  He was 
called from a successful mission in Samaria, where miracles were happening, to the desert where God had 
arranged an appointment with an Ethiopean eunuch - unexpected pain for spiritual gain.  Then Rob Cooper 
spoke about "Let God be God", and on 23 February, Pastor Graham Field gave a prophetic message about a 
new season at Kingsway from Song of Songs  - "The winter is over and past, and the time of singing has come".  
As I write we are about to have our AGM as our Sunday evening service - all part of the variety we have come 
to expect. 

I can remember when our attendance at our evening services seemed to be in terminal decline.   Now we have 
steadily increasing numbers including some young people.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
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Sowing my seed, I was, same as every year, when 

the Teacher came by with his followers.  He stopped 

and watched me a bit, then they moved on to the hill 

where the crowd were waiting for him to speak.  I was 

busy but I could tell he was talking about me - he was 

broadcasting imaginary seed as he spoke
1
.  It was 

then the other man appeared.  Young fellow, he was, 

smartly dressed, looked like a man who knew a lot.  

Hadn't seen him before so I asked, "Who are you?"  

"Me?" he replied - "I'm The Future!".   Went on to talk 

about how new ideas were coming, how sowing the 

old broadcast way was wasteful.   You wouldn't need 

to spread seed on paths and poor ground which wasn't 

fertile.   And a machine called a seed drill would put it 

in nice tidy rows so you could weed it easily.  He even 

had a model - "prototype" he called it - and it really 

did work!   "But wait a bit", he said, " I'm working on a 

better one.   It'll sow six rows at a time and an ox will 

pull it." 

To cut a long story short, next year I bought one of 
his new seed drills.  I got some funny looks at first 
but I got results.   After the first year I had enough 
money to buy another field, and I took out the hedge 
so the ox could do both at once.   So it went on, my 
farm grew, my crops grew even better and my bank 
balance best of all.  So well that I decided I would 
build new barns to store the grain, and I could retire 
and let my hired hands do the work.  It didn't need 
so much skill now, after all. 

So I was feeling pretty good when another stranger 
came by.   An older man this was and his clothes 
weren't the height of fashion either.  He came along 
steadily, his eyes taking everything in.  "Who are 
you?" I asked again.   "My name's  Wisdom," he 
said, "I've been around a long time".   I wasn't 
surprised to hear that but his next move was 
unexpected.   He put a finger to his lips to hush me 
and said, "Listen!".   I did, but there was only silence.  
"No birds!" he grunted.  Well who wants birds, 
useless things that eat your seeds, I thought.  Then 
he pointed to my field. "Look!" he commanded.  
Nothing special there that I could see, except a 

 The Farmer's Story 

with acknowledgements to the Parable of the Sower 

promising harvest.  "Where are the flowers?" he 
asked.  Flowers, I thought, he must mean those 
weeds.  They used to grow all mixed up with the 
wheat

2
 but now I can hoe between the rows.  What's 

the problem?   He threw his arms wide open.  
"Where are they?" he said.   "The poor people".  I 
knew who he meant - the nuisances.  Came from 
the towns saying they had a right to get my corn 
from the corner of the fields

3
.  Well my new methods 

mean I don't waste seed on corners I can't harvest.  
Of course the poor people went - good riddance! 

Then he bent down and felt the crop - about to fill 
out, it was.  He frowned and said "Feel it yourself".  
So I did, and my heart sank.  Instead of full ears there 
were empty husks - a  fraction of the yield I 
expected.  My new friend nodded gravely.  "No 
flowers," he said, "so no insects.  No insects, no 
crop.  I'm sorry but it won't be a good year for you”, 
and I knew he was right.  "Remember that 
Teacher?" he said.  "He told a story about a man 
who filled his barns but lost his soul

4
.  A fool, God 

called him".   I listened to the empty silence, I 
contemplated the drab fields, and I knew he was right.  
I'd been a fool to listen to that young Future and I'd 
lost my soul.  I'd smash his wretched machine and 
go back to the old ways.  But Wisdom caught my arm 
and stopped me.  "Not so fast" he said.  "Did that 
young man tell you who he worked for?  The 
Teacher called his boss "Mammon" and he meant 
that money had become his god

5
.  There's a world 

out there needs feeding.  Those poor people can 
gather their basic needs with dignity if you leave them 
a bit on purpose

6
.  And you can let the weeds grow 

at the edge of your fields and the flowers and bees 
will come back.  And if you replant those hedges, so 
will the birds and their songs.  The Teacher said  that 
no man can serve two masters: it's either God or 
Mammon

5
.  You're called to be a farmer because the 

world needs food.  Use all the cleverness you can get 
to do it better, but do it to serve God, not your bank 
balance". 

With that he started to walk away leaving me much 
to think about, but then he turned round and spoke 
again.    "Unless the grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies it stays a single grain.  Only if it falls 

Cowslip or Cow Slop?    
The name cowslip is believed to be a mispronunciation of cow slop, so named 
because the flowers are traditionally found near cow pats in pastures!   It is 
a widespread plant of grassland, not to be confused with primrose which is 
more of a woodland plant.  

Cowslip can grow in many soils but really thrives in limestone and chalk grassland.  It is an important 
nectar source for insects including bees, beetles and butterflies, as it flowers early and can carpet an 
area where conditions are suitable.  Look out for the yellow brimstone butterfly, which is on the wing early in the year, this 
may be feeding on cowslip flowers.  Like many wildflowers, cowslip has been part of the herbalists’ collection for centuries.  
It has a sedative quality so is used to treat sleep problems whilst the ‘citrusy’ flavoured flowers can help with coughs. 
Cowslip flowers were also used to flavour wine and can be found in traditional Spanish recipes. 

Also known as St Peter’s Keys or Keys of Heaven, cowslips were believed to have grown where St Peter dropped the 
Key to Earth.  You may have cowslips in your churchyard grassland, if so try and leave the areas where it occurs uncut until 
the flowers have finished and set seed.  Cowslip does not grow high so perhaps you could set your mower blade at 10 cm 
so that the leaves are not shredded by subsequent mows. 

      All the best, Harriet Carty     Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor 
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    Alan Harbottle              

 Mobile 07813 961830 
  Office 01902 326124 

alan@ashheating.co.uk 

        WORCESTER 
        Bosch Group 

            Accredited Installer 

Summit Arboricultural Services 
•  All Tree work undertaken 
•   Waste removed off site 
•   NPTC Certified 
•   Fully insured 

PLUS all Landscaping 
work carried out 

Samuel Plant 
Home  01902 896560 
Mobile 07823 779369 

Email: stihlsawsammy@gmail.com 

CARPETS AND FLOOR COVERINGS 

Des Fellows 
2 Station Road, Wombourne 

Tel: Wombourne (01902) 893711 
SPECIAL STOCK OFFERS 

Cushionflors  *  Carpets  *  Remnants 
All types and qualities of Carpets  

supplied and Expertly Fitted 
Many Rugs        Carpet Whipping & Fringing 

Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds 

To arrange a home 
visit call Helen on 

01902 892195 
07515 515 542 

Helen Ryan  DipCFHP, MVR, MPSPract 
           Foot Health Practitioner 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

In the comfort of your own home  

Call     F I O N A     on 

or 

 

High Quality Workmanship 
Fully Qualified Tradesmen 

Advanced City & Guilds 
33 years’ experience 

Free quotations 

Member of the Guild of Master Craftsmen  

12 Himley Lane, Swindon, DY3 4PW 

01384 401859 
07981 596109 

D  E  C  O  R  A  T  I  N  G 

Pest-a-Way 

 

Pest Control 

Wasps, rats, mice, 

moles, ants, etc., 

 

Please call Malcolm 

07931 243077 

Roger Piper 

Eng  Tech  LCGI  MIPHE  RP 

6 Longford Close, Wombourne 
Staffordshire, WV5 8HN 

Telephone    

01902 893334 

Mobile:  
07973 841344 

Plumbing, gas & 
Central heating ser-

 

 

Tel : 01902 335976 
Mob : 07958 500386 

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Smoke 
Alarms - Safes - Door & Window Locks 
- Security Lights - Intercoms - Access 

Control  

INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALIST: 
New Systems Installed 

Existing Systems Maintained 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured - All 
Work 

Guaranteed - Friendly, Reliable, Local 
Service with 25 years’ experience 

The Answer to all your Security 
Needs 

Keith Middlebrook 

orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com 

Wolverhampton       
Bike Shed 

Community based bike 
repair and recycling, 

powered by volunteers 
St Philip’s Church, Pennfields, WV3 7EN 

CONTACT  Joe Maggs 07988 447963 

info@wolverhamptonbikeshed.org 
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L. M. SNEYD 

Painter and Decorator 
Plumbing                                Plastering 
Building Services       Property Repairs 
Carpentry                            Roof Repairs 

Artex Ceilings 

128 Himley Lane, Himley 

01902 324302 / 892876 

 

Tel: 01902 743892 
Mobile: 07774 732353 

M J McCarthy 
Plumbing & Heating 

Complete Fitted Bathroom Service,  
including Tiling & Electrics 

Installation, Service & Repair 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 

The  treasures on offer at  Caerlaverock, 
Mersehead, Threave and Loch Ken, are all 
easy drives from McMurdoston’s comfortable 
self-catering cottages and welcoming B & B.  
Mind you, with red squirrels, tree sparrows 
and red kites on the doorstep you may just 

want to stay here. 

www.mcmurdoston.co.uk            Sarah or Steve         01387 740200 

WAINWRIGHT  
        ELECTRICAL  
              SERVICES LTD 
24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

INDUSTRIAL  -  COMMERCIAL 
 AND DOMESTIC 

Electrical installations 
NICEIC Approved Contractor 

WOMBOURNE 
CIVIC CENTRE 

Function & meeting 
rooms for hire 

Discounts available for   
Wombourne Residents 

Call or email for prices              
and availability 

01902 896300 
enquiries@wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.wombourneparishcouncil.org.u

BROOKBEDE ROOFING & BUILDING LTD 
We offer a complete roofing and building service 

All Flat Roofs  *  New Roofs  *  Tiled & Slate  *  Repointing  *  Chimneys 

 01902 895526                  07714 765 678 
Ingledene, Gravel Hill, Wombourne 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

    

 A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE                  

 01902 896170 : MOBILE 07721 754000   

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk 

LUNCH AND 
DINNER 
PARTIES 

* 

COCKTAIL 
PARTIES 

BUSINESS 
LUNCHES 

* 
FUNERALS 

* 
HOT/COLD 
BUFFETS 

Window Cleaning        

Water-fed pole or traditional  

Gutter, soffit and              

fascia cleaning 

Contact Mal Boden 

Your Cleaner      
Solution 

Would you like a reliable friendly, fully insured cleaner to 
help you with your daily chores? 
With 10 years’ experience and Wombourne based, our 
rates are typically £10.50 hour.  

www.yourcleanersolution.com 
info@yourcleanersolution.com 

 

Mr  G  OAKLEY 
17 Tipton Road, Sedgley 

Tel: 01902 885112   Mobile 07932651294 
CRB CLEARED 

All Aspects Of Building Maintenance Undertaken                        

TREE SURGERY - FELLED OR REDUCED 
JUNGLES CLEARED - RUBBISH REMOVED 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING : SLABBING & 

PAVING :  PATIOS PRESSURED CLEANING 
UPVC FASCIA & GUTTERING : NEW UPVC 

WINDOWS & DOORS : PLUMBING, BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS - NEW & REPAIRS : GUTTERS 

CLEANED & EMPTIED : DECORATING INSIDE & 
OUT : LOGS FOR SALE  : LICENSED TO CARRY 

RUBBISH 
From roof to Garden, No Job Too Small 

Member of Dudley Age Concert Fix-A-Home Scheme 

COMPANY DIRECTOR : MR GAVIN OAKLEY 

WEST  MIDLANDS LTD 

VILLAGE PODIATRISTS 

Keeping local feet active 

Situated in the heart of the village, near 
the cricket club, Village Podiatrists (new 
name for RP Chiropody) are a team of 
highly qualified podiatrists, who treat feet 
from all walks of life. 

If you develop a problem with your feet 
or toes (including verrucae, ingrowing 
toenails, bunions, calluses, corns, 
general foot pain or diabetic 

complications), then contact Village 
Podiatrists. 

New Surgery at 

Suite 2, The Lodge, Carriers Fold, 
WOMBOURNE 

    01902 893454 
www.villagepodiatrists.com 

  

D Fellows Interiors   
Wombourne   

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Bedrooms  

01902 546636     07703 735670 

dinteriors@outlook.com             
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Family 

A mother and son were washing 
dishes while the father and daughter 
were watching TV in the family room.  
Suddenly, there was an almighty 
crash of breaking dishes, then 
complete silence. The girl looked at 
her dad and said, “It was Mum.” 

“How do you know?” asked her 
father in amazement. 

Wills and                                      
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 
Friendly, personal service      

from local solicitor with over            
25 years’ experience 

 
For a free informal discus-
sion about Wills, Probate, 

and                 Power of At-
torney, ring 

 
Vincent Oakley, Solicitor 

01902 743333 
 

Free Home Visits, if needed 

 

Service, Repairs, Diagnostics 

Martin Weston 
Unit 9, Smestow Bridge Trading Estate 

07976 850 060 
mbm.specialistrepairers@gmail.com 

MBM  SPECIALISTS 

  

LAWNMOWING & 
GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

Locally based 
Fully insured 

No job too small 
Occasional or Regular        

assistance given 

Free no-obligation quotes 

Telephone James Saunders 

01902 341650 
07811 058007 

FOX 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS 

Paul Fox - Wombourne  
Tel: 01902 897668 

Mobile: 07855 301137 

Plastering 
Interior & Exterior Painting 
Brickwork & Re-pointing 
Carpentry 
Kitchens 
Patios & Driveways 
Fencing 
Roof Repairs 
UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
Drainage 

Friendly, Reliable Service 
Free Quotations 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

(M: Methodist  U: United Reformed   
RC: Roman Catholic) 

HIMLEY FUNERAL 
Mar 6 Dorothy Joan Baker 

SWINDON FUNERALS 
Jan 21 Elsie Piper 
Jan 27 Doris Cartwright 
Jan 31 Margaret Boyle 

WOMBOURNE BAPTISMS 
Feb 9 Alfie Karl Wood 
 Kayla Jade Wood 
 Jorge Arthur Wood 
 Imogen Averley Ann Shaw 
 Harrison Thomas Stevens  
Mar 8 Holly Marie Hemming 
 Jessica May Eliza 
Parrock 

 WOMBOURNE FUNERALS 
Jan 14 Eileen Maud James  U 
Jan 22 Frank Hewitt 
Jan 27 Raymond Williams 
Jan 28 Margaret Shadlock   M 
Jan 30 Gavin Philip George   
                                         Reed 
Jan 31 Jean Savage 
 Maureen Gaskin   M 
Feb 4 John Charles Pople 
Feb 5 William Beedle 
 Peter Malcolm Dyson 
Feb 12 Robert Brian Shepherd 
Feb 18 Ivan James Titley 
Feb  19 Denise Paskin 
Feb 21 Roger George Moore 
Feb 26 Catherine  Mary Ward 
Feb 28 Wesley Taylor 
Mar 2 John Green    M 
Mar 3 Marguerite (Rita)  
                   Thomas 
Mar 16 Pam Smith   M 

 

During February John Larwood gave us an illustrated talk about his trips 
to Antarctica, visiting the various penguin colonies that can be found 
there. 

This was followed by a volunteer from The Well, which is a local Christian 
community project, who run Wolverhampton's main foodbank, supporting 
city residents, plus some in the villages bordering the North of the city. 

March welcomed Graham White who spoke humorously of ‘gardening 
mishaps’ that  can arise from weather, wildlife and garden tools!  This was 
followed by our second visit from Ruth Lowe’s evening, ‘ Mary Quant’ Part 
2, talking of Mary’s later life, career and designs complete with original 
clothing and memorabilia. 

Meetings are on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursday of each month in The 

Venerable Bede at 8 pm.  New members and visitors are always 
welcome. 

Forthcoming meetings: 

9 April       Maundy Thursday at St Benedict’s 

23
 
April     St George’s Day party and quiz 
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8 MAY 1945 - 8 MAY 2020 

75th Anniversary of VE Day 
8 May1945 is a day that will go down in British history.  
This was the day that saw the end of the war in 
Europe.  It ended six years of wasted bloodshed, 
and we must always be grateful to all those people 
who gave their lives so that we may live in peace 
today. 

Bletchley Park, now a venue for concerts, was in those 
days the hub of information for daily reports on the 
latest war situations.  It was a building that Sir Winston 
Churchill, our Prime Minister at the time, made daily 
contact. 

I remember this date well as a young boy growing 
up in Sidmouth.  During the war, places like Exeter 
and Plymouth were badly bombed, like so many other 
parts of the country that included Birmingham and 
Coventry. 

Seventy-five years is a very long time and I know 
that many more events will be added to the calendar 
during the month of April.  One event that did catch 
my eye was a day trip on the Royal Scot train which 
runs on the Nene Valley Railway with VE celebrations 
on board. For those wishing to stay at home I am 
sure there will be blanket coverage on television and 
the media in general. 

Wombourne, like the rest of the country, will 
celebrate in style.  I have spoken to a number of local 
traders and they are keen to decorate their shop 
windows with a 75 year theme.  For those who are 
keen on military matters there is a special exhibition 
being held at the Imperial War Museum.  Street 
parties will be the order of the day, and ‘wearing my 
Parish Council hat’, this day was discussed at a 
recent council meeting.  

Only an hour’s drive from our village is the National 
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas and I am sure they 
will be holding a remembrance service on 8 May, to 
mark this special day.  The Methodist Church in 
Wombourne is already putting plans in place to mark 
this special day and I am sure other churches in the 
village will follow suit.  It is hoped that many other 
local organisations in Wombourne will make this a 
day to remember. 

This year’s early May Bank Holiday will be moved 
back four days so the whole of the United Kingdom 
can celebrate VE Day.  

    John Pike     
     

For those of you, who, like me, do not remember much of 
this period, “Adolf Hitler, the Nazi leader, had committed 
suicide on 30 April, during the Battle of Berlin.  Germany’s 
surrender was authorised by his successor - the actual act 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S CATHOLIC           

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School was delighted 
to welcome Archbishop Bernard Longley to School 
to celebrate its Golden Jubilee Mass on Thursday 6 
February.   

The village school in Wombourne was opened in 1969 
and at one point housed only 49 pupils.  It has  gone 
from strength to strength in the last 50 years, and now 
has 102 pupils. 

Archbishop Longley thanked everyone who joined in 
the Mass celebration - parents, pupils past and pre-
sent, parishioners and staff.  He made mention of 
Mrs Pike who had volunteered to play for the Mass, 
and the children who sang so beautifully. 

  Jayne Keegan-Hobbs, Headteacher 

PLAYING WITH FIRE   
‘sparking’ memories 

The article ‘on fire’ in the last issue of Grapevine, 
(the Minister’s letter), brought back vivid memories 
of my childhood, growing up in Heald Green in 
Cheshire,    2 miles from Ringway, before it became 
famous as Manchester Airport. 

At home, coal fires, an art form with a foundation of 
hand-chopped sticks and half a firelighter, backed 
up at night with nutty slack, provided warmth and hot 
water.  As long as you sat close enough - within two 
feet - and didn’t mind red legs, you were warm.  
Leaving the room to make a cuppa, or warm the 
bathroom with its heat and light ceiling unit, was on 
a rota in our house! 

However, the coal fire brought the family together, and 
my most treasured memories are of sitting around it 
while my father read Enid Blyton books to us - The 
Faraway Tree was a particular favourite of mine - 
igniting my imagination and lifelong love of 
language.  And when in Sunday School we sang the 
hymn ‘Jesus bids us shine’, with the line, ‘You in 
your small corner, and I in mine’, it reminded me 
when I sat quietly in the inglenook fire place at 
home, that I belonged to a wonderful world, and 
gave me a worldwide view of people and the 
Church, which has stayed with me to this day. 

And what fun it was to look for 
pictures in the coals;  faces, 
mountains, snakes, trees, 
irresistible to a young child’s 
imagination. 

On winter afternoons there was 
nothing tastier than cooking 
chestnuts on a paint tin lid, 
listening to them cracking as 
they split their shells, then 
sampling the delicious insides 
without burning our fingers - 
and after a Sunday roast lunch, 
we often had crumpets for tea, 
held on long toasting forks, 
usually only seen in antique 
shops nowadays. 

WOLVERHAMPTON                       
PENSIONERS’ GROUP 

meet on the last Friday of each month 

10.30 am at the Civic Centre, Wolverhampton 

(anyone over 50 welcomed - you do not need to live 
in Wolverhampton to join) 

     Mark Cooper 
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SEDGLEY & 

WOMBOURNE       
ROTARY CLUB  

 
Our members joined the ladies of our Inner 
Wheel Club for a most enjoyable evening of 
Kurling at the Bede Hall.  The proceeds of 
the evening went to the District Chairman’s 
Inner Wheel charity, Alzheimer’s and the 
National Children’s Deaf Society. 

The next event saw another packed house at 
Wombourne High School for the annual Jazz 
Concert.  The Eagle Jazz Band might be in 
the twilight of their careers, but like red 
wine, they get better for keeping - another 
excellent evening.   Our President, Graham 
Rowley, organised this event and he was 
also responsible for the Youth Speaks 
Competition at Kinver.  He is having a good 
year in the chair. 

Our club made a sizable donation to our 
Rotary friends “down under” to help with the 
terrible fires they have experienced in 
Australia.  Thanks to the good nature of the 
local community at Christmas, we are able 
to help deserving causes like this. 

After many years of excellent service, 
George Blakey is standing down as the club 
secretary and will be replaced by a new 
member, in that post, Jo Kerridge.  Jo is the 
daughter of former Wombourne Parish 
Councillor, Mary Ellis and her husband, 
Harry, will be our Club President next year. 

Next month will show all that is good about 
Rotary when they showcase their wares at the 
NEC in Birmingham.  It is a three-day event 
and is free to Rotarians and the public to 
attend.  The event runs for the first three 
days in May and will feature the work of many 
volunteer organisations in this country. 

Two other events that were enjoyed by our 
members. At the end of February we were 
at The Lindens in Tettenhall Road, for a 
Ladies Evening and then at the end of 
March we held an International Evening at 
the French Connection Restaurant in 
Stourbridge.  Well done to all concerned.   

The Club gave a donation to former member 
Alan Peace to support his 630 mile walk for 
Cancer Research.  We wish you well Alan.  
Finally this month we are delighted to 
congratulate one of our newest members, 
Viquar Quarashi.  Viquar, who is an 
orthopaedic surgeon at Russell’s Hall 
Hospital, has just been awarded a major 
Rotary award.   At the NEC on 2 May he will 
now receive the Annual Champion’s Award as 
a Champion of Change.  In his home country 
of Pakistan he has now fitted over 10,000 
artificial limbs.  

Well done Viquar, our Rotary Club is proud 
of you.  

SOVEREIGNTY RESTORED – 
PROSPERITY ASSURED 

Conservative members from all parts of South Staffs 
converged on Codsall on 31 January to celebrate the United 
Kingdom leaving the European Union.  We were in the Union 
for 47 years and this was some party.  After nearly four years 
of getting nowhere, the big day came at last, but not to 
everyone’s wishes. 

As you entered the hall, you were faced with a mass of Union 
Jack flags, and that set the tone for the evening.  The 
entertainment was provided by the Ukulele Strummers and 
that was followed by a Quiz on European Affairs, and, would 
you believe it, Irish Bingo.  That was conducted very well by 
Richard Chapman. 

WV8 1BX was a very popular place that night with seventy 
people enjoying a wonderful celebration evening that was 
organised so well by Kirstin and Matt Ewart.  Gosh!  I nearly 
forgot to say the Fish and Chip Supper was good as well. The 
evening closed with the singing of Land of Hope and Glory 
and the National Anthem.     
    John Pike 

SEDGLEY & WOMBOURNE                   
INNER WHEEL  

 

I am the fifth Present of Inner Wheel this year and I am 
serving the months of March and April.  

I have been invited to the Parish Council Civic Reception and 
Dinner on 21 March, which  I have attended before, wearing 
a different hat, and this is always a lovely evening to be part 
of.   

On 25 April, I am organising a coffee morning at my house in 
Penn, proceeds to the Guide Dogs for the Blind.  

On 15 May, for our Gentlemen’s evening, we are having a 
race night at the Bede Hall in Wombourne and this should be 
a fun evening for all to enjoy -  there may be some lucky winners 
amongst us!  

I look forward to my two months in the hot seat and hope it 
goes well!  

SEDGLEY AND WOMBOURNE PROBUS CLUB 
In January we held our Annual General Meeting to appoint 
officials and assess our situation with reduced membership. We 
decided to continue with our current formation and attempt to 
find some new members, so if any of you readers would like to 
check out our  hospitality there are details below. 

In February our speaker explained the background to the 
writing of the book “Dracula” by Bram Stoker at the end of the 
19

th
 century.  It is not well known that there has been a keen 

interest in “afterlife” activities since the 11
th

 century.    

At the beginning of March we had the funeral of Trevor Ridgway 
who has been a key worker in the club for the past few years and 
will be sorely missed. The club was well represented at the service. 

Probus Clubs are linked by means of a Quarterly Magazine 
which publishes reports from clubs throughout the country 
and a website with useful information at  :   
www.probusonline.org 

If you would like to sample our hospitality or 
would like a copy of the latest magazine from our 
national organisation, please contact John Bolus 

http://www.probusonline.org/
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In April 2019, just before his fourth birthday, 
Reuben, my grandson, was diagnosed after an 
extensive period of ‘not being well’, as having a 
neuroblastoma cancer in his abdomen and other 
parts of his body. This cancer is rare, about 100 
children a year are diagnosed in Britain every year.  
It can also be very difficult to treat because it is often 
not identified until it is physically large, children not 
being able to describe what is wrong with them. 

As soon as the initial tentative diagnosis of ‘a cancer 
of some sort’ was made Reuben was rushed into 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital, and underwent an 
extensive set of tests and examinations to pin-point 
the type of cancer, its size, location, relationship with 
other organs and how fast it was growing.  All of 
these tests Reuben accepted without a murmur of 
complaint, possibly because they also gave him 
large doses of morphine to deal with the pain. For 
about four months previously he had only 
occasionally received calpol, so his relief from the 
pain must have been substantial. 

There then followed an emotional roller-coaster as the 
specialists started to outline the treatment plan they 
had in mind for him - Chemotherapy, Surgery, more 
Chemotherapy, Stem Cell / Bone Marrow 
Replacement, Radiotherapy and finally (we hope) 
Immunotherapy. Each stage of the treatment, so far, 
has involved both massive successes and heart-
rending set-backs. Originally the tumour was viewed 
as being too big to operate on, and also it had 
spread too far. Chemotherapy was given and 
succeeded in reducing the tumour in his abdomen 
and killing much of the cancerous cells, especially in 
the other parts of his body. The next step was surgery 
on the tumour.  Again, much of the tumour was dealt 
with, but not all of it.  Another session of 
chemotherapy was prescribed, and this was 
pronounced as being very successful.  Only small 
numbers of cancerous cells remained in his body, and 
these might be already dead.  To make sure, in 
January 2020, Reuben underwent a three-week 
course of radiotherapy.  As this article is being 
written he is part way through this treatment.  There 
will then follow another series of tests to ensure that 
the cancer is completely dead.  The expected final 
treatment will be immunotherapy to stimulate the 
immune system to fight any cells that turn 
cancerous. 

All through his treatment the staff at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital have been superb. They have 
focused on Reuben as an individual, gaining his 
trust and always talking first to him. It is clear that for 
the staff this is more than a job - they have an 

 Reuben Taylor and The Way Of Saint James 
obvious desire to treat the child, destroy the cancer 
and assist the parents to come to terms with 
probably the most difficult situation they have ever 
faced. 

This is where the Way of Saint James comes into 
the story.  Firstly, as a way of saying ‘thank you’ to 
the Birmingham Children’s Hospital, I want to raise 
funds for their Charity.  The Way of Saint James is a 
route of 800 kilometres, 500 miles, from St Jean 
Pied-de-Port in south west France to Santiago de 
Compostela in north west Spain.  It is walked by 
about 200,000 people every year and starting in 
early May this year  I will be one of them.  I hope to 
be sponsored on this walk.  If you want to make a 
donation, please see my details below. 

Secondly, I want to say ‘thank you’ to God and all 
those who have been praying for Reuben for 
bringing him through to this stage and supporting 

Chris and Sinead, his 
parents, through everything 
that has happened.  There 
have been a number of 
occasions in the last nine 
months when the situation 
has been very fraught.  I 
know that God has been 
close at hand for them all. 

Reuben 27 December 2019 – 
Home For Christmas 

His hair is now growing back. 
The scar on his abdomen is 

starting to fade.  He still walks with a limp, as the 
operation inevitably affected nerves running down to 

his legs, but it is hoped that this will improve over 
time.  He has various other scars where tubes were 
attached to him, and he still has one set of tubes in 

place. 

The Way of Saint James, is its English name, in 
Spanish it is called the Camino de Santiago.  There 
are many variations and lots of different starting points,  
I intend to use the Camino Frances.  The first day is 
‘big’ 27 kilometres, 17 miles, and 1,500 metres of 

Environmentally friendly transport 

While driving in the countryside, a family caught up to an old farmer and his horse-drawn cart.  The farmer obviously had a 
sense of humour, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign: ‘Ecologically efficient vehicle:  runs on 
oats and grass.   Caution: Do not step in exhaust.’ 

Hot 
What do you call a chocolate bunny that was out in the sun too long?  A runny bunny! 

From Church Notice Sheet 

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Mullen, our children’s minister, to come forward and lay an egg 
on the altar. 
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Why not join YOUR local library and find out above 
all the great, and FREE, things we have to offer: 
 
Free wi-fi   Free PC access 
Free eMagazines  Free eAudio books 
Borrow books for free Free access to Ancestry 
IT buddies   Reading Groups 

Borrow free eBooks 

If you have an eReader or tablet, you can borrow from 
a catalogue of FREE titles.  Check what’s on offer  

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libraries 

or call in and see one of our friendly IT buddies. 

The Return of Wombourne Library Film Club 

Staffordshire Libraries are re-teaming with the BBFC 
(British Board of Film Classification) and BF I (British 
Film Institute), Lemos and Crane and Picturehouse 
Cinemas this year to explore the power of film, as 
part of a fantastic project for film club in libraries. 

The Film Club project is a scheme aimed to create 
an inclusive community group of film enthusiasts who 
will all share their reviews and opinions.  

Film enthusiasts will be invited to meet at Wombourne 
Library and watch 7 films during the Spring and Autumn. 
The films are all linked by the theme of ‘long 
distance relationships’ and have been specifically 
chosen by the BBFC, the BFI and Picturehouse 
Cinemas who will provide resources for discussing 
the films further. The films titles will be released each 
month, but it is an interesting mix of movies that will 
celebrate diversity, encourage discussion and 
encourage people to explore something new.  

Staffordshire Libraries will also be supporting this 
project by stocking relevant books on the chosen 
films and theme and also the study of film. The 
project is also taking place in Staffordshire Prison 
Libraries. 

Wombourne Library 

•Wednesday 29
 
April 

•Wednesday 27 May 

•Wednesday 24 June 

•Wednesday 9 September 

•Wednesday 30 September 

•Wednesday 11 November 

A different film will be shown on each date, starting on 
29 April with a special double bill evening to include 
Rocketman director, Dexter Fletcher’s, directorial 
debut ‘Sunshine on Leith’ and the academy award 
nominated short stop-motion animated film ‘My Life as a 
Courgette’. 
We will announce the next months film at the end of 
each evening. 

Arrive by 6:30 pm for prompt film start at 7:00 
pm. 

FREE (Film classifications in this series vary 
between PG and 15 so please ask when booking to 
avoid disappointment).    

Places are limited so please put your name down 
NOW to avoid disappointment.   

Please contact Wombourne Library for more details 
or to book a place on 01902 506055 or through the 

Contact Centre 0300 111 8000 or at 
wombourne.library@staffordshire.gov.uk  

Wombourne Library Walk 

Join us for a healthy 10 mile circular walk from 
Wombourne Library 

The benefits to physical and mental wellbeing of 
walking, especially as part of a social group, are well 
known, so why not join us for healthy walks from 
‘Your Library’ - discover the countryside on your 
doorstep and meet new people. 

Wednesday 22 April 
10:00 am departure           (please arrive for 9:45 
am) 

£2 per person (book early as places are limited)  

Bring a packed lunch and wear sensible footwear 
and clothing for the weather conditions 

Please contact Wombourne Library on 01902 506055 

Bereavement Information Hubs 

Wombourne Library will be hosting Compton Care 
Bereavement Hubs throughout the winter, to provide 
a friendly and welcoming environment for people 
affected by bereavement.  The hubs are a great 
place to meet others in a similar position, whilst 
enjoying a drink and chat, in your local community. 

Community Bereavement Volunteers from Compton 
Care and Cruse Bereavement will be on hand to 
help people access information, advice and 
signposting to local services and support  

Monday 6 April and 4 May,                                     
1.30-3.30 pm, and every first Monday thereafter 

Contacts - Wombourne Library via Contact 
Centre on 0300 111 8000 or 01902 506055,  

Compton Care on 0300 323 0250 - for more 
information, visit, www.comptoncare.org.uk 

IT Buddies available at Wombourne Library 

Do you or someone you know need some help with 
getting online?  Do you need help with a new laptop, 
iPad or tablet you had for Christmas or do you want 
to find out how to access our FREE eServices?  

Try a FREE session with our IT Buddy 

Every Wednesday - please contact the Library to 
book a one hour “1-2-1” session 1.00 - 4.00 pm 
Every other Friday (7, 21 February and 6, 20 
March) 
9.30 am -10.50 am 

Please contact Wombourne Library for more 
information or to pre-book a 1-2-1 via the 
Staffordshire County Council Contact Centre, on 
0300 111 8000 

Come and meet Beacon Centre for the Blind 

We have invited Beacon Centre to promote their 
services for the blind and partially sighted and we 
will be hosting The Beacon Bus every month. 

Wombourne Library  - Wednesday 15 April and        
13 May: 10.00 am - 12.30 pm (and then every 
third Wednesday of every month) 

Do you care for someone with Dementia? 

WOMBOURNE LIBRARY in April and May, 2020 

mailto:wombourne.library@staffordshire.gov.uk
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METHODIST 
JOTTINGS 

 

As a country we are in a state of uncertainty, 
wondering now we have left the EU what 
impact that momentous decision will have on 
our daily lives.  However we feel personally 
about Brexit, we surely have more in 
common with our European neighbours 
than what divides us.  The bonds of 
friendship and co-operation should not be 
broken.   

And we find in our churches, although we 
worship in different ways, when we get 
together for The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, the upcoming World Day of 
Prayer, Lent Lunches and the Good Friday 
service, despite our differences, we are 
better together and real friendships can be 
forged. 

In January we held a coffee morning for 
Singing for Dementia and raised over £200.  
We are also exploring being a dementia-
friendly church, as Staffordshire is working 
towards being a ‘dementia friendly’ county. 

On 15 February we held a coffee morning 
with a difference exploring the theme ‘Love 
is . . .’  with activities, as well as time for 
coffee and a chance to chat.   In the 
evening we held a quiz and were pleased 
to welcome Rev’d Phil and Jo Summers - it 
was lovely that they were on the winning 
team.      Rev’d Phil led a wonderful service 
on the Sunday morning telling us about his 
time as a minister in the East End of 
London and now in rural Gloucestershire. 

Our last two 125
th
 Anniversary events will 

be held in May.  On the 16 May we are 
hosting a concert by the Show Choir 
(tickets available soon) and on the following 
day another of our former ministers,       
Rev’d Robert Ely, will be preaching. 

In the words of one of our favourite hymns 

“We will praise Him for all that is past, 
and trust Him for all that’s to come.” 

 

WOMBOURNE METHODIST                             
WIVES GROUP 

Coffee Morning 
on 

Saturday 2 May, 10 am - 12 noon 

at the Methodist Church 

Entry £1.00                                             
including tea/coffee and cake 

Cake Sale, Raffle, Bric-a-Brac 
stalls 

WOMBOURNE PLAYERS 
present 

Shakespeare’s Romantic Comedy 

‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 
at 

Wombourne Community Centre 

13 - 16 May 2020 

Tickets cost  

Concessions £7.00   :   Adults £8.00 
Opening night special, all tickets, £7.-00 

Can be purchased by calling                                           
David 01384 820360 or Wombourne Library 

A regiment of playboy army officers return from duty looking 
to kick back and party in a local wealthy household  There 
they enjoy wine, women and song, and dig in for a month-
long holiday.  They plan to pass the time by plotting an 
elaborate rouse to bring two warring ex lovers together, a 
couple who spend their days trading barbed insults and 
swearing they will never fall in love and marry. 

But then a bumbling policeman and his inept but well 
meaning assistants stumble on a villain and his henchman as 
they plot to cause a serious scandal.  Due to a series of 
comic misunderstandings, an overbearing father misses his 
chance to save his innocent daughter who is jilted by her 
jealous young lover.  Determined to save the day, a wily vicar 
comes up with a cunning but outrageous plot involving a faked 
death and a stand-in bride but which somehow guarantees a 
happy ending. 

Whether you are a Shakespeare devotee, or a complete 
novice, this Regency set romantic comedy, offers something 

for everyone. 

“Some Cupid kills with arrows,                           
some with traps.” 

Centenary of Black Country WW1 Memorial Tree 
Plantings to be commemorated 100 years to the 

day - 22 March 1920 

The centenary of a Black Country ‘Green’ event paying tribute to 
those who fell in the First World War is to be commemorated 
exactly 100 years to the day on which it happened. 

On Sunday 22 March 2020, trees were planted in All Saints, 
Wolverhampton, a century on from the day on which pupils, 
elected by fellow pupils at All Saints, St Joseph’s and Dudley 
Road Schools planted 30 trees in All Saints Road. 

They then dedicated each tree to “the memory of the brave men 
who died to make the world freer and brighter” in the first 
plantings in a scheme initiated by then Wolverhampton Mayor 
Councillor Thomas Austin Henn of Dunstall Ward. In his mayoral 
address on 10 November 1919 he said he proposed to ask for 
money to plant 1,000 trees chiefly in streets “which were drab and 
dreary monotony”.  He said it would cost £1,200 - nearly £61,500 in 
today’s prices - with Wolverhampton people, particularly pupils, 
parents and staff of schools, raising the money. 

On Sunday 22 March the present Mayor Councillor Claire Darke 
planted trees at The Workspace, All Saints Action Network, All 
Saints Road.  At All Saints Church where a plaque 
commemorates 91 men who died in the WW1. 

Trees are still in All Saints Road - a legacy of original 
plantings  
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KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

There has been plenty of activities going on, both 
locally and nationally, but I just wanted to update 
residents on news from the Village and pledges I 
have kept that will positively impact Wombourne. 

I was gutted to hear of the decision to close 
Wombourne’s Royal Mail Delivery Centre from 
Monday 16 March despite much effort on my part 
to keep it open.  The relocation will undoubtedly 
cause issues for those who are currently working in 
the Centre but residents will still be able to collect 
their deliveries from Wombourne Post Office or you 
can visit royalmail.com/redelivery to arrange for a     
re-delivery time to suit you. 

Finally, a note about the recent outbreak of coronavirus. 
Firstly, let me reassure you that the NHS is well 
prepared to deal with incidents like this, and I am 
assured that the Government has a clear path to 
ensure the public is protected. 

The Secretary of State for Health and Social Care has 
announced strengthened legal powers to bolster public 
health protections against coronavirus.  The 
regulations have been put in place to reduce the risk 
of further human-to-human transmission in this 
country by keeping individuals in isolation where 
public health professionals believe there is a 
reasonable risk an individual may have the virus. 

The UK is one of the first countries to have 
developed a world-leading test for the new 
coronavirus, and the NHS is ready to respond 
appropriately to any cases that emerge.  Clinicians in 
both primary and secondary care have already 
received advice, covering initial detection and 
investigation of possible cases, infection prevention 
and control, and clinical diagnostics. The 
Government has also provided £20 million to the 
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations to 
produce a vaccine to combat coronavirus.  

The Government recently launched a public 
information campaign setting out how everyone can 
take steps to minimise risk to them and their 
families:  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-
public-information-campaign-launched-across-the-
uk 

If you would like further information about self-isolation, 
or the latest information, please visit the 
Government guidance here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-
information-for-the-public 

This page is being updated every day at 2pm until 
further notice, in addition to press briefings and 
parliamentary statements. 

If you have any concerns about your own health or 
symptoms, please call 111.  

I will continue to closely follow 
this issue and, where 
appropriate, provide further 
updates.” 

As always, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch if you 
have any queries or issues you 
would like to raise with me.  

I can be reached my email at : 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL - 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

As we reach the end of the civic year (or financial 
year, if you prefer) I felt it an important moment to 
reflect on events since the election of a new Parish 
Council back in May 2019.  It has been quite a year. 

Firstly, I must mention the flooding we experienced 
in the wake of the February storms - what an end to 
an incredibly wet winter.  If ever any were needed, this 
was a timely reminder of the importance of commu-
nity in such trying circumstances.  I would like to say 
an enormous ‘thank you’ to all those residents who 
got out there, volunteering their time in the wet and 
the cold, who sought to help those in distress, and 
repair, clean and restore our community buildings 
affected, clearing drains of debris or reporting haz-
ards to the relevant authorities - whether you feel your 
contribution was big or small, collectively you helped 
to make a massive difference, and we should all be 
very proud to live next door to such community-
spirited individuals. 

Undoubtedly, this made for a memorable start to 2020. 
It also fits very well with my experience as Chairman 
of the Parish over the last year; witnessing the real 
vibrancy of our volunteering community in Wom-
bourne. Regularly, I have attended events put on by 
volunteers, whether they are raising money for a 
good cause or running a group or society that 
makes a difference locally.  I am always amazed by 
the new groups I come across, and as such I was 
delighted to invite many of them to our Annual Civic 
dinner, in March. in order to thank them formally for 
all of their hard work. 

Community spirit does not stop at volunteering, of 
course.  I was delighted by the sheer numbers of 
local businesses involved in the Christmas and Car-
nival ‘window competitions’, and the Summer 
‘Wombourne in Bloom’ competition, which gives 
much joy to residents at those times of year, and to the 
great variety of school children designing posters, 
writing poetry, or singing their hearts out.  Not only 
that, but many of our younger members of the village 
are getting out litter picking, or watering flower tubs 
in the summer months, in support of our very own, 
newly- branded Best Kept Village Community to 
help keep Wombourne looking its best. I’m sure we 
can all agree that when we see areas looking litter 
and weed-free, it makes a difference to us.  I can 
also say how heart-warming it is when people ap-
proach our volunteers in the street whilst they are 
sweeping leaves or picking litter, and simply say 
‘thank you for doing that’, or ‘well done!’  I have wit-
nessed this for myself, and can tell you it means an 
awful lot. 

We have a very special community here in the 
Wombourne Parish.  While we cer-
tainly have our fair share of issues 
locally, as everywhere does, it is 
remarkable just how much of a posi-
tive difference people do make to 
their community.  

It is all of you that make this village 
what it is, and I can only close by 
saying that it has been an absolute 
privilege to have represented Wom-

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-public-information-campaign-launched-across-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-public-information-campaign-launched-across-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-public-information-campaign-launched-across-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public


WOMBOURNE UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH  
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Change is never easy at any age, and as 
we get older, it can become increasingly 
difficult to cope with.  As you drive around 
the village at the moment you can’t help but notice the 
landscape changing as Wombourne plays its part in 
providing South Staffordshire’s quota of its required number 
of new homes.  My house backs on to one of the new 
developments, so I am well placed to speak of the impact 
of watching a familiar view change before my eyes.  Where 
once there were trees, flowers, birds, foxes and rabbits, now 
there are diggers, mounds of earth, cement mixers and 
mountains of bricks.  I must admit that as I watched the trees 
being felled last summer, I experienced a great feeling of 
regret and sadness.  However, now, 7 months on, I have 
come to terms with the change and am adopting a more 
philosophical approach, trying to focus on the thought 
that the new development will provide a lovely place for 
many people to live and will help, in some small way, to 
meet the ever-increasing demand for new houses.  After all, 
everybody needs somewhere to live, and every house 
was newly-built at one time.  

At Wombourne United Reformed Church we have also 
been experiencing change.  At the beginning of this year, 
the Smestow Brook Pastorate, which consists of our own 
Church as well as Wall Heath and Swindon United Reformed 
Churches, became a four-church pastorate with the addition 
of Penn United Reformed Church.  Much discussion was 
had, about a suitably snappy change of name, but it was 
eventually decided that we would become the Smestow 
Brook and Penn Group Pastorate!  The four churches are 
unique and individual, and each have their own history and 
characteristics.  When at some point in the future we are 
fortunate enough to appoint a new minister, we will have 
to get used to working together in a different way and 
sharing the time and energy of our new leader as they try 
to meet all of our needs and take us forward with a joint 
purpose.  Hopefully we will adapt quickly to this change 
and realise there is much to be achieved by working 
together in a spirit of cooperation, in order to carry out 
God’s work in our communities.  

As for the view from my window, hopefully I can maintain 
my positivity throughout the building process until the new 
housing estate is complete!  

     Louise Whatton 
~~~~~~~~~~  

TEA AND CHAT  

2.30 pm to 4.00 pm on the last 
Wednesday in the month 

29 April and 27 May 

YOU are WELCOME 

Contact Debbie - 07952 513760 

 
CROCHET or 

KNIT 
April & May 

dates 

 Friday 3 April, and Friday 1 & 15 May                         
from 2-4 pm in the Meeting Room 
(accessed through the Main Church door) 

No evening crochet meetings until evenings are lighter 

Contact Doreen, 01902 219312 
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Good News from Swindon URC 
 

Save the Date! 

Swindon URC is 200 years old this year, and we will 
be celebrating this auspicious occasion on the 
weekend of 22/23 August 2020. 

We are holding a “Festival of Flowers”.  All churches 
and local groups are welcome to provide a flower 
arrangement to display, and if (like me!) flowers are 
not your forte, could you sponsor an arrangement, 
and we’ll get the Flower Fairy to work her magic!? 

Please contact Pat Halford (p.halford@sky.com) or 
01384 287866 

There will be musical interludes throughout the day on 
Saturday 22

 
August from our friends ‘Singing for 

Pleasure’ choir, and our home-grown talented musical 
duo        Pat and Les Gallemore. 

Tea / coffee / homemade cakes will be available in the 
Schoolroom. 

On Sunday 23 August at 10.30 am, the morning 
service will be led by our Moderator Reverend Steve 
Faber. You will be made most welcome should you 
wish to attend. 

Beetle Drive  

Saturday 25 April Swindon URC, 7pm start 

Cost £7 per adult (children half price) to include supper 
Bring your own drinks 

Contact Jan Corns 07708 026333 to reserve your 
place 

Cheese and Wine/ Entertainment  

Saturday 23 May Swindon URC, 7pm start 

Cost £7 per adult ( children half price) 
Bring your own alternative drinks if required) 

Contact Jan Corns 07708 026333 to reserve your 
place 
 

MESSY CHURCH 
 

WOMBOURNE and SWINDON URC’s 

 for families with 
primary aged 

children 

If your children are between   
5-11 years old,                                     

please come along to                    
Messy Church,                                

2nd Tuesday of the month 

(younger or older siblings 
welcome) 

It is a time of fun, crafting, and family friendly worship               

 Tuesday 31 March and Tuesday 12 May                      
4-6 pm 

at  Wombourne URC (High Street, WV5 9DN) 

MESSY CHURCH is FREE of charge 
All children need to be accompanied by                                           

a responsible adult 

Get up-to-date details on Facebook: 

@WombourneURCMESSYchurch 

 

Please 
note 
new 
time 

mailto:p.halford@sky.com
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 3rd Wombourne Guides 

meet Guide Hall. Mill Lane 

Wednesdays, 7.30-9.30 pm 

For girls aged 10 to 14 
Contact Helen Standish-Brown     

07707 063808 
                             helenstandish@ymail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3rd Wombourne & Blakeley Raindows 

(St Benedict Biscop) 
meet at the Venerable Bede Hall 

Thursday evening, 6.15-7.15 pm 

For girls aged 5 to 7 
Contact Sarah Owens 

sarah3rdrainbows@gmail.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1st Wombourne Brownies                                  
meet on a Tuesday evening in Wombourne, and 

have places available for girls aged 7 – 10 to start 
immediately.  See our Facebook page                                    

(1st Wombourne Brownies) to see some of the 
exciting things we have been doing.  

To join the fun contact me, 
katejkeeling@gmail.com 

Kate Keeling (Tawny Owl) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Bratch Scout Group 

  meets at Bratch Lane Scout Hut 
Station Yard, Wombourne                       

(by Railway Café) 
 

Beavers - Wednesdays, 6.00-7.00 pm 
Aged 6 to 8 

Cubs-Thursdays, 6.00-7.30 pm 
Aged 8 to 10½ 

Scouts - Thursdays, 7.30-9.00 pm 
Aged 10½ to 14 

Contact Mark 01902 896173 

    

 

On the hop 
Q:  What do you get when you cross the Easter Bunny 
with an over-stressed minister during Holy Week? 
 A:  An Easter Basket Case 

Higher power 
A Sunday school teacher said to her children, “We have 
been learning how powerful kings and queens were in 
Bible times.   But there is a higher power.  Can anybody 
tell me what it is?” 

One child blurted out, “Aces!” 

Wombourne Writers                 
Emma Purshouse Poetry Workshop 
Wombourne Writers meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month in Wombourne library from 7.15 pm until 
9.30 pm.  For our February meeting we had a guest 
speaker, Wolverhampton’s first ever poet laureate, 
Emma Purshouse.  Emma gave us a workshop on 
creating poetry and other short fiction using 
newspapers and other social media news stories as 
inspiration. 

Many focused on local news, whilst some delved 
into the bigger picture of national and international 
stories. Asking ourselves questions on a wide variety of 
subjects from fly-tipping and local bin collection to 
Brexit and crime.  We looked at using the five 
senses to get to grips with the environment and 
location of our ideas and explored the possibilities of 
where these news stories could take the 
imagination.  Using the senses, we could really step 
back from an object or situation and look at 
something from a whole new perspective. 

The group created a wide range of pieces including 
flash fiction, haiku, rhyming prose, speculative 
poetry and more. There were subjects covered that 
were emotional or dark, and those that brought light 
and whimsy during a read round of what we had 
written. 

Writing from a different perspective can trick you out 
of your usual ways of thinking and help to create a 
new view of a well-worn idea. 

Here’s one from Richard Gilbert about the 
Council’s garden rubbish charge from the point 
of view of the South Staffordshire Council’s 
census form. 

I Get Wasted 
Being a census of Council opinion, 
So they can split the layers of onion. 
I ask about the rubbish collection. 
A very good tick is put on that section. 
But then I hear from the toilet direction, 
Where Staffordshire review has his attention 
‘They’re doing us £45 quid per year 

For garden rubbish’ he does declare. 
My tidy neat page doth feel his rage 
And then a scrunch as a heated punch 
Gets me tossed into the air 
And lands me back in the bin of despair! 

I suggested the idea of top and tailing the original to write 
a tighter concise version – a great skill if you can 
develop it! 

I Get Wasted – Staffordshire Council Census Form 
‘They’re doing us £45 quid per year 

 

WOMBOURNE AND 
DISTRICT CHORAL 

SOCIETY 

Requiem  Fauré 

Dona Nobis Pacem                  
Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Serenade for Strings                                
in E Minor Op 20, Edward Elgar      

    conducted by Ian Clarke 

Saturday 4 April 2020 at 7.30 pm 

St John’s in the Square, 
Wolverhampton 

Tickets £15.00 (under 16 free) 

Buy online at 

www.wombournechoralsociety.org 

Box Office 01902 744447 or on the door 

 Registered charity 1067808 



Bobbington 
Bobbington Elderly People’s Welfare Association,  
contact Brenda Taylor, 01384 221120 
Tuesday Club: 1st Tues, Contact  Pat Southwick, 01384 221435 
Church Flower Guild, occasional meeting and decorating 
our Church.  Contact  Jane Southall, 01384 221176. 
Halfpenny Green Air Scouts and Beavers, see website. 
Bobbington & Kinver Supper Club. 
Swindon & Himley  
Forge Senior Citizens Club:  Weekly Mon 2-4.30 
Community Centre.  Contact Josie Shilvock, 01902 892942. 
Himley Parish Prayer Group:   2nd Tues, 7.30 pm. 
Contact Caroline Mason for details, 334179. 

Swindon & Himley Ladies Group.  Meets 2nd Thu, 7.15 pm 
URC Hall, Swindon. Contact Pat Halford, 01384 287866.    
Apr 9, AGM and Cheese and Wine Supper.  May 14, Kinver 
Rock Houses, Juna Savage. 

Swindon Crown Green Bowling Club - Swindon Cricket 
Pavilion.  Contact Irene, 678479, swindon-crown-green-
bowlng-club,co,uk 
Swindon URC Dorcas Group. URC Schoolroom, coffee & 
crafts,  Sat 10-12, FREE tea/coffee.  All most welcome 
Swindon URC Prayer Group.  URC Church, Thurs. 10 am. 
Trysull & Seisdon 
Trysull Art Club: Meets Thursdays 10-12.30, Trysull  
Village Hall: workshops, lectures, all levels of ability: 
845257, 700947, 894879.  
Watercolour Classes: meet 10-12, term time.  Trysull 
Village Hall.   Contact Louise Griffin.  
Trysull W.I. Meets 2nd Thurs. 7.30 pm Trysull Village 
Hall. Contact Diane Birks, 758866.   Apr 9,  A Day in the 
Life of a Quiz Show Contestant, Vicky Farmer.  May 14, 
Drake Hall Prison, Lel Peel-Slater. 
.Wombourne 
Church Wives: Meets 2nd & 4th Thurs. 8 pm Ven. Bede 
Hall. Contact Chris Crathorne, 896071.  Apr 9, Maundy 
Thursday Service in Church.  Apr 23, St George’s Day Party 
& Quiz.  May 14, Rhyme Nor Reason, lan Tumbery;  28,  
Meal at Apley Farm.  
Dayspring Friendship Club for Widows & 
Widowers:  Meets 2nd Mon, 2 pm Ven. Bede Hall.  
Contacts: Wendy 898009/Joy 893579.   Apr 13, No 
meeting (Easter Monday).  May 11, Further Adventures of 
a Town Crier, Ken Knowles.   
Healthwatch Walk meets at 10 am on Fridays outside 
Barclays Bank, Gravel Hill.  All ages and abilities.   Details 
from Sue 894062. 
Kinship Carers Group (for those permanently looking after 
a relatives child).  Meet at The Kingsway Church on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month, between 9.30-11.30 am.  Contact 
Joy, 07925 348051. 
Lunch after Thursday Communion at The Bede:  
Contact Anne, 895075.   Apr 23, St George’s Day, 
Afternoon Tea.   May 21, Ascension Day Festival 
Lunch, see page 5,  
Maypole Art Group:  meets every Friday, 1.45-3.45 pm, in 
Comm. Centre;  contact Ainsley, 897545.   
Methodist Wives:  Meets Thursday weekly, Common Road, 
7.30 pm. Contact Gill Worrall,  892512.   Apr 23, St 
George’s Day, supper provided;  30, Midland Freewheelers, 
Emergency Rider Voluntary Service.  May 7, Visit to 
Springdale, 7.30 pm start;  14, My Experiences of Policing, 
DCS Jo Clews;   21, Light and Sound at Lichfield Cathedral, 
Rev Bev Boden;  28 Half Term. 
Philatelic Society: Meets 1st/3rd Thu 7.30 pm at the 
Hand in Hand. Contact, Jane Hill  893600.  Apr 2, More 
Bloody Railways, Peter Pugh;  16, Winter Sports, Mike 
Chapling;  30, Antipodean Trial and Tribulations, Clive 
Jones.  May 14, AGM and Table-top Sale, Ourselves.  
Probus Club of Sedgley & Wombourne: Last 
Wednesday,   12 for 12.45, Goldthorn Hotel.  Contact 
John Bolus, 01902 884621. 

Rotary Club of Sedgley & Wombourne: Thursdays   
6.45 pm at Himley Country Hotel : Contact George Blakey 
845996. 
Scientific Society: Meets 3rd Thursday Wombourne 
Com Centre. 7.30 pm.  Contact Sue Stevens, 894062.  
Apr 23, (nb. 4th Thursday) Lord Horatio Nelson, Max 
Keen, (in full period costume).  May 21, Spaceguard!, Jay 
Tate. 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust: meets Wombourne Com. 
Centre, Indoor Meetings, 7.30 pm. Contact Fred Davies 
892776. fred.davies1@btopenworld.com.  TALKS : Apr 30, The 
Nature of ‘Set Aside’, Gordon Forest.  May 28, Alpines in the Wild, 
and Cultivation, Diane Clement. WALKS :  Apr 26, All-day boat 
trip to Brewood from Wildside Activity Centre, Hordern Road, W-
ton, WV6 0VA - take all required refreshments.  Cost per person, 
£16, depart 10 am, pre-booking required.  May 31, Chartley Moss, 
ST18, 0LP, GR 022:289 Explorer 244, grassy verge A518 Stafford 
to Uttoxeter. 

Townswomen’s Guild: Meets 2nd Thurs 7.30 pm Wom 
Com. Centre. Contact  Margaret Whatmore 753795.    Apr 
9, Do you Remember When? - the mid-50s, John 
Mobberley.  May 14, No Speaker. 

Wombourne Best Kept Village Committee, meets 3rd 
Wed, 7 pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre.  Contact 
Elaine 892834. 
Wombourne Bridge Club:  meets Monday evening at the 
Hand-in-Hand at 7 pm.  Contact, Roy Thomas, 896188. 
Wombourne Club  -  01902 895809, after 7.30 pm 

Wombourne Flower Arrangement Club: Meets 3rd 
Wed  7.30 pm Wom Com Centre  Friendship through 
Flowers, Contact  Peter Riggs 846081.   Apr 15, For the 
Love of It, Sophie O’Keeffe.  May 20, Make Hay while the 
Sun Shines, Jacqueline Owen.   

Wombourne History Group: meets last Wednesday, 
6.30 pm Wom Com Centre. Contact Margaret King 
892078.   

3rd Wombourne Guides for girls aged 10-14, meet at Guide 
Hut, Mill Lane, Wednesday 7.30-9.30 pm.  Contact Helen 
Standish-Bevan, 07707 063808. 

Wombourne Horticultural Society: Meets 3rd Tues   
7.30 pm at Wom Com Centre; Contact Anita 892187, 
Mary 896356.   Apr 21, Herbacious Plants I Grow and 
Love, Gordon Malt,.  May 19 - WALK - meet Civic Centre 
car park, 7 pm, Anita Ferguson. 

Wombourne Indoor Bowling Club, 2-4 pm Wednesday 
Community Centre. Charles 892498. 

Wombourne Players: Meet 8 pm Monday Wom Com. Centre 

Wombourne Ramblers: walk every Wednesday.  Contact 
John or Hilary Bolas, 334451. 

Wombourne Quilters: Meet 1st Wed, 7.30 pm at the 
Hand in Hand and 3rd Wed 7.30 pm at the Comm. Cen. 
Contact Kate Brierley, 711983. 

Senior Citizens’ Day Centre, Civic Centre, Monday to Friday, 
9.30 am to 12 noon.  Tuesday only, Bingo 1.30-2.30 pm.   
Contact Beryl, 01902 894835.  All welcome 

Wombourne W.I: Meets 2nd Wed, 7.30 pm. W I Hall   
Contact Marguerite Parkes, 597906.  Apr 8, Resolutions.  
May 13, 100 Years Celebration. 

Wombourne Writers’ Group: Meets first Wednesday 
Community Centre, 7.15 pm. Contact Emma Finlayson 
Palmer, 763418. 

Wombourne Volunteer Bureau: Last Saturday, Coffee 
Morning, Hand-in-Hand, 10.15-11.15 am  Contact 
892492.  April 25 and May 30. 

Wombrook (Friends of): Meet 3rd Saturday at Gravel Picnic 
benches, 10-12.   Contact Anita 892187.  WORK PARTIES - 
APRIL - Sat 4 & Thurs 16 : MAY - Sat 2 & Thurs 21;  
WALKS - APRIL - Sat 11, More Fishing in Wom Brook :   
MAY - Sat 9, Flowers of Wom Brook Walk. 
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April / May 2020 
Please notify Wendy Meredith, 01902 898009, or  wendym9140@hotmail.com  with details for this page 
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I live in Zhangjiagang in Jiangsu province. My 
employer is World English.  This is a franchise 
operation, and is prolific throughout China. This year, 
the first day of the Chinese new year (the spring festival) 
was the 25 January.  My last day of work was the    
23 January.  On that day I worked from nine to five, 
rather than the more usual afternoon and evening work.  
Just before the Spring Festival old friends contacted 
me and asked if I would like to meet with them in 
Shanghai.  I hadn't made any plans, and agreed to 
this plan.  I  got ready for the holiday and caught the 
bus for Shanghai at the bus station.  

I had heard on the 21 January that there was some 
kind of health scare occurring in China, but I didn't 
pay much attention to it.  On the 23 January a student 
of mine gave me a specific warning that there was a 
‘serious’ health scare originating in Hubei, and that If I 
had any plans to travel then I should buy a mask.  He 
also warned me that a lot of stores had sold out of 
masks.  

Following his advice I spoke with a second student 
who is a surgeon at one of the hospitals in ZJG, asking 
for their advice about travelling, and what I should do 
if I couldn't buy a mask before I had to get on the bus. 
(if masks should be worn anywhere, then they should 
definitely be worn on public transport).  They kindly went 
to their hospital and retrieved some surgical masks for 
me. I was able to buy some extra masks from a chemist 
near my house, as I left that evening to get the taxi.  

I spent several days In Shanghai with my friends, but 
kept a low profile due to a stomach bug (a common 
problem in China).  Much of the city was largely empty 
and closed down due to the fact that it was the Spring 
Festival. 

At this stage there wasn't a particularly serious response 
to the coronavirus, but it had started to dominate social 
media, Chinese or otherwise.  I returned to ZJG two 
days later.  In Shanghai, a few businesses (especially 
bus stations) were scanning their customers to check 
their temperatures before allowing them on buses.  
On the day of the buses opening up again, after the 
Summer Festival. perhaps 50% of the passengers and 
50% of the bus station staff were wearing masks.  When 
our bus arrived in Zhangjiagang it stopped at the toll 
booth on the motorway and was boarded by an official 
type who was wearing a mask.  They scanned 
everyone's temperature before the bus was allowed to 
enter the city.  The small city where I live was in total 
shut-down, with the exception of the two supermarkets, 
one of which is Chinese, and the other part of a 
Canadian chain.   At that stage that could conceivably 
have been due to the Spring Festival.   

As I had friends visiting me I had to go to the police 
station the morning after returning to ZJG.  In China it 
is necessary to register with the police as being 
resident in a given area, following international travel. 
It turned out that neither I, nor my friend, needed to 
register, as I hadn't left the country, and my friends 
were here on tourist visas.   As the police station that 
one goes to, to register, is close to the bus station, we 
ventured to check the availability of transport back to 
Shanghai.  By this stage I had heard through an 
expat group on a Chinese social media network that 
the Chinese government was going to be restricting 
travel between cities.  Our check revealed that this 

 “SOME KIND OF HEALTH SCARE OCCURRING IN CHINA” 

was indeed the case, and that the direct buses from 
ZJG to Shanghai had already closed down.  This bus 
service was only in operation for one day.  I decided 
to accompany my friends  back to Shanghai sooner 
than expected, so that they would stand a better 
chance of catching their plane.  When taking the bus 
from ZJG to Suzhou the bus was stopped at a 
seemingly random point (ie, not at a pre-existing 
checkpoint, such as a toll booth).  The passengers 
had to leave the bus and had their ID’s and 
temperatures checked at a temporary roadside 
checkpoint.  The officials who were responsible for the 
checking were wearing hazmat suits and N95 respirators.  
It could be seen that the degree of government response 
had been seriously stepped up by this point.  

We arrived safely in Shanghai.  By this time everyone  
I saw was wearing a mask. Businesses in the centre 
of the city were still open and people were going about 
their business. 

After staying for two days in Shanghai, and not doing 
anything in the city (as everything touristy was closed) I 
returned to ZJG by train to the bus station, everyone 
was wearing a mask.  As I walked from the train station 
to the bus station in Suzhou, I had to stop at another 
temperature check point.  At this checkpoint the staff 
scanned my forehead twice and then asked me to 
‘take a rest’ as I was too hot.  They wanted to see 
how warm I was following a period of standing still.  I 
stood outside the door and put my bags down and 
then I took off my fur-lined ear flapped hat (the 
Russian word is ‘ushanka’), my winter coat, my gillette, 
my jumper, and, my thick polo shirt. By this time the 
staff were laughing at me, and perhaps not surprised 
by my relative warmth.  After passing as ‘cool enough’ 
I bought a bus ticket for Zhanjiagang.  The bus never 
arrived - fortunately a minibus was operating.  I assume 
that this was a solo operator, rather than someone 
who was part of a company.  All of the people who 
were to travel on the minibus had to sign a list saying 
that they were travelling, and to register their ID 
numbers.  As the minibus approached ZJG the bus 
driver wound down all of the windows to make the 
passengers cooler.  The bus was stopped on the 
edge of the city for about twenty minutes. Everyone 
on the bus was scanned and showed their ID and 
ticket.  The roadblock was manned by about thirty 
officials, all of whom were wearing hazmat suits. I 
have not attempted to leave the city since then.  

The Chinese government extended the Spring 
Festival holiday, with most businesses staying closed 
until the 3 February.  Although it is now the 5th of 
February, quite a large number of businesses and 
other institutions, including some Government offices 
remain closed.  It is currently very difficult to go directly 
from China to the UK, as well as difficult to travel to a 
number of other countries.  It is possible to buy food 
in ZJG, but if you want to buy fresh fruit or veg, it is 
best to go out earlier in the day, rather than later, before 
it all gets sold out.  Under normal circumstances I would 
go to the farmers market to buy my veg.  At the present 
time that option isn't available as all of the small markets 
have been closed.  It is still possible to travel via a 
private travel arrangement (such as a minibus or a 
taxi, or in your own car).  As far as I know the trains 
are still running, and the airports are still open, albeit 
with somewhat diminished services.  
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A message from the Best Kept Village Committee 

Your efforts in 2019 helped to secure THIRD PLACE in the Best Kept Village 
Competition.  It demonstrated how much pride we, the residents of Wombourne 
have in our village, and how well we can all work together to improve it.  Your 
support in 2020 will again be very much appreciated. 

There are a variety of ways in which you can help: 

 Keep our village tidy and free from litter 

 Report incidents of fly-tipping online, or call 01902 696200 

 Scoop up after your dog.  Report incidents of dog fouling online, or call         
01902 696203 

 Please join one of our regular litter picks each month, every month.  Meeting 
at the Civic Centre car park, we have a Friday litter pick on the second Friday 
of every month starting at 10.30 am and a Saturday litter pick on the last 
Saturday of every month, starting at 10.00 am.  Visit our Facebook pages for 
more information. 

 Keep gardens and frontages neat and colourful 

 ENTER THE ‘BEST FRONT GARDEN’, ‘BEST HANGING BASKET’ and ‘BEST CONTAINER’ 
COMPETITIONS - sponsored this year by Orton Electrical & Mechanical Group Ltd.    

 It’s free to enter.  Simply telephone 01902 892834 or complete the slip below.  Entry forms are also 
available from Wombourne Library. 

 Entries in by 30 June     Judging takes place on 27 July    Presentation of Prizes on 3 September 

Come along to our meetings, held every third Wednesday of the month in the Council Chamber at Wombourne Civic 
Centre.  We look forward to seeing you  -  telephone 01902 892834 for details. 

            Elaine Colbourne 

 

ENTRY FORM for Best Garden Competition 

NAME ……………………………………….    ADDRESS ……………………………………….... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...…… 

TELEPHONE NUMBER ………………………………………………. 

I wish to enter the competition for the *Best Kept Front Garden / *Best Hanging Basket (s) / *Best Container(s)     
(* please delete any which do not apply) 

SIGNED …………………………………………………………………. 

Please return this form to The Secretary - 12 Walk Lane, Wombourne, WV5 9HH (01902 892834) 

Entries to be received by 30 June 

WOMBOURNE BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 
(Sponsored by Wombourne Parish Council) 

My friends who visited me In Shanghai told me that, once their plane had taken off, the staff did not insist on the 
use of masks at all, and there was no form of medical check once they arrived in the UK.  I am aware that the 
World Health Organisation has praised China for their speed and response to the crisis as it unfolded.  I can 
certainly confirm that that action has been swiftly and thoroughly carried out.  

I have to move house at the end of this month.  I was intending to move to Zhejiang province on Valentines 
Day, although this is no longer possible.  My new employer sent me an email asking me not to attempt to move 
until March.  I will wait and see if I am actually permitted to move, when the time comes.  This is certainly an 
unusual and interesting situation! 
                                        Robert Porter 

Robert is now home from China, but doubtless he will have a further    

update on the situation, as it unfolded , during his last few days there.    



 

Alison Hall MBE of ‘Seeds for Development’,                    
see ‘Divine Intervention’, page 9 

Easter ‘Yarn Bobbing’      
at the URC Wombourne A busy morning at Sunday Club 

Having tea at Messy Church 

Inner Wheel 
President, Doreen 

Pike, at their 
February Valentine’s 
Day theme evening 

Golden Jubilee Mass at St Bernadette’s School 
Marese O’Dwyer (Chair of Governors), 

Archbishop Longley, and Jayne Keegan-Hobbs 
(Headteacher) see page 17 

‘Taking a well-earned rest’  
Pauline, Nigel and Chris  

‘Sovereignty Restored’, see page 18 
South Staffs Party on 31st January 2020 

Festival ‘Goers’ enjoying 
tea in the garden at 
Arbourtree House 

Flower Festival 2018 
Easter Lilies and Cross  

Easter Lilies at St Benedict’s 2018 


