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Editorial (from Olly C) 

Hasn’t it been a strange year.  We have all got our different tales to tell of the 
self-isolating and the gradual ease back into some kind of normality.  Only 
it isn’t normal - as the days stretch into weeks, and then months, I think we 
are all realising that this is going to be a long drawn-out process.   Some of the 
clubs, of which I am a member, are not even looking to do anything until next 
year.  I suppose we can only hope and pray that there is not another ‘spike’, or 
second wave, like there is at the moment in some other countries. 

But it is a little better here.   At least we can see family and some friends - 
even though you are not supposed to hug your grand-children!!, you can at 
least talk to them and see how they are progressing and perhaps marvel at 
how much they have grown. 

Coming into August and we ‘wrinklies’, the over 75s who do not qualify, are 
now going to have to pay for our television licence.   No change really, as 
we have been paying this all our lives - well at least since the inception of 
television - and before that it was a licence for receiving radio transmissions.  I 
wouldn’t mind, but I do object to all the ‘soaps’ and all the repeats.  We will 
all be word-perfect with some of the Endeavour, Lewis, and Midsummer 
Murder episodes.   

I have been to church at St Benedict’s - it is different, and we are restricted 
in what we can and can’t do.  But it is lovely to sit in church and just relish 
the quietness before the service.  I think this is one of the things I have 
missed most - not being able to sit for even a few minutes, in church, to  
get my thoughts in order with a simple prayer. 

The August/September Grapevine is different from what you have been 
used to, and if we had not had the street parties for ‘Carnival at Home’ it 
would have been a very slim issue.   From page 18 onwards we have 
photographs and brief reports of the afternoon’s events.  Some street parties 
raised funds for charities and congratulations go to these residents.   

A lot of different groups have organised Positivity Parcels, see page 6, and 
the work done by the High Flyers is amazing, see page 5.  So a big thank 
you to everyone, who by their kindnesses made the self-isolating a little 
more bearable for a lot of people.   

We are hoping, against hope, that the October/November Grapevine will be 
printed - we are continuing with the current advertisements, perhaps looking at 
renewing any who want to re-advertise with the February/March issue.    

And now on a lighter note.   How are you getting on with the face masks?  I 
have not used one before, and find them extremely uncomfortable - my 
glasses steam up and that really makes me so disoriented, and don’t mention 
hearing aids!!   If you are wearing hearing aids, when you take off the mask 
out comes the hearing aids.   Anybody, any suggestions, please?                                                            
     Remember, stay safe. 
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I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E S 

DEADLINE    October / November issue,    

5 September 2020                 

  DISTRIBUTION:  From last Thursday in month 

prior to publication date (after 11.30 pm)           

Music Festival 2020        
It is with a great sense of regret that we have had to come to the decision to cancel our Music Festival this year.   
We have left it as late as possible in the hope that circumstances may change.   However, taking all the Government 
advice, and the fact that it would be a very difficult job sorting out a risk assessment, even if concerts are allowed to 
start up again with social distancing.  There would also be concerns that a potential audience may not wish to come 
even if it was permissible. 

We would need time to advertise and promote the week's concerts and if we leave the decision any longer that 
would not be possible. 

We are all very disappointed but we will continue to plan for next year and hope to see you all then. 

             Music Festival Committee 

During this period of lockdown, with no evening 
meetings to attend, I have been watching more 
television than before - and have become acquainted 
with some wonderful programmes, such as ‘The Repair 
Shop’.   For those of you who haven’t discovered this 
gem, ‘ The Repair Shop’ is a barn inhabited by the widest 
range of skilled craftspeople you could ever imagine; 
able to repair and restore every conceivable kind of 
object.   Every week, four treasured possessions in a 
terrible state of malfunction or dereliction, are brought 
by their respective owners.   And every week four 
miraculous transformations occur, as the objects are 
skilfully and lovingly restored to the best possible version 
of themselves they can be. 

What gives the programme its power is the story that 
is connected with each object, for invariably the 
possessions are treasured because of the memories 
associated with them - memories which often link 
family members from one generation to another. 

So when the owner comes to the Repair Shop to 
collect their restored object, and is astounded by the 
transformation that has been brought about, tears often 
flow in the Shop, and, on the nation’s sofas, because 
in repairing the treasured possession, a treasured 
relationship has been honoured, strengthened, even 
brought back to life.  

The Repair Shop has caused me to reflect on the 
way in which relationships can be expressed through 
inanimate objects, especially in the light of the recent 
debates about the place of statues and memorials in 
churches and in other public places. 

In truth I have always had a problem with any kind of 
memorials in churches because all of them, whether 
commemorating an individual’s faithful service to God 
or benefaction to the church, are in essence 
honouring ‘(wo)man’ whereas the whole point and 
purpose of a church is to honour God.  At best memorials 
are inappropriate distractions, at worst, in the case of 
the most ostentatious and self-regarding ones, they 
are surely blasphemous. 

The difficulties that arise with statues in public places 
result from contested views as to who is worthy of 
honour and of our shared history.   As we have seen 
with the debates sparked by Black Lives Matter, the 
more that we subject individual lives and past history 
to scrutiny, the more questions arise.   And whoever 
we put on plinths, philanthropists or generals, nurses 
or clergy, there is always the possibility that they may 
one day be judged unworthy, for which of our lives 
would stand up to the closest examination? 

As Jesus said, in response to the rich young man, 
‘only one is good’ - ie only God.   It is He alone that is 
worthy of unambiguous honour and praise.   He alone 
who is impervious to shifting moral, cultural and 
historical perspectives;   for He represents absolute 
goodness, truth, and love, which cannot be relativised 
in any way. 

Our churches should be the purest possible conduits 
for honouring God, and as for our instinctive desire to 
put people on a pedestal . . . perhaps it is safer and 
healthier to let them be remembered through cherished 
objects that have meaning for those who knew them 
best, warts and all. 

Often those who bring objects to the Repair Shop are 
not looking for a perfect restoration to mint condition, 
because they want to preserve the original authentic 
character of the object.  They may wish to preserve 
some imperfections because particular memories are 
associated with them eg  a shrapnel-dented helmet 
that saved the life of their soldier grandfather. 

Perhaps that is why the Repair 
Shop feels a little like church, a 
place where imperfections are not 
erased but acknowledged, and 
worked with.   A place where we, 
through God’s grace, can be 
restored to the best possible 
versions of ourselves and 
honoured as God’s treasured 
possessions. 

+Clive Wulfrun 

BISHOP’S LETTER - TREASURED POSSESSIONS,  + CLIVE WULFRUN 



When the apostle Paul wrote his first letter to the 
Corinthian church he said a lot about what happened 
when they had "come together".  Not all of it was 
complimentary, but it underlines the fact that from the 
earliest it has been a part of the Christian instinct for 
believers to gather in one place.  Where the church is 
persecuted the right to assemble is often denied, but 
even then followers of Jesus find ways to meet in 
secret, so fundamental to us is this impulse for 
corporate life.   

These months of isolation, worldwide, are unprecedented 
and unsettling, but imposed not out of opposition but 
by authorities rightly anxious to protect public safety.  
To respond to these restrictions positively has 
challenged leaders of churches, and for most, the 
internet and digital media has been the main resource, 
and Kingsway has been no exception. 

Centrepiece of the church outreach has been 
streaming a Sunday morning service on Youtube.  
We are profoundly grateful for the team whose skills 
have made this possible.  Our worship leaders have 
taken it in turn to lead us from their homes and Pastor 
John or another has given a talk either from home, 
church office, or even the church itself.  Others have 
appeared telling us about their experiences in 
lockdown, and clips of news from friends far away 
have encouraged us.   It has not been easy to blend 
this mix into a cohesive service but expertise has 
grown and it has been encouraging to see how 
smoothly the service flows.  We try to watch it at 
10.30 am on Sunday which gives a sense of still 
"belonging". 

An audio version is available on the Kingsway 
Facebook page and website, and CDs are made 
available to those with no internet access.  There are 
also two mid-week talks, usually by Pastors Rob Cooper 
or Graham Field, which are also available in audio.  A 
dedicated team of seven ladies produce a "Thought 
for the Day", also on Facebook, and these are 
incorporated in a weekly online newsletter.   "New 
Horizons" has its own monthly letter and some small 
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groups use "Zoom" instead of physically meeting.  
The Tuesday night prayer meeting which was held 
once a month has been replaced by a "Whatsapp" 
group which has been a welcome supplement to the 
existing Prayer Chain.   

Youth work is a real concern and cause for prayer 
because even before Covid the needs were great.  
The popular Friday groups have been replaced with 
an on-line group, and Pulse Ministries will be running 
a summer holiday club on the same lines.  Invaluable 
as these are, the loss of face-to-face contact with 
young people is sorely missed. 

Demand for the services of the foodbank have grown 
and then stabilised as official help became more 
organised.  We hope and pray that when Government 
measures are reduced, there will not be a surge in the 
unemployed needing this service. 

Many of us feel the loss of our communal life has left 
a large empty space in our lives, but it has not all 
been loss.  A system of pastoral care has operated 
on the phone, making sure that none connected with 
the Kingsway feel forgotten, and it is a great joy to 
receive a phone call.  We know that our on-line 
services meet far more people than would visit the 
church, and we pray that the messages given will be 
truly God's word for today, leading people through 
crisis to Christ. 

At the time of writing, permission has been given for 
churches to reopen.  However the safety guidelines 
are so restrictive that the Kingsway leadership cannot 
see it feasible to restart 
services yet 
(beginning of July).   

So we continue to pray 
that our all-wise and   
all-powerful God will  
in his mercy quench 
this virus and restore 
communal life to our churches and our society. 

        Arthur Butler,  Kingsway Church 

Coming Together - Not! 

 

The persecution of Christians in China continues … (Parish Pump) 

 Chinese government removes 250 crosses from churches 

Chinese authorities removed 250 more church crosses earlier this year, according to Bitter Winter, an 
organisation which monitors persecution of Christians. 

The crosses were removed from ‘Three-Self’ churches in Anhui province.  The action was part of an on-going 
and wider campaign aimed at deleting Christian images and replacing them with Communist ones. 

One congregation of 100 Christians defended their cross at the historic Gulou Church in Fuyang city.  But the 
next day government officials returned, and it was taken away. 

An elder from a Three-Self church in Hanshan county said that to know that crosses were being taken down on 
many churches “makes us very sad because the cross [is] the primary symbol of our faith. But we don’t dare to 
disobey central government orders: little fish don’t eat big fish.” 

More at:  https://bitterwinter.org 

Body parts  

A doctor in our village surgery often plays a game with his younger patients to put them at ease, and to test their knowledge of 
body parts.   And so it was that one day, while pointing to my young son’s ear, the doctor asked him solemnly, “And so this is 
your nose?” 

Alarmed, my son glanced over to me and said softly: “Mum, I think we’d better find a new doctor!” 

https://bitterwinter.org/


 

 

(Lock) Down 
but Not Out! 

 

 

 

News from High Flyers during the Pandemic 

Initially, back in March 2020 when the country was 
“locked down” due to Covid 19, Pegasus House in 
Wombourne, home to High Flyers, was shut down to 
all but the young disabled adults whose parents were 
key workers.  This meant that the majority of attendees 
at this amazing day care centre were forced to stay at 
home. 

Did this mean that the dedicated band of staff members 
could sit about drinking tea and eating cake.   Oh no! 

They got right down to preparing weekly activity packs 
for each of the 60 members that attend, and either 
posting out or delivering them in person, each pack 
tailored to the specific needs and abilities of the 
recipient.  

The staff have found numerous and innovative ways 
of supporting the young people, many of whom 
struggle with mental health and anxiety issues.  It 
was important to keep them all focussed and stress 
free, as well as finding something fun and challenging  
to fill their days. 

Over the past few months, the Internet has been a 
lifeline to our members who are unable to attend the 
centre.  Many struggle because they can’t meet with 
friends, and their familiar routine has gone out of the 
window! 

Sheila Baker and her staff have implemented online 
sessions to keep in touch.  Each member receives an 
individual FaceTime or Zoom call with their dedicated 
staff.  They have group chats with friends, and even 
virtual parties! 

The “Singing and Signing” visits by staff members to 
the young people’s gardens is the highlight of their 
week, as it presents an opportunity to meet face to 
face (at a distance, of course!!) 

www.youtube.com/user/highflyersvideo 

The members are kept busy during the week with 
online sessions of Zumba, Cookery, Makaton, and 
Bingo.  To finish off their days, they can even tune 
into a bedtime story told by one of the support workers. 

As lockdown eases, Sheila is hoping to bring back as 
many members as she can by separating staff and 
members into “bubbles”.  She has been fortunate in 
that the Parish Council have offered the use of a 
large room locally, but she needs more to be able to 
create more “bubbles”, and bring a bit of normality 
back to our young people’s lives. 

Do you have / or know of a community hall that is 
available Monday to Friday 1000hrs until 1600hrs that 
High Flyers could use? 

PLEASE contact:  Sheila Baker  07753  582781 

  Thank You, Debbie Peace 
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What is          
ACTS 435? 

- a novel type of charity 
 

Just over 10 years ago              
Dr John Sentamu (who 
recently retired as Archbishop 
of York) formed Acts 435 as an 
ecumenical, church-based 
charity dedicated to helping 
the poorest people in our 
country.   Operating through 
churches in all parts of the 
United Kingdom, the organisation 
has raised over £2,200,000, 
given to some 23,000 people, 
identified as needing help 
during its 10 years. 

The basic principle on which the organisation operates 
is that 100% of money donated is given directly to 
specific individuals desperately in need of help.  The 
process is on-line based minimising administrative 
costs which are met from Gift Aid returns from an 
individual’s donations. 

The process for selecting and paying recipients is 
simple: 

1 the person in need applies to a church for help 

2 the church verifies the genuine nature of the 
 request 

3 the request is posted on the Acts 435 website 

4 the donor chooses from one or more of the 
requests and makes a payment via a secure 
system on-line.  

A rewarding aspect for donors is that advocates and 
recipients are asked to give a note of thanks. Two 
examples follow:-         

Kim had been living on the streets for many years. 
Acts 435 provided a deposit to enable her to take 
over a flat tenancy which has transformed her whole 
life. This is the first time that she has had a place of 
her own and is not either homeless or sofa-surfing.  

A man requested as little as £40.00 for electricity to 
make his home generally better for himself and his 
young son.  An Acts 435 advocate wrote to the donors. 
"What a difference a warm house and food has  
made to their appearance and well-being!  They  
have certainly seen God's love in action!" 

All gifts, even relatively small ones, can have a 
significant impact on the lives of the poorest people in 
our communities, especially in recent months as a 
result of the pandemic.  

Acts 435 gives individuals and churches a wonderful 
opportunity to step up and show God’s love in action 
to those struggling in their local communities. 

To get involved visit the website: 

www.acts435.org.uk 

      Tony Hart 

http://www.youtube.com/user/highflyersvideo
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ASSISTANCE 
GROUP 

Marlene Longman 
Daniel Kinsey 
Rachael Wright 
Vicky Bratt 
Kim Brown 
Joyce Cowern 
Donna Ecclestone 
Rowena Cameron 
Matt Allsebrook 
Helen Standish-Bevan 
Alison Brasier-Creagh 
Richard and Jane Wherton 
Mike Davies 
Claire Mclivenna 
Debbie Peace 
Simon Williams 
Mary Roberts 
Barry Bond 

 

 
 

 

 
POSITIVITY PARCELS 

I have been asked by some of our residents, who 
have received a Positivity Parcels, to pass on a very 
special thank you to all who have been involved in 
this lovely idea.   A wonderful surprise, which was so 
unexpected.        Olly   

During Lockdown, all of Girlguiding’s activities were 
suspended nationally, meaning that we have been 
unable to meet in person with our units during this 
time, and many of our large community events were 
cancelled.   

As a District, we really miss the community events, as 
it is a great way for us to get out and about, and meet 
new people.  In addition, many of our young 
members found themselves in a world that was very 
strange and new to them; no school, no clubs, no groups, 
and, over time, many of them started to feel the effects 
of the loneliness and anxiety.  With mental health 
issues in children ever-increasing, as a District we 
decided that we needed to act on this, to cheer the 
children of Wombourne up, and created a new 
scheme called ‘Positivity Parcels’.   Parcels have 
been requested by all ages of children for a whole 
variety of reasons; anxiety, death in the family, living 
with key workers, and sometimes just purely because 
the children needed a ‘pick-me-up’.  

To date, over 135 children in 
Wombourne have received 
parcels, with our most recent 
batch being targeted at Year 6 
leavers, who will have missed 
all of the exciting events at 
school that they have worked 
so hard for, and looked forward 
to for their entire time at 
school.  We still have a small 
number of parcels left, so if you 
know of a child who would 
benefit from a Positivity Parcel, 
please email (see top of next 
column) 

girlguidingwombournedistrict@gmail.com                  
or contact us via our Facebook page 

@girlguidingwombournedistrict. 

If you are interested in finding out more about 
Girlguiding in Wombourne, please get in touch.  

With guiding, girls have fun, adventure and the space 
to discover their potential.  They go to their first ever 
sleepover, canoe on rivers, learn about body 
confidence, and lead their own camp.  Or sometimes 
they simply have fun and try new things with friends. 
Girls take what they do in guiding with them as they 
grow up.  Everything from working in a team, to 
taking the lead, to speaking out on issues they care 
about.  It helps them develop the skills and confidence 
to become the young women they want to be.  And to 
make a difference to the world around them. We 
have spaces available in Rainbows (for ages 5-7), 
Brownies (for ages 7-10), Guides (for ages 10-14) 
and Rangers (aged 14-18).   We are also seeking 
new volunteers to help with our units when we are 
allowed to meet again, as little or as often as you like.  

For more information, please contact  

girlguidingwombournedistrict@gmail.com  

 

GIRLGUIDING’S POSITIVITY PARCELS 

Becky Powell 

mailto:girlguidingwombournedistrict@gmail.com
mailto:girlguidingwombournedistrict@gmail.com
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This Parish Pump news story looks FORWARD – to a 
new venture.  Is this something the churches in the 
Smestow Vale Area would like to pick up on?  

Launch of new ‘Climate Sunday’ 

A new campaign, Climate Sunday, has been 
launched by a coalition of churches and charities, 
as part of a call for action on climate change. 

From next month, 6 September, churches 
throughout the UK will be encouraged to have a 
Sunday dedicated to the theme of climate change.  
This could be held at any time in the next 12 
months. 

The scheme was recently launched on World 
Environment Day by Churches Together in Britain, 
and Ireland.  It supported charities that range from 
CAFOD to Christian Aid, from Operation Noah to 
Tearfund. 

The campaign Climate Sunday will offer free 
resources to encourage churches to hold a climate-
focused service, to make a commitment as a 
community to reducing greenhouse-gas emissions 
in the long term, or to join with other churches and 
groups before the 26th UN Climate-Change 
Conference (COP26) in November, in urging the 
Government to do more about climate change. 

The campaign will conclude on 5 September 2021 
with a national Climate Sunday event to pray for 
action on global warming. 

The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Revd Nicholas 
Holtam, the C of E’s lead bishop on environmental 
issues, said: “Although our focus has been shifted 
from climate changes in recent months by the 
challenges of responding to Covid-19, the climate 
crisis has not gone away. 

“Climate Sunday will be a brilliant resource to help 
Church of England parishes understand and 
respond to the climate crisis.” 

 

What have you missed most during this strange, 
unsettling time of restriction during the pandemic?  
I'm shocked at myself how much I've missed pubs 
and cafes, less shocked at keenly missing worshipping 
together in church, spending time with family and 
good friends, or going to concerts.  When people crave 
''getting back to normal'' we know what is meant. 

Yet, as we get through this time, rather than returning 
to the status quo of a remembered past, could it be 
that God, who makes all things new, is calling us to a 
transformed future?  Many good seeds have been sown 
during the past few months.  Could they take root and 
flourish in new, creative ways? 

How many of us have experienced thoughtfulness and 
practical kindness with our neighbours recently, as 
never before?  Here is something to cherish, continue 
and build on.  Neighbours are a gift of God, who tells 
us to love them. We need one another. 

This includes those who have been under-valued in 
the past, such as care workers, and those who have 
been hit the hardest during the pandemic - which has 

exposed and exacerbated appalling inequalities in our 
society.  Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities, 
those living in poverty, and vulnerable elderly people, 
come to mind.   Are we willing to address injustice 
and treat socially and economically disadvantaged 
people with dignity in the emerging future? 

Maybe, too, we will live with greater respect and wisdom 
for God's good creation.  The breathing space, literally, 
over the past few months, and greater visibility of 
wildlife, has been another blessing to be cherished.   

Here is a window of opportunity for 
bees and hedgehogs, coral reefs 
and rain forests.  

This could all too easily be mere aspiration or wishful 
thinking.  May God, whose longed-for future becomes 
reality in Jesus Christ, resource us by the Holy Spirit and 
bring those good seeds to fruitfulness. 

   William Cole 

MINISTER’S LETTER  

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

HIMLEY 
Children’s Society  (Box Holders) 

At the beginning of lockdown the Children’s Society 
informed me that no boxes could be emptied because 
of the pandemic.  I was told that when it was allowed 
I would be informed. 

As yet this hasn’t happened, so boxes will not be 
collected in June/July as they usually are. 

I am sorry about this because I know that you are 
very generous and your boxes may be full.  Please 
could you continue donating, and maybe find a pot or 
jar to supplement the box. 

Like all charities the Children’s Society are in need of 
funds, so the more we can send when allowed, the 
better it will be. 

  Thank you very much, Olwyn 

 
Christian Aid 

Week -                      
May 2020 

 

 

The Wombourne Group received £565 from the 
village, and others, and decided to donate on-line 
directly to Christian Aid. 

On behalf of the Wombourne Christian Aid Committee  
it only remains to say a big ‘THANK YOU’ to all the 
people who have given time, effort and money to 
make the 2020 campaign a success. 

   Maria Williams, Treasurer 
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Never in our wildest dreams did we imagine when  
we first met to plan a year of activities to celebrate 
125 years of worship at Wombourne Methodist 
church, that it would all be brought to an abrupt end 
by a worldwide pandemic.  But as we now know, that 
is exactly what has happened.  Sadly, our final weekend 
which was to comprise a concert by the Show Choir 
and Sunday morning worship led by Rev Dr Robert Ely 
would never happen.   

This meant that Valentines Weekend (15/16 February) 
was our last 125

th
 celebration event.   Unfortunately I 

was not able to be part of the planned events but 
feedback from everyone was really positive, and once 
again underlined how blessed we felt as a church 
community.   

I am grateful to Brenda who has racked her brains to 
compile the account below: 

“As forecast we had heavy rain on Saturday and we 
feared it would put a damper on events.  In the morning 
we had arranged a coffee morning with a difference – 
tables with poetry and mindful colouring laid out in the 
sanctuary and also craft activities, but perhaps inevitably 
it was the opportunity to sit and chat over a cup of 
coffee that was most popular. (Don’t we long to do 
that again!)   As the morning went on, the rooms 
gradually filled, despite the weather.  

In the evening, David Hotchkiss chaired a quiz, in his 
usual professional manner, to a packed room.  Phil 
and Jo Summers were our guests for the weekend 
and their arrival on Saturday evening was met with 
spontaneous applause.  The years rolled back and 
they seemed quite at home with us.  Not only that, 
they won the quiz! 

Phil led Sunday worship which included items by the 
choir.  He reflected on his journey in ministry since 
leaving us, focusing on his time in east London where 
his church was at the sharp end of work with the 
poorest in the community, and whilst that might have 
been difficult, he felt enriched by the diversity of that 
community which he now misses.”   

And so to life in lockdown, semi -lockdown or whatever 
the situation may be when your Grapevine magazine 
reaches you.  Things seem to be changing almost 
daily at the moment.  We have all endured lifestyle 
changes like never before, and a whole new vocabulary 
has sprung into being; “flatten the curve”, “social 
distancing” and “the R rate” to name but a few.  We 
have experienced church services via Zoom and 

Methodist Jottings 

YouTube, queued for our shopping, sewn scrubs and 
masks and participated in the weekly Clap for Carers.  
All totally unheard of at the start of 2020.   

Can I share a verse from 2 Corinthians:1 with you 
(this translation from The Message):  

He comes alongside us when we go through hard 
times and, before you know it, He brings us alongside 
someone else who is also going through hard times 
so that we can be there for that person just as God 
was there for us. 

Stay Connected to God - our source 
of strength and hope 

Stay Connected to others - reaching 
out and encouraging our family, friends, 
neighbours 

Stay Connected to yourself -  look 
after your own spiritual, mental, and 
physical health 

 

 Jane Meddings 

 
 

Thank you Marion for 
the lovely poem you 
have written for your 
mother, Cathy Anderson.   

The Editorial Committee 
still have fond memories 
of Cathy, and  we are 
happy to comply with 
your request for a  

 

CATHY’S 
CORNER                                           

 

 
YOUR WORDS - A POEM FOR MUM 

 

You once said, “I’m not shy.  Just reserved.” 

 
Yet the flow of your pen and the stroke of   
a key gave us YOU in the words that you 
wrote. 
 
And your love came to us, not by the 
demonstration of a hug or a kiss, but 
through the thoughtful deeds you did. 
 
And you taught us through life how to fight 
and overcome, to care for the others in a 
distant land, or near to home. 
 

Your life lives on, not here but above. 
We’re connected by a channel of two-way 
love, that’s more than just a memory, a 
word on a page, a casket of ashes lovingly 
laid in the ground where we stand and 
remember. 

    Marion  
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THE WAY I SEE IT   

What have you missed most during lockdown? 

It’s a good question, because it is about the things 
that make us tick.  When I examined my list, I found 
obvious things - going to church, live sport on TV, 
meeting up with friends for a coffee or a beer. 

But as I thought more deeply about it, I realised that 
what I missed most was TOUCH.  For nearly four 
months I have not touched another human being! 

That is an astonishing deprivation.  When a baby is 
born, its first experiences are all of touch.  The strong 
hands of the midwife, mother’s excited and loving 
embrace, tiny hands reaching out to feel mummy’s 
face.   We touch our way into life. 

And then it goes on.  Holding hands with friends, 
being hugged by grandma, your first serious kiss, 
and perhaps a last tearful one at the end of a much-
loved life. 

We greet each other with a holy kiss, the Bible says. 
And why not? 

Sight, smell, hearing and touch.  Four senses.  And 
I think lockdown has taught me that the greatest of 
these is touch! 

          Canon David  Winter, Parish Pump 

UPDATE ON WOMBOURNE 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2020 

Although no final decision has been taken, it seems 
highly likely that there will be no festival in its usual 
format this year.  Essentially the view is that we cannot 
ensure social distancing within the premises, either 
during, setting up, or on public viewing, music and 
activity days.   A large number of our contributors, 
and visitors, are in the higher risk group because of 
age or health issues, and it is an indoor festival held 
at the time of year when scientists seem to think 
there is a high likelihood of COVID-19 recurring. 

The situation may change so we cannot completely 
rule out holding a traditional festival, however it does 
seem unlikely.  

In the meantime we are considering the viability of 
some kind of 'virtual' festival, where contributors can 
post photos of their trees on the Festival Facebook 
page.   How this will work has yet to be finalised. 

As we said earlier, this is our 
current thinking and we would hope 
to send you more details and a final 
decision in September. 

 Doreen and Chris Dawe 

WOMBOURNE UNITED REFORMED 
CHURCH  

There’s no denying that it has been a strange few 
months and as I write at the beginning of July we are 
still not sure how things are going to develop in the 
weeks ahead.  

Although Government guidelines say that officially we 
can open our Church soon, we are not in a position to 
do so at the moment, as there are so many things to 
consider and put in place before taking that step.  

So for now, as a congregation, we will continue to talk 
on the phone and through doorways and windows, 
and use text, email, WhatsApp and Zoom and the 
traditional written word to keep in touch with each 
other.  As for maintaining our relationship with God, 
we have been able to watch You Tube services, read 
sermon notes and access services on the radio and 
television.  

It was while watching one such service on the BBC, 
back in the middle of April, when the crisis was at its 
worst, that I came across a quote that has given me 
inspiration throughout this difficult period.  The service 
came from St David’s Cathedral in Wales and was 
led by the Reverend Canon Leigh Richardson.  He 
ended his address by reminding us of the words of 
the patron Saint of Wales, St David: 

“Be joyful, keep the faith, do the little things . . .”  

These words of advice were given by David, in his 
last sermon to his monks, way back in the 6

th
 century. 

Today they are the motto of the St David’s Cathedral 
School and often repeated in Wales.  They struck a 
particular resonance with me in those dark days of 
April when we were uncertain what the future would 
bring, barely venturing out of our front door, separated 
from many of our loved ones and adjusting to the 

reality of the changed 
circumstances brought about by 
the pandemic.   I have found that 
as the weeks have gone by, I 
have consistently returned to 
them, accepting their challenge 
and trying to meet it. 

I must admit that it has been hard to be joyful and 
keep the faith at times, particularly when bombarded 
by nightly images on the News of the pain and 
suffering endured by so many.  However, there have 
been good news stories amongst the bad and positive 
things that have happened, to bolster our faith and 
keep us joyful: a new-found community spirit;  a 
commitment to end homelessness;  time to pause 
and reflect;  clear skies and a closer relationship with 
nature, to name a few.  

Focusing on the little things has been easier to do.  I am 
not sure exactly what the little things were that David 
was imploring his followers to do, but I do know that he 
lived in a different age, when life was lived at a slower 
pace in a community that focussed on the simple 
things. This crisis has had the effect of slowing many 
of us down - not those caught up in the eye of the 
storm of course - and it has made it easier for us to 
concentrate on little things, if only to avoid being 
overwhelmed by the enormity of the problem facing 
us all.  I am sure that all of us have been encouraged 
by a smile, a wave, a text or a call over the last few 
months.  The lockdown has also made us realise what 
little things we miss - the hug of a loved one, the simple 
pleasure of a chat over a cup of tea, the fellowship 
experienced by joining in worship together at Church. 

Let’s hope that we are able to do these little things 
again soon and that we will appreciate them all the 
more for having not been able to do them for so long. 

   Best wishes,  Louise Whatton 
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The year so far has certainly been a challenging one. 
Since mid-March we have lived with the looming 
presence of Covid-19, and many of us have spent 
much of that time stuck at home, whether furloughed 
or working remotely.  Many others in our community 
have been constantly worried about what the future 
might bring, particularly those small business owners. 
Others still have soldiered on, as what we now know 
as ‘key workers’, confronting the ever-present risks of 
the disease to keep us safe, well, fed, or merely 
delivering a constant supply of online purchases while 
we shield, isolate or quarantine.  My deepest admiration 
extends to you all who have kept working for the benefit 
of the rest of us. 

Of course, as I have mentioned in a previous edition, 
we have also witnessed a surge of community spirit 
throughout this time of crisis, and I have personally 
seen, read about, or heard of so many small (and 
sometimes not so small) acts of kindness across our 
Parish.  Some of you reading may have shopped for 
others, sewed PPE or checked on neighbours. 
Whatever you did, and however small you think your 
contribution was, you made a real difference to 
someone’s life at a time when fear and loneliness 
would otherwise have prevailed.  So many residents 
in this Parish want to thank you for what you have 
done, and so I would like to take the opportunity to 
repeat it on their behalf: 

“Thank you.” 

And so to today.  At the time of writing, we are 
opening-up as a vibrant village once again.  The 
retailers are re-opening their doors, and the two 
things that seem to be on everyone’s minds are going 
to the pub and getting a haircut. 

Inevitably, businesses are finding a new way of 
working.  Posters advising hand sanitising and use of 
face masks are a regular sight, and we cannot avoid 
stickers on floors that continue to encourage some 
measure of social distancing.  In the village, we have 
many small and independent businesses.  All of them 
are going the extra mile to ensure that we and their 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

staff stay safe while we shop, eat or drink.  Please 
continue to support these businesses as much as you 
can. 

While Carnival Day came a little too early for the usual  
festivities, a fantastic day was had across the village.  
Just like VE Day in May, the village participated from 
their own homes, and in their own streets, bringing 
some much-needed merriment as we looked eagerly 
at a post-lockdown world.  As usual, a lot of effort was 
put in by the Carnival committee, and the children’s 
pictures and posters around the village green was a 
lovely sight to behold.  Thank you to everyone who 
participated - once more you showed the positive, 
can-do attitude this village is renowned for. 

We continue to see the community spirit and positivity 
everywhere.  A huge thank you to the BKV volunteers 
who burst back out into the village at the end of June, 
and to all those who lovingly painted and planted in the 
planters around the village.  Likewise, we continued 
to see residents painting on rocks and placing them 
or flowers fashioned out of recycled materials in 
Parish planters to bring some very welcome colour 
(and a smile) to the centre of our community in the 
summer months. 

If you are interested in getting more involved with 
community groups who are doing so much around 
our village, please get in touch.  It would be lovely to 
see this pulling-together of the community continue. 

As we look to the future, and 
continue to hope that Covid-19 does 
not set us back once more, please 
do remember to adhere to the latest 
Government advice and stay safe.  
If at any point we find ourselves 
going backwards (and I really do 
hope not), the Community 
Assistance Group, you have all 
come to hear so much about, will 
still be there to help. 

Daniel Kinsey,   Chairman 
Wombourne Parish Council 

Watch out for this predator 
If you like bees, then keep an eye out this summer for a dangerous invader from the Continent - the Asian 
hornet.   A single Asian hornet can consume 50 honeybees in one day. 

In recent years the Asian hornet has spread across Europe, devouring honeybees by the tens of thousands. 
They are most likely to be found in southern England after crossing the Channel from France, or in imported soil, 
plants and fruit. 

An Asian hornet is mostly black, with thin yellow stripes, an orange face and yellow legs.  Measuring 1.2 inches, 
it is slightly smaller than the European hornet, and is of about the same threat to humans.  But they are deadly 
when it comes to honeybees.   Asian hornets wait outside of honeybee hives and pounce on emerging workers, 
chopping them up alive and taking back the thorax to their own young. 

If you think you have spotted an Asian hornet, report it through the ‘Asian Hornet Watch’ app: 

Asian Hornet Watch app for iPhone 
Asian Hornet Watch app for android 

If you find a nest, don’t try to remove it yourself - it can be dangerous and 
should only be done by experts. 

More details at:  https://www.gov.uk/government/news/asian-hornet-uk-
sightings 

         Parish Pump 
Adult female worker, body length 2 cm+, wingspan 7.6 cm 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/asian-hornet-watch/id1161238813?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.ceh.hornets
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/asian-hornet-uk-sightings
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/asian-hornet-uk-sightings
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I hope everyone is keeping safe and well.   I am 
thrilled to say that we are now beginning the crucial 
transition out of lockdown and towards a more 
‘normal’ way of life.   I was certainly very happy to 
have finally gotten rid of my ‘lockdown locks’.    

I thought I would take this opportunity to recall some of 
the things that have happened in and around Wombourne 
over the last few weeks. 

The last few weeks have provided a much-needed 
respite from the last couple of months, and it has been 
great to see such a fantastic response from so many 
residents.  It is brilliant to see our shops and the High 
Street reopened and trading again.  I would stress 
that as we start to shop more frequently for non-
essential items, please do ensure you are shopping 
carefully, by maintaining the social distancing 
measures that are in place, which may vary from shop 
to shop. 

It is also important to remember what a difficult time it 
has been for everybody across the retail sector in 
South Staffordshire as a whole, particularly small and 
family-owned businesses, who haven’t been able to 
operate online. 

We’re so lucky to have such a wide range of excellent 
independents, so please continue to show your support 
to help keep our High Streets alive. 

In June, we had Loneliness Awareness Week.  This 
was a growing crisis that has been hugely 
exacerbated by the lockdown.  I know that for many of 
my constituents, the lockdown has left many feeling 
isolated and lonely.  Please make sure that you are 
checking on your neighbours, family members and 
friends to make sure they are not suffering alone. 

If you feel you are struggling with your mental health 
or are feeling isolated, please reach out:  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/  

We must do everything we can to eradicate 
loneliness in our communities. 

DO NOT HESITATE TO GET IN TOUCH . . . 

Some other news - 
work on the new play 
area at Baggeridge 
Country Park is 
continuing.  When 
finished it should 
provide a fantastic 
new space and the 
Council has given 
assurances that the 
area will offer an 
enhanced play area 
for all age groups from toddlers upwards, and, most 
importantly, offer improvements in safety and access 
for disabled users. 

The Council's new garden waste collection service 
started on Monday 29 June 2020.  You can sign up 
now at  

www.sstaffs.gov.uk/gardenwaste                                
or by calling 01902 696000. 

Lastly, in celebrating Armed Forces Day this year we 
remember, thank, and pay tribute, to all who have 
bravely served, and those who continue to serve today.  
Our brilliant armed forces have consistently defended 
our freedoms and our way of life - and it was an honour 
to remember them on the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. 

We have come together as a community over the last 
few months and have come out the other side 
stronger for it.  Many of us have made sacrifices, but 
thanks to all that hard work, we are restoring our way 
of life and getting back to enjoying the things we love. 

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch if 
you have any queries or issues you would like to 
raise with me.   I can be reached by email at 

  gavin@gavinwilliamson.org,  
or you can phone my office on 01902 846616 

Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP  

 

Good news about potholes 

One good thing about lockdown has been quieter roads.  Quieter roads are good because councils can then repair the 
potholes more quickly. 

This has included: Shropshire, where pothole gangs filled in more than 2000 during lockdown; Derbyshire, where more 
than 28,000 were filled; Suffolk, where 6,300 were filled, and Bury, where more than 1700 potholes were filled. And 
Manchester laid more than 100,000 square metres of new road surface. 

          And what about South Staffordshire!!! 

What am I? 

A teacher gave her young class a lesson on Zoom.   It was about the magnet, and what it does.  The next day in a short 
test, she included this question: “My full name has six letters.  The first one is M. I am strong and attractive. I pick up lots 
of things.  What am I?” 

When the answers were sent in, the teacher was astonished to find that more than half her students had answered the 
question with the word: “Mother”. 

Sick of preaching 

Our new vicar had just been prescribed bifocals.  The reading portion of the glasses improved his vision 
considerably, but the top portion of the glasses didn’t work so well.  In fact, he was experiencing dizziness 
every time he looked through them.   

He tried to explain this to the congregation on Sunday:  “I hope you will excuse my continually removing my 
glasses.  You see, when I look down, I can see fine, but when I look at you all, it makes me feel sick.” 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/?fbclid=IwAR2DvLNJS3IG9bqWIBi_e8ITJ8Mj7Z1BNWqT_ctuklT9WxYxQnljdGAPDBs
mailto:gavin@gavinwilliamson.org
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    Alan Harbottle              

 Mobile 07813 961830 
  Office 01902 326124 

alan@ashheating.co.uk 

        WORCESTER 
        Bosch Group 

            Accredited Installer 

Summit Arboricultural Services 
•  All Tree work undertaken 
•   Waste removed off site 
•   NPTC Certified 
•   Fully insured 

PLUS all Landscaping 
work carried out 

Samuel Plant 
Home  01902 896560 
Mobile 07823 779369 

Email: stihlsawsammy@gmail.com 

CARPETS AND FLOOR COVERINGS 

Des Fellows 
2 Station Road, Wombourne 

Tel: Wombourne (01902) 893711 
SPECIAL STOCK OFFERS 

Cushionflors  *  Carpets  *  Remnants 
All types and qualities of Carpets  

supplied and Expertly Fitted 
Many Rugs        Carpet Whipping & Fringing 

Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds 

To arrange a home 
visit call Helen on 

01902 892195 
07515 515 542 

Helen Ryan  DipCFHP, MVR, MPSPract 

           Foot Health Practitioner 

Happy Feet 

    foot care 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

In the comfort of your own home SENIOR CITIZENS 

Call     F I O N A     on 

01902 338578 or 07836 505967 

Pest-a-Way 

 

Pest Control 

Wasps, rats, mice, 

moles, ants, etc., 

 

Please call Malcolm 

07931 243077 

Roger Piper 

Eng  Tech  LCGI  MIPHE  RP 

6 Longford Close, Wombourne 
Staffordshire, WV5 8HN 

Telephone    

01902 893334 

Mobile:  
07973 841344 

Plumbing, gas & 
Central heating services 

 

 

PEGGYLAIN 
INTERIORS 

 Bespoke made-to-measure 
Curtains and Blinds 

 Fabrics and Wallpapers 

 Net Curtains 

 Upholstery 

 Poles and Tracks 

 Fitting service available 

 Free quotation 

Come and visit our showroom 

01902 892449 
Station Road, Wombourne 

ORION 

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

Tel : 01902 335976 
Mob : 07958 500386 

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Smoke Alarms - 
Safes - Door & Window Locks - Security 

Lights - Intercoms - Access Control  

INTRUDER ALARM 
SPECIALIST: 

New Systems Installed 
Existing Systems Maintained 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured - All Work 
Guaranteed - Friendly, Reliable, Local 

Service with 25 years’ experience 

The Answer to all your Security Needs 

Keith Middlebrook 

orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com 

Wolverhampton       
Bike Shed 

Community based bike 
repair and recycling, 

powered by volunteers 
St Philip’s Church, Pennfields, WV3 7EN 

CONTACT  Joe Maggs 07988 447963 

info@wolverhamptonbikeshed.org 

 

High Quality Workmanship 
Interior and Exterior Work 
Advanced City & Guilds 

Over 30 years’ experience 
Free quotations 

Fully Insured 

01384 401859 
07981 596109 

D  E  C  O  R  A  T  I  N  G 
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L. M. SNEYD 

Painter and Decorator 
Plumbing                                Plastering 
Building Services       Property Repairs 
Carpentry                            Roof Repairs 

Artex Ceilings 

128 Himley Lane, Himley 

01902 324302 / 892876 

 

Tel: 01902 743892 
Mobile: 07774 732353 

M J McCarthy 
Plumbing & Heating 

Complete Fitted Bathroom Service,  
including Tiling & Electrics 

Installation, Service & Repair 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 

The  treasures on offer at  Caerlaverock, 
Mersehead, Threave and Loch Ken, are all 
easy drives from McMurdoston’s comfortable 
self-catering cottages and welcoming B & B.  
Mind you, with red squirrels, tree sparrows 
and red kites on the doorstep you may just 

want to stay here. 

www.mcmurdoston.co.uk           Sarah or Steve         01387 740200 

WAINWRIGHT  
        ELECTRICAL  
              SERVICES LTD 
24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

INDUSTRIAL  -  COMMERCIAL 
 AND DOMESTIC 

Electrical installations 
NICEIC Approved Contractor 

   Andy 01902 324657 : 07788 965832 

WOMBOURNE 
CIVIC CENTRE 

Function & meeting 
rooms for hire 

Discounts available for   
Wombourne Residents 

Call or email for prices              
and availability 

01902 896300 
enquiries@wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

BROOKBEDE ROOFING & BUILDING LTD 
We offer a complete roofing and building service 

All Flat Roofs  *  New Roofs  *  Tiled & Slate  *  Repointing  *  Chimneys 

 01902 895526                  07714 765 678 
Ingledene, Gravel Hill, Wombourne 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE                  

 01902 896170 : MOBILE 07721 754000   

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk 

LUNCH AND 
DINNER 
PARTIES 

* 

COCKTAIL 
PARTIES 

BUSINESS 
LUNCHES 

* 
FUNERALS 

* 
HOT/COLD 
BUFFETS 

Window Cleaning        

Water-fed pole or traditional  

Gutter, soffit and              

fascia cleaning 

Contact Mal Boden 

07931 243077 

Your Cleaner      
Solution 

Would you like a reliable friendly, fully insured cleaner to 
help you with your daily chores? 
With 10 years’ experience and Wombourne based, our 
rates are typically £10.50 hour.  

Call us free:  0800 7811 068 

www.yourcleanersolution.com 
info@yourcleanersolution.com 

 

Mr  G  OAKLEY 
17 Tipton Road, Sedgley 

Tel: 01902 885112   Mobile 07932651294 
CRB CLEARED 

All Aspects Of Building Maintenance Undertaken                        

TREE SURGERY - FELLED OR REDUCED 
JUNGLES CLEARED - RUBBISH REMOVED 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING : SLABBING & 

PAVING :  PATIOS PRESSURED CLEANING 
UPVC FASCIA & GUTTERING : NEW UPVC 

WINDOWS & DOORS : PLUMBING, BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS - NEW & REPAIRS : GUTTERS 

CLEANED & EMPTIED : DECORATING INSIDE & 
OUT : LOGS FOR SALE  : LICENSED TO CARRY 

RUBBISH 
From roof to Garden, No Job Too Small 

Member of Dudley Age Concert Fix-A-Home Scheme 

COMPANY DIRECTOR : MR GAVIN OAKLEY 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & GARDENING 
ESTABLISHED 1977 

WEST  MIDLANDS LTD 

VILLAGE PODIATRISTS 

Keeping local feet active 

Situated in the heart of the village, near 
the cricket club, Village Podiatrists (new 
name for RP Chiropody) are a team of 
highly qualified podiatrists, who treat feet 
from all walks of life. 

If you develop a problem with your feet 
or toes (including verrucae, ingrowing 
toenails, bunions, calluses, corns, 
general foot pain or diabetic 

complications), then contact Village 
Podiatrists. 

New Surgery at 

Suite 2, The Lodge, Carriers Fold, 
WOMBOURNE 

    01902 893454 
www.villagepodiatrists.com 

  

D Fellows Interiors   
Wombourne   

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Bedrooms  

01902 546636     07703 735670 

dinteriors@outlook.com             
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FACEMASKS 
(different sizes and styles) 

100 cotton, washable/reusable, 
assorted 3-layered fabric 

£5 for men and women 
£3 for children 

email Jane 
vicarage@trysullchurch.org.uk 

or phone   
07939 696 486 

Wills and                                      
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 
Friendly, personal service      

from local solicitor with over            
25 years’ experience 

 
For a free informal discussion 

about Wills, Probate, and                 
Power of Attorney, ring 

 
Vincent Oakley, Solicitor 

01902 743333 
 

Free Home Visits, if needed 

 

Service, Repairs, Diagnostics 

Martin Weston 
Unit 9, Smestow Bridge Trading Estate 

07976 850 060 
mbm.specialistrepairers@gmail.com 

MBM  SPECIALISTS 

JOS  

LAWNMOWING & 
GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

Locally based 
Fully insured 

No job too small 
Occasional or Regular        

assistance given 

Free no-obligation quotes 

Telephone James Saunders 

01902 341650 
07811 058007 

FOX 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS 

Paul Fox - Wombourne  
Tel: 01902 897668 

Mobile: 07855 301137 

Plastering 
Interior & Exterior Painting 
Brickwork & Re-pointing 
Carpentry 
Kitchens 
Patios & Driveways 
Fencing 
Roof Repairs 
UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
Drainage 

Friendly, Reliable Service 
Free Quotations 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

TIME FOR A SMILE! 
While watching her baby brother being christened in church, a little girl caught 
the attention of the minister and she whispered, “Behind his ears too, please”. 

A one pound coin met a twenty-pound note and said, "Hey, where have you been?  
I haven't seen you around here much”.   The twenty note answered, "I've been 
everywhere - hanging out at the casino, I went on a cruise and did all the tours, 
then back home for a while, before going to a few theatre shows and shopping 
expeditions.   And how about you?" The one pound coin replied, “Oh nothing 
much, just the same old routine - church, church, church”. 

While repairing a picture frame, a lady had to replace some chipped gold leaf. 
She asked at the hardware shop, “Do you have any gilt”?   The shopkeeper 
replied.  “Sometimes it’s overwhelming,”  

Terrorists no longer scare me.  Not after the past months at home with my 
partner, three children, two dogs and a moody cat. – Anon  

You must have learned from others’ mistakes.  You haven’t had time to think all 
those up yourself. 

Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going to a garage 
makes you a mechanic 

Multiply 

Noah opened up the ark and let all the animals out, telling them to “Go forth and 
multiply”!    He began to close the great doors of the ark when he noticed that 
there were two snakes still sitting in a dark corner.   Concerned, he said to them: 
“Didn’t you hear me?   You can go now.   Go forth and multiply.” 

“We can’t,” said the snakes sadly. “We’re adders”. 

(M: Methodist  U: United Reformed   
RC: Roman Catholic) 

SWINDON FUNERALS 

May 19 David Nabbs 
July 6           Daphne Timmins 

WOMBOURNE FUNERALS 

June 9          Beryl Simcox 
June 12 Emily Preece 
June 15 Jim Harris 
June 16 Donald Wadeley 
June 19 Dorothy Godwin 
June 29 George Penk 
July 9          Barbara Longfellow 
July 13 Eric Mitchell 
July 14 Angela Hickman 
July 20 Brenda Ann Mason 
July 21 Sheila Bates 

KS2 Tuition - all subjects 
Experienced Primary Teacher with 

Enhanced DBS Certificate 
Online tuition available 

Negotiable rates 

Telephone : Edward                 
01902 324595  

Email : e.gentoutlook.com 

 

Please, please, stop buying 
compost with peat in it  

So says the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB).   The 
large-scale removal of peat from bog 
“is destroying one of our most 
precious wildlife habitats.  It takes 
centuries for a peat bog to form with 
its special wildlife – modern 
machinery destroys it in days.” 



Allan                   
d r  

 

The Magic of Moths    
 

 

During lockdown we have been running a moth trap 
in our garden on fair-weather nights.  This has proved 
both rewarding and frustrating.  Rewarding when you 
see how many nocturnal creatures use the garden 
and frustrating because there are over 2500 different 
moths in the British Isles.  This is an astonishing 
number, considering there are 
59 butterfly species 

We have a good identification 
book, there are excellent 
websites and experienced 

moth enthusiasts are very 
helpful when sent photos, 
but we are beginners, 

looking at the big and beautiful rather than the ‘small 
brown jobs’.  Many moths have marvellous names; I 
yearn to see Satin Lutestring, Smoky Wainscot, 
Toadflax Brocade, Least Carpet, Cloaked Pug and 
Dark Spinach. 

Species emerge in bursts, often in large numbers, we 
started seeing Hebrew Characters, moved on to Buff 
Ermines and Heart & Darts, then Elephant and Poplar 
Hawkmoths.  The Peppered Moth was a thrill, this 
adapted to a blackened landscape, changing colour for 
camouflage in industrial areas during the nineteenth 
century.  Thankfully, it is now pale again.  Our garden 
was created from scratch over the last twenty years, 
so it is amazing to glimpse the biodiversity that comes in 
when encouraged.   

We can help you to make churchyards more welcoming 
to wildlife too.  If you would like a glimpse of the moths 
already using your churchyard, we may be able to 
arrange for someone (more experienced than me!) to 
visit.  

 All the best, Harriet Carty,  harriet@cfga.org.uk  
 Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Some of our British Moths 
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When you think of the incredible beauty of creation, a 
host of impressive historical facts and countless lives 
that have been wonderfully changed, it must take an 
awful lot of faith to be an atheist. 

When God completed the creation of Adam, He must 
have taken a long hard look and said, “I can do better 
than that.”  

Cinnabar Moth 

Convolvulus Hawkmoth 

Toadflax Brocade Moth 

Least Carpet Moth 

 

Scarlet 
Tiger Moth      

                           

                                 
Time to Make Hay   

 
 

For those of us who love wildflowers, painful decisions 
are needed in July and August as this is the time to 
cut our wildflower meadows, whether in the churchyard 
or elsewhere.  Some meadows are left to grow long 
for about 14 weeks during the spring and summer 
and then cut with scythe or strimmer and raked up.  

 

 

The difficulty arises in 
that there are always 
lovely flowers still there 
when the cut comes, 
and it is hard to cut 
them down. 

 

To help with this dilemma, remember that we are 
copying traditional hay-making, which takes place 
when grass is still green, vigorous and full of nutrients 
for stock to eat, but also when the weather is likely to 
be dry enough to make hay successfully. 

But what about the seeds, dropping to the ground for 
next year’s flowers?  If we cut down flowers, there won’t 
be seeds?  Actually, most species within a traditional 
meadow are perennial, so they continue to grow from 
year to year regardless of seeding.  This explains 
why the wildflowers persist in short mown grass in 
churchyards, providing the grass cuttings are 
removed so the soil doesn’t become too rich for them. 

 

 

An exception to this is Yellow 
Rattle which is an annual so 
grows each year anew from 
seed. This flowers early and 
drops its seed in June or 
early July so won’t be lost 
from the sward by cutting 
from mid-July onwards.  

 

 

If you can’t bear to cut down late flowering species 
such as scabious, then leave these patches for later, 
but do aim to have other meadow areas cut, raked and 
ready for the autumn fungi by mid-August if you can. 

  All the best, Harriet Carty 

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor 
harriet@cfga.org.uk 

 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk


Wolverhampton Music School   -   Young Musician of the Year 

Alice Bennett 
Every year since 1992, Rotary Clubs in Wolverhampton have supported the Wolverhampton Music School                    
Pre-tour Concert.   Money raised is used to help the young musicians from poorer families take part in a trip of     
a lifetime where they have performed at prestigious venues in Europe.  Of course, it hardly needs mentioning  
Covid-19 put paid to this year’s venture.  

Normally during the Pre-tour concert, a Young musician of the Year is presented with a Crystal Trophy and £300 
prize money.  Rotarians decided that at least this recognition should not be lost to the pandemic. 

On a wet Thursday morning the 9 July, Alice Bennett was given due recognition as Wolverhampton Music School 
‘Young Musician of the Year’. 

The presentation took place at The Band Stand in West Park - from the photographs you will see Alice receiving 
the Crystal Trophy detailing sponsoring Rotary Clubs presented by Rotary District 1210 Governor Ken Wagstaffe, 
followed by the presentation cheque for the prize money. (L-R) Ken Wagstaffe, PDG Rtn Richard Green, our 
Mayor Cllr Claire Darke, and Young Musician Alice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19 couldn’t stop the award being attended by other 
supporters of the occasion all socially distanced the 
photograph   right  shows (L-R) Terry Close (Wednesfield 
Rotary)   D G Ken Wagstaffe, Richard Green (W-ton Rotary),    
Mayor Cllr Claire Darke, Ciaran O’Donnell (Head of Music 
Service), Ian Brailsford (Wind Orchestra Conductor),      
Vicki Redshaw (James Beattie Charitable Trust). 

 

 

We are certain the memory of this presentation will stay with Alice for many years;  she did say she would be 
pinning the large cheque onto her bedroom wall!! 

            John Pike 
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I Believe 
These words were found after World War II on the walls of 
a cellar in Cologne, Germany where people had been 
hiding: 
  

I believe in the sun, 
          Even when it is not shining. 
I believe in love, 
          Even when I feel it not. 
I believe in God, 
          Even when He is silent  

~~~~~~~ 

The Peace Mantra 
Peace in my Heart 
Peace in this Place 
Peace in our Land -   

 and throughout the World - 
                                           Peace 

Olny srmat poelpe can raed this  

 
I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht 
I was rdanieg.  Its the phaonmneal pweor of the 
hmuan mind.    Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at 
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in waht oredr 
the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt tihng is 
taht the frist and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The 
rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it 
wouthit a porbelm.  Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid 
deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a 
wlohe.  Amzanig!  And I awlyas tghuhot slpeling was 
ipmorantt!  
 
(Yes, it is amazing that you only need the first and 
last letter of a word in the right place to be able to 
read what is written.) 

 

 



17 

As I begin my second term as President, I must begin 
by thanking Previous Past President Graham Rowley 
for his leadership and enthusiasm during what was an 
incredibly unique and unprecedented year for all of us. 
We recruited four new members, including our first two 
women, and have maintained weekly meetings using the 
ZOOM platform during the recent lockdown. This has 
been a learning experience for us all!  

It has also been a sad year, with three long-standing 
members moving on to Higher Service.   Most recently, 
Founder Member John Tonkinson left us on 4 May, 
aged 90.   He helped raise a considerable amount of 
money over the years but especially during his 
Presidential year when the Club was able to purchase an 
RNLI Lifeboat at Flint!  Until his retirement last year,  John 
had served on Trysull and Seisdon Parish Council for the 
past thirty-two years and was elected Chair six times.  
It is unlikely that his contribution to the Parish will ever 
be matched!  However, most of all, we will miss John’s 
fellowship, especially his close friend and fellow 
Founder member, George Sanders.   

On a happier note, Past President John Pike, another 
renowned local councillor, has just celebrated the 40th 
Anniversary of becoming a member of our Club, 
having been introduced by the late Graham Hoppington, 
another Past President and formerly Headteacher at 
Ounsdale High School (as it was then). 

As has been reported nationally, the levels of domestic 
violence have peaked during the Coronavirus outbreak. 
The local Women’s Refuge that the Club has supported 
for many years, has been fully occupied throughout 
these difficult times, including having fifteen children. 
Our initial response was to provide them with some 
staple produce - fruit and vegetables with the help of 
Lees Farm Shop with Member Joe Baldwin collecting 
and delivering them.  Later, having secured a District 
Grant, I was able to personally deliver food hampers 
for each of their self-catering rooms, together with a 

Sedgley & Wombourne Rotary Club 
large basket of fruit for the children 
(kindly donated by one of our 
members). 

I must also thank another Past President, Ken Thomas, 
who has visited fourteen of our local primary schools 
(before the lockdown!) to discuss how we recognise 
young people in their schools.  All the Headteachers 
involved welcomed our interest and involvement and 
we have now donated a “Good Citizen” Trophy to each 
school, to award as they see fit. 

Congratulations to one of our newest members,        
Dr Viquar Qurashi, who has been awarded a Rotary 
“Champion of Change” Award for his sterling work in 
the field of limb replacement in Pakistan.  Viquar has 
spoken at our Club several times about his projects 
and is fully deserving of such national recognition.  We 
are all proud to have him as a member of our Club. 

Throughout this time, we have continued to support 
local and international good causes and will keep on 
doing so.  It is difficult to be able to say when we will 
be able to hold our regular club meetings at Himley 
Country Hotel again, as well as when we begin to offer 
some of our popular events such as Last Night of the 
Proms and Jazz Evenings.  However, everyone is in 
the same situation, and I can ensure you that as soon 
as it is safe to do so then we will again have a full 
calendar!  

We are always looking for new members to join us.     
If you are enjoying volunteering during this current 
situation and would like to continue doing so, not only 
locally but nationally and internationally, then full 
details of all our activities and contacts can be found 
on our website: 

www.rotarywombourneandsedgley.org.uk 

Best wishes 

  Rtn Alan Jasper ~ Club President 20/21 

 

Since our last Grapevine contribution life has changed 
considerably.  So many events planned and cancelled, 
we wonder if anything will ever be the same again. 

Several of our members are still busy sewing scrubs 
washbags and knitting hearts for NHS.  

Sadly the District Rally had to be cancelled, a highlight 
in the District Chairman’s year but Dawn is hopefully 
going to have this at a later date. 

In May it is our pleasure to entertain our partners.  This 
year we had planned a Race Evening which could 
have been a lot of fun.  Maybe next year!  

In the meantime incoming President Alison has been 
crocheting blankets for our International Rally in 
October and so far she has produced 20 blankets.  
Well done.   Other members have also been busy 
with their knitting needles so we should have quite a 
few jumpers and blankets to take to the Rally. 

This year we will be celebrating our 50
th
 and hope to 

have a celebration in November, but this depends on 
social distancing. 

  

 

Because we could not meet 
to have our official handover 
in June the chain was given 
to Incoming President Alison 
in her garden by her mother 
Past President Doreen Pike                         

 

 
 
 
Alison has an interesting programme planned for next 
year but how much of it will actually happen is anyone’s  
guess. 

I will leave you with this  message “a woman is like 
a teabag you can’t tell how strong she is until 
she’s in hot water”.   

Take care everyone!              

      Doreen Pike 

SEDGLEY & WOMBOURNE INNER WHEEL  

http://www.rotarywombourneandsedgley.org.uk


 

Redcliffe Drive - Carnival at Home 
Redcliffe Drive had an amazing Carnival Day.   All the residents with their families and guests celebrating and 
having fun under the bunting and decorations.  It looked great and survived the windy conditions.  

Stalls were set up, prizes donated and we were ready for the off.  Lots of different attractions, among them a 
Candy Stall, Hook the Duck, Pop Corn, Tombola, Photo Shop, Darts and Cards, Guess The Teddy’s Name, 
Guess the Weight of a Cake and the Number of Sweets in a jar.   Pimms on the Lawn, a Coconut Shy, Mini Golf, 
a Cake Stall and many more.  

The day was rounded off with a Street Bingo Game enjoyed by all.  

While we were enjoying ourselves, we raised £867 for The Wombourne & District Community Association.  

Well done Redcliffe Drive and grateful thanks to all those who organised the day 

                                                                                                                                            Nigel Welch 
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I am so beautiful, I am in twice! 
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STRATHMORE CRESCENT - Carnival at Home 

On Sunday 5 July, we held a street party in Strathmore Crescent but it was mainly to celebrate the  

70th Wedding Anniversary of Joy and Stan Capewell  

who had been married 70 years on 1 July  

The whole street seemed to turn out (socially distanced for most of the time).  

            Fred Davies 

Neighbour, Hazel Perry : daughter Jayne with parents Joy and Stan 
 

Congratulations Joy and Stan from everyone on the Grapevine Editorial Committee.   We wish you many, many more! 
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 SUNNY HILL CLOSE - Carnival at Home 

Following on from a very successful 
street part in May to celebrate the      
75th Anniversary of VE Day, the 
neighbours in Sunny Hill Close 
unanimously agreed to arrange a           
follow-up in the future. 

 

The opportunity soon came when the 
Village Carnival Committee appealed 
for streets to participate in a "Carnival  
at Home" celebration.  

 

We formed a WhatsApp group to 
organise our party and as ideas were 
shared we soon came up with a good 
plan to get each household to set up a 
game or activity on the footpath.  These 
generated much fun and laughter! 

 

 

 

We ended the afternoon with a ‘fish + chip’ supper, 
delivered by the "Wombourne Fish Bar", and then  
stood to our feet for the final big clap to mark the 
NHS birthday.  

 

 

These two street parties have greatly enhanced the 
sense of community within the Close and we are 

already sharing ideas for future social events!!  

 

     Linda Revitt 
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WESTLEIGH ROAD - Carnival at Home 
What a wonderful community spirit was in the air at Westleigh Road Carnival.  We would like to thank 
all who supported the day - it was truly awesome.  

There was something there for everyone to enjoy - fun, food and above all fellowship and what was, 
also wonderful to see was neighbours becoming friends and as if this wasn’t enough £352 was raised 
for charity - £176 to Birmingham’s Children’s Hospital and £176 to Wombourne Carnival Committee for 
local charties.  

So “Well Done” to all those street parties,                                                                                                     
I’m sure you will all agree what a fantastic place Wombourne is to live  

            Rev Jean Spragg         
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THE GRANGE - Carnival at Home 
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WOMBOURNE PARK - Carnival at Home 
So . . . with the actual Wombourne Carnival being cancelled because of COVID, street events were to be 
welcomed in our village - it was time for the Wombourne (Park) Carnival . . . 

After lots of prep it was time for the ‘event’; the bunting went up, fancy dress costumes were put on and the people 
came out - we could have done without being blown around by the wind but at least it didn’t rain on us!!  

There was plenty going on in our road - we filled my car with balloons -173 were in there and I’m glad we had 
some help with blowing all those up.  Russ did a sterling job counting them in and getting the car door closed!!!   
Apparently the car got a few funny looks as we left it there that evening and overnight.  It must be strange 
travelling down a street and seeing a car completely full of balloons and no indication as to why!  There was live music, 
the ‘Owl Experience’, cakes, plants, bracelets; lots of stalls & games to be played  - Ultimate Lemons, the Chocolate 
Drop, Hook-a-dDck, Ping-Pong Points, and a little girl was happy to go home with Oscar the cuddly dog after she 
guessed his name correctly.  Brains were tested with the quiz late on in the afternoon.  

Raffle tickets were sold - we’re very grateful for all the prizes that were donated, thank you – some of our local 
businesses were very generous and it was all very much appreciated.  Some of our girls performed a dance in 
the street, the ice-cream van came and ‘Play Your Cards Right’ made an appearance. 

It was a busy day and I’m glad to say there were lots of smiling faces around. It was all worthwhile with money being 
raised for local charities. The smiles said a lot and the day seemed to go very well I’m glad to say. 

We’ve just been out delivering more raffle prizes and have been told that it was a great day - and we should do it 
every year!!  

     Lynne Forrester 
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Lynne plying her wares 
on the Chocolate Drop 

Why didn’t it float away? 

I wonder what they did with all the balloons! 

Some of Wombourne Park residents enjoying the 
Carnival @ Home 

 
For more photographs, see over  
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To All Wombourne Park Residents 

Thank you so much for supporting our Wombourne Carnival @ Home on Sunday 5
 
July and to Mr Smith’s 

(Swindon), Chip Inn, Fresh Coffee Shop, Balti Hut, Niche Flowers, Sandiacre Farm Shop, and New Inns 
for raffle prizes 

Just to let you know how great you are . . . 

Together we raised a WHOPPING £554-91 for local charities and voluntary organisations!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

The Wombourne Carnival Committee will let us know in due 
course where the money will go, but they are still collecting from 

local shops and their online JustGiving page 

If anyone feels they would like to add to the pot,                                                     
they can still donate online at: 

 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wombournecarnival 

Thank You so much 
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When Christ stood in Trafalgar Square 
I’m not a big fan of statues – but my favourite was the life-sized figure of Christ that 
stood in London’s Trafalgar Square during the Millennium celebrations. 

It stood on the square’s previously-empty fourth plinth, going almost unnoticed among 
the surrounding grand statues and with Nelson’s Column towering above it. 

The statue, called Ecce Homo (Behold the Man), was built by conceptual artist       
Mark Wallinger and erected in 1999.   He explained: “I consciously made Him life-
size.  We are made in God’s image, and He was made in our image. 

“So for the statue to stand in contrast to the overgrown relics of empire was definitely 
part of the plan.” 

The figure was made of white marble resin, and depicted Christ standing before the 
multitude with His head slightly bowed. 

I found the statue of Christ deeply moving and kept returning to Trafalgar Square to 
stand and gaze at it. 

Because to me, the statue declared Christ’s vulnerability.  It stood as a reminder that the God of all 
creation came to earth as a man and lived among us.  He gave up His life so that we might have salvation. 

There, with London’s traffic rushing by, pigeons coming in to land, and tourists snapping photographs of 
each other, Christ stood unobtrusively.  Standing, you could say, at the door of our consciousness, and 
asking to be let in. 

In a BBC interview at the time, the artist said that he wanted the statue to be an antidote to the “spiritually 
empty celebration” then taking place at the Millennium Dome in Greenwich. 

It certainly had a deep effect on me.  In April 2017, the statue of Christ was placed on the steps of                
St Paul’s Cathedral during Easter.   Again, I watched as tourists passed by not noticing the figure. It was  
a modern-day parable in marble resin. 

When the Apostle Paul took a stroll around Athens, he spotted the various altars and statues to the Greek 
gods.  He found an altar ‘To an Unknown God’ and declared that this was “the God who made the world 
and everything in it” who had made Himself known in Jesus Christ. 

Just as Mark Wallinger took possession of the fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square for Jesus Christ – the reason 
for the Millennium celebrations – so Paul claimed the ‘unknown God’ altar in Athens for the Christian 
gospel. 

The Bible has always been wary of putting people on pedestals.    It shows us all sides of the people it 
describes, warts and all. 

It tells us that Moses was a murderer, that David was an adulterer, that Paul persecuted the first 
Christians and that Peter denied Christ. 

But all of us have feet of clay, and few of us deserve to be memorialised for centuries in stone or marble. 
Rather, we are gently encouraged to love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 

Maybe that’s the best way to make our mark in history.      Parish Pump 

Perhaps this should be a maxim for today in the light of the current situation regarding monuments!! 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wombournecarnival


WOMBOURNE CARNIVAL AT HOME 
This year Wombourne Carnival was held at home, everyone had a great day and the weather was very kind to us 
albeit a slightly windy day!!   Many streets and neighbours joined together and organised social distancing picnics, 
BBQs, afternoon tea, ice cream, games, races and music.  

Over £3000 has been raised this year and every penny will go back into the Wombourne Community through 
Wombourne based charities, and not for profit organisations.   Whilst it was slightly sad to not see the brightly 
coloured parade going through the streets of Wombourne, home and business owners went all out and decorated 
their buildings, streets, homes, gardens and windows and it looked incredible, so much effort went into the day 
and the committee were overwhelmed by the efforts we saw.   Together with Wombourne Parish Council Chair, 
Councillor Daniel Kinsey, I spent a wonderful day visiting the streets of Wombourne and met the residents who 
had organised events in their streets and homes.    I was blown away by the wonderful decorations, the village 
was alive with colour and music, people made a fabulous day of it and joined with friends and neighbours and 
raised an incredible amount of money.  The committee and I are really grateful.  

We hope Wombourne Carnival will be back at the Civic Centre in 2021 

       Vicky Bratt, Chair of the Wombourne Carnival Committee  
    

28 



29 



 

METHODIST CHURCH 

MINISTER: Revd Teddy Siwila, 01902 341794 

Lay Worker:  Richard French, 01902 676297 

Church Council Sec. David Hotchkiss, 01902 336174 

COMMON ROAD, WOMBOURNE 

SUNDAY SERVICES     

10.30 am weekly, and 6.30 pm 1st & 3rd Sunday only 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WOMBOURNE 

  Chairman: Tess Guest, 01902 894219                                            

 Secretary: Angela Pickering, 01902 896997  

Treasurer.  Laurie Gainer, 01902 895849 
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St Michael’s, Himley & St John’s, Swindon  
Revd Charmaine Host, Vicarage, 12 St John’s Close,         

Swindon, DY3 4PG      01384 298627                                  
charmainehost@btinternet.com   

 ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Churchwardens: Frank Nicholls 01902 677300 and 
Caroline Mason 01902 335194  

All Age Worship, 11 am, 1st Sunday:  
 Holy Communion 11 am on 2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th Sundays 

Mid-week Prayer Group, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 

         ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON 
Churchwarden: Keith Lilley, 01384 270676 

Caroline Roberts-Woodward 

 9.30 am Holy Communion - variations to this may be 
found on page 10  

St John’s CE Primary School, 01384 273865 
 

Holy Cross, Bobbington & All Saints, Trysull 
  Rev’d Richard Fisher, Vicarage, School Road,      

Trysull, WV5 7HR      01902 476843                                                          

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BOBBINGTON 
Churchwardens ,  Alan Bill 01384  221209 

Jane Southall, 01384 221176 

Morning Worship, 11.15 am,  1st Sunday 

Holy Communion 11.15 am,  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Corbett VA CE Primary School, 01384 221260 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TRYSULL 
Churchwarden: Pauline Careless, 01902 894723 

Alan Compson, 01902 898334 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Weekly: 8 am Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays each 

month, 6.30 pm Evensong weekly 

9.45 am Holy Comm,  but 2nd Sun 10 am All Age Worship  

All Saints’ CE (VC) Primary School, 01902 894552 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ST BERNADETTE’S, RENNISON DRIVE 
Parish Priest  Monsignor Crisp 01902 423005  

Assistant Priest  Fr Gary Mantle  

Pastoral Assistants Sisters of St Ann of Providence 
Parish Telephone 01902 341343 / 423005 

WEEKEND MASS - Sunday 9.00 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES:- Wednesday Evening prayer 6.15  
before Mass 6.30 pm:   Tuesday 9.30 am: Friday 9.30 am 

Thurs 9.30-10.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 10.00 -10.30 am  

St Bernadette’s R C Primary School, 01902 894787 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MINISTER:  Vacant  

Wombourne Ch Sec David Balderstone 01902 893973 

WOMBOURNE  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 10.45 am FAMILY SERVICE   

    Wednesdays: Morning prayer 10 am 

SWINDON SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning 10.30 am:     

Thursday prayers 10 am  
Swindon Church Sec Ken Hughes 01384 298275  

 

 KINGSWAY CHURCH 
 High Street, Wombourne                                                

(In fellowship with Assemblies of God in Gt Britain & N Ireland) 

www.kingsway-church.co.uk  

Pastor John Price 07922 614661                                     

SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30 am  and  6.00 pm  

New Horizons Wed 12.30  :  Knitting Group Wed 2 pm 

 Younger People: Fridays, 5-8’s, 9-12’s, 12’s-18’s 
Babies, Toddlers + Pre-School                                                     

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, term time only 
 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND:  SMESTOW VALE TEAM CHURCHES 
Wombourne Churches: St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable Bede  

Team Rector: Revd Preb Paul Brown, The Vicarage, School Road, Wombourne: 01902 892234: prebpbrown@gmail.com 

Associate Minister :   Revd Sue Watson - 07932 175846 

Licensed Readers: Laurie Gainer  01902 895849, Susan Williams 01902 326529. Ian Host and William Cole 

Children’s Worker:   Sarah Mullen, 07702 376 169  sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

AT ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH 
Churchwardens   

    Derek Bryant 01902 896991  :   Hilary Moore 01902 892856 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 am Holy Communion (said)  10.30 Parish Eucharist, (sung) 
1st Sunday 6.30 Evensong:   2nd Sunday 7 pm  Taizé Worship 

MIDWEEK: Tuesdays 9.30 Holy Communion 
St Benedict Biscop CE Primary School,01902 892197 

AT THE VENERABLE BEDE CHURCH 

Churchwarden:  Peter Cartwright  01902 895765 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
9 am Parish Eucharist (sung) 

MIDWEEK: Thursdays 11 Holy Communion 


