
 

 
In Flanders 
Fields, bloom 
poppies red, 
Memories of 
men whose  
blood was 
shed. 

 
 
In graves they lie with 
names we see, 
They died over there for you 
and me. 
The poppies bloom and fade 
away, 
Not you my lads, you’ll 
always stay . . . 

FOREVER IN OUR 
HEARTS 

 
                   Barbara Peters 

 

 

 



 

THE PARISH OFFICE 

Tel: 01902 897700 
office@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

In the Wombourne Institute 
Weekdays 9.30-12 

Administrator 

Maxine Banner 

 

WOMBOURNE 
VOLUNTEER BUREAU  

in the Wombourne Institute 
Mon-Fri 9.45-12.15 & 1.45-3.45 

We provide transport, Day Care, hearing 
aid batteries, wheelchairs and general 

support and help for local people. 

wombournebureau@talktalk.net  

01902  892492                                                      
Do drop in for a chat and a cuppa                           

THE WOMBOURNE INSTITUTE        
is an independent Charity, the Trustees 

being responsible for the building.   Some 
rooms are rented by the Volunteer Bureau 
on weekdays, others by the church on a 

permanent basis.  

To hire rooms for regular meetings or one
-off events, eg children’s parties, crafts 

etc, phone Carol Porter, 898409.   

 
HALLS FOR HIRE  

Bobbington Village Hall 

Jane Tudor, 01384 221362 

Methodist Church Hall 

June Horton, 01902 892723 

Roman Catholic Church Hall 

Alison Banyard, 01902 896359 

St Benedict Biscop, Venerable 
Bede Hall 

Parish Office, 01902 897700 

United Reformed Church, Allen 
Memorial Hall, Wombourne 

Louise Whatton, 01902 895023 

United Reformed Church, 
Swindon 

Debbie Peace, 01902 324065 or 
07759 589550 

W I Village Hall (next to Police 
Station) 

Linda Packer, 01902 897203 

Grapevine:   

Please deliver magazine copy 
to  

Editor:  Olly Cadman, 897964  

editor@smestowvalegrapevine.org.uk 

All numbers are ‘01902’                         
except as indicated 

Chairman: Jan Glover (CE) 894756    

Treasurer: Nigel Welch (CE) 324111  

Proof-reader   
Catherine Sutton (RC), 892693 
Janet Wata (CE), 01384 262031 

Churches and village contacts              
Arthur Butler, Kingsway, 338418                    

Hilary Elsden (RC) 892708  
Wendy Meredith (CE) 898009 

John Pike (Meth) 893560   
Chris Welch (CE) 324111   

Louise Whatton, (URC) 895023 

Distribution: Nigel Welch 324111           
for delivery to your home,                        
or to help with deliveries  

Advertisers  
Contact Olly Cadman 897964          
ollycadman@btinternet.com  

Grapevine on CD 
for people who prefer to listen:                

Contact Brian Bridge, 01384 270702 

The Grapevine Committee reserves the 
right to select from or shorten articles 

Views expressed may not conform 
to those of Smestow Vale Team 

PCCs 

Editorial (from Olly C) 

I am writing this, late afternoon, on Sunday 27 September - the sun is shining, 
the sky is blue, and the wind is not as strong as early this morning.   Today I 
was co-leader of a Wulfrun Walkers walk at Market Drayton.  As we waited 
in the car park for the 10 am start, the wind was chill and a lot of us got 
extremely cold - those who had brought gloves were considered fortunate.   
It is very strange that just a small walking group can have so many different 
styles of walking - my co-leader, who is 81, was very cold, is a very good walker, 
and can progress from 0-60 in about a minute!! - the remainder of us, build up 
our stamina and do our best to try to keep up - I might add to no avail!!!    

We walked out of Market Drayton on the canal towpath, not knowing whether 
we were on the Trent and Mersey Canal, coming in from the north, or the 
Shropshire Union Canal, going out to the south, it was probably the latter.  
Whichever one it was, there were so many narrowboats that it was more like 
mid-summer.  We had a coffee stop at the Tyrley locks.   So interesting 
seeing how the narrow boats cope with the locks - one comes out at the 
bottom on the lower part of the canal, and the one waiting to reach the upper 
part goes in.  A really peculiar sensation seeing the top of this boat rising in 
the lock, and equally peculiar to see the one waiting for this one to come 
out on the upper part of canal disappearing down into the bottom of the 
lock on its journey to the lower section  (see photograph on back cover). 
Surely a lesson in patience and co-operation. 

From there we walked through cultivated fields of sweetcorn and bamboo, 
the sweetcorn in various stages of growth.  In one particular field, it was over 
6ft tall and the path through, although wide enough in the early stages of 
growth, was reduced to about 12 inches, with the leaves bowing over us as 
we walked.   It was a strange and eerie sensation, and at this point I just felt 
that I was on my own, and from then on, during the walk, I found myself 
looking around and marvelling afresh at God’s creation.  Marvelling at how the 
human race has adapted the different areas doing what they are best suited for.    

It is not quite back to ‘square one’, but I think we are all approaching this 
period of ‘lock-down’ with a degree of uncertainty.  Having more time to do 
jobs around the house and garden in the early summer, was good.  This time 
we have the dark nights and mornings - trying to keep warm, especially 
when the weather is not really suitable for much gardening or outdoor activities.    

You will see that many clubs and societies have not re-opened, and are 
going to review the situation in January.   The churches, too, are finding it 
difficult to know exactly how to treat the special forthcoming events - Harvest, 
Remembrance Sunday, and even Christmas.  Doubtless Rev Paul and all 
the other ministers will let congregations know exactly what is on offer, and 
when they can finalise arrangements and let everyone know correct details. 

Please contact me if you feel that you would like to say how YOU are getting 
on, - what you like, or dislike in the current situation.  Thank you, Olly 

2 



CONTENTS 

Church contacts; services         8          

Minister’s Letter                          9  

Advertisements                12-14 

Registers                                   14 

      
       

3 

I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E S 

DEADLINE    December 2020 / January 2021 issue 

5 November 2020                 

  DISTRIBUTION:  From last Thursday in month 

prior to publication date (after 11.30 pm)           

The last six months have been difficult for all of our 
churches.  So many services and fund-raising events 
have been cancelled, and so much that has been 
carefully planned simply put on hold.   

With a little (lot of) help from Ben the Vicar of Penn, I 
learnt how to put a short service on Facebook and 
later on YouTube.   IT just shows that you are never too 
old to find a new skill and over the weeks I have gradually 
become more confident with the technology.  I have 
had many appreciative comments from people who 
have joined in those services and although there is a 
difference between those who have joined in our services 
and those who have ‘just dipped’ several hundreds of 
people have seen them each week.   

I am pleased that as soon as we were able St Benedict’s 
opened for private prayer as soon as it was possible -  
prayer is at the heart of everything that we do and 
many of our villagers find value in just sitting in our 
church and absorbing the atmosphere that has been 
created by centuries of Christian Prayer.    

In July we were finally allowed to restart our Sunday 
services.  Numbers at weddings, funerals and baptisms 
were, and continue to be limited to 30, but on a Sunday 
we were asked to work out how many our Church could 
hold if everyone was socially distanced.  My training 
as a surveyor came in very useful as armed with a 
measuring stick created from the bamboo in my garden, 
and yellow circles saying “please sit here”, I was able 
to work out that we could have congregations of between 
50 and 60 (depending on how many couples came.)  
As our Church seats in excess of 350 this meant that 
we had to institute a booking system for our Sunday 
Services and it was with a very heavy heart we had to 
say sorry we are full once the maximum number was 
reached.   

No Holy week and Easter Services, no Grapevine, no 
Flower Festival, no Music Festival, all sad losses.   But 
as our Church has stood in the centre of our community 
for well over a thousand years, its physical structure 
is a simple reminder of the faithfulness of God and 
that one day, hopefully when the vaccine arrives, we 
will be all be able to get together again. 

The Autumn at St Benedict’s 

The Autumn period is usually a busy time at St Benedict’s 
and at the Venerable Bede.   Harvest, Remembrance 
Sunday, All Saints’, All Soul’s Day and the Advent 
Carol Service are just some of the special events that 
would normally happen in October and November.  
As I write this, things are still very uncertain, so when 
we know more, details will be put on our Web page , 
our Facebook page and on the local Social Media. 

Keeping in Touch 

If you would like a copy of our weekly “Keeping in 
Touch” news-sheet with our Sunday Readings and a 
reflection by one of our Team Ministers; Grapevine or 
our activities for children, to engage with at home, 
please contact the Parish Office by email and Maxine 
will be very happy to add you to our contact lists  

(office@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk). 

AND . . .  DON’T FORGET 

to book in for our Sunday Services by 12 noon the 
preceding Saturday with Hilary -   

(hilmoore@gmail.com) 

     Paul Brown    Rector 

Covid 19 and St Benedict’s Church 

Grapevine Magazine                      
October / November 

Disappointingly and with regret, following the increased 
restrictions relating to the Covid 19 Pandemic, we are 
unable to produce and distribute a printed copy of the 
next edition of the Smestow Vale Grapevine Magazine.  

We will be producing a digital copy for distribution to 
everyone who we have an email address for. 

If you, or anyone you know, would like a copy please 
send your email address to Maxine at the Parish Office 
(office@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk) requesting a copy. 

If you received a copy last time then you do not need 
to request it again. 

The digital copy will be available from the 29
 
September. 

  Nigel Welch, Distribution Manager 

Church Wives 

 

Due to the present regulations imposed due to the 
current Covid pandemic, Wombourne Church Wives 
have taken the decision to cancel all our Church 
Wives meetings for the remainder of 2020.   

We will then reassess the situation as to when we will 
recommence our fortnightly meetings. 

We send our good wishes to all during these uncertain 
times and look forward to meeting together again in 
the not too distant future. 

    Sue Hill 

mailto:office@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk
mailto:hilmoore@gmail.com


I recently watched a film called ‘Patriots Day’, a 
dramatic retelling of the events surrounding the 
Boston Marathon bombing of April 15th, 2013.  I felt a 
deep connection with the events depicted in the film 
and over the next few days I began to process what 
was going on in my own mind and emotions.  I come 
from Manchester and on 3 December, 1992, two 
bombs were detonated in Manchester city centre, one 
of them very close to the Cathedral where, later that 
month, Peter and I were married.  On 15 June, 1996, 
whilst I was involved in an event at the church where 
I served my curacy, the IRA detonated a lorry bomb 
in Manchester city centre, only 2½ miles away.  All of 
us at the church fete heard and felt the huge explosion 
and saw the dust cloud rise over the city.  These 
traumatic events were a public and a private tragedy 
for our city and for individuals and families. 

The watching of this film had brought to the surface 
again some of the emotions I had felt when these events 
had occurred.  It took some time to recognise this and 
to begin to think and pray through.  I was greatly helped 
by articles produced by the ‘Tragedy and Congregations’ 
Project.  The purpose of this project is to resource 
Christians to respond with integrity, courage and 
compassion to the impact of tragedies, local and 
global.   At this time, as we journey through the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when we are all dealing with 
and processing the effects of a world-wide tragedy,  
their resources speak directly to our situation and the 
challenges we face and I commend them to you.  

‘So what of this Covid 19 situation?  In a sense 
it’s the trauma that keeps giving.  Or like an 
earthquake with aftershocks.  We do not know 
yet what may happen further down the line.  The 
problem is that there are no maps available to 
us to help us navigate through this crisis . . . 

‘In response to the initial phase of the 
pandemic, we have certainly seen heroic and 
inspiring responses; amazing self-giving in 
those who have volunteered to help neighbours 
and communities, healthcare and frontline 
workers, clergy and congregations serving 
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those who are in need and ministers learning 
to record and live stream services and finding 
many creative ways to engage with 
congregations and local communities.  Many 
are now tired, emotional, increasingly 
frustrated with the loss of liberties, with the 
denial of the usual comforts of contact with 
families and friends, of going out and just being 
normal.  Losses are mounting up and realities 
are hitting home.   . . . some just want to get 
back to normal and others are fearful of coming 
out of lockdown too quickly. 

‘And it is at this point, when energy levels are 
depleted, that we as communities and churches 
are being asked to be creative all over again in 
finding ways to develop a ‘new normal’, which may 
only be temporary, to cope with requirements 
of social distancing, and won’t feel ‘normal’ at 
all.  Perhaps this is a transitional phase in 
which we try to function as best we can with 
the uncertainty of not knowing if we will be on a 
gradual trajectory out of this crisis or find 
ourselves back in lockdown again. 

‘This is where we are at the edge of our known 
world so far.   . . . it will be important for us to 
chart our journeying and to be kind and 
forgiving to ourselves and one another, for 
there is much to learn and endure as we travel, 
and we will need time and space to reflect on 
and integrate our learning.  Wiser living is not a 
final destination, but it is the fruit of hope, trust 
and love shared amongst companions on the 
Way.’   Mapping the journey communities are taking through  

  COVID’, Hilary Ison, June 2nd, 2020. 

 
 
May you know God’s 
presence, peace and blessing 
as we continue to journey 
through this time together. 

+Sarah 
Bishop of Shrewsbury 

 

A Journey Through - Bishop Sarah’s pastoral letter  

 

 

 

 

Churches enjoy Zooming    
Most churches who used digital channels during lockdown, in order to keep in touch with their congregations, 
found that their favourite platform was Zoom. 

A recent survey by Ecclesiastical found that Zoom was used by 78 per cent; Skype by 12 per cent, and other 
platforms, including WhatsApp, by eight per cent. 

Nearly one third of churches who used digital channels have also reported an increased attendance at their 
virtual services. 

That has led to some 38 per cent of churches saying that they would continue to use digital channels, even now 
that churches are physically open again.    
              P P  

Don’t ‘go it alone’ 

If you are helping others at this time, remember to  
still leave space and time for yourself.  Going the 
extra mile for other people all the time will only 
ensure one thing; your collapse.  Work in teams. 
Even the Good Samaritan did not attempt to help the 
injured man all on his own; he brought in the 
innkeeper.  By sharing the problem, they solved it! 

Ten Commandments 

A Sunday School teacher was discussing the Ten 
Commandments with her five and six-year-olds.   After 
explaining the commandment to ‘honour thy father and thy 
mother’, she said: “Is there a commandment that teaches 
us how to treat our brothers and sisters?” 

Without missing a beat, one little boy answered: “Thou 
shalt not kill.” 



l The 
Meadow Maker 

 
 
There’s a brilliant plant that can really help you to 
manage your wildflower meadows; it’s called Yellow 
Rattle and September is a good time to sow it.  
Yellow Rattle, or Hay Rattle, is a British wildflower, 
also known as the Meadow Maker due to its ability to 
supress grass, encouraging wildflowers to thrive. 

Yellow Rattle is partially parasitic on grass, tapping 
into the roots of grass plants and extracting extra 
nutrition (as well as photosynthesising like most plants).  
This weakens the grass to such an extent that an 
area of grassland containing Yellow Rattle has a 
visibly shorter sward than the neighbouring patch 
without.  So, less chance of flowers being overtopped 
and squeezed out, less grass to cut and fewer heavy 
grass cuttings to rake up and remove.  It is an annual 
plant so doesn’t over-winter but it sets seed in June 
or early July so seeds will have scattered by the time 
you cut your meadow, once established it spreads itself. 
Listen for the ‘rattle’ of the ripe seeds in their pods. 

Yellow Rattle can be tricky though, it needs a little 
care to get it established but is well worth it: 

1)  Cut the area where you will be sowing 
really short, giving it a firm raking to pull out 
any dead grass that may be lodged there.  
Get down to the soil!   

2)   Sow Yellow Rattle seed from now until 
the end of November, making sure the seed 
reaches bare soil by scraping away the turf in 
small patches.  

3)   Sprinkle a few seeds onto the soil and 
press down with your foot.  

4)  Give the area another short mow in the 
spring so the germinating plants have some 
sunlight. March or April are good times to cut. 

   

    All the best, Harriet Carty, 

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, 
harriet@cfga.org.uk, 
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A Word in Season 
Every month at Kingsway two talented ladies prepare 
a poster for the lobby.  Just before lockdown it was based 
on Isaiah 43 verse 18,  "Forget the former things: do 
not dwell on the past.  See I am doing a new thing!  
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making 
a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland" (NIV).  
As Pastor John said when introducing his on-line talk 
for 30 August, we didn't realise how timely that text 
was.  He explained that here God gives us three 
instructions: 

First, we are to forget past things.  Bad things certainly: 
it harms us to dwell on them.  But even good things 
from the past need forgetting if God is to do something 
new:  we can't live in the past.  Second, we must 
look forward to see the new things which are coming.   
Throughout history God has worked through times of 
distress to achieve his purpose.  Whether it was Joseph 
coming through kidnap and prison to ruler of Egypt, 
or Ruth coming through famine and exile to bear the 
ancestors of David and Jesus, the anxious times 
formed the backdrop for a miracle of God.   Even 
Jesus had to suffer the agony of crucifixion by the 
Gentiles, for those Gentiles to be included in God's 
inheritance. Third, we must use our perception to see 
what is not obvious.   Germination causes life to spring 
up, but germination usually occurs under the earth 
and in the dark.  So what God is doing through the 
present crisis is not obvious - we need perception. 

If we follow these instructions we will reap the fruit -  
a way in the desert and streams in the wastelands.  
Israel had seen God make a way through the Red 
Sea, and provide water from the rock.  But those were 
the past and now the new was coming.  Isaiah was 
speaking when the nation was entering a new 
captivity - Babylon - and God was promising a new 
road to the same end - freedom.  So Pastor John 
encouraged us to see that through these troubled 
times God will be seen setting people free from those 
things which have held them captive.  The water in 
Scripture is a picture of the Holy Spirit and it's not just 
one spring it's many streams.  We are to expect 
outpourings of the Holy Spirit as, unseen to most, 
God's new work germinates. 

So it has been good to find a positive message about 
an unsettling time.  There have been other good things.   
Pastor Graham Field is speaking on Wednesdays from 
the book of Daniel - "Remaining true to our Heritage" 
and "Remaining true to the Sovereignty of God" have 
been the first instalments.   Pastor Rob Cooper has 
started a serious of podcasts on Fridays on Peter's 
epistles - "Digging In" and "Coming out Stronger".  It's 
good to have methodical teaching from the Bible, and 
there's more to come from both.  Further good news is 
that Pastor Rob's wife Adna, who is from Brazil, has 
received her British Citizenship after seven years of 
struggle and sometimes crisis.   

Also the Kingsway 
Church has received a 
"Thank you" card from 
the Lord Lieutenant of 
Staffordshire for our 
contribution to the 
county during the Covid 
19 crisis.  It's always 
nice to be appreciated!. 
   Arthur Butler, Kingsway Church 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
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Many Wombourne residents have cause to be 
grateful to the ‘small man’ with the ‘big heart’. 

He will be sorely missed by the residents of Wombrook 
Court, where anyone requiring assistance could be 
sure of help from Maurice.  With great enthusiasm he 
organised support for many charitable causes, raising 
funds and providing enjoyment for all who participated. 

The voluntary service provided by the Hand-in-Hand 
was really appreciated by Maurice - he had lunch 
there every Friday where he met up with regular diners - 
he was also glad of the ‘transport to hospital service’ 
provided by them. 

For approximately sixteen years, Maurice was an 
active member of the Dayspring Friendship Club, fully 
entering into all the activities and holidays (where he 
and Alf were invaluable, helping members off and on 
to the coaches, etc).  Many of us have cause to be 
thankful for this service!   He and Alf formed a lasting 
friendship at this time, with Maurice frequently finding 
himself the butt of many of Alf’s jokes. 

FOND MEMORIES OF MAURICE WALKER 

Small in Stature - Big in Heart 

He loved all sports, especially cricket and football, and 
he had a phenomenal memory for team scores, details 
of trophies won, who was voted man-of-the-match, etc, 
obviously this made him a popular member of all the 
quiz teams.  As a keen member of Wombourne Cricket 
Club, he has served as secretary, team player, and 
most enthusiastic away-supporter, and many other 
jobs - he could always be found at the Cricket Club 
on a Saturday watching his team and chatting to his 
many friends. 

Maurice was a local lad, born and bred in the Black 
Country, his father and uncle having served their 
communities as mayors.  He also kept in touch with 
several of his school friends, sharing a meal and 
having a natter about their younger days.  Family 
members were very precious to Maurice, and he was 
very proud of the achievements of the younger 
members. 

Maurice, you will be dearly missed by all your many 
friends in Wombourne, and it has been a privilege to 
have known you. 

   Joy, Vi and Mary 

Maurice Walker 1938 - 2020 

 
Maurice was the popular treasurer of Friday Men’s Lunches at the Hand in Hand for more than 13 years.     

He first moved to Wombourne in 1971, living with his wife Gwen on Common road and then on the Broadway.  He 
and Gwen enjoyed holidays all over Britain, always sending postcards home to the family.   Maurice was interested 
in all forms of sport but he was especially a lifelong Wolves supporter.   He enjoyed cricket in Wombourne and 
considered becoming a professional cricket umpire.   

His other interest was his garden which was always kept neat and tidy.  Maurice was lost with the death of Gwen 
in 2004.   He later moved to Wombrook Court on Walk Lane where he quickly became involved in many of their 
social activities and formed many new friendships .  He wasn’t a tall man but he had a big personality and wherever he 
went he chatted to the people he met. 

In 2009, Maurice underwent a major heart operation and this problem eventually led to his death.  He was still talking 
about holidays he planned to take, two weeks before his death.   

His wonderfully cheerful disposition will be missed by all who knew him.  

             Anne Lanaway 

3 October:  Hewalds the Black and White                                                                 
- martyred because they were different 

With Islamic State’s current savage persecution of Iraqi Christians in 
mind, here are two saints for this autumn: Hewald the Black and Hewald 
the White (d.c. 695).  These 7

th
 century Anglo-Saxon priests were living 

peacefully in Frisia among the Old Saxons, worshipping the Christian God by 
daily Mass on a portable altar, and reverently devoting themselves to the 
Divine Office. 

Over time, the Old Saxons came to resent these two priests who did not 
serve their gods.   Then the Old Saxons began to fear that Hewald the 
Black and Hewald the White might even manage to convert some of their 
people to Christianity.  That was unthinkable, and so they took brutal 
action: they killed them both and threw their bodies into the Rhine.  Both 
bodies were recovered and then later enshrined in the church of St Cunibert 
in Cologne, where they still remain.  It seems that wherever Christianity 
shines out, there is always the danger of attack from those who give 
allegiance to a different god. 

         Parish Pump 

 



Bert Bissell and Ben Nevis,                                 
15 August 1945 

In 1925, a young probation officer, Bert Bissell, 
started a Bible Class for young men at Vicar Street 
Methodist Church in Dudley, which he led for many 
years.  

In August 1945 he had taken a group from the class 
to the Lochaber/Fort William area.   On the 15

 
August 

(VJ Day) they climbed to the top of Ben Nevis and 
built a Peace Cairn.  He climbed Ben Nevis many times 
over the years.  

Revd Ken Collins, now a supernumary (retired) Methodist 
minister living in Wolverhampton recalls taking part in 
an ascent while a member of Bert’s class, as did 
Revd Inderjit Bhogal, a former President of the 
Methodist Conference, now himself a well-known worker 
for peace.  

Bert made links with many places in his quest for peace, 
including establishing a three-way twinning (tripletting?) 
between Dudley, Hiroshima and Lochaber.  

Peace Cairns have now been built on the peaks of 
the highest mountains in other countries, including 
Kenya, China, Russia, Ireland and South Africa.  

In 1987 Bert was awarded the World Methodist Peace 
Prize. This year a smaller than usual group (due to 
Covid 19) will make their way to the top of Ben Nevis 
to commemorate what happened 75 years ago. 

   Diana Beaumont 
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Methodist 
Jottings 

 

Our church has continued to hold joint Zoom 
services with Springdale, our minister, Teddy 
Siwila’s other church, every Sunday. These 
have been much appreciated, though we 
realise not all have the technology to take part.  

Pastoral leaders have kept in touch with our 
members to see how they are.   We look 
forward to resuming live worship on Sunday 6 
September, though services will not be the 
same, as Government regulations still prevent 
us from singing.   Methodism was born in song!   
It will be good to see people again, suitably 
socially distanced of course.   Many thanks to 
Brenda and the team who have been getting the 
church ready to make this possible. 

We congratulate Jasmyn Slater-Morris and her 
brother Jakob on excellent GCSE and A Level 
results.  Jakob will be going to Imperial 
College, London, to read geology.  
Congratulations are also due to Carole and Eric 
Walker on becoming great-grandparents to 
Ellie Rose, and to Doreen and John Pike who 
celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
in September. 

   Diana Beaumont 

Prayer for the sick 

I was listening to my new curate pray and I 
realised one of his phrases didn’t come out 
quite right.    He said, “. . . and Lord, we 
pray for those who are sick of this church.” 



 

METHODIST CHURCH 

MINISTER: Revd Teddy Siwila, 01902 341794 

Lay Worker:  Richard French, 01902 676297 

Church Council Sec. David Hotchkiss, 01902 336174 

COMMON ROAD, WOMBOURNE 

SUNDAY SERVICES     

10.30 am weekly, and 6.30 pm 1st & 3rd Sunday only 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WOMBOURNE 

  Chairman: Tess Guest, 01902 894219                                            

 Secretary: Angela Pickering, 01902 896997  

Treasurer.  Laurie Gainer, 01902 895849 
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St Michael’s, Himley & St John’s, Swindon  
Revd Charmaine Host, Vicarage, 12 St John’s Close,         

Swindon, DY3 4PG      01384 298627                                  
charmainehost@btinternet.com   

 ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Churchwardens: Frank Nicholls 01902 677300 and 
Caroline Mason 07483 924 201  

All Age Worship, 11 am, 1st Sunday:  
 Holy Communion 11 am on 2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th Sundays 

Mid-week Prayer Group, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 

         ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON 
Churchwarden: Keith Lilley, 01384 270676 

Caroline Roberts-Woodward 

 9.30 am Holy Communion - variations to this may be 
found on page 10  

St John’s CE Primary School, 01384 273865 
 

Holy Cross, Bobbington & All Saints, Trysull 
  Rev’d Richard Fisher, Vicarage, School Road,      

Trysull, WV5 7HR      01902 476843                                                          

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BOBBINGTON 
Churchwardens ,  Alan Bill 01384  221209 

Jane Southall, 01384 221176 

Morning Worship, 11.15 am,  1st Sunday 

Holy Communion 11.15 am,  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Corbett VA CE Primary School, 01384 221260 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TRYSULL 
Churchwarden: Pauline Careless, 01902 894723 

Alan Compson, 01902 898334 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Weekly: 8 am Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays each 

month, 6.30 pm Evensong weekly 

9.45 am Holy Comm,  but 2nd Sun 10 am All Age Worship  

All Saints’ CE (VC) Primary School, 01902 894552 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ST BERNADETTE’S, RENNISON DRIVE 
Parish Priest  Monsignor Crisp 01902 423005  

Assistant Priest  Fr Gary Mantle  

Pastoral Assistants Sisters of St Ann of Providence 
Parish Telephone 01902 341343 / 423005 

WEEKEND MASS - Sunday 9.00 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES:- Wednesday Evening prayer 6.15  
before Mass 6.30 pm:   Tuesday 9.30 am: Friday 9.30 am 

Thurs 9.30-10.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 10.00 -10.30 am  

St Bernadette’s R C Primary School, 01902 894787 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MINISTER:  Vacant  

Wombourne Ch Sec David Balderstone 01902 893973 

WOMBOURNE  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 10.45 am FAMILY SERVICE   

    Wednesdays: Morning prayer 10 am 

SWINDON SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning 10.30 am:     

Thursday prayers 10 am  
Swindon Church Sec Ken Hughes 01384 298275  

 

 KINGSWAY CHURCH 
 High Street, Wombourne                                                

(In fellowship with Assemblies of God in Gt Britain & N Ireland) 

www.kingsway-church.co.uk  

Pastor John Price 07922 614661                                     

SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30 am  and  6.00 pm  

New Horizons Wed 12.30  :  Knitting Group Wed 2 pm 

 Younger People: Fridays, 5-8’s, 9-12’s, 12’s-18’s 
Babies, Toddlers + Pre-School                                                     

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, term time only 
 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND:  SMESTOW VALE TEAM CHURCHES 
Wombourne Churches: St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable Bede  

Team Rector: Revd Preb Paul Brown, The Vicarage, School Road, Wombourne: 01902 892234: prebpbrown@gmail.com 

Associate Minister :   Revd Sue Watson - 07932 175846 

Licensed Readers: Laurie Gainer  01902 895849, Susan Williams 01902 326529. Ian Host and William Cole 

Children’s Worker:   Sarah Mullen, 07702 376 169  sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

AT ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH 
Churchwardens   

    Derek Bryant 01902 896991  :   Hilary Moore 01902 892856 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 am Holy Communion (said)  10.30 Parish Eucharist, (sung) 
1st Sunday 6.30 Evensong:   2nd Sunday 7 pm  Taizé Worship 

MIDWEEK: Tuesdays 9.30 Holy Communion 
St Benedict Biscop CE Primary School,01902 892197 

AT THE VENERABLE BEDE CHURCH 

Churchwarden:  Peter Cartwright  01902 895765 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
9 am Parish Eucharist (sung) 

MIDWEEK: Thursdays 11 Holy Communion 
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As Autumn approaches . . . 

I’ve just returned from my holiday in Northumberland 
-  an annual trip which I have cherished for 22 years 
now.   I love that part of the world - a place many 
people have told me they have never visited.   It’s a 
place of much variety:  rugged moorland with glorious 
views and purple heather; winding quiet roads with 
‘severe dips’ to make your hair curl; forests of conifers 
and traditional woodland, not to mention castles and 
beautiful beaches. 

There is an edge, though, to visiting at the end of August: 
the signs of autumn are undoubtedly beginning to 
show, in the leaves and the occasional chill in the air. 
And the end of summer has always made me a little 
sad. 

Listening to Alexander Armstrong one day on            
Classic FM, he mentioned the coming of autumn and, 
for him, autumn is a time of excitement - he loves it! 
He relishes the changing colours, the crispness in the 
air and his enthusiasm made me think again. 

It seems to me that autumn is undoubtedly a helpful 
time to look back, to reminisce with thoughtfulness. 
Autumn is a time of words that begin with re-: meaning 
“again” or “backward”.   We can think of autumn as a 
time to remember, reflect and re-evaluate the year and 
our lives and hopefully gain awareness in the process.  
If we approach autumn in this way, it can be a time of 
preparation for the coming year - the next stage on 
our journey. 

A few questions to ask ourselves could include: 

 What has happened in the last year in my life? 

 How have I grown?  What have I learned? 

 How have I contributed to others and the 
world? 

 What positive qualities do I see within myself? 

 What am I grateful for? 

There may well be other questions we would want to 
ask - after all, it has been a most unusual and 
unexpected time and we may well have discovered 
things about ourselves and our life that we want 
either to eradicate or to build on for the future. 

Autumn in the church has always been a time for 
remembrance, but it need not just be a time for 
looking back - it can easily be a time for making 
preparations. 

When I think of the season in this way, I feel happier 
about it! 

     Sue   
 St Benedict Biscop and the Venerable Bede 

MINISTER’S LETTER - Rev’d Sue Watson 

They are back!  Those wonderful church bulletins 
with thanks to Hilary Moore for sending them.  
You may have read some before, but, does it 

matter?  Olly 

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will 
be “What is hell”?  Come early and listen to our choir 
practice. 

A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in 
the Church Hall.  Music will follow. 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 
entertainment and gracious hostility. 

This evening at 7 pm there will be hymn singing in 
the park across the church.  Bring a blanket and 
come prepared to sin. 

The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
congregation will lend him the electric girdles for the 
pancake breakfast next Sunday. 

The Associate Minister unveiled the church’s new 
campaign slogan last Sunday - “I upped my pledge - 
up yours”. 

Pot luck supper at 5 pm - prayer and medication to 
follow. 

8 new choir robes are currently needed due to the 
addition of several new members and to the 
deterioration of some old ones. 

Please place your donation in the envelope, along 
with the deceased person you want remembered. 

ST MICHAELS’ CHURCH 

HIMLEY 
Members of the . . . 

Himley and Swindon Social Group (Swimley)  

. . . are very sorry that the usual Social events will  
not be taking place this year due to Covid 19.  

We know that everyone will miss the popular Harvest 
Supper and the Autumn Fayre but restrictions mean 
that these cannot be held safely. 

Thank you for all your support in the past and we 
hope that events will be able to be held in 2021. 

In the meantime stay safe and well   -   Olwyn 

GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL                 
MEETING 

The Grapevine Committee would like to put on record 
their thanks to Chris and Nigel Welsh for hosting the 
bi-monthly meetings at their home for the above 
group. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday 4 November at 
10.30 am. 



Oppression and discrimination against Christians has 
increased during Covid, says Release International, 
which has launched an appeal to help Christians 
suffering during the pandemic. 

Many Christians have been denied food and relief aid 
and excluded from support systems during lockdown. 
They have been abandoned by families because of 
their faith and refused relief by governments and NGOs. 

At the same time, several countries have stepped up 
persecution against Christians.  One of the worst 
offenders is China, where Christians have been 
arrested for simply holding prayer meetings online. 

“The situation has got much worse for many 
Christians during lockdown,” says Release 
International CEO Paul Robinson. 

“Covid-19 is having a devastating impact on the lives 
of many poor Christians. In places hostile to the faith 
Christians are experiencing increased hardship. 

“Food is now in short supply. They are unable to work 
and can’t earn, and support is being withheld because 
of their faith.  Their cries for help are being ignored by 
local charities who are distributing food packages only 
to families of other faiths.  We can’t afford to delay. 
These Christians need our help.” 

In Algeria, many Christians have had to stop work 
because of the lockdown, and so lost their income. 
They have been rejected by society and their families 
as a result of their faith. There is no social security in 
the country or government support. 

Eritrean Christians fleeing persecution have been 
barred from refugee camps and are unable to get 
support from UNHCR.   And they refuse to resort to 
crime to get the money and supplies they need. 

In Pakistan the situation is especially hard for 
converts from a Muslim background. 

10 

The only form of social security is family support, and 
Muslim families often withdraw support for family 
members who change their religion. 

In several countries, lockdown has led to an increase 
in persecution. 

In Upper Egypt, where Christians face discrimination 
for their faith, some organisations are allegedly 
refusing food and support to Christian families. 
Release partners report: “The authorities are helping 
Muslims but not Christians.  And churches that try to 
help are being closed by police order.” 

In China, Release partners say the government is 
using the pandemic to step up its crackdown against 
Christians.  They have accelerated campaigns such 
as the forced demolition of crosses.  Pastors have been 
rounded up for sharing the gospel and distributing 
facemasks on the street.  The authorities have “totally 
prohibited” online church services and prayer meetings, 
as “nothing constituting a religious service is allowed”. 

In Nigeria, the lockdown deepened the insecurity 
facing many Christian villagers, who face attacks by 
Fulani militia. 

Paul Robinson of Release International says: “Right 
now, it’s up to us in the family of faith to give them our 
support”.   Partners of Release International are 
providing food parcels to impoverished Christians in 
Algeria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Nigeria, Pakistan and 
Turkey. 

If you can help, go to:  

www.releaseinternational.org/covid 

Parish Pump, October 2020 

 
NGOs               Non-Governmental Organisations 
UNHCR            United Nations High Commissioner  
   for Refugees 

Oppressed Christians struggling under Covid-19 

Harvest - Sunday 4 October - ACE 
Harvest Festival is often celebrated in the Church on 
the first Sunday of October.  The festival, as it is known 
today, is attributed to Rev Robert Hawker who, in 1843, 
invited parishioners to a special thanksgiving service in 
Morwenstow, Cornwall. 

In reality, of course, harvest celebrations date back 
about 3,500 years to Old Testament days when God 
gave Moses instructions for seven annual feasts 
(Leviticus 23).  These included three harvests: 
‘Firstfruits’ in spring  for the barley harvest;  ‘Weeks’ in 
early summer for the wheat harvest; and ‘Tabernacles’, 
or the ‘Ingathering’, in the autumn when thanks was 
given for all the year’s crops and prayers offered for the 
coming year. 

As well as wheat and barley, the other main crops were grapes, figs, dates, olives, and pomegranates.  These 
seven foods are sometimes called the ‘Seven Species’ of the Bible.  They are those God told the Israelites they 
would enjoy when they arrived in the Promised Land. (Deuteronomy 8:8). 

In Rev Hawker’s days most of the UK population relied totally on growing their food locally and a good harvest 
was vital for their wellbeing throughout the coming year.  It is easy to see how his idea for a great festival rapidly 
established itself as a tradition.  Today, few people in the UK rely on their own grown food or source it entirely 
from within their community, so the underlying nature of Harvest Festival has changed significantly. 

A few years ago locally grown food was brought to church at Harvest Festival, thanks given to God, and then the 
food was distributed to the needy in the parish.  But times have changed.  Today, some people still take home 
grown food to church but after the service, these are sometimes auctioned, with the proceeds going to a 
specified charity.                                                                            Association for Church Editors 

 

http://www.releaseinternational.org/covid


Did Jesus come from                                   
a poor family? 

Many people, devout Christians included, seem to 
have the impression that Jesus came from a poor 
family. 

So the following statement from Rev Dr Richard Turnbull 
in the Sunday Telegraph earlier this year may have come 
as bit of a shock.  

“Christ probably worked in a profitable 
family construction business.  He worked 
because if you didn’t, then you didn’t 
eat.” 

What evidence do we have that the popular image of 
Jesus’s poor family - precious little from the scripture. 

Just before the birth of our Lord Jesus, Joseph and Mary 
travelled 100 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
(according to Google) because of a census.  Travelling 
with a woman about to give birth, this must have taken 
6 to 8 days, requiring stop-overs in some form of 
accommodation.  How could Joseph have afforded to 
leave his carpentry business for that long if he was 
poor.  The reason they were unable to get a hotel room 
in Bethlehem was because everywhere was full (no 
booking.com in those days) - not because Joseph 
could not afford one.  How many shepherds from 
Nazareth could have afforded hotel accommodation. 

Not so very long after Joseph and Mary were on their 
travels again to Jerusalem for Jesus’s purification 
ceremony, another trek of around 100 miles which 
would have meant another 6 to 8 days away from 
Nazareth and his business.  How could he afford that 
with a small baby in tow if he was poor? 

There is of course a third incident of visiting Jerusalem 
when Jesus went missing in the temple.  This would 
have meant another 2 weeks away from the shop for 
Joseph. 

Finally there was the report that the Roman soldiers who 
stripped Jesus just before he was crucified shared out 
his clothing by means of a lottery.  This suggests that 
Jesus was well dressed.  What group of battle-hardened  
squaddies would have cast lots for His clothing if he 
was dressed like Albert Steptoe?  

So, looking at the overall picture in scripture, therefore, it 
is hard to see how Jesus’s family can have been poor. 
In a small town like Nazareth the local carpenter would 
more likely to have been an important man. The fact 
that he was expected to attend Bethlehem for the census 
also suggests that he was a man of substance.  It is 
doubtful that universal suffrage was practised in Israel 
at the time of our Lord’s birth.  The shepherds were 
probably considered as sub-human at that time. 

Anybody care to disagree??? 

     Tony Hart 

Send any comments you have to the Editor at 

editor@smestowvalegrapevine.org.uk 

and she will pass them on to Tony. 
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CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL, 2020 

 

We contacted you a couple of months ago with our 
thoughts about the Christmas Tree Festival 2020. 
We're sure you will agree that events since then have 
not really altered the way things are progressing with 
Covid 19. The only thing that seems to be certain in 
the current times is uncertainty! 

Last time, we indicated the reasons why we felt the 
tree festival was unlikely to go ahead in its usual 
format.  Nothing has changed since that message 
and so, for the reasons stated then, we have decided 
not to hold the traditional tree festival this year. 

This year we have decided to hold a virtual Christmas 
Tree Festival and we are currently in the very early 
stages of setting up a website where individuals and 
organisations will be able to post photos of their own 
decorated Christmas tree.  We have yet to finalise 
how this will work but we anticipate that once it is set 
up, it should be fairly simple for contributors to send 
in their photos.  

Details of the arrangements will be sent out when 
they are finalised, hopefully in November. 

 With best wishes, Doreen and Chris 

STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE 
TRUST 

 

At the recent Committee 
meeting, and after having 
extensive talks with staff at 
Wombourne Library, we have 
been forced to admit that we 
will be unable to run a 
programme for this 
forthcoming season - 

September 2020 to May 2021 

For your information I have asked all the speakers to 
return in the same month, one year later, ie, for the  

September 2021 to May 2022 season.   

Hopefully, by that time, we will have returned to some 
sort of normality. 

Fred Davies, Chairman, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 

 

ACTS 435 (article in our last edition) 

Update from Tony Hart - 

“The General Secretary, Jenny, has reported to me 
that she has identified a number of donations from 
the WV and DY postcodes, that were not previously 
donors.  Total amount received so far, is no less than 
£300, which is very good.” 

Doubtless Tony will keep us informed of any further 
donations  Thank you Tony.                        Ed 
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    Alan Harbottle              

 Mobile 07813 961830 
  Office 01902 326124 

alan@ashheating.co.uk 

        WORCESTER 
        Bosch Group 

            Accredited Installer 

Summit Arboricultural Services 
•  All Tree work undertaken 
•   Waste removed off site 
•   NPTC Certified 
•   Fully insured 

PLUS all Landscaping 
work carried out 

Samuel Plant 
Home  01902 896560 
Mobile 07823 779369 

Email: stihlsawsammy@gmail.com 

CARPETS AND FLOOR COVERINGS 

Des Fellows 
2 Station Road, Wombourne 

Tel: Wombourne (01902) 893711 
SPECIAL STOCK OFFERS 

Cushionflors  *  Carpets  *  Remnants 
All types and qualities of Carpets  

supplied and Expertly Fitted 
Many Rugs        Carpet Whipping & Fringing 

Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds 

To arrange a home 
visit call Helen on 

01902 892195 
07515 515 542 

Helen Ryan  DipCFHP, MVR, MPSPract 

           Foot Health Practitioner 

Happy Feet 

    foot care 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

In the comfort of your own home SENIOR CITIZENS 

Call     F I O N A     on 

01902 338578 or 07836 505967 

Pest-a-Way 

 

Pest Control 

Wasps, rats, mice, 

moles, ants, etc., 

 

Please call Malcolm 

07931 243077 

Roger Piper 

Eng  Tech  LCGI  MIPHE  RP 

6 Longford Close, Wombourne 
Staffordshire, WV5 8HN 

Telephone    

01902 893334 

Mobile:  
07973 841344 

Plumbing, gas & 
Central heating services 

 

 

PEGGYLAIN 
INTERIORS 

 Bespoke made-to-measure 
Curtains and Blinds 

 Fabrics and Wallpapers 

 Net Curtains 

 Upholstery 

 Poles and Tracks 

 Fitting service available 

 Free quotation 

Come and visit our showroom 

01902 892449 
Station Road, Wombourne 

ORION 

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

Tel : 01902 335976 
Mob : 07958 500386 

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Smoke Alarms - 
Safes - Door & Window Locks - Security 

Lights - Intercoms - Access Control  

INTRUDER ALARM 
SPECIALIST: 

New Systems Installed 
Existing Systems Maintained 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured - All Work 
Guaranteed - Friendly, Reliable, Local 

Service with 25 years’ experience 

The Answer to all your Security Needs 

Keith Middlebrook 

orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com 

Wolverhampton       
Bike Shed 

Community based bike 
repair and recycling, 

powered by volunteers 
St Philip’s Church, Pennfields, WV3 7EN 

CONTACT  Joe Maggs 07988 447963 

info@wolverhamptonbikeshed.org 

 

High Quality Workmanship 
Interior and Exterior Work 
Advanced City & Guilds 

Over 30 years’ experience 
Free quotations 

Fully Insured 

01384 401859 
07981 596109 

D  E  C  O  R  A  T  I  N  G 
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L. M. SNEYD 

Painter and Decorator 
Plumbing                                Plastering 
Building Services       Property Repairs 
Carpentry                            Roof Repairs 

Artex Ceilings 

128 Himley Lane, Himley 

01902 324302 / 892876 

 

Tel: 01902 743892 
Mobile: 07774 732353 

M J McCarthy 
Plumbing & Heating 

Complete Fitted Bathroom Service,  
including Tiling & Electrics 

Installation, Service & Repair 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 

The  treasures on offer at  Caerlaverock, 
Mersehead, Threave and Loch Ken, are all 
easy drives from McMurdoston’s comfortable 
self-catering cottages and welcoming B & B.  
Mind you, with red squirrels, tree sparrows 
and red kites on the doorstep you may just 

want to stay here. 

www.mcmurdoston.co.uk           Sarah or Steve         01387 740200 

WAINWRIGHT  
        ELECTRICAL  
              SERVICES LTD 
24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

INDUSTRIAL  -  COMMERCIAL 
 AND DOMESTIC 

Electrical installations 
NICEIC Approved Contractor 

   Andy 01902 324657 : 07788 965832 

WOMBOURNE 
CIVIC CENTRE 

Function & meeting 
rooms for hire 

Discounts available for   
Wombourne Residents 

Call or email for prices              
and availability 

01902 896300 
enquiries@wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

BROOKBEDE ROOFING & BUILDING LTD 
We offer a complete roofing and building service 

All Flat Roofs  *  New Roofs  *  Tiled & Slate  *  Repointing  *  Chimneys 

 01902 895526                  07714 765 678 
Ingledene, Gravel Hill, Wombourne 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE                  

 01902 896170 : MOBILE 07721 754000   

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk 

LUNCH AND 
DINNER 
PARTIES 

* 

COCKTAIL 
PARTIES 

BUSINESS 
LUNCHES 

* 
FUNERALS 

* 
HOT/COLD 
BUFFETS 

Window Cleaning        

Water-fed pole or traditional  

Gutter, soffit and              

fascia cleaning 

Contact Mal Boden 

07931 243077 

Your Cleaner      
Solution 

Would you like a reliable friendly, fully insured cleaner to 
help you with your daily chores? 
With 10 years’ experience and Wombourne based, our 
rates are typically £10.50 hour.  

Call us free:  0800 7811 068 

www.yourcleanersolution.com 
info@yourcleanersolution.com 

 

Mr  G  OAKLEY 
17 Tipton Road, Sedgley 

Tel: 01902 885112   Mobile 07932651294 
CRB CLEARED 

All Aspects Of Building Maintenance Undertaken                        

TREE SURGERY - FELLED OR REDUCED 
JUNGLES CLEARED - RUBBISH REMOVED 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING : SLABBING & 

PAVING :  PATIOS PRESSURED CLEANING 
UPVC FASCIA & GUTTERING : NEW UPVC 

WINDOWS & DOORS : PLUMBING, BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS - NEW & REPAIRS : GUTTERS 

CLEANED & EMPTIED : DECORATING INSIDE & 
OUT : LOGS FOR SALE  : LICENSED TO CARRY 

RUBBISH 
From roof to Garden, No Job Too Small 

Member of Dudley Age Concert Fix-A-Home Scheme 

COMPANY DIRECTOR : MR GAVIN OAKLEY 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & GARDENING 
ESTABLISHED 1977 

WEST  MIDLANDS LTD 

VILLAGE PODIATRISTS 

Keeping local feet active 

Situated in the heart of the village, near 
the cricket club, Village Podiatrists (new 
name for RP Chiropody) are a team of 
highly qualified podiatrists, who treat feet 
from all walks of life. 

If you develop a problem with your feet 
or toes (including verrucae, ingrowing 
toenails, bunions, calluses, corns, 
general foot pain or diabetic 

complications), then contact Village 
Podiatrists. 

New Surgery at 

Suite 2, The Lodge, Carriers Fold, 
WOMBOURNE 

    01902 893454 
www.villagepodiatrists.com 

  

D Fellows Interiors   
Wombourne   

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Bedrooms  

01902 546636     07703 735670 

dinteriors@outlook.com             
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Wills and                                      
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 
Friendly, personal service      

from local solicitor with over            
25 years’ experience 

 
For a free informal discussion 

about Wills, Probate, and                 
Power of Attorney, ring 

 
Vincent Oakley, Solicitor 

01902 743333 
 

Free Home Visits, if needed 

 

Service, Repairs, Diagnostics 

Martin Weston 
Unit 9, Smestow Bridge Trading Estate 

07976 850 060 
mbm.specialistrepairers@gmail.com 

MBM  SPECIALISTS 

JOS  

LAWNMOWING & 
GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

Locally based 
Fully insured 

No job too small 
Occasional or Regular        

assistance given 

Free no-obligation quotes 

Telephone James Saunders 

01902 341650 
07811 058007 

FOX 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS 

Paul Fox - Wombourne  
Tel: 01902 897668 

Mobile: 07855 301137 

Plastering 
Interior & Exterior Painting 
Brickwork & Re-pointing 
Carpentry 
Kitchens 
Patios & Driveways 
Fencing 
Roof Repairs 
UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
Drainage 

Friendly, Reliable Service 
Free Quotations 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

 
FACEMASKS 

(different sizes and styles) 

 
 

100% cotton, washable/
reusable, assorted              

3-layered fabric 
£5 for men and women 

£3 for children 
 
 

email Jane 
vicarage@trysullchurch.org.uk 

or phone   
07939 696 486 

(M: Methodist  U: United Reformed   
RC: Roman Catholic) 

BOBBINGTON WEDDING          

Sep 5 Scott Collins & Nikki Guest  

SWINDON FUNERAL 

Sep 11   Jennifer Anne Buckley 

WOMBOURNE BAPTISM 

July 19 Chester James Mcloone 

WOMBOURNE WEDDINGS          

Aug 22   John Luke Dutton & 
  Sophie Louise Rolfe 
Sep 11  Joshua William Brown  & 
 Sophie Emma Wastall 
Sep 19   Russell Anthony Byrne & 
 Lisa Marie Prior 

WOMBOURNE FUNERALS 

Aug 3 Edna Bucknall   
Aug 6 Margaret Hatton 
Aug 10 David Kingston 
Aug 14 Brian Jones  
Aug 17 Berenice  Pickering  
Aug 18 Julia McCormack 
Aug 19 Graham Clarke 
Aug 20 Lynne Foxall 
Aug 28 Edna Conroy 
Sep 3 Doreen Walker 
Sep 9 Cliff Whittall 
Sep 16 Denise Whitmore 
Sep 18 Betty Farrier 
Sep 22 Ann Barker 
Sep 24   Roger Clowson 

KS2 Tuition - all subjects 
Experienced Primary Teacher with 

Enhanced DBS Certificate 
Online tuition available 

Negotiable rates 

Telephone : Edward                 
01902 324595  

Email : e.gentoutlook.com 

Warning 
A little girl was watching her parents dress for a party.  When she saw her father donning his dinner jacket, 
she objected.  “Oh Daddy, you shouldn’t wear that suit.” 

Bemused, her father asked why not.  The little girl explained: “Because you know that it always gives you a 
headache the next morning.” 

 



I hope everyone enjoyed the Eat Out to Help Out 
scheme which recently finished.  It has been a great 
opportunity to get out and support local pubs and 
restaurants during this extremely difficult period.  I 
know that many businesses, who were closed through 
the first few months of the pandemic, were overjoyed 
with the amount of custom they had been getting 
when the scheme was on offer. 

I know that a lot of other businesses have been 
working extremely hard during these testing times.  I 
have been keeping tabs on the great work that has 
been going on throughout South Staffordshire.  The 
safety measures that have been introduced have been 
put in to protect both customers and staff members 
and it has been really pleasing to see these measures 
adhered to so well. 

During August, we paid tribute and celebrated the 
75

th
 anniversary of VJ day, celebrating the victory 

over Japan, which brought an end the conflict of 
World War Two.  It was a combination of the British, 
Allied Forces and Commonwealth servicemen who 
fought for our liberty, to ensure we enjoy the privileges 
we have today. 

As we enter a new academic year, I’m looking forward 
to wishing all students well with their studies for the 
year ahead.  I know that I’m not the only one who is 
happy to see students return to the classroom and as 
we continue to work towards returning to normality, 
the education of our youngsters is always a priority. 
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The work at Baggeridge Country Park has now been 
completed and was opened in August.  The park is 
looking great and is a much more enjoyable experience 
for children and parents to play and relax.  I would 
like to thank all the councillors who were involved in 
providing this for residents, and I know, that for many 
young families it will be greatly appreciated. 

I hope everyone will 
continue to remain 
optimistic as we 
head into the winter.  
We all need to play 
our individual parts 
as we continue to 
beat this deadly 
virus. 

As always, please 
do not hesitate to 
get in touch if you 
have any queries or 
issues you would 
like to raise with me. 

  

I can be reached by email  

  gavin@gavinwilliamson.org,  

or you can phone my office on 01902 846616 

Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP  

PLEASE REMAIN OPTIMISTIC AS WE HEAD INTO WINTER . . . 

 

 

SEDGLEY AND WOMBOURNE  INNER WHEEL 
 

Once more I am writing about events that have not taken place because of the coronavirus. 

 

We had planned to have our church service on 23 August to begin our year, with Reverend Jean Spragg, one of 
our members, conducting this.  Sadly this did not take place, but hopefully we will have a service later on.  

Because we cannot meet at the Himley Country Hotel, President Alison, has offered to host a meeting with dinner 
in October, with a small number of members keeping to the social distance rule.   During the lockdown she has been 
very busy making blankets having now completed 21.  Unfortunately we cannot take them to the International Rally as 
this has been cancelled but we will save them for next year.  On a Wednesday in July President Alison and I visited 
most of the club members taking them scones and their Inner Wheel magazines, it was lovely to see everyone.  

This year we are celebrating our 50
th
 year and several events would have taken place.  Afternoon tea at The Courtyard, 

Joint International Night and our Birthday Fellowship in November, all sadly postponed till next year, we hope.  

Although most of us haven’t been able to meet we have kept in touch by telephone through our Welfare Officer, 
Barbara Moss, who keeps her eye on the most vulnerable members    We look forward to a time when we can all 
meet safely and continue the fun fellowship and fundraising for those in need. 

I leave you with this prayer:- 

 

I said a prayer for you today, and I know God must have heard, 

I felt the answer in my heart although He spoke no word. 

I didn’t ask for wealth or fame I knew you wouldn’t mind, 

I asked Him to send treasures of a far more lasting kind. 

I asked Him to be near you at the start of each new day 

To grant you health and blessings and friends to share the way 

I asked for happiness for you in all things great and small, 

But it was for His loving care I prayed for most of all.                             

                                                            Doreen Pike 

 

mailto:gavin@gavinwilliamson.org


 
One of the assumptions Rotarians tend to make is 
that the general public know all about us and what we 
do.  So, just in case you are not sure, or perhaps 
need a recap, then I thought that I would make the 
focus of this edition’s article be “Telling the Story of 
Rotary” . . . 

Rotary is one of the world's largest and most 
successful global membership and humanitarian 
service organisations, with 1.2 million members and 
35,000 clubs in over 200 countries. 

We have a unique position of being rooted within our 
own communities, but with a global outlook. 

Rotary’s 47,000 members in over 1,700 clubs in 
Great Britain and Ireland are volunteering their time 
and talents to tackle challenges at home and abroad 
in our cause areas: 

 Promoting Peace 

 Fighting Disease 

 Providing Clean Water 

 Supporting Education 

 Saving Mothers and Children 

 Growing Local Economies 

 Dealing with Environmental Issues 

 

Our Projects include: 

END POLIO NOW -  

Since 1985, Rotary’s key humanitarian priority has 
been to rid the world of polio.  Rotary spearheaded 
the campaign at a time when there were over 1,000 
polio cases a day in 125 countries, paralysing and 
even killing children.  Today, the number of cases is 
down by 99.9%.  Over the last 30 years, Rotary has 
donated US$2 billion to the eradication effort and has 
protected over 2.5 billion children from the disease 
through vaccination programmes.  Despite there only 
being a handful of cases left in the world, continued 
campaigning, health worker training, and vaccination 
programmes, are essential to stop the disease 
returning and ensuring the world is certified polio-free. 
Rotary members continue to be key players in many 
aspects of the polio programme, including on the 
ground in many countries, as well as fundraising and 
advocacy.  Failure to eradicate polio could result in as 
many as 200,000 new cases worldwide every year 
within a decade.  As a Club we have been huge 
supporters of ‘End Polio Now’.  Together, we step up 
to the world's biggest challenges and after three 
decades, Rotary is on the brink of ending polio now 
and forever. 

YOUNG PEOPLE -  

Rotary is committed to offering young people 
opportunities to unlock their potential, develop their 
skills and broaden their horizons.  We sponsor a 
Young Citizens’ Trophy in 14 local primary schools 
and have provided specialist equipment such as 
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Dyslexia Pens and Music equipment in local 
Secondary schools (in addition to sponsoring 
students to enter competitions and Leadership 
Courses).  We are a supporter of local Special 
Schools as well as High Flyers, which works with 
young adults with learning difficulties. 

DISASTER RELIEF - 

Rotary's global community mobilises rapidly in the wake 
of human and natural disasters in collaboration with 
our project partners.  As a Club we have supported 
all the recent international disasters, including most 
recently the Bushfires in Australia, and are currently 
seeing how we can support the human tragedy after 
the recent explosion in Beirut. 

COVID-19, COMMUNITY SUPPORT -  

Rotary is committed to supporting its local communities, 
especially in times of need.  Initially, we supported a 
local Women’s Refuge in providing essential food 
supplies for all its occupants, including many children. 
Our latest project has been to provide a (self-assembly) 
cubicle for a couple of local care homes that allows 
residents to meet relatives in a Covid-safe manner. 
The project was conceived by one of our members 
who is a consultant surgeon and then further developed 
by another couple of members.  Should they prove to 
be popular, we plan to offer them to other local Care 
Homes (see photograph on opposite page ). 

Our club offers opportunities for our members - and 
those interested in making a difference - to get 
involved.  Through meetings, social events, and 
volunteer projects, our members learn about the 
issues facing our community and communities all 
over the world, partnering with local, national, and 
global experts to exchange ideas about potential 
solutions and to draw up action plans to respond. 
Along with these opportunities to serve, members 
also can regularly network, resulting in lifelong 
friendships. 

Fellowship is the bedrock of our Club 

We like to put “Service above Self” but                             
also to have a good time on the way! 

We are always looking for new members to join us.   
If you are enjoying volunteering during this current 
situation and would like to continue doing so, not only 
locally but nationally and internationally, then full 
details of all our activities and contacts can be found 
on our website: 

www.SedgleyandWombourne.org 

Our email address is:  

RotarySedgleyandWombourne@gmail.com 

 
Best wishes,  

    Rtn Alan Jasper   

   Club President 2020 /2021 

 

 

https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/young-people/
http://www.SedgleyandWombourne.org
mailto:RotarySedgleyandWombourne@gmail.com


Rotary KidsOut:   

This charity is offering a 
special opportunity to Rotary 
clubs in our District to help 
children who are in Refuges 
during Christmas. They have 
been able to identify 189 
children placed in Refuges 
across Staffordshire, 
Shropshire, and parts of the 
West Midlands.   

Costing just £25 each, any 
club may send, via KidsOut, a 
“personally Club Branded” 
Toybox to a refuge child 
located within the area. 

If you would like to help our 
Club donate towards these 
Toy Box(es) by giving a  
donation please contact Jo 
Kerridge by email 
j.a.kerridge@hotmail.com.         
Secretary, Sedgley and 
Wombourne Rotary Club.  

ROTARY INITIATIVES - ROTARY ‘KidsOut’ and ‘Mobile Isolating Cubicles’ 

Mobile Isolating Cubicles for use in Care Homes 

Helping to keep our local care home residents safe 
One of our Rotary Club members, who is a local doctor, was very aware from 
the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, the importance of protecting the 
residents and staff in care homes.  Even with the easing of lockdown restrictions 
now, many care homes are still finding it very difficult to accommodate visitors 
who wish to meet with their loved ones. 

With this in mind, our doctor set to work to design and build a prototype mobile 
isolating cubicle.  This cubicle could be placed in a suitable position and 
would then allow either a resident or visitor to stand inside and safely chat to 
another person.  The cubicles are of a tubular construction with a fixed 3mm 
perspex front window that can be easily wiped down.  In addition they have 
polythene side curtains and a solid lift in, lift out floor, to provide extra rigidity. 

This project was presented to our club and we immediately decided to support 
the idea with a view to producing more cubicles and offering them to smaller 
care homes who may have limited resources.  To date, we have supplied two 
care homes with these cubicles, one care home with 9 residents and the other 
with 20 residents.  We have had positive feedback about the usefulness of 
the cubicle and we are in the process of producing a third cubicle to offer to 
another care home. 

For more details contact our secretary by email: j.a.kerridge@hotmail.com 

Isolating Cubicle 
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Remembrance thoughts about my son 
 
I watched you from behind today, 
Walking down the fairway, head held high, 
brown hair, glinting blond in summer sun. 
And thought how elegant you’d look in khaki uniform.  
 

1914 
 
I saw you standing, waiting to climb up on a train, 
your trousers pressed, your brasses gleaming bright, 
your boots shining like a mirror. 
With all your mates around you, 
looking keen and fearless in their blissful ignorance. 
And I’d have watched you as you drew away,  
proud to be a soldier’s dad. 
 
But I would not have been there  
when shrapnel left you bleeding in the mud. 
And no help either from your mates,  
for they were wounded too - or dead. 
And neither could I comfort you in death 
leaving your youthful limbs, so hard achieved, 
to rot as compost in a Flanders field. 
 
Thank God you were not born in 1893. 
 
 

1944 
 
Then I can see you dressed in Air Force blue. 
The world’s most natural ‘Brylcream boy’, that’s you, 
swigging pints of bitter in the village pub. 
But I would not be there when light flak hit your plane  
and set the wing on fire.  
I would not share your awful feeling  
as you started spinning down, 
in the long eternity you took to fall to earth  
for welcome death to end your agony. 
 
Thank God you were not born in 1923. 
 
      Tony Hart 
 

Copyright © Tony Hart September 2020 
 

        ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Originally I wrote the poem following a visit to Ypres with my son 
and his wife.   We visited some on the trenches preserved just 
outside the town on the Menin Road.  

Philip, my son, was to put it crudely - gob smacked - that people 
could live in such deplorable surroundings.  ‘Like the rest of his 
generation he cannot imagine life without central heating. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

The last part was written in memory of a friend of my parents - 
Flight Sergeant John Treadwell.   A Lancaster navigator, he was 
shot down over Belgium, on the night of 2 February 1945.  

Rather ironic since John was a devout Roman Catholic and that of 
course is Candlemas. 

        Tony 

Between the Waves 
 
Once, we ran headlong  
joyful, unhindered 
out to the shoreline  
into the sea                                    
played in the shallows  
whooping and shrieking  
danced without fear 
at the edge of the land 
 
then the cold wave hit 
so sudden and violent  
hurling us backward 
effortlessly                                         
drowning our senses 
leaving us choking 
panicking, breathless 
too weak to stand 
 
‘til in its ebbing 
we re-emerged, blinking 
red-eyed and stinging 
struggling to breathe 
hauled ourselves upright 
scrabbling for footing 
offered each other 
a salt-scoured hand 
 
stood for a moment 
shaken, awakened 
mindful of seagulls 
riding the breeze 
shells lying open 
water-glossed pebbles 
light laying mirrors 
on brown-sugar sand 
 
shrugging, forgetting 
we went back to dancing 
splashing and laughing 
careless and free 
and on the horizon 
unheeded, unnoticed 
the distant wave gathered 
to rise again and …  

  Morgan Birch 

(and now, just like the wave, the second              
‘spike’ is getting closer) 

 

Four retired bishops decided to keep in 
touch with each other in their retirement. 
They thought it would be good to play 
golf occasionally - so they met one 
morning as arranged, wearing various 
styles of golfing dress.  They hired a 
caddy to drive the cart holding them and 
their clubs.   After one particularly bad 
hole, the caddy asked, "Do you guys 
happen to be churchmen by any 
chance”.   The bishops were puzzled by 
the questions and one replied, “Yes we 
are, but why do you ask”?   The caddy 
said, “Oh, that’s easy; it’s the first time   
I have come across such bad golf and 
such clean language”. 
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As I write at the beginning of September we have not 
yet opened the Church for services.  That is soon to 
change as we are planning on having a short 
Communion Service on Sunday 6 September.  By  
the time you read this, we will know how that, and 
subsequent services, have gone, and hopefully will 
be returning to something a bit more normal as we 
move through the Autumn towards Christmas.  

As a Church community we have managed to stay in 
touch with each other using a variety of means over 
the last few months.  Sadly, in August, we lost a well-
loved and long-standing member of our congregation 
when Joyce Marson passed away.  Joyce had been  
a stalwart of our Church for decades and she will be 
missed by us all at our services and social gatherings 
in the future.  It is sad that we cannot all meet in person 
to say goodbye and pay tribute to her remarkable 
contribution to our Church life.  We hold her family in 
our thoughts and prayers, along with other members 
of our congregation who have lost family members,  
or, who are going through difficult times because of 
illness or hardship. 

I was lucky enough to have a summer holiday this 
year and am all the more appreciative of it because I 
know that for some people a holiday has been simply 
out of the question at this time.  We were delighted to 
return to the towns of Lynton and Lynmouth, an area 
we know well because we have taken many family 
holidays there over the years.  Although many members 
of our party were anxious to re-new their acquaintance 
with Lee Bay, a secret gem hidden away among the 
dramatic rocks and coast line of North Devon, I was 
keener to return to the Lee Abbey Tea Cottage which 
nestles at the  top of the path that winds down to the 
sea.  The Tea Cottage has a garden which is a beautiful 
haven of flowers, trees, peace and tranquillity, where 

you can also enjoy a marvellous cup of tea and piece 
of cake!  

 

The Tea Cottage is run by the nearby Lee Abbey 
Ecumenical Christian Community, a conference, 
retreat and holiday centre situated in a beautiful 
Grade II listed building high up on the hills overlooking 
the Bay.  It was reassuring to see that although all  
the necessary social distancing and hygiene measures 
were in place, the Tea Cottage had lost none of its 
charm since my last visit a few years ago.   

Indeed, the pandemic has given the people who run 
the café an additional opportunity to spread their 
message of Christian love and hope.  Written in 
marker pen on the sides of the takeaway cups were 
little messages such as, “Smile, Jesus loves you!” 
and “God bless you richly, today and always!”  Also, 
placed inside the cardboard boxes holding the delicious 
cakes and scones we bought, were passages of hope 
from the Bible, written on small strips of card, “When 
you go through deep waters, I will be with you”, 
(Isaiah 43.2), and “Cast away all your anxiety on   
Him because He cares for you”, (1 Peter 5.7).  These 
small touches made our visits to the Tea Cottage even 
more delightful  and were a reminder that whatever is 
going on in the world around us, the love of God 
continues and is there to provide comfort and solace 
for us all. 

If you ever find yourself in North Devon, seek out the 
Lee Abbey Tea Cottage so that you too can soak up 
the peace and beauty that exudes from this delightful 
corner of the world. 

     Louise Whatton 

Wombourne United Reformed Church Notes 
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Editorial for Broadway Halls  
As Dudley and the West Midlands emerges from 
pandemic restrictions it is time to let the care home 
sector help individuals and families return to a 
healthy, active lifestyle.  Everyone has had their own 
challenges recently and the good news is most care 
homes are now clear of Covid-19, local people can 
confidently seek a home offering personalised care 
for permanent and respite residents. 

A respite stay offers delicious food, stabilising 
ongoing health conditions, reviewing medication, lots 
of activities and social contact to boost emotional 
wellbeing.  It also reduces risks in an individual’s own 
home, such as falls, poor diet, dehydration and not 
medicating on time.  Respite care benefits whole 
families too, and as people return to work they can 
plan future holidays, knowing their relative will be well 
looked after. 

Rebecca Long, General Manager of Broadway Halls 
Care Home, says, “Apart from visiting restrictions, life 
here continued fairly normally with varied daily 
activities and special celebrations, such as the 
Queen’s Birthday tea and Black Country Day.  We 
are now welcoming new permanent and respite 
residents, their families can help them settle in and 
continue visiting.” 

Throughout the Covid 9 pandemic and lock-down,  
the team at Broadway Halls were blown away by the 
genuine kindness of local people, groups and 
businesses.  Everyone in the UK went through a 
tough time and each have their own challenges and 
stories to tell but from the perspective of those living 
and working at Broadway Halls it covered many 
aspects and emotions including resilience and 
thankfulness.  The gifts and messages of kindness 
the team and residents received are too many to 
mention them all, some of wonderful gestures were, 
pictures and messages from local school children, 
bird boxes from RSPB, chocolates and flowers from 
Castlegate church in Dudley, a coat of arms 
competition with local schools was a great success, 
these are just a few of the incredible gifts that reflect 
how supportive, generous and thoughtful the local 
people are around this area THANK YOU to all. 

We appreciate how difficult recent months have been 
for everyone and very likely the future months too so 
we would like to share with you some contacts and 
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ideas for support for those who are caring for a loved 
one or who are spending more time at home alone.  
The team at Broadway Halls hopes these tips will be 
helpful to you; 

‘Music for dementia ‘ radio station  
www.musicfordementia.org.uk 

Age UK Advice Line 0800 055 6112 or 
www.ageuk.org.uk, they can offer weekly phone calls  

Alzheimer’s Society 0333 150 3456 or 
www.alzheimers.org.uk 

‘Live Better with dementia’   
www.dementia.livebetterwith.com 

Parkinson’s Support contact;  Jackie Conn   0300 123 
3673 or jconn@parkinsons.org.uk    
www.localsupport.parkinsons.org.uk/provider/dudley-
branch 

www.goldencarers.com  although this is aimed at 
professionals who are involved in activities for the 
elderly it is a great resource for individual carers 
looking after a loved one at home.  The cost is 
around £39.95 for an annual subscription 

The Daily Sparkle   0800 228 9698 or 
www.dailysparkle.co.uk   also aimed at activity care 
professionals but well worth considering for individual 
carers looking after a loved one at home.  There is a 
subscription cost. 

www.samaritans.org or call 116 123 free phone 
number 

SOLLA ~ Society of Later Life advisors    https://
societyoflaterlifeadvisers.co.uk/  all advisors have 
qualifications in this specialised field.  

Solicitors for the Elderly   https://sfe.legal/    Solicitors 
who specialise in later life and elderly affairs.  

STEP ~  STEP stands for 'Trust and Estate 
Practitioner    www.step.org/about-step/public    

STEP is a global professional body, comprising 
lawyers, accountants, financial advisors and other 
practitioners that help families plan for their futures.   

Broadway Halls home is owned by Barchester 
Healthcare who run over 200 care homes in the UK, 
more information about Broadway Halls can be found 
by calling 01384 215190 or www.barchester.com/
home/broadway-halls-care-home 

     Rebecca G M 

We love milk, but from where? 
Dairy cows have serious competition these days:  a third of 
young people are now opting for vegan milk instead.  Recent 
data from the global market research firm, Mintel, has found 
that 23 per cent of Britons now use plant-based milk.  It has 
become most popular among the 16 to 24-year-olds. 

Many millennials have switched to soya milk because of 
environmental concerns, but the Sustainable Food Trust has 
recently warned that vegan milk could actually be far more 
harmful to the environment.  They say that grass-fed dairy 
milk poses less of a threat to the Amazon and other 
rainforests than many soya products do. 

         
       P P 

Broadway Halls may be advertising in the Smestow Vale Grapevine, and as a gesture of goodwill we have included this introduction - we 
hope that it may be of use to some of our readers, if, in the event, they are not able to make a commitment.   Ed 

Litter Virus 

 
A face mask is a 
helpful thing - 
It traps those nasty germs! 
An extra message I must bring 
In these poetic terms: 
When you’ve finished with your mask 
A bin is simply found 
So drop it in - an easy task! 
Don’t leave it on the ground! 

  By Nigel Beeton 

 

http://www.musicfordementia.org.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
http://www.dementia.livebetterwith.com
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http://www.samaritans.org
https://societyoflaterlifeadvisers.co.uk/
https://societyoflaterlifeadvisers.co.uk/
https://sfe.legal/
http://www.step.org/about-step/public
http://www.barchester.com/home/broadway-halls-care-home
http://www.barchester.com/home/broadway-halls-care-home


Somewhat amazingly, it may feel, we are approaching 
autumn 2020.  Today, as I look around our village, it 
does feel as though life has returned to something 
that closely resembles ‘normal’.  Residents of all ages 
are out and about, enjoying our public spaces and 
walks as well as bars, pubs, cafés and shops. 

As everybody is fully aware, we have a cricket club at 
the very heart of our village.  As a cricketer myself, I 
have to say the village centre felt incredibly quiet 
throughout May, June and into July without the usual 
weekend sight of a cricket match and spectators 
around the Green.  It has been lovely to see this sight 
re-emerge and bring back that traditional sign of 
village life over the past weeks. 

In this post-lockdown and restricted world, it does 
seem many are turning to sport and recreation, 
enjoying the outdoors in a way many of us simply 
didn’t have time for previously.  This is so nice to see, 
and I really hope more and more members of this 
community take up sporting and fitness activities, 
whether outdoor or indoor.   If this sounds like 
something for you, please look into the wide range of 
classes, activities, sporting groups and others that 
are around in the village. 

It is also a really wonderful thing to see the                    
re-emergence of our usually vibrant community 
groups and volunteer organisations, and I would like 
to congratulate everyone who has worked hard to get 
back to doing these good things, in their spare time 
and for free, that make a difference to the lives of so 
many across our community. 

We have seen such an outpouring of community spirit 
over the last six months, and many residents have 
sought new outlets for their spare time that allows 
and enables them to do something positive for others, 
support the community, meet new friends and enjoy 
spending time socialising (socially distancing of 
course) with like-minded people. 

It strikes me that this year has given us all an 
opportunity to build positive networks across our 
community and join in with our fantastic and often 
long-standing volunteers.  If you are reading this and 
thinking you would be interested in getting involved, 
please look into the wealth of community groups we 

have. Volunteers are such a precious resource (and 
Covid-19 has surely demonstrated this for us), so 
joining-in, having a go and doing something you 
enjoy would be a huge benefit to our community 
organisations.  Regardless of your age, ability or 
even availability, you would be very welcome.  If this 
sounds like something for you, but you do not know 
where to start, look up our volunteer groups on 
Wombourne Online, email Wombourne and District 
Community Association, or contact either the Parish 
Council office or even myself. 

Some of you reading this may have received a 
Positivity Parcel over the summer.   I got involved 
delivering some of these myself to residents young 
and old, providing a small pick-me-up in the wake of 
this most horrendous of situations, and the response 
was so very heart-warming.  I have met many 
residents delivering these, and have seen first-hand 
what a little gift can mean to people. 

On this note, I would like to say thank you to the 
much wider WCAG team who put together and 
delivered these parcels - they are all such wonderful 
people. 

As time moves on and restrictions ease, we are all 
getting out more and enjoying life as we once did. In 
doing so however, please remember to play your part 
in keeping yourselves and others safe.  Shopping in 
our village is safe and our retailers have risen to the 
challenge in providing all of the measures that 
reassure us wherever we go.  Please remember to 
wear face masks when entering shops and enclosed 
spaces, and keep two metres distant wherever you 
can. While this still is not ‘normal’, it enables us to do 
many of the things we would 
normally expect, and I thank 
everyone that undertake these 
steps to keep us all safe. 

Please stay safe and well 
everyone, and look after         

each other. 

  Daniel Kinsey 

Chairman 
Wombourne Parish Council 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
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Put it this way… 

~ A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking. 

~ A pessimist’s blood type is always b-negative. 

~ My wife really likes to make pottery, but to me it’s 
 just kiln time. 

~ A Freudian slip is when you say one thing but mean 
 your mother. 

~ I used to work in a blanket factory, but it folded. 

~ Marriage is the mourning after the knot before. 

~ Sea captains don’t like crew cuts. 

~ A gossip is someone with a great sense of rumour. 

Learning from the young 

A few weeks ago, our Methodist district was going 
to have its ‘Sectional’ Youth Rally at our church.  

But when the minister announced it, he got 
confused: “We will be hosting the sexual youth    
rally this Friday evening at 7 pm.  

Everyone is welcome to attend.  It should be an 
enjoyable evening for all, and we can probably 
learn a lot from these kids.” 

Where? 

The police officer asked me where I had been 
between 5 and 6.   He seemed irritated when I 
answered “kindergarten.”        

      P P            

 



Bishop-designate Matthew’s                         
improvises in his Pastoral Letter                         

for October 2020 

I have recently been at ordination services for both 
deacons and priests.  Usually, such services are 
packed to the rafters with family, friends, people from 
the parishes and all manner of well-wishers.  This year 
was different. The services were shrunk to less than 
thirty people.  We all kept our distance and were 
masked throughout. The services were still rich and 
meaningful, but there is no getting away from it - this 
is not what the candidates and their supporters had 
expected or wanted.  No doubt episcopal ordinations 
will follow in much the same vein, as I look forward to 
my consecration as Bishop of Stafford in January! 

Disappointment and uncertainty mark our times and 
that’s hard to live with.  We make plans for a week or 
a month’s time and then the number of cases rises, 
new government regulations are brought in and the 
threat of a new lockdown hovers threateningly over 
all our tentative arrangements.  We think of all the 
weddings postponed, students isolated in their halls 
of residence, theatres closed, holidays cancelled, 
jobs lost, and we wonder if it is worth making any 
plans at all. 

We have found ourselves astonished by the rapidity 
of our descent into uncertainty.  We are so used to 
thinking we are in control and have mastery of the 
world around us that we feel particularly helpless in 
the face of a virus that is oblivious to our carefully laid 
plans. 

So how do those new deacons and priests minister in 
such a world?  How do all God’s people bear witness 
to the hope of the gospel in such an uncertain time? 
What kind of church must we be when everything is 
so unpredictable? 

Ancient institutions, like churches, can find it hard to 
sit light to ‘the way we have always done things’. This 
solidity can be a good thing - we are not prone to being 
simply be blown about by the latest fad or fashion or 
knocked off course by each new crisis.  But it can 
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lead to inflexibility.  We may claim that ‘here we have no 
abiding city’ whilst in fact we are rather comfortable 
and settled with how things are.  But in a time when 
so much feels provisional, we will need to learn how 
to improvise.  There are recent indications that the 
church can do this when it puts its mind to it.  When 
our buildings were closed, we had to improvise and 
we found new ways to reach out to one another and 
our communities - by phone, online or by email. 

Improvisation is not the same as starting from scratch. 
As a second-rate guitarist, I know how hard it is to 
improvise.  First-rate jazz musicians need tremendous 
dedication and practice to improvise well.  They need 
to be attuned to the great jazz tradition, sense the 
mood and direction of the music and be responsive to 
their fellow musicians.  If we are to make beautiful 
music during a time of uncertainty and turbulence, we 
will need to drink deeply from the great tradition of 
Christian teaching, learning and wisdom and then, 
confident in that faith, respond nimbly and confidently 
to a world in flux. 

We serve a God who is unchanging and whose love 
and goodness is unending, but we inhabit a world that  
is being buffeted by severe storms and we are not 
immune from those stormy blasts.  Our response is 
not to hunker down in the hope that how we did it fifty 
years ago will serve us well now.  Instead, secure in 
the promise that underneath are the everlasting arms, 
we strain to hear the new song that the creative Spirit 
of God is singing.  Then we pick up our instruments 
or open our lips and sing and play along.  We may 
not be always in tune and sometimes we will miss the 
beat but, if we are open to the music of the Spirit, it 
will be a glorious noise. 

 

Ven Matthew Parker 
Archdeacon of                      

Stoke-upon-Trent 

A glorious noise and all that’s jazz… 

Need for healing  

Heavenly Father - we bring to you all those struggling with their mental health just now.           We pray: 

For everyone who is smiling, when inside they’re in pain. 

For everyone who is saying they’re fine, when inside they feel drained and empty. 

For everyone struggling with fear and worry as the easing of the lockdown brings new anxieties. 

Be with them in their suffering, as so much of their world has been stripped back and emptied. 

When loved family and friends have been taken by illness. or made distant by lockdown. 

Pour, your healing balm into their pain and sadness. 

May you walk with them besides still waters, 

May you speak to them in a still small voice. 

May you heal them, and fill them, and bless them with your abundant love and fullness of life. 

And may they know that they are loved by you for the beautiful unique person that they are, created in the image                 

of their heavenly creator and loving Lord. 

           In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,    Amen. 

Parish Pump - By the Revd Peter Crumpler, Priest in St Albans, former Communications Director for the CofE 

 



Who are they? 

The Rohingya people are a mostly-Muslim ethnic 
minority group in Myanmar (formerly Burma.).  There 
are approximately 1,000,000 in a total population of 
52 million. 

Where did they live? 

The northern part of Arrakkan & Rakhine State, which 
borders Bangladesh and India. 

Persecution and Flight 

Since 2017, more than 700,000 refugees from 
Myanmar have fled to Bangladesh.  United Nations 
has described as genocidal violence that followed 
decades of persecution and human rights abuses. 
This Rohingya refugee crisis is among the largest, 
fastest movements of people in recent history. 

How do they live 

Today, about 860,000 stateless Rohingya refugees 
live in the world’s largest and most densely populated 
refugee camp, Kutupalong.  About half of the 
refugees are children.  The camps are some of the 
most crowded places on Earth.  Five family members 
or more live in cramped, 10 x 16-foot shelters with 

23 

 

only one room.  Up to 20 people share a single 
outdoor latrine. They must wait in line for water for 
washing, cooking, and bathing. 

During seasonal monsoon rains from April to 
November, refugees’ makeshift shelters are at risk 
from floods and landslides, making living conditions 
worse. 

Imagine being a Young Girl 

. . . watching your childhood home burn down. 

. . . trying to escape with your family. 

. . . watching as your two brothers are killed in front  
of you, one being set alight and one thrown into 
the river. 

This is what happened to a                                                    
12 year old girl called Rojeya 

Our help 

. .    lifesaving hygiene kits        

. . .  safe drinking water           

. . .  safe spaces for children to play in,  trauma 
counselling  

. . . our partners are installing solar powered lights in 
the camp to improve safety. 

St Benedict Biscop and Venerable Bede Churches 

Our Harvest Appeal 2020 
Tear Fund 

Following Jesus where the need is greatest 

Photograph  from Tear Fund 

 

The Rohingya          
Refugees 

 

Our Appeal 

Sadly this year numbers in Church are restricted due to the Covid 19 Crisis and we are unable to hold a Harvest 
Lunch. 

Donations can either be left in the donation box in St Benedict’s after a service, sent to the Parish Office, or by 
using a bank transfer 

Online Banking 

If you have access to online banking, you can make your donation for Harvest by setting up the PCC as a payee. 
Details as follows; 

Payee           "PCC of Wombourne"; 

Sort Code      20-97-78 

Account Number     50699187. 

                 If prompted for a reference enter  ‘harvest’                          

100% of your donation will go to the harvest charity 

 

 

 

 

        Paul Brown, Rector 



Sorry. I have used all the 
other photographs received 
in the articles.                       
 
It only leaves this one, which 
is a ‘high summer’ scene at 
Sidmouth.    It really makes 
you want to go walking along 
the sea front!! 
 
Many thanks to Joe Baldwin 
for sending this to us. 

                                    Ed 

Look, dear reader - I 
am still here, and I 

have been a very busy 
girl! 

See June/July Grapevine 
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Tyrley Lock 
 
“Going Up . . .  
 
     Going down? 
 
 
 

Photograph 
  Pat Newill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Editorial 


