
St Benedict Biscop and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday 29th November 

Advent Sunday 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down, so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence – as when fire kindles brushwood and the 
fire causes water to boil – to make your name known 
to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble 
at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that 
we did not expect, you came down, the mountains 
quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has 
heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who 

remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and 
we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all 
our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade 
like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 
away. There is no one who calls on your name, or 
attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden 
your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O 
LORD, and do not remember iniquity for ever. Now 
consider, we are all your people.  

Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

Jesus talks about when everything will be gathered 
up into the Godhead.  
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that 
suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be     
shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in 
clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send 
out the angels, and gather his elect from the four  
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winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see these things    
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. But about 
that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is 
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work and       
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.       
Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at  
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake.’  

Mark 13.24–37  

A Reflection from  Revd Sue Watson. 

This coming Sunday is Advent Sunday, traditionally a 
penitential season- a time to examine ourselves and get 
ourselves in step with God, ready for the coming to 
earth of his Son. The emphasis of Advent, of course, is 
on the coming of Jesus as a baby - at Christmas. But not 
only on the first coming of Jesus: in Advent we are  

encouraged to also think about the second coming of  

Jesus, at the end of time, when God will ‘make all things 
new’ as the book of Revelation tells us, when Jesus will 
judge the world and the Kingdom of God will be fully 
established. This second ‘preparation’ in Advent isn’t 
something we really like the idea of- judgment is a  

slightly worrying thought - what will it mean for us? And 
so it’s good that we have the chance to prepare, by  
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Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin  to the light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 



turning our hearts afresh towards God and getting 
ready now. I have a theory that the excesses we see 
around the Christmas period – the amounts we often 
spend, eat and drink - are, in some way, attempts to 
recapture something which has been lost. Maybe 
there’s a sense that, when all is said and done,  
something is missing - maybe the magic, excitement 
and wonder we felt as children, now disappeared- 
and it’s all a bit of a let-down. And so  people seek 
that missing jigsaw piece - by sometimes doing 
things to excess. Or, maybe, there is a sense that 
there is something more to this season… but it’s a 
question of discovering what it actually is. We       
believe Jesus is the missing jigsaw piece –the one 
who brings true joy to the season.  
 

So I pray that, as you get yourselves ready during the 
season of Advent for his coming at Christmas - as you 
contemplate his return at some point in the future - 

you will find that ‘something more’ which will make 
your Christmas complete- an awareness that God is 
with us in Jesus- Emmanuel - which is what the  

festivities are really all about. 
 

Sue 

 

Prayers for the First Week of Advent 

Sunday 

Pray that we may be even more alert to do God’s will 
in these times of uncertainty.  (Mark 13: 17) 

  Monday - St Andrew  

 Pray that we may be ready to respond to the call of 
Jesus.  (Matthew 4: 19, 20) 

Tuesday 

Continue to pray for those developing, producing 
and distributing Coronavirus vaccines. 

Wednesday 

Pray for the governments of the four nations as they 
make decisions about Covid restrictions. 

Thursday 

Pray for all who are persecuted because of their faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

Friday   

Pray for peace and reconciliation in the world’s  

places of conflict. 

 Saturday 

Pray for wisdom for us all on how to  

celebrate Christmas. 

 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Margaret Ward, Joy Waistell,  Monika,    

Michael Concannon, Sarah Aldridge, Jane, Delma 

Scriven, George Moorhouse and Carl Baker. 

Those who have died 

Brian Williams, Andrew Glazzard, David Dunn,      

Maureen Brennan, Christine Brown, Kevin Tanner and 

Veronica Waterworth. 

Please send requests for prayers to the Parish Office. 

Prayers  During the Week 
 

 

The End of National Lockdown 

St Benedict’s will be open for private prayer throughout 
the week. There are no services on Advent Sunday. 

 

 Next Sunday 6th December there will be: 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion. 
 

Don’t forget that restrictions are still in place so it is very 
important to book with Hilary on 01902  892856  or by 

email: hilmoore@gmail.com. Please telephone by 12noon 
on Saturday. There will be a service led by Paul  on  

 Facebook and on YouTube this Sunday.  
 

Christmas Lights 

I have bought 12 sets of Christmas lights to put on the 
Yew trees at the front of  St Benedict’s during Advent. 

They are battery operated and cost £20 each ( with 
batteries). If you would like to sponsor a set to cheer us 

all up please give the money to Martin or into 

 the Parish Office 

 
Friday Coffee @ 11 with Sarah 

Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 779 6471 7903 

Passcode: y6Zs9C  

Need help with Zoom contact Sarah 

Sarahrm.horn@googlemail.com 
 

Christmas cards 

Due to the continuing Covid 19 restrictions and the advice 
on the handling of paper please do not leave Christmas 

Cards for collection church. 
 

Foodbank 

Our traditional collection for the homeless will be 

next Sunday. Please bring your donations with a  

Christmas theme to Church. They will be put in storage 
for three days before being sent to the Charity. 

 

 

 


