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Editorial from Olly C 

So now we know.  Christmas is not going to be the same as usual this 
year.  After nearly a year of lockdowns and restrictions, I think we had more 
or less guessed this would be the case.! 

Perhaps it is now a time to turn to the true meaning of Christmas.  The 
birth, and the run up to the birth, of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   It is strange 
that the first lockdown commenced at the end of March, just the time when 
the Angel Gabriel came to Mary - “Greetings, you who are highly favoured!  
The Lord is with you.”  (Luke 1:28)  Mary is a beacon to all of us, especially, 
sometimes, when we question ‘our lot’.  We have nothing to be too 
concerned about, if we follow the rules, just as Mary followed her destiny.   
It looks as though regular worship at our churches will start after this 
current lockdown, and that is wonderful news for everyone. 

And more good news, of a different kind - a vaccine, not one but three - just 
like buses!   We are all hoping that one of these will cure the world  - or at 
least a lot of the people in the world.    

I am not sure I that I am prepared to start again doing all the things I used 
to do before the first lockdown!!   I think I have got very used to having 
some ‘idle’ time,  time to spend nurturing the garden, and some tender 
loving care at home.  I wonder how many of you also have this feeling! 

Members of the Editorial Committee were hoping that we could have a 
printed copy for this issue of Grapevine, but alas the sheer logistics of the 
printing, sorting for distribution, and the distribution itself have proved to be 
too much.   I am very conscious that some of our readers, who do not have  
an email address, have not seen a printed copy since the February/March 
issue - nearly a full year of copies and, of course, some adjustments will 
have to be made in the not too distance future.   If you deliver Grapevine, 
please do not accept any monies from people on your round, until it has 
been decided just what will be allowed to happen. 

This time, there are 26 pages and I hope you do find something interesting 
and enjoyable to read.   Some members of the Editorial Committee have 
put pen to paper, extra to their usual contribution.   There are 2 quizzes, 
pages 20 and 22, supplied by John, with a prize for each one - something 
for the whole family to research.    Jan has told us about the ingenious way 
her family have been communicating with one another - so zoom into Jan’s 
article on page 21;  Wendy has ‘masked her feelings’ and Louise has 
written a tribute to her late father John Bowler, both of these on page 19. 

We were all sorry to learn of the recent death of Marjorie Martin - see 
pages 6 & 7 for tributes to her from some of her friends.    

And finally it only leaves for me to wish you a peaceful and inspiring Christmas 
and New Year from all of us on the Editorial Committee, and hope that next 
year  ‘normal service will be resumed’ as soon as possible. 
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I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E S 

DEADLINE    February / March 2021 issue 

5 January 2021                

  DISTRIBUTION:  From last Thursday in month 

prior to publication date (after 11.30 pm)           

Have you ever felt lonely.  I know I have.  A survey 
conducted by the charity Campaign to End Loneliness 
found that over nine million people in the UK say they 
are always or often lonely.  That’s a fifth of the 
population.  Two thirds of the population said they 
wouldn’t feel comfortable admitting it if they were. 

There can be many factors as to why people 
experience loneliness:  bereavement, moving to a new 
town, starting a new job or a new school.   Even standing 
in the queue at a local supermarket surrounded by 
families chattering, can make you feel alone in a crowd 
of people. 

Bethlehem  was bustling on that first Christmas night. 
Luke tells us that the Roman Emperor had ordered a 
census to be taken and that everyone had to be 
registered in their own home town. 

Registration that involved travelling to your home 
town and then bunking up with relatives or in a local 
inn.  Mary was heavily pregnant, but nonetheless 
Luke tells us that they had to make the journey and 
that once thy reached their destination there was 
nowhere for them to stay.  The wealthy, important 
people would have had no problem.  But for Joseph 
and Mary it was different.   I have watched countless 
nativity plays where Joseph and Mary have gone from 
door-to-door, and whereas the door opened, with just 
the simple words, ‘no room’ as the door shut again.  
Together, but alone in a town full of people, Joseph 
must have despaired as the loneliness hit him.  Then 
there was that simple act of kindness, an innkeeper 
who saw their desperation and offered them a stable. 

Not where you would ever have thought God’s Son 
would be born. 

The apostle Paul in his letter to the Philippians put it 
this way 

“Though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form,” 

Philippians 2:6-7 

The Father’s act of generosity which shows the depth 
of his love for his creation, His people. 

As I write this early in November all the indications are 
that this Christmas will be very different and that we 
will be unable to meet together for our wonderful 
Christmas services or have those family parties that 
are an important part of a traditional Christmas.  For  
some it could be a very lonely time especially as they 
think of past celebrations and those who are able to 
meet together in their ‘bubble’.   

The innkeeper’s act of 
kindness dispelled Mary and 
Joseph’s loneliness.  This 
Christmas remember that a 
telephone call, or a video chat or 
even a small present left on the 
doorstep may have much more 
significance than you could ever 
imagine. 

With my prayers for a Peaceful 
and Happy Christmas 

  Paul Brown 

 

HAVE YOU EVER . . . 

CHURCH WIVES 
In view of the ongoing situation with Covid 19, we now feel that it would be inadvisable to       

meet for the foreseeable future.  No doubt this will not come as a surprise to anyone. 

Therefore meetings are cancelled until further notice 

 

Wives' weekend away - Pat Roberts would usually be asking anyone booked on the trip to pay the balance at 
one of our meetings in March but will now have to look for an alternative way to collect the money.   Deposits are 
held by Dunwoods.   You'll appreciate at present we don't even know if the weekend will be going ahead, but  
Pat will continue to keep in regular contact with Dunwoods, and, keep you informed of the situation. 

If you have any queries please don't hesitate to contact either Sheila 01902 324410, or Pat 01902 896211 

We hope that everyone is keeping safe and well in these uncertain times and that we can meet up before too long. 

             Sue Hill 
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They say that moving house is one of the most 
stressful things anybody can do;  now that I’ve been 
through the process I am minded to agree.  Doing it 
in this strangest of all years, Covid19-beset, whilst 
also trying to finish a University course at the same 
time, has been ‘interesting’ to say the least.  Probably 
only someone as foolhardy, as undoubtedly I am, would 
attempt to do so - in the end it is only by the united 
efforts of family, friends and neighbours that I managed 
it, this week and the day after my 89

th
. birthday.  It will 

certainly be a birthday to remember, so I am going to 
be self-indulgent and share some memories of the 
Wombourne in which we lived for so many years. 

In 1955 Stephen had left London, where we lived, to 
become a partner in Fowler, Langley and Wright, 
solicitors in Wolverhampton; I joined him in Wombourne 
in 1956 with our newly-born daughter.  He had bought a 
little house in Orton Lane and it was here that a 
further three children were born, at home, with the 
assistance of local midwives.  Nurse Brown used to 
arrive on a bicycle, bag and all, but as we had to go 
on a waiting list for a house-phone she had to be 
summoned by Stephen phoning her from the box 
which stood at the end of Orton Lane.   

All four children were baptised in St Benedict’s and as 
we went to church there Stephen, already an advisor 
to the Bishop of Lichfield and the Diocesan Trust, 
became a member of the PCC and eventually one of 
the churchwardens.  We saw a lot of vicars come and 
go from the early days; Mr Bethway; George and 
Joan Meek who got children’s services well and truly 
launched; John Porter and all the clergy thereafter.   

We struck up a friendship with the Webb family at 
Arbourtree House which has lasted to this day, and 
with the Misses Shaw-Hellier and then the Phillips 
family at the Wodehouse.  The Griffiths girls baby-sat 
for us and May taught me much of what I know about 
the local history of Wombourne, about which I have 
developed a lasting passion.   

I shopped in the village pushing a large Silver Cross 
pram with four children in, or hanging onto it, and 
loaded it up with everything needed.  Walter Lea and 
his family ran the butcher’s shop;  Mrs Crowe was 
another port of call and there was a sweetshop 
halfway up the Bank. I grew many of my own vegetables 
but the nursery in Planks Lane supplied wonderful 
tomatoes amongst other things. The Doctors’ surgery 
was in a tiny cottage on the High Street run by a 
smiling Mrs Boucher, who poked her head through a 
tiny hatch to welcome patients.  On one notable 
occasion my sister was ill and came to stay with us 
bringing her four children of similar ages, so I had no 
less than eight children in my care.  I had shoved the 
pram up the hill and stopped at the top of the Bank to 
cross the road when a lorry-driver leaned out of his 
cab and said “my word, Missus, you have been busy”!   

It was on foot with, or later without, the pram that we 
explored all the lanes and fields round and about the 
village and learned to appreciate Wombourne.  It was 
still a country village with lanes in which we could 
walk safely, although it was already growing fast.   
We all got involved with village life as well as the 
church;   Nativity plays; carol-singing with Denis Powell 
and the Wombourne Choral Society; the Fete and 

‘GOODBYE TO ALL THAT’ 

Gymkhana, the Women’s Institute, the pageant held 
in the Wodehouse grounds (I found a script for it 
recently and that has gone into the History Room); 
Wombourne Quilters:- you mention it and one of us 
was always involved at some stage.     

Six of us in the Orton Lane house was too tight a 
squeeze so in 1963 we migrated to Stourbridge Road, 
moving in on 22 November, memorable as the day on 
which President John Kennedy was assassinated.  
The 4-bedroomed house, with wonderful views 
eastwards towards Sedgley and westwards over the 
Putleys towards Bearnett Lane, was still too small for 
us as children needed more space so we added an 
extension.  This was invaluable as my mother-in-law 
was by then living with us, having had a fall from which 
she never recovered.  

As the children grew older I went back to work in the 
NHS first at the Royal Hospital, Wolverhampton and 
later in Birmingham and London.   After retirement I 
got involved once again in the life of Wombourne but 
this time pursuing my lifelong interest in local history, 
and I was one of the founder members of WHiG 
(Wombourne History Group).   Our aims included 
publishing books about the village, its people and 
every aspect of its history and making them available 
at a reasonable price.  (Commercial slot - books are 
sold in the local shops or available from David Taylor 
in Planks Lane).  There are still so many people coming 
to live in the village who would like to know more 
about it and don’t know where to get the information.  
The tiny History Room in the Library was a start but 
was never large enough nor accessible enough to be 
useful.  The Parish Council came to the rescue, 
recognising the need for better facilities and provided 
a larger and better equipped History Room within the 
Gravel Hill complex.   This will house the May Griffiths 
collection as well as other material donated to WHiG 
and the previous History Room.   Covid19 cruelly put 
a temporary stop to this project as it did to so many 
other village activities, but I am confident that a History 
Room will be opened and Wombourne’s history will 
continue to be recorded and treasured as it should be.   

I have mixed emotions about leaving.  Of course I am 
sad to leave my home of so many years especially 
the garden, the village and the countryside round it.  I 
shall miss the people and many friends I have made 
in Wombourne but I will always be glad that we came 
to live there in the first place and to have been a small 
part of ‘all that’.   

One door closes and another opens; I’ve left for 
Northamptonshire; now for pastures new.    

   Margaret King 

 

We all send our congratulations to Margaret for successfully 
completing her Master’s Degree in West Midlands History, 
thank her for her numerous contributions to the Smestow Vale 
Grapevine and wish her well in the next chapter of her life.   

One of my favourite recollections from Margaret was when 
her husband was Churchwarden - the safe in Church was 
not considered adequate, so all the Church silver ended up 
under Margaret and Stephen’s bed, in specially prepared 
pouches!    

Please let us know how you are getting on, Margaret, and 

how your new life in Northamptonshire is progressing.   Olly 
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Christmas this year will not be like any other we have 
known’:  we will all have heard that many times of 
late.  At the time of my writing, it is not clear what 
restrictions we will be subject to in December; but it 
does seem very likely that much of what we are 
accustomed to will not be possible in the usual way. 
There are likely to be constraints on family gatherings. 
Eating and drinking together will be very complicated. 
Opportunities to sing carols will be much reduced. 
Many people will be experiencing challenging levels 
of anxiety, isolation, poverty and mental health issues. 

Does all this mean that Christmas will be cancelled 
this year, or at least dramatically diminished?   We 
only have to reflect for a minute on the meaning of 
the word ‘Christmas’ to realise this cannot be true:  it 
is the celebration of Jesus Christ, the ‘Great Little One’ 
in whom our God comes to us.   As so much of what 
we have taken for granted is absent or muted this 
Christmas, perhaps the very heart of our celebration 
can stand with more clarity in a new light; perhaps we 
can focus more attentively on the truth which gives 
meaning to this great story.   That is the truth of God’s 
boundless mercy for us, which brings him to share 
our life as one of us:    

Sacred infant, all divine,  

What a tender love was thine:  

Thus to come from highest bliss  

Down to such a world as this.  

The baby born at Bethlehem is not introduced to a 
comfortable, easy or settled life.  From the outset the 
Holy Family knows the meaning of anxiety, 
displacement and suffering; remembering that should 
itself give us hope.  

So the heart of Christmas this year will be the same 
as every year, and indeed it may be easier for us to 
see what that heart is.  The numbers with whom we 
can meet as family and friends may be few, but Christ 
will surely make his home among us if we welcome 
him in.  We may not sit down to so many or so 

THE COMING 

Bishop Michael’s Pastoral Letter for December 2020 

exuberant meals, or indulge in so many cheerful 
social drinks together; but he still gives us his body 
and blood as food and drink to strengthen us.  We 
may not be able to belt out our favourite Christmas 
carols in church as usual, but the song of the angels 
is not silenced, telling the good news of salvation, 
and urging us, like they urged the shepherds:  

                ‘Do not be afraid’. 

Knowing that there is so much sadness, darkness 
and anger around us and within us, perhaps we can 
recapture this year the meaning of Advent:  that our 
God loves this fallen world, and us his hurting 
children, so much, that he decides to come as 
Emmanuel, God with us. The poet and priest                  
R S Thomas imagines that momentous decision like 
this in his poem The Coming: 

THE COMING 

And God held in his hand a small globe.    

Look He said. 
The son looked.    

Far off, as through water, he saw a scorched 
 land of fierce colour.   
The light burned there;  
Crusted buildings cast their shadows:  
A bright serpent  a river uncoiled itself, 
 radiant with slime. 
On a bare hill, a bare tree saddened the sky.  
Many people held out their thin arms to it,  
As though waiting for a vanished April to  return 
 to its crossed boughs.  

The son watched them.  
Let me go there, he said. 

 

+Michael 
Bishop of Lichfield 

 

 

ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH 

COLLECTION BOXES 

It’s NOT that time of year again! 

Given the potential issues that arise with Covid 19, I                              
have taken the decision not to undertake a collection            
this December.   I will review the position in January    

and inform Box Holders via Grapevine. 

I am saddened to make this decision, but the health     
and welfare of all of you is paramount. 

Should you need to contact me, you can by calling my mobile  

 07812 357499 

Many thanks for your ongoing support.  I wish you all a peaceful 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 

     Bob Plant 

ST MICHAEL’S 
CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Box Holders for the Children’s 
Society 

 

Message from Olwyn Crane 

I hope to be able to collect the boxes 
in the Spring, next year, probably 
March or April. 

Thank you for your support of the 
Society in these difficult times. 

No further news 

                                  Olwyn 

 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
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From Revd Preb Paul Brown 

Marjorie was a Wolverhampton lass 
- her Mum and Dad, Fred and Annie, 
lived in Fallings Park, and it was 
there that Marjorie and her brother 
Fred grew up and went to school.   

It was through St Mary’s, Bushbury 
that Marjorie met Derek.  For them 
friendship turned to love and they 
married  at St Mary’s in 1951.     Marjorie 
and Derek were lucky enough to celebrate their Golden 
Wedding just a few years ago.  I will always remember 
how Derek used to refer to Marjorie as ‘Mother’. 

Marjorie and Derek started out their married life in 
Fallings Park where Paul was born; but in 1963 they 
moved to our village.  It became their home and they 
were both fully immersed in village and church life. 
Marjorie loved to be with people, she was sociable 
and had a wide circle of friends, though of course she 
outlived so many of them 

Marjorie had friends through her work as a Dental 
Nurse;  amongst neighbours;  and there were French 
friends that she met through Paul;  friends from Church 
and of course from her family.   She often recounted 
to me stories about her trips to London and Truro and 
of how her grandchildren, Edward and Liz, were 
getting on. 

When she was younger Marjorie helped with the 
Brownies and Guides; she was a member of the 
Mother’s Union with its emphasis on supporting 
family life;  and she was a member of our choir.  She 
loved to sing and she was also our Robes Mistress;  
a member of the Church Social Committee she also 
helped making coffee after the services.  She was 
meticulous in taking the bookings for our lunches and 
making sure that the ticket money balanced!, and 
Marjorie also played bowls at Wombourne Bowling 
Club,  

Marjorie was 
a born 
organiser, 
even if we 
didn’t always 
want to be 
organised!   
She was 
determined 
and she had 
a strong 
faith, a faith 
that enabled 
her to cope 
firstly with 
Derek’s 
death and 
then more 
recently 
with Paul’s 
early death.   

     We will miss her.  
May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 

       Paul  

TRIBUTE TO MARJORIE MARTIN 

From  Pam Purves 

My friendship with Marjorie goes 
back many years and she and I 
enjoyed many good talks and 
outings in the Mothers’ Union.   
Our branch was based at the 
Venerable Bede and we met once 
a month on a Tuesday afternoon, 
with Corporate Communion also 
once a month at the Bede on a 
Thursday morning. 

When I became the leader (after Mary Farman retired) 
Marjorie was a very valued member of the committee 
with her sound advice and knowledge.   She used to 
keep in touch with any of the members who were ill 
and I am sure she cheered them all up.  Marjorie gave 
much to the Mothers’ Union and no doubt would have 
continued to do so, but the branch unfortunately had 
to close. 

      Pam  

From Anne Freeman 

Norman and I came to Wombourne in 1979.   

After a month of sorting out our house, we went to   
St Benedict’s for a Evensong Service.   After the 
service the first people to come and chat to us were 
Marjorie and Derek, Eileen and George and John 
Cartwright.  We went home feeling we had found a 
lovely, friendly church.  Two weeks later Marjorie 
asked me if I would like to join the Sunday morning 
Coffee Rota.    

A very short time after that, John Cartwright said he 
had heard I was a Home Economics teacher, and 
would I like to join the Social Committee.  There began 
a forty year friendship. 

It soon became clear that Marjorie was extremely good 
at knowing everyone in church, and encouraging 
them to come to every activity the Social Committee 
organised.  From Skittle Evening with fish and chips, 
to Harvest Suppers - Marjorie had a list.  No-one 
escaped the Parish Dance, the Flower Festival rota, 
Choir Concerts, or Quiz Nights.  She would phone 
people and remind them to buy a ticket - even if they 
couldn’t come!. 

In 2000, John and Margaret Cartwright asked me to 
take over as chairperson of the Social Committee, 
and Marjorie immediately said she would continue to 
deal with tickets and money collecting for our social 
events.  That was the start of another twenty year 
journey, and I am extremely grateful for all the help 
she gave me.  Her accounts were exact to the penny, 
and the nickname ‘Meticulous Marjorie’ suited her 
well.  Towards the end of her life, when she couldn’t 
get to our Thursday lunches, she was always 
delighted to have a meal delivered, and always rang 
me to say how much she had enjoyed it. 

Lockdown in March ended our social activities, but     
I kept in touch, with regular phone calls, and she always 
had ideas that we might try when normal service 
resumes. 

The whole of the Social Committee will miss you 
Marjorie - may you rest in peace, dear friend. 

     Anne 

  

 

Marjorie and Derek 
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From Hilary Moore 

When I moved into Wombourne in 1995 I knew very few people at St Benedict's, although I had worked in the 
village for many years.   

I started to attend church, and Derek and Marjorie immediately took me under their wing and generously included 
me in may of their social activities.  I have happy memories of the brewery day trips to places like Hampton Court, 
Sandringham and Portmeirion and to weekends away to the Christmas markets in Europe.   

When Marjorie suffered the loss of both husband and son she carried on with great courage, determined  to live 
an independent life in the family home for as long as she could.  Thankfully she achieved this.  

I shall miss her but always be grateful for her kindness and friendship.  

              Hilary 

 

 

Marjorie Tributes continued 

From Ruth Kingston 

Marjorie was one of the first ladies to join St Benedict’s Church Choir.                  
The ladies first joined with the men for evensong, but eventually the 
choir combined for all services. 

Marjorie, and husband Derek, were solid members for well over         
40 years.  She had a rich and powerful soprano voice, and became 
known as “mother” by other choir members.  She oversaw the choir 
robes, and with her fine ability to sew would do measuring for new 
robes and alteration to hems etc when needed, she also made many 
spare collars for girls and ladies as the choir expanded. 

Sadly, after suffering ill health, Marjorie’s singing was interrupted, 
and although she did her best to come back to us, with a few visits in a 
wheelchair, eventually that came to an end. 

She is greatly missed by all of us in the choir, not only for her singing 
but for her personality and friendship. 

Rest in peace Marjorie, you are now united with your                                                                  
dear Derek, who passed away 13 years ago, and with Paul. 

                                                Ruth  

Marjorie with Paul and family 

From Carol Porter 

I have known Marjorie for many years, which she used to remind me of quite often!  She knew my parents through 
Guiding.  They were all on the committee together - these were the days of one Brownie Pack and one Guide 
Company in Wombourne. 

Marjorie had a very strong faith and she lived out that faith in the service of her Church.  She wore many ‘hats’ in 
relationship to Church. 

She sold tickets for the various lunches that were held at the Civic Centre.  She had the equivalent of ‘a little black 
book’ and referred to it during the selling of tickets.  If you did not apply for your ticket more or less as soon as 
possible, Marjorie would call you or waylay you in Church to  1) ask if you intended to attend the lunch, and  2) if 
you were well. 

Her contribution towards the food for the lunch was beetroot in raspberry jelly.   I was offered the recipe many 
times, but always declined.  She loved courgettes and had a recipe that contained these and cheese. 

As Marjorie became more unfit, and more housebound, I used to take Holy Communion to her at home;  with either 
Shirley Wall or Bryan Johns.  Depending on who was with me, Marjorie would spend ages after the short service 
reminiscing about either past church events, either in Church, or at her home with Derek.  If Bryan was with me 
we heard all about life at Springfield Brewery.  Derek was a highly respected shift brewer there, and Bryan had 
worked there and knew many of the people Marjorie knew. 

Those of you who remember Revd John Porter, will remember his son Mark.  Mark supplies our church with 
candles, and the elements for Holy Communion.  One day last year Mark was making a delivery on a Saturday 
and he brought his Dad with him to see the renovation work to church.  I took Marjorie down to church.  She was 
delighted to meet up with John.  Mark and myself pushed Marjorie and John around the church in their respective 
wheel chairs.  We also enjoyed refreshments, thanks to the ‘hospitality corner’. 

Marjorie was very sociable and loved to talk.  If her phone was engaged when I needed her, it was often quicker 
to walk down the road to her house! 

Marjorie dearest, I am missing you so much, but you are now at peace with your husband Derek, and son Paul. 

God bless you and thank you for your friendship and companionship, 

            Much love from, Carol 



 

METHODIST CHURCH 

MINISTER: Revd Teddy Siwila, 01902 341794 

Lay Worker:  Richard French, 01902 676297 

Church Council Sec. David Hotchkiss, 01902 336174 

COMMON ROAD, WOMBOURNE 

SUNDAY SERVICES     

10.30 am weekly, and 6.30 pm 1st & 3rd Sunday only 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WOMBOURNE 

  Chairman: Tess Guest, 01902 894219                                            

 Secretary: Angela Pickering, 01902 896997  

Treasurer.  Laurie Gainer, 01902 895849 
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St Michael’s, Himley & St John’s, Swindon  
Revd Charmaine Host, Vicarage, 12 St John’s Close,         

Swindon, DY3 4PG      01384 298627                                  
charmainehost@btinternet.com   

 ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Churchwardens: Frank Nicholls 01902 677300 and 
Caroline Mason 07483 924 201  

All Age Worship, 11 am, 1st Sunday:  
 Holy Communion 11 am on 2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th Sundays 

Mid-week Prayer Group, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 

         ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON 
Churchwarden: Keith Lilley, 01384 270676 

Caroline Roberts-Woodward 

 9.30 am Holy Communion - variations to this may be 
found on page 10  

St John’s CE Primary School, 01384 273865 
 

Holy Cross, Bobbington & All Saints, Trysull 
  Rev’d Richard Fisher, Vicarage, School Road,      

Trysull, WV5 7HR      01902 476843                                                          

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BOBBINGTON 
Churchwardens ,  Alan Bill 01384  221209 

Jane Southall, 01384 221176 

Morning Worship, 11.15 am,  1st Sunday 

Holy Communion 11.15 am,  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Corbett VA CE Primary School, 01384 221260 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TRYSULL 
Churchwarden: Pauline Careless, 01902 894723 

Alan Compson, 01902 898334 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Weekly: 8 am Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays each 

month, 6.30 pm Evensong weekly 

9.45 am Holy Comm,  but 2nd Sun 10 am All Age Worship  

All Saints’ CE (VC) Primary School, 01902 894552 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ST BERNADETTE’S, RENNISON DRIVE 
Parish Priest  Monsignor Crisp 01902 423005  

Assistant Priest  Fr Gary Mantle  

Pastoral Assistants Sisters of St Ann of Providence 
Parish Telephone 01902 341343 / 423005 

WEEKEND MASS - Sunday 9.00 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES:- Wednesday Evening prayer 6.15  
before Mass 6.30 pm:   Tuesday 9.30 am: Friday 9.30 am 

Thurs 9.30-10.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 10.00 -10.30 am  

St Bernadette’s R C Primary School, 01902 894787 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MINISTER:  Vacant  

Wombourne Ch Sec David Balderstone 01902 893973 

WOMBOURNE  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 10.45 am FAMILY SERVICE   

    Wednesdays: Morning prayer 10 am 

SWINDON SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning 10.30 am:     

Thursday prayers 10 am  
Swindon Church Sec Ken Hughes 01384 298275  

 

 KINGSWAY CHURCH 
 High Street, Wombourne                                                

(In fellowship with Assemblies of God in Gt Britain & N Ireland) 

www.kingsway-church.co.uk  

Pastor John Price 07922 614661                                     

SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30 am  and  6.00 pm  

New Horizons Wed 12.30  :  Knitting Group Wed 2 pm 

 Younger People: Fridays, 5-8’s, 9-12’s, 12’s-18’s 
Babies, Toddlers + Pre-School                                                     

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, term time only 
 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND:  SMESTOW VALE TEAM CHURCHES 
Wombourne Churches: St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable Bede  

Team Rector: Revd Preb Paul Brown, The Vicarage, School Road, Wombourne: 01902 892234: prebpbrown@gmail.com 

Associate Minister :   Revd Sue Watson - 07932 175846 

Licensed Readers: Laurie Gainer  01902 895849, Susan Williams 01902 326529. Ian Host and William Cole 

Children’s Worker:   Sarah Mullen, 07702 376 169  sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

AT ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH 
Churchwardens   

    Derek Bryant 01902 896991  :   Hilary Moore 01902 892856 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 am Holy Communion (said)  10.30 Parish Eucharist, (sung) 
1st Sunday 6.30 Evensong:   2nd Sunday 7 pm  Taizé Worship 

MIDWEEK: Tuesdays 9.30 Holy Communion 
St Benedict Biscop CE Primary School,01902 892197 

AT THE VENERABLE BEDE CHURCH 

Churchwarden:  Peter Cartwright  01902 895765 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
9 am Parish Eucharist (sung) 

MIDWEEK: Thursdays 11 Holy Communion 
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“I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.” [Matthew 25:35] 

As a medical student, I was fortunate enough as one 
of a pair, to study at the Christian Medical College in 
Vellore, South India.   Allowed to choose our route, we 
visited exciting places - Rome, Athens and Cairo  - but 
we were always ‘strangers’.  But at Vellore Railway 
Station, we were given a wonderful welcome by students 
who were expecting us and used our first names!  
Over Christmas, we stayed with the Joseph family, 
sharing in the preparation of spices for the Christmas 
Day meal.  Being welcome, the feeling of belonging 
and having a home, are vitally important, especially at 
Christmas. 

February this year saw the opening of the new 
premises of the Good Shepherd Ministries at        
65 Waterloo Road, (just opposite the Molineux).  So 
after 40 years of caring for the homeless, they were 
off to a wonderful new start.   

Wolverhampton Church Shelter joined them and 
had a room there with new camp beds and sleeping 
bags. 

. . . but within a month, the Covid-19 pandemic 
struck . . . 

The Government announced that all homeless people 
were to come in from the streets.  Wolverhampton 
Council moved them into a local, now empty hotel.    
A Core Team from the Church Shelter transferred 
with them 12 hours a day, 7 days a week, until the 
end of August.    

Good Shepherd Ministries continued to provide all 
food services and have served nearly 15,000 hot 
meals on a takeout basis in line with regulations.  The 
services needed by the homeless continued to be 
delivered in different ways, with the ‘food offering’ used 
as the magnet to engage with people and help them 
look towards more sustained improvement to their 
lives.  This has included finding accommodation, setting 
up bank accounts, making medical appointments, and 
counselling and life skills information provided to 
those suffering addictions. 

Everyone worked together and came together.  
Wolverhampton Council have increased hostel and 
B&B places.  In all,160-170 homeless people have 
now been found accommodation.                       

 

Church Shelter became the 
Enterprise Homes Group 
charity, helping the homeless to 
find homes, jobs and new lives.   

 

It has five activities one of which is ReGen Training - 
a free residential course for training in a trade, such 
as Painting and Decorating.  This leads to a sense of 
family and belonging. 

 

ReGen Training Painters and Decorators,                 
decorating homes, photo Matt Lambert 

 

Despite uncertainty this Christmas, ‘Praise be 
to the God . . . of all comfort, who comforts us 
in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those 
in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God (2 Cor,1:3-4)   

They need our prayers and practical help 

 
Good Shepherd Ministries 

Manageress, Helen Holloway (01902 399955) 

Enterprise Homes Group 

CEO - Matt Lambert (079 1075 7392) 

(also see websites) 

MINISTER’S LETTER - Susan Williams 

Christmas and St Luke’s Gospel 
It is to St Luke’s wonderful gospel that many Christians turn as the year draws to a close and Christmas 
approaches, for it is to St Luke that we owe the fullest account of the nativity. 

Luke alone tells us the story of Mary and the angel’s visit to her, and has thus given the Church the wonderful 
Magnificat of Mary. 

Luke alone tells us the story of Simeon’s hymn of praise, thus giving us the wonderful Nunc Dimmittis.  Imagine 
an Anglican evensong without the Nunc Dimmittis. 

Luke alone tells us the story of how the angels appeared to the shepherds and how the shepherds then visited 
the infant Jesus.  So - imagine Christmas cards and nativity scenes every year without the shepherds arriving  
to visit baby Jesus. Imagine school nativity plays without our children dressed as shepherds or sheep!                     
So - thank you, Luke! 

What makes it so amazing is that Luke was not a Jew!   The man who wrote the fullest nativity story, and indeed 
more of the New Testament than any other single person, was a Gentile! 

                P P 
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Christingle - 2020 style! 
Given all the restrictions we are under this year, we’ve 
had to put our thinking caps on to re-imagine some of 
the activities which we are used to enjoying in more 
normal times!  

One of these much-loved events is the annual Christingle 
service here at St Benedict’s.  This service, held to 
raise funds for the Children’s Society, has become a 
really popular part of Christmas celebrations all over 
the country and it would be sad to miss it - as well as 
it being a missed opportunity to raise funds for needy 
children. 

So, this year we are planning a Christingle. with a 
difference. for all the children at our local church 
school of St Benedict. 

Every child in the school will receive a Chocolate Orange 
(I wonder if they’ll prefer these to the ‘real thing’ …) 
and the hope is that they will turn their ‘orange’ into a 
Christingle!   We will make sure they have what they 
need to attach cut-out candles, cut-out sticks with fruit 
and a red ‘ribbon’ to surround the whole thing - just 
like the Christingles we give out at our usual service! 
Every class will hold their own act of worship on the 
theme of The Christingle and there will be a collecting 
box for everyone to take home in which to save their 
coins. 

The Christingle orange represents God’s world, the 
sticks with their fruit (or sweets) remind us of fruits in 
the four seasons, from the four corners of the earth, 
the candle speaks of Jesus as the light of the world, 
and the red ribbon of the blood which he shed for us 
on the cross. 

It is a lovely service and we are excited to be able              
to help our school in creating this new way of                       
celebrating the work of the Children’s Society and 
raising some funds for them in these challenging 
times. 

     Revd Sue Watson 
 

 

A FLASH OF GOLD 
 

 

Here at Caring for God’s Acre, we believe that there 
is a flash of gold to be found in every churchyard 
containing a few large yew trees.  These are 
Goldcrests, the joint smallest bird in Europe (along 
with the equally 
small Firecrest). 
Goldcrests are 
only 9cm long 
from beak to tail, 
weighing a minute 
6 grammes, the 
same as a 20p 
piece.  They get 
their name from a 
band of gold-
coloured feathers 
across their heads 
like a mohican, 
flanked by parallel 
black bands.  
Goldcrests are resident in Britain, meaning that they 
do not migrate, and many live out their lives, feeding 
sheltering and breeding within a single churchyard, 
possibly entirely within the canopies of the yew trees.   

Goldcrests prefer evergreen trees, hiding in the 
dense foliage rarely coming out into the open, so 
despite their bright crests, are difficult to see.  They 
feed on tiny morsels like spiders, moth eggs and 
small insect food which they pick out from the 
undersides and between the needles of yew and 
other evergreens using their thin beaks to push into 
small spaces.  They are constantly on the move, 
searching or ‘gleaning’ for food, so you may see the 
movement of a Goldcrest within the tree canopy and 
can then take time to seek out and see them.  

Alternatively, you can rely on sound to find and identify 
Goldcrests, if you have good hearing, as their call is 
so high-pitched that many people cannot hear it.   
Listen for a repetitive call, slightly wheezy and 
described as saying ‘needle-needle-needle’.    

They don’t use nest boxes 
but build a tiny nest within the 
twigs of the tree canopy, 
shaped like a near spherical 
hammock.  It is made from 
moss, lichen, small bits of 
other vegetation and lined 
with warming feathers.  

Please let us know if you see or hear Goldcrests in 
your churchyard,  We are building a picture of the 
wildlife to be found across the burial grounds of 
England and Wales, and this is a classic churchyard 
bird. 

  All the best, Harriet Carty, 

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, 
harriet@cfga.org.uk 

 

 

Believe in God and you’ll believe in miracles.   Believe in the baby of Bethlehem, and you’ll experience one.  Anon 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
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We recently celebrated Bible Sunday, so I’d like to 
share a few of my thoughts on how we read and 
interpret this often purchased but often un-read book! 

Sometimes, we refer to the Bible as the ‘book of 
books’ – and it is literally a book of books – 66 in all - 
composed over an extensive period of time. 

One of the earliest texts in the Old Testament - the 
Song of Deborah in Judges 5 - may date from the 
12

th
 century BC (four to five centuries earlier than 

Homer) and possibly the latest is the book of Daniel 
from the 2

nd
 century BC, making a total span of 1000 

years.   And when we add in the books of the New 
Testament - virtually all composed in the first Christian 
century or so - we extend this to as much as twelve 
hundred years - nearly twice as long as the entire span 
of the majority of the writings of English literature, 
from Chaucer to the present day.  So it wouldn’t be 
surprising if we saw a change of perspective or 
differences of understanding over that period of time. 

The books of the Bible are of many different types: 
law, prophecy, history, proverbs, psalms.  Some books 
are sceptical, notably the book of Job and its struggle 
with the problem of the suffering of the innocent.  

In the New Testament are the gospels, and letters, 
written by St Paul and by others as a means of keeping 
in touch with fledgling churches and sharing the 
Christian message.  And we have the apocalyptic 
book of Revelation, centring upon the last things and 
the end of time. 

In church services, we often refer to these writings as 
‘the word of the Lord’.   I’d like to offer you a few 
thoughts about this, especially as there may be some 
among you who, like myself, sometimes feel a degree 
of discomfort about the use of the liturgical declaration 
‘This is the word of the Lord’ that follows some Bible 
readings in church. 

There’s an example that is often cited in relation to 
this, from the story in Numbers 15 (verses 32-36) of a 
man caught gathering sticks on the Sabbath - against 
the Sabbath law.  The passage reads: ‘And the Lord 
said to Moses, ‘The man shall be put to death; all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones outside the 
camp.  And all the congregation brought him outside 
the camp, and stoned him to death with stones, as 
the Lord commanded Moses’.  

This is the sort of reading which, when capped by the 
declaration, ‘This is the word of the Lord’ provokes an 
indignant, even angry, reaction.  

The New Testament doesn’t entirely escape either: 
many of us will feel uncomfortable and frustrated when 
we are invited to declare ‘This is the word of the Lord’ 
following, for example, a reading ordering the 
subordinate status and role of women in the church, 
such as in Paul’s first letter to Timothy, chapter 2. 
There is, at least, a debate to be had about Paul’s 
views here.   

And then there are passages which are fairly 
uninspiring and leave one wondering how we can 
declare them to be ‘The word of the Lord’.  For example 
the passage about Paul being shipwrecked in Acts 
27:  ‘So they cast off the anchors and left them in the 
sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied 
the rudders; then hoisting the foresail to the wind they 
made for the beach’? 

THE BIBLE - THE BEST SELLING BOOK OF ALL TIME 

Why we should cap this text with the declaration ‘This 
is the word of the Lord’ quite eludes me – perhaps 
you, too. 

Much of what we find in the Bible are the reflections of 
human beings on what they see as God’s action and 
involvement in the world - people searching for meaning 
as, for example in Ecclesiastes - or for wisdom, as in 
Proverbs;  or the example of the human dialogue 
about the justice of God, in the book of Job.  

The point is that these passages are words of the 
people about God, not vice versa.   A great deal of 
what we read in the Bible are the words of human 
beings - ancient Israelites and early Jewish and 
Gentile Christians - reflecting on their experience of 
God at work in the world. 

Our Bible wasn’t dictated to people direct from God: it 
is a collection of writings very different from, for example, 
the Qur’an, the Holy Book of Islam, which, it is claimed,  
‘is the eternal word of God (Allah), dictated to the 
prophet Muhammad - peace be with him - via the angel 
Gabriel (Jibreel)’ (words taken from an explanatory 
translation of the Qur’an by Dr Sahib Mustaqim Bleher). 

The Bible is different from the Book of Mormon, which, 
according to Joseph Smith, the Founder of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (The Mormon Church) 
was a translation of golden tablets discovered by him, 
buried in a box near his American home. 

The Bible is not in every aspect information given by 
God, but far more the fruit of an encounter with God. 

Nevertheless, the Bible is - very much - a vehicle for 
the word of God, through our reading of it.  

In our reading of the Bible, we are drawn into an 
encounter - not only with those people who wrote its 
books, searching for God and interpreting what God 
was doing in their time - but with God himself. 
Through this very diverse literature, from many 
different hands and from widely separated times, we 
too look for ways to understand and confront disaster 
and suffering, with faith and hope and trust in God 
and his promises…working out what he was - and is - 
doing among his people. 

It is in such ways, when hearing the Scriptures read 
in worship in our churches, or as we read them in the 
silence of our own prayers and meditation, that God 
reaches out to us, touches and blesses us, consoles 
us, builds us up and fills us with life, takes away our 
fears.  As we listen and reflect on God’s word in 
scripture, we step out on a journey with God, hand in 
hand with him on the pilgrimage to which he calls us. 

The words of Scripture are more than just words that 
we read on a page; they are a gift from God - a gift of 
meeting and encountering. 

And it is for this gift that we give our thanks when we 
read the Scriptures or hear them read to us:  

 

‘For the gift of 
His word,                            

thanks be to God’  

   
                   
 Revd Sue 
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    Alan Harbottle              

 Mobile 07813 961830 
  Office 01902 326124 

alan@ashheating.co.uk 

        WORCESTER 
        Bosch Group 

            Accredited Installer 

Summit Arboricultural Services 
•  All Tree work undertaken 
•   Waste removed off site 
•   NPTC Certified 
•   Fully insured 

PLUS all Landscaping 
work carried out 

Samuel Plant 
Home  01902 896560 
Mobile 07823 779369 

Email: stihlsawsammy@gmail.com 

CARPETS AND FLOOR COVERINGS 

Des Fellows 
2 Station Road, Wombourne 

Tel: Wombourne (01902) 893711 
SPECIAL STOCK OFFERS 

Cushionflors  *  Carpets  *  Remnants 
All types and qualities of Carpets  

supplied and Expertly Fitted 
Many Rugs        Carpet Whipping & Fringing 

Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds 

To arrange a home 
visit call Helen on 

01902 892195 
07515 515 542 

Helen Ryan  DipCFHP, MVR, MPSPract 

           Foot Health Practitioner 

Happy Feet 

    foot care 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

In the comfort of your own home SENIOR CITIZENS 

Call     F I O N A     on 

01902 338578 or 07836 505967 

Pest-a-Way 

 

Pest Control 

Wasps, rats, mice, 

moles, ants, etc., 

 

Please call Malcolm 

07931 243077 

Roger Piper 

Eng  Tech  LCGI  MIPHE  RP 

6 Longford Close, Wombourne 
Staffordshire, WV5 8HN 

Telephone    

01902 893334 

Mobile:  
07973 841344 

Plumbing, gas & 
Central heating services 

 

 

PEGGYLAIN 
INTERIORS 

 Bespoke made-to-measure 
Curtains and Blinds 

 Fabrics and Wallpapers 

 Net Curtains 

 Upholstery 

 Poles and Tracks 

 Fitting service available 

 Free quotation 

Come and visit our showroom 

01902 892449 
Station Road, Wombourne 

ORION 

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

Tel : 01902 335976 
Mob : 07958 500386 

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Smoke Alarms - 
Safes - Door & Window Locks - Security 

Lights - Intercoms - Access Control  

INTRUDER ALARM 
SPECIALIST: 

New Systems Installed 
Existing Systems Maintained 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured - All Work 
Guaranteed - Friendly, Reliable, Local 

Service with 25 years’ experience 

The Answer to all your Security Needs 

Keith Middlebrook 

orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com 

Wolverhampton       
Bike Shed 

Community based bike 
repair and recycling, 

powered by volunteers 
St Philip’s Church, Pennfields, WV3 7EN 

CONTACT  Joe Maggs 07988 447963 

info@wolverhamptonbikeshed.org 

 

High Quality Workmanship 
Interior and Exterior Work 
Advanced City & Guilds 

Over 30 years’ experience 
Free quotations 

Fully Insured 

01384 401859 
07981 596109 

D  E  C  O  R  A  T  I  N  G 
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L. M. SNEYD 

Painter and Decorator 
Plumbing                                Plastering 
Building Services       Property Repairs 
Carpentry                            Roof Repairs 

Artex Ceilings 

128 Himley Lane, Himley 

01902 324302 / 892876 

 

Tel: 01902 743892 
Mobile: 07774 732353 

M J McCarthy 
Plumbing & Heating 

Complete Fitted Bathroom Service,  
including Tiling & Electrics 

Installation, Service & Repair 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 

The  treasures on offer at  Caerlaverock, 
Mersehead, Threave and Loch Ken, are all 
easy drives from McMurdoston’s comfortable 
self-catering cottages and welcoming B & B.  
Mind you, with red squirrels, tree sparrows 
and red kites on the doorstep you may just 

want to stay here. 

www.mcmurdoston.co.uk           Sarah or Steve         01387 740200 

WAINWRIGHT  
        ELECTRICAL  
              SERVICES LTD 
24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

INDUSTRIAL  -  COMMERCIAL 
 AND DOMESTIC 

Electrical installations 
NICEIC Approved Contractor 

   Andy 01902 324657 : 07788 965832 

WOMBOURNE 
CIVIC CENTRE 

Function & meeting 
rooms for hire 

Discounts available for   
Wombourne Residents 

Call or email for prices              
and availability 

01902 896300 
enquiries@wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

BROOKBEDE ROOFING & BUILDING LTD 
We offer a complete roofing and building service 

All Flat Roofs  *  New Roofs  *  Tiled & Slate  *  Repointing  *  Chimneys 

 01902 895526                  07714 765 678 
Ingledene, Gravel Hill, Wombourne 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE                  

 01902 896170 : MOBILE 07721 754000   

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk 

LUNCH AND 
DINNER 
PARTIES 

* 

COCKTAIL 
PARTIES 

BUSINESS 
LUNCHES 

* 
FUNERALS 

* 
HOT/COLD 
BUFFETS 

Window Cleaning        

Water-fed pole or traditional  

Gutter, soffit and              

fascia cleaning 

Contact Mal Boden 

07931 243077 

Your Cleaner      
Solution 

Would you like a reliable friendly, fully insured cleaner to 
help you with your daily chores? 
With 10 years’ experience and Wombourne based, our 
rates are typically £10.50 hour.  

Call us free:  0800 7811 068 

www.yourcleanersolution.com 
info@yourcleanersolution.com 

 

Mr  G  OAKLEY 
17 Tipton Road, Sedgley 

Tel: 01902 885112   Mobile 07932651294 
CRB CLEARED 

All Aspects Of Building Maintenance Undertaken                        

TREE SURGERY - FELLED OR REDUCED 
JUNGLES CLEARED - RUBBISH REMOVED 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING : SLABBING & 

PAVING :  PATIOS PRESSURED CLEANING 
UPVC FASCIA & GUTTERING : NEW UPVC 

WINDOWS & DOORS : PLUMBING, BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS - NEW & REPAIRS : GUTTERS 

CLEANED & EMPTIED : DECORATING INSIDE & 
OUT : LOGS FOR SALE  : LICENSED TO CARRY 

RUBBISH 
From roof to Garden, No Job Too Small 

Member of Dudley Age Concert Fix-A-Home Scheme 

COMPANY DIRECTOR : MR GAVIN OAKLEY 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & GARDENING 
ESTABLISHED 1977 

WEST  MIDLANDS LTD 

VILLAGE PODIATRISTS 

Keeping local feet active 

Situated in the heart of the village, near 
the cricket club, Village Podiatrists (new 
name for RP Chiropody) are a team of 
highly qualified podiatrists, who treat feet 
from all walks of life. 

If you develop a problem with your feet 
or toes (including verrucae, ingrowing 
toenails, bunions, calluses, corns, 
general foot pain or diabetic 

complications), then contact Village 
Podiatrists. 

New Surgery at 

Suite 2, The Lodge, Carriers Fold, 
WOMBOURNE 

    01902 893454 
www.villagepodiatrists.com 

  

D Fellows Interiors   
Wombourne   

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Bedrooms  

01902 546636     07703 735670 

dinteriors@outlook.com             
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Wills and                                      
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 
Friendly, personal service      

from local solicitor with over            
25 years’ experience 

 
For a free informal discussion 

about Wills, Probate, and                 
Power of Attorney, ring 

 
Vincent Oakley, Solicitor 

01902 743333 
 

Free Home Visits, if needed 

 

Service, Repairs, Diagnostics 

Martin Weston 
Unit 9, Smestow Bridge Trading Estate 

07976 850 060 
mbm.specialistrepairers@gmail.com 

MBM  SPECIALISTS 

JOS  

LAWNMOWING & 
GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

Locally based 
Fully insured 

No job too small 
Occasional or Regular        

assistance given 

Free no-obligation quotes 

Telephone James Saunders 

01902 341650 
07811 058007 

FOX 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS 

Paul Fox - Wombourne  
Tel: 01902 897668 

Mobile: 07855 301137 

Plastering 
Interior & Exterior Painting 
Brickwork & Re-pointing 
Carpentry 
Kitchens 
Patios & Driveways 
Fencing 
Roof Repairs 
UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
Drainage 

Friendly, Reliable Service 
Free Quotations 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

FACEMASKS 
(different sizes and styles) 

100% cotton, washable/reusable, assorted                
3-layered fabric 

£5 for men and women 
£3 for children 

email Jane 
vicarage@trysullchurch.org.uk 

or phone   

07939 696 486 

(M: Methodist  U: United Reformed   
RC: Roman Catholic) 

BOBBINGTON FUNERAL 
Nov 6 Bob Humphries 

SWINDON FUNERALS 
Nov 3 John Boucher 
Nov 5 Brenda Hill 
Nov 9 Beryl Jones 

WOMBOURNE WEDDING 
Sep 19 Russell Anthony Byrne 
 & Lisa Marie Prior 

WOMBOURNE FUNERALS 
Oct 2 Susan Thatcher 
Oct 5 Sidney Herbert Price  U 
Oct 7 Anita Barrow 
Oct 30 Marjorie Martin 
Nov 4 Ruth Hall 
Nov 6 Ronald Gamston 
Nov 10 Desirée Molloy  RC 
Nov 12 Brian Wheway 
Nov 18 John Corbett RC 
Nov 24 Brian Williams 
Dec 4 Andrew Glazzard 
Dec 4 David Dunn 

KS2 Tuition - all subjects 
Experienced Primary Teacher with 

Enhanced DBS Certificate 
Online tuition available 

Negotiable rates 

Telephone : Edward                 
01902 324595  

Email : e.gentoutlook.com 

A local council official said that he ran for office again because he thought his possible opponent, if successful, 
might be even more ineffective than he was. 

Admirer to political candidate: “Great speech, sir!  I really like the straightforward way you dodged those issues”. 

Fire in church 
The town’s fire prevention officer was conducting a health and safety course at the local church.  The officer 
said to the minister:  “Now imagine this: it is a Sunday morning and you have a number of people, spread     
socially distanced, throughout your church building.  Some are in the choir stalls, some are in the kitchen, and 
some are in the nave.  Suddenly, a big fire breaks out. What are the first steps you would take?”   The minister 
thought carefully for a moment. “Really big ones,” he said. 

The congregation 
A minister was considering a move to a busy town-centre church, and wanted to know what the congregation 
was like, and especially the church council.  So, he rang the minister who had just retired from that church.  The 
retiring minister hesitated a moment and then replied:  “Some of them are wise; some are otherwise.” 
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WE MUST LOOK TO A                     
BRIGHTER FUTURE 

I know how difficult this period is and I want to 
continue to thank all my constituents who are 
following the guidelines and playing their part in 
reducing the rise in infections.  As we are now into 
the four-week lockdown, it is so important that we get 
the R rate down and not overwhelm our NHS 
services.  Constituents can still contact my office in 
relation to lockdown queries and my team will be 
happy to help and assist in any way they can. 

On a brighter note, I’ve had the pleasure to meet the 
new South Staffordshire Commander, Chief Inspector 
David Wain.  I have been fighting to get more officers 
on our streets and I’m delighted to hear that more are 
being recruited to continue to tackle crime.  I’m pleased 
to see antisocial behaviour has decreased by 9% over 
the last year and we must continue to eradicate this 
from our community.  I will continue to raise concerns 
for any constituents and continue to ensure that we 
have a safe neighbourhood. 

I had the pleasure of meeting with Invictus Trust CEO 
Tony Bowles to talk about how Wombourne High School 
and Kinver High School are continuing to level up 
education across South Staffordshire.  It was great to 
talk to the Head of the Multi Academy Trust to see 
how children across Key Stage 3 are continually 
improving and working together to produce the best 
opportunities for our children. 

Recently it was World Mental Health Day.  These are 
extremely testing times and for those who do suffer 
with a mental health condition it may be difficult to 
reach out to somebody.  Charities, such as Mind and 
Rethink, are doing great work offering amazing services 
that really do support you.  Nobody should suffer in 
silence and it is important that we all continue to help 
each other during this pandemic. 

I hope everyone remains safe and 
healthy as we head into the winter 
months.  It is extremely important that we 
continue to follow the rules.  As always, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch if 
you have any queries or issues you 
would like to raise with me.  

     Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP  

 

I can be reached by email at 

gavin@gavinwilliamson.org.             

or you can phone my office       

01902 846616 

A prayer for all time - this wartime prayer is taken from the                                                       
Field Service Book of the British Army 

“Almighty God, in you alone we find safety and peace.  We commend to your gracious keeping all the men 
and women who serve in the Navy, the Army, or the Air Force, who face danger and put their lives at risk so 
that others might live in safety.  Defend them day by day by your heavenly power, and help them to know that 
they can never pass beyond the reach of your care.  Keep alive in them, and in us, your vision of that peace, 
which alone we must seek and serve, through Jesus Christ our Lord,”   Amen 

Silent night - December 1914 
 
It was Christmas Eve  
and snow had fallen all around. 
Not thick, but just enough  
to cover all the dark brown frosted ground. 
Yes it was Christmas, a white Christmas. 
 
And it was very cold, a bitter creeping cold -  
And even colder if you were in an open trench 
without a roof, just walls of frozen mud 
to lean against and dream of home. 
 
But then we heard them singing -  
No! not the Angels - but the lousy stinking  Boche, 
our enemies who’d killed our mates.  
What right have they to sing at all. 
But worse  - they’re singing praise to Christ.  
How dare they?   He’s our Saviour - not theirs. 
 
Then they stood up and waved to us. 
We should have blown their heads off, 
Just has they’d done to us. 
But somehow there was no way we could fire;  
No! not at Christmas time.  
So we stood up as well and went to have a chat, 
swapping fags and tales, 
and even rum that we had put aside. 
 
But then it was all over.  
Like rats we skulked back to our filthy frozen holes. 
The snow was still around 
No thicker and no whiter, but still there. 
And when dawn broke 
Jerry opened up with mortar fire;  
So we replied in kind. 
and then the Christmas snow was stained 
 – dark pink. 
 
 Copyright Dr Tony Hart – December 2014 

Congratulations to Lisa and Russ   

 Married at  

St Benedict 
Biscop Church  

on    

  19 September 
2020 
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At Wombourne Common we have been 
open for worship since the first Sunday in 
September with a service every Sunday 
morning at 10.30 am.    A lot of work went on 
in the weeks prior to that date to ensure 
personal safety and compliance with 
Government rules, as well as following the 
recommendations of the Methodist Church - and a 
comprehensive Risk Assessment was submitted to 
our Circuit Office for approval before we even began 
to invite people to return to church.  With the rules 
changing almost weekly this document is very much 
“live” and we are continually assessing and updating 
it, but we are confident that all the hard work means 
that we are providing a Covid-safe place of worship.    

Brenda’s trusty 2m stick enabled us to work out just 
where we could offer socially distanced seating and 
we can now safely hold around 30 people - depending 
on family groups - in the sanctuary with further seating 
available, if needed, by opening up the rear section. 
Hand sanitiser and masks are available and signage 
has been put up at key points.  A number of practical 
changes have also been brought in, and although, at 
the time of writing, we have not shared in Holy 
Communion, steps are in place to reinstate this during 
November.  (written before current lockdown)   

But of course worship cannot be exactly the same.  
Services last between 30-45 minutes and we are 
grateful to Rev Teddy, Brenda and Denis, who have 
been leading worship for us.  I know they have all put 
in a lot of extra work to keep to the guidelines and bring 
us a relevant and uplifting message each week   One 
major disappointment of course is the lack of singing 
- and for us Methodists, this is a real shock!   We have 
been listening to some new songs and some 
arrangements of old favourites, but I have to say it’s 
just not the same.  Our choir is unable to meet and 
we have missed its input especially at our Harvest 
Festival Service - plus we are all struggling with not 
being able to chat with our friends before and after 
the service - fellowship forms such a huge part of our 
church life and not being able to share our experiences 
and news is another down-side of current practice.   

However, the leadership team have been encouraged 
by those who have returned to church  - an average 
of around 25 each Sunday - and we thank everyone 
for sticking to the rules even when it has maybe felt 
uncertain and even a little uncomfortable.   

The Rt Rev Richard Bott from the United Church of 
Canada suggests we look on our masks as “. . . an 
outward sign of inward grace”… a visible way of 
showing our love for our neighbour.  While we should 

never forget those who are genuinely unable 
to wear a face covering, and have even 
been embarrassed, picked on or bullied for 
it, we remember Jesus’ commandment to 
love one another.   

We welcome feedback from anyone who is joining us 
for worship - positive or not! - so do please share 
your thoughts with me, or Sandra, Gail and Brenda.  
We recognise also that a number of our members 
don’t feel ready to come back to church yet, and we 
will continue to send out weekly worship sheets both 
via email and post, as well as offering a service from 
Springdale each week via Zoom.   Please know that 
you are still very much a part of our church family. 

Around the beginning of September, three of the 
leadership team met with Sheila Baker from High 
Flyers, who was trying to find community rooms to 
host “hubs” which would enable more of their 
members to continue with their activities.  Risk 
Assessments were shared and approved and we 
were looking forward to welcoming the young people 
and their key workers each week, but unfortunately 
the spike of Covid cases in Wolverhampton meant 
that a lot of families became more cautious than they 
had been during the summer months, and, at the 
moment, it is not feasible for High Flyers to run this 
additional hub.  We are hopeful that this joint venture 
will come to fruition at some time, but, in the 
meantime, we offer our thoughts and prayers to all 
who have links with this valuable local service 

We held our Harvest Festival service on 13 September; 
no Saturday coffee morning, large colourful display or 
shared lunch, of course, but we followed the service 
provided by All We Can who are working to provide 
bicycles to people living in Uganda.  We were able to 
send them a donation as well as re-start our regular 
collection for Wombourne Foodbank.  

I really don’t think any of us thought back in mid-March 
that we would still be experiencing the full impact of 
the coronavirus pandemic in November and yet, as I 
write, large areas of the country are severely restricted 
under the new 3-Tier system and a question mark is 
hanging over everyone’s head about just what family 
Christmas celebrations will look like this year.  We 
have already begun to think about just what we, as a 
church, can do, so keep an eye out on our outside 
displays and notice board.  

And you will have confidence because there is hope; 
you will be protected and take your rest in safety     

Job 11:18 

                                               Jane Meddings 

METHODIST JOTTINGS 

 
 

Miscellaneous Observations 

The love of God is broader than the measures of man’s mind. -  Frederick Faber 

Advertising:  the science of arresting the human intelligence long enough to get money from it  -  Stephen Leacock 

Many Christians have so busied themselves with programmes and activities that they no longer know how to be silent and 
meditate on God’s Word or recognise the mysteries that are in the Person of Christ - Ravi Zacharias 

And finally, in the build-up to Christmas, remember: 

Drive carefully. It’s not only cars that can be recalled by their maker, so stay safe 
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I had my first lesson in Economics during the last 
year of infants school, age 8.  The book was called 
"Round About and Back Again" and told the story of a 
village in lockdown.   Mother owed the milkman money 
but couldn't pay so he didn't leave any milk.  The 
milkman's wife owed the butcher so they didn't get 
any meat.  The butcher owed money to the baker so 
his family went without bread and so the whole village 
was locked in debt.  Then a little girl emptied her money 
box, gave her mother sixpence and she paid the 
milkman - and the deadlock was broken. 

We know that the Covid 19 pandemic is an economic 
disaster sure to get worse.   Kingsway like most 
churches has seen income from weekly offerings 
diminish but investment has been necessary.   A new 
fire alarm system has been installed, and as I write, 
scaffolding is going up so that the leaking roof can be 
replaced.  We are fortunate that grants have been 
obtained to cover a lot of the cost, but it still needs 
extra giving by members, and careful management 
by the church council.  It's a gesture of faith and 
hope: Kingsway Church building will be needed to 
serve God, and the people of Wombourne, when the 
pandemic is over. 

It has not been just the building.   When John Price 
became our Pastor he was of an age when most 
people think about retirement.  That was nine years 
ago and we have looked to the future and appointed a 
part-time Associate Pastor, Mrs Deborah Chamberlain, 
starting from 1 January 2021.   Deb,  as she is better 
known, is wife of Adam, who runs the Spines physio 
clinic in Wombourne;  is mother of three children.  She 
also works for "Love Black Country", an organisation 
bringing churches together to transform the spiritual 
and social life of the region, with a special interest in 
young people.   Her appointment is part of our 
investment for the future. 

We have also invested time and money in 
communications to keep the church alive without 
meeting in one place.  Our online Sunday services 
have meant a lot of intensive work but it has paid off: 
when Deb introduced herself by speaking in October 
on our YouTube service  we had a record 566 watchers.  
When you consider that most of these would involve 
more than one person you can see that the potential 
for on-line ministry is huge and it's here to stay.  We 
don't know quite how it will fit when we eventually can 
meet in church but we do know that things will never 
be the same and with God's help we can be 
prepared. 

There is also a personal challenge.  Many of us are 
pensioners whose income has not been affected but 
whose opportunities to spend have been reduced.  
I'm sure I'm not alone in feeling a bit guilty about 
accumulating when others are in reduced circumstances.  
"There is a time for everything", says Solomon.   

Perhaps this is a time, not for saving, but for investing.  
We need to invest in our grandchildren's generation 
as they lead the way in recovery from this crisis.  We 
need to invest in charities deprived of their usual 
income.  We need to invest in the world-wide church 
struggling against persecution and oppression.  But 
our investment is not just with money but with faith 
and hope.  We believe in the One who is "the Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last, the Living One". 

 

 

 

Arthur Butler, 
Kingsway Church 

 

A Time to Invest 

SEDGLEY AND WOMBOURNE  INNER WHEEL 
As with other organisations Inner Wheel has not been able to meet in the normal way.                                 

We keep in touch with each other through the telephone. 

 

This year we would have been 50 in November, but the celebrations have been postponed until 
sometime next year.   

For Remembrance Sunday this year President Alison laid the poppy wreath on behalf of her 
members, on the Saturday instead of at the usual gathering outside the parish church on 
Sunday (see photo). 

Our Christmas District meeting could not take place so two members from each club in the 
District, plus the Executive, held a Zoom meeting.  We will still be sending Christmas cards but 
these will be delivered by hand, by one of our members, the same way as the magazines were 
delivered earlier in the year.  Normally these would be handed out at the Inner Wheel Christmas 
Party, which of course will not take place.    

The New Year will be starting with the cancellation of our Kirling Night which we hold each year to 
celebrate Inner Wheel Day, the money raised going to the District Chairman’s charity which this 
year is Teenage Cancer Trust and Midlands Air Ambulance.  

On behalf of our members I wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas with hope for the New year. 

“There’s no fun in easy sailing when the skies are clear and blue, 

There’s no joy in merely doing things which anyone can do  

But there is some satisfaction that is mighty sweet to take 

When you reach a destination that you thought you’d never make.” 

                                                                                                                                           Doreen Pike 
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The theme for my notes for this issue of 
Grapevine is “Reawakening” and I am 
going to continue with it, despite the fact 
that my reflections have been somewhat 
clouded by the announcement made a 
few days ago that our Church doors must 
close again for a month.  

Although we are now well into Autumn, I feel that 
over the last few weeks our Church has slowly 
emerged from the inactivity of the first lockdown, 
falteringly at times and blinking in the harsh light of our 
changed society, to become a beacon of hope in the 
corner of the High Street, reminding us that normality 
will eventually return.  This rebirth has been due to the 
commitment and hard work of the Elders, members 
and friends of the Church and we only have to look at 
the outside of the Church to see the first evidence of 
it.  The garden has been lovingly tended over the 
summer months and additions made which are 
encouraging wildlife to make its home here.  If you walk 
up to the High Street along Mill Lane and look up to 
the back wall of the Church, you will see an insect hotel 
in the shape of a cross beneath the window.  In the 
front garden, there is a bird box and also a home for 
hedgehogs.   

The creation of this eco garden, along with a raft of 
other measures that have been put in place, have 
resulted in our being awarded a Silver Eco Church 
Award to add to the Bronze Award gained previously. 
Thanks are due to Elaine and Julie particularly for 
their efforts in making this happen.   

Standing outside the Church you also cannot help but 
notice the wonderful crochet and knitwork that adorns 
the trees, windows and door frames.  Doreen and her 
talented group of crafts people have been working 
hard to create this artwork that reflects the changing 
seasons and festivals, and we are grateful to them for 
giving their time and talents in this way.  No doubt by 
the time you read this, representations of Christmas 
will be on view for passers-by to admire.   

It is not only outside the building that reawakening 
has taken place.  Gradually, we have begun to move 
towards holding more frequent services thanks to the 
dedication of Rev Jean and other visiting preachers, 
and the willingness of our own Elders to stand in and 
take services when necessary.   We held a lovely 
Harvest service in October when the Church was 
decorated with the donations of the congregation.  
These were all then taken to the Wombourne Food 
Bank at the Kingsway Church in an effort on our part to 
serve those in our community who need a helping hand.  
Although we are all missing the opportunity to sing, 
our worship has been enhanced by Jill and Alan, who 
have been playing the organ for us at our services 
and enabling us to recall the words of the hymns that 
mean so much to us as we listen to their tunes being 
played. 

Members of the congregation have been creative in 
their fundraising too, given that the usual methods of 
raising money are not possible at the moment.   Julie 
and Tony walked the length of the Staffordshire Way, 
not all in one go, but over a period of weeks, and 
gathered sponsorship on completion of the full 92 miles 
- a great achievement! 

Of course, despite all these examples of 
reawakening, all is not back to normal.   
Sitting two metres apart in a 
claustrophobic mask, concentrating on 
not standing too close to others, not being 
able to share in the simple pleasure of a 
cup of tea and a chat after the service, 

are all reminders that things are not as they were.  
There are also many members of the congregation 
who for different reasons have been unable to come 
to our services.  We miss their presence greatly, think 
of them often and look forward to the time when we 
can all be together again without restrictions.  

Hopefully, by the time this issue is published, the 
second period of enforced closure will be nearly over. 
I look forward to this with optimism and hope that we 
will be able to celebrate Christmas in Church in a way 
that enables us all to recognise and draw comfort 
from the festival that means so much to us .  

Sending you all best wishes for                                   
Christmas and the New Year.               

      Louise Whatton               

We all send our congratulations to members of the URC for 
not only their well-deserved Silver Eco Church Award but also 
for their commitment to protecting nature.  Olly  

See photographs on back cover 

Wombourne United Reform Church Notes 

  

God became man to turn creatures into sons; not 
simply to produce better men of the old kind but to 
produce a new kind of man -  C S Lewis 

He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find 
Christmas under a tree - Roy Smith                       P P 



19 

THOUGHTS FROM SOME OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

THE ROAD TO DE-MASK-US! 
At the time of writing, we are not sure how 
things are going to work out for Christmas, or 
beyond that.  We feel these are difficult times 
and hard to understand and 
cope with, and look forward to 
the time when things are back 
to normal - when this is all 
over, when for instance we no 
longer have to wear masks. 

Doing a bit more of a promised sort out of old 
papers, I came across an old 2nd World War 
Cookery and Guide Book of my Mothers, 
which includes hints for day-to-day living.  It 
reminded me that in the not so far distant 
past there have been other difficult times.  

Masks had to be kept handy then, but 
gasmasks, bulky things which could not be 
popped into a pocket.   

“Keep clothes, torch, gasmask handy in your 
bedroom at night, in case of an air raid.” 

Things are not quite as stressful as that for us. 

“Fresh air and exercise are vital to good 
health, and drink plenty of water” - (so what’s 
new?).  Oh!  “and eat plenty of fruit and veg 

and wash frequently.” 

I recently watched a programme on the 
television showing old film of the terrible dust 
storms which happened in America in the 
1930s.  Lives, crops and livelihoods, were 
destroyed, and although the problem may have 
been caused by man and years of drought, 
there was no defence against nature.  People 
tried to prevent the dust getting into their lungs, 
by wearing masks, but many died, including 
many children.  They literally were dark days, 
as the dust often blocked out the sun. 

Dark time indeed, but there is always faith 
and hope that things will get better, so it was 

“When the war is over.” 

“When the rains come.” 

“When we get a vaccine.” 

and a resilience, and although we may not 
always be able to see them, there are smiles 
behind the masks.  Plenty of them have. 

Have a good Christmas and New Year,                                   
and take care, 

    Wendy Meredith 

 

‘TRIBUTE TO MY DAD’ 

from Louise Whatton 

When I was asked to contribute a second article to this edition 
of Grapevine I thought long and hard and decided that I would 
like to use the unexpected opportunity to pay tribute to my 
Dad, John Bowler, who passed away in February this year.  

Many of you will be familiar with John’s drawings which 
appeared from time to time on the front of the Grapevine 
magazine and also often featured on the front of Connexion, 
the magazine of his own church, Wombourne URC.  

What you might not know about John is that, particularly in his 
later years, when ill health meant that he could no longer 
spend long periods of time drawing, he increasingly turned his 
attention to writing poetry. The inspiration for his poems came 
from the everyday things that were dear to him and surrounded 
him, such as nature, his garden, friends and family and his 
faith.  He also wrote many poems that reflected his love of 
sport - the changing fortunes of Wolverhampton Wanderers 
over the last few years were charted in detail - and his interest 
in current affairs led to many verses devoted to the twists and 
turns of the Brexit debate following the Referendum in 2016!   

John was an optimist and liked to find humour in everyday 
situations.  Many of his poems reflect this so I thought I would 
share with you two short humorous ones and The Gardener’s 
Friend, a poem about the robin.  

Troublesome Toothpaste 

When buying a new tube of toothpaste, ‘tis my resolution, 
with use, to gently push the paste from bottom to top with 
careful concentration. 
But no matter how hard I try, I confess, 
I always forget, and end up with a rolled-up tube and a 
mess! 

John Bowler 

Anon 

In my “Poetry Please”, I find some poems by Anon. 
Who is this person with no name?  It must be someone. 
Is he or she famous, or someone out of the blue? 
I’d like to solve the mystery, wouldn’t you? 

John Bowler 

The Gardener’s Friend 

Step into the garden to dig or hoe it, 
And a friend appears before you know it. 
A beady eye and nimble feet, 
Combine to search where spade and soil 
meet 
For food, not discernible to the human eye, 
Lots of small worms our friend will spy. 
A flap of wing and a splash of red, 
Reveals the little bird with a cheeky turn of head. 
So tame and almost controllable, 
Christmas card favourite is why many find the robin so 
lovable. 

John Bowler 

Thank you Louise - John’s church drawings appeared on the cover of 
Grapevine until we started having colour covers, recently.    Some of them   

are below, even the new ‘mini-tower’ at Bobbington!   Olly 
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KNOW YOUR CATHEDRALS 

            (a)                          (b) 

   (c)                (d) 

    (e)          (f) 

        (g)         (h)   

Entries by 4 January, please, to  johnpike1931@outlook.com 
 

A nice bottle of wine awaits the winner   . . .    Good Luck! 
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ZOOM A NEW TOOL 
The weekend in which the clocks went back marked our 26

th
 family 

‘Zoom’ meeting.  These started in late March, as did many families 
and friends when lockdown first began, as a means of 
maintaining contact. 

It was fun getting used to the new technology and soon we were 
comfortable with it.  Initially each `Bubble` set a quiz for the others.  
The questions were wide ranging, suitable for ages 9 - 79 years.  
Even the children were responsible for setting some question 
rounds.  Subjects included: general knowledge, logos, emoji, 
maths, spelling bee, flags, geography, anagrams plus many 
more.   We soon settled into a routine of our eldest daughter, Clare, 
setting the questions with an occasional `Escape Room` or game of 
Bingo to give a bit of variety.  The Escape Room ones proved to 
be particularly intriguing. 

The Zoom family fun sessions are a really great way to enable 
all the family to chat together as if we`re in the same room.  We 
celebrated four birthdays, wearing party hats and eating our own 
party food, together but apart.  It reminded me of what it must 
be like to have family far away or abroad and how limited contact 
there must be. 

The Covid19 pandemic has resulted in us having far more 
regular contact with our family than previously.  Children 
checking up on us oldies every day to know that we were 
keeping safe and well or managing to get our shopping 
delivered.  Hugs and kisses were greatly missed though. 

As the lockdown was eased we were able to meet a few times 
with our nearest family, in the garden and socially distanced, but 
sadly this has all changed again.  Clare is in Tier 3 in South 
Yorkshire and Helen Tier 2 Sutton Coldfield now, who knows for 
how long.  And my sister in Wales is very much restricted to 
staying local with no visitors. 

As the Winter approaches and we have cold gloomy days ahead, 
unlike the first lockdown where we could enjoy the outdoors and 
look forward to Summer, I`m sure we will continue to enjoy our 
weekly family Zoom meetings, possibly for a further six months. 

Our prayers are especially important now, to support the NHS 
and researchers working so hard towards finding a vaccine.  
Everyone of us has a role to play in suppressing this virus and if 
we all play our part together the reunions will be worth it. 

   Jan Glover and family 

 

A POEM ABOUT ‘HUGS’ 

If I'm ever feeling down or sometimes in a muddle ...                      
there is simply nothing better than the comfort of a cuddle! 

They make you feel all warm inside, calm and all aglow …              
we really should have more of them so that everyone will know!!! 

They have a certain magic that comes from deep within …            
that can melt the coldest of our hearts and let love filter in. 

They soothe by just that contact of being close together …          
so tender and so gentle with the softness of a feather. 

And then there is the bear hug that you feel right in your core!!    
it makes you grin from ear to ear and leaves your bones quite 
sore! 

So you have a giggle and a laugh … and then you hug some 
more ...! 

And before you know it, just like that,                               
you're you again once more!!! 

Joanna Long 
NOTE:  Joanna you have been included with the Editorial Committee!  It was 
because of the hugs in your poem and the hugs in Jan’s article above!! 

CONGRATULATIONS  

to 

 John and Doreen 

pictured celebrating their  

D I A M O N D                         

W E D D I N G 

A N N I V E R S A R Y 

Family tree 

At a drinks party at a wealthy golf club, 
the conversation turned to the subject of 
ancestry.  “Of course, we trace our family 
back to coming over with William the 
Conqueror,” observed one lady with 
satisfaction.  She turned to a second 
woman, who was new to the club, and 
asked, “What about you dear? Can you 
go back very far?” 
“Not very far,” came the reply. “You see, 
all the early family records were lost in the 
Flood.” 

Don’t worry 

A little boy was told that he should try and 
be good, and that he could ask God for 
help with this.  So he prayed: “Lord, 
please make me good, if you can.  But if 
you can’t, don’t worry about it.  I’m having 
a real good time like I am.” 

One out of Ten 

A Sunday school class was studying 
the Ten Commandments. The 
teacher asked if anyone could recite 
one from memory. Susie raised her 
hand, stood tall, and quoted, “Thou 
shall not take the covers off the 
neighbour’s wife.” 
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Christmas Sporting Quiz 
 

1  Football.   England won the World Cup in 1966.    Who was the manager? 

2  What is Ian Botham’s middle name? 

3  Sandy Park is the home of which Rugby Club? 

4  Tennis.   England has Wimbledon, France has .........    America has ......... 

5  Speedway.   Which team is known as the Aces? 

6  Lewis Hamilton has beaten Michael Schumacher’s record.    How many wins? 

7  What was Wolves name before they became Wolverhampton Wanderers? 

8  Billy Wright was married to Joy Beverley.   Can you name her two sisters? 

9  Horse Racing.   Where is the St Ledger run every year? 

10 What year did Himley Cricket Club go to Lords for the Village Cup Final? 

 

Entries by 4  January, please, to  

johnpike1931@outlook.com 

There is a prize for the winner, good luck  

 

And finally ANOTHER QUIZ from John 

Arthur Benbow 1932 -2020 

Arthur was a long-standing member of the Friday 
Men’s  Luncheon Club.  He was instantly 
recognisable for his upright stature and smart 
appearance.   He always arrived dressed in a shirt, 
tie and smart jacket or suit.  This was apparently from 
his days in the Army, which he joined as a teenager. 

Arthur and Gwendoline were happily married for              
40 years.   Arthur was always a keen family man, 
especially proud of his three children, Stuart, Trudy 
and Melanie and his grandchildren.   He would often 
share their achievements and show us photos of 
them.  He was proud of his grandchildren being first- 
aiders at Wolves, where their expertise saved lives. 

Arthur had been a locksmith in his professional 
career.   He had a great mathematical mind and this 
came in very useful when he played darts.  He loved 
all sports, especially snooker, boxing and football. 

Arthur had a fine singing voice, inherited from his 
mother.   He often sang to us at the lunches, never 
forgetting the words.  A recording of Arthur singing 
was played at his funeral.  He enjoyed watching 
opera on the television, though his singing choice 
was either hymns or popular songs. 

Arthur will be missed.   He was always cheery and 
courteous, never forgetting  to thank the cooks and 
helpers, a popular member of the group. 

    Anne Lannaway 

And John’s final quiz completes the contributions from the Editorial Committee 

 A CALENDAR 
January brings the snow, makes our feet and 
fingers glow 

February brings the rain, thaws the frozen lakes 
again 

March brings breezes loud and shrill, stirs the 
dancing daffodil 

April brings the primrose sweet, scatters daisies 
at our feet 

May brings flocks of pretty lambs, skipping by 
their fleecy dams 

June brings tulips, lilies, roses, fills the children’s 
hands with posies 

Hot July brings cooling showers, apricots and 
gillyflowers 

August brings the sheaves of corn, then the 
harvest home is borne 

Warm September brings the fruit, sportsmen then 
begin to shoot 

Fresh October brings the pheasant, then to 
gather nuts is pleasant 

Dull November brings the blast, then the leaves 
are whirling fast 

Chill December brings the sleet, blazing fire and 
Christmas treat.                                          
       P P 

This really bring back memories for a lot of us ‘oldies’ 

mailto:johnpike1931@outlook.com
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The Christmas period is now upon us, and this year it 
looks and feels very different from any Christmas we 
might ever have experienced.  In November, we 
moved as a country into a new lock down.   Having 
rediscovered some degree of the freedoms we had 
once unthinkingly enjoyed over summer, I understand 
when some of us might be feeling we are slowly being 
dragged back towards the deeply worrying days of 
March and April.   Sadly,Covid-19 remains with us. 

While the times in which we find ourselves living may 
indeed be trying, I hope many of you are able to enjoy 
this festive season.  We have sought to keep positive 
and festive across the Parish throughout Advent, and 
I hope you have been able to join in with some of the 
socially distanced activities that harken back to our 
finest hour as a community - in May with VE Day 
celebrations.  This includes a Community Christmas 
Lights Switch-on from our homes, Community Christmas 
cards, and a festive sing-along.   Hopefully this provides 
a sense of the generous Christmas and Community 
spirit our village is well-known for. 

Christmas is always a special time of year, where we 
see family, crowd round dinner tables, and enjoy time 
with friends.  This year, while we are social distancing 
and unable to meet others outside of our own 
households yet again, we can still retain that special 
closeness.  Many of us might look forward to special 
phone calls with loved ones or having our first ‘zoom’ 
family Christmas.   We can still take a moment out of 
our days to see our neighbours, especially those living 
alone or shielding, and spread that cheer that is more 
important to us now than ever before. 

This message of festive cheer is all the more important 
for the current circumstances.   With the resurgence 
of Covid-19  in communities right across the country, 
we must also restate the commitments so many of us 
made early on in this pandemic:  

to watch over and support the most         
vulnerable members of our community.  

This means checking on neighbours, offering to do 
some shopping, collecting a prescription, or simply 
being friendly - these days a smile, even behind a 
mask, goes a long way. 

Once more, Wombourne’s very own Community 
Assistance Group remain on hand to assist wherever 
this becomes necessary.  We hope this remains 
unnecessary, but we will not drop our guard over 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

what could be a long winter for some.   This extensive 
group of dedicated and truly wonderful people, who 
reside in every corner of our Parish, display the very 
best of our community.   Many of you will have retained 
the essential contact details we sent round in 
newsletters to every home earlier this year, and should 
any of you feel the need to reach out for support, they 
are there for you to use. 

On a more upbeat note, it is lovely to see the variety 
of ways people are celebrating the season in such 
innovative ways - I am very pleased to have been 
judging the Christmas Window competition again this 
year.   While the times are difficult, it is so uplifting to 
see the range of businesses across the village helping 
to keep smiles on faces, especially children, by 
decorating windows despite the trying times. 

Similarly, Remembrance Sunday is always a big day 
in our calendar, and I well remember gazing out over 
a packed congregation as I gave a reading at last 
year’s service.  This year, like so much, it was simply 
impossible to mark this important occasion in the 
same way.   Nonetheless, it was an honour to represent 
the village in laying a wreath at the war memorial, and I 
was very pleased this event could still be shared with 
our residents who feel so deeply about remembering 
our fallen heroes via social media.   This is testament 
to our inventiveness and enthusiasm that this village, 
and our County, is renowned for.   As I laid the wreath 
this year, I could not help but feel we are remembering 
a very many more modern and civilian heroes, as 
well as loved ones, of all sorts, we may have lost. 

Please continue to look after one another, enjoy the 
company you can keep, in the settings you can keep, 
and continue to follow the guidance set out by the 
Government.   I very much hope that 2021 is brighter 
than 2020. 

All that remains for me to say is 
stay safe, stay well and spread 
happiness wherever you can. 
Have a wonderful, fulfilling and 
very happy Christmas, followed by 
a happy and prosperous New 
Year. 

 Daniel Kinsey 
 Chairman 
 Wombourne Parish Council 

If any of the churches in the Smestow Vale Area supports any ministry in Africa, this may be of interest 

 Eritrea  - more Christians arrested as others are released 

Release International can confirm a total of 69 Christian prisoners of faith have now been released in Eritrea - 
while five more have been arrested.   Release partners say that many have been long-term prisoners.   One 
has been behind bars for 16 years.   None has ever been sent to trial. 

When news of their release broke in Eritrea, many Christians took to the streets to celebrate - prompting 
another round of arrests.  The authorities seized five women who stepped outside to pray and rejoice at the news. 

“These were mothers,” says Release International’s Eritrean partner, Dr Berhane Asmelash.   “One is a 
mother of five. They were cheering from the roadside - and arrested on the spot.” 

Dr Berhane estimates some 300 Christian prisoners of faith remain in the country - held indefinitely without 
charge or ever having been sent for trial.   Prisoners face hardship, illness and malnutrition.   Most of the 
prisons don’t even have toilet facilities. 

“Eritrea has been likened to the North Korea of Africa,” says Release International CEO Paul Robinson.   “It 
began its crackdown on churches in 2002.”                                                                                                                                           
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Old Joe 

He was very much respected in the village 
where we lived 
and affectionately known as ‘Old Joe’ 
- even though he wasn’t very old. 
Most village men died young in those days. 
Long winter nights spent tending sheep on 
frozen hillsides did not help 
Bronchitis and consumption took their toll -, 
as did the dreaded leprosy. 
 
Old Joe was a man of principle and guts,  
who never let his family down. 
He loved his girl-friend Mary to distraction,  
Then she got pregnant when she wasn’t even wed, 
But Joe he stood by her, he supported her  
and loved her just the same. 
 
Well Mary was my mother, as you might have 
guessed 
And as I grew up she told me her strange tale 
of how I was conceived,  
Not by Old Joe, but by the Lord. 
Then slowly I realised as I became a man 
I was Son of God, and not the son of Joe. 
 
But Joe was quite amazing in the way he treated 
me. 
He was not my proper father, but he became my 
Dad, 
My loving friend, protector, providing for my needs. 
He taught me how to read and write and even to 
do sums. 
But best of all he taught me carpentry, a trade I 
learned to love. 
We had so many happy years together. 
Then suddenly he died. 
 
I was blown apart, distraught -  
How could my Heavenly Father deprive me of my 
Dad. 
Why, Joe was such a good man who always 
honoured God 
He took me to the Synagogue so that I could learn 
about God and all His ways. 
I had to turn to Mom to comfort me  
A loving soul she seemed to understand 
 
Many men and women through the years, have 
faced the pain of losing their beloved Dad and 
feeling that their God had let them down. 
But I can sympathise since I once trod that 
dreadful road and knew the pain of separation 
from ’Old Joe’. 
So if despair or even desperation fills your soul  
just lean on me for comfort - as I leaned on mom. 
Don’t forget that I’ve been there  
and I know just what it’s like. 
 

    Tony Hart 

THE MAN WHO MARRIED MARY 

The traditional Nativity scene on our Christmas   
cards has Mary with the Holy Babe.  Around her are 
the shepherds and Magi.  We may also see stable 
animals, angels and a star!  While Joseph is often 
included, his presence seems to be of minor 
importance. 

After all, we praise God for Jesus with our familiar 
Christmas carols, mentioning angels, shepherds, 
Wise Men and Mary but the name of Joseph is 
absent!  Why is Joseph given a low profile?  For he 
is a man to be remembered. 

Joseph was a resident of Nazareth.  He worked as 
a carpenter and his skills would have included 
making furniture, repairing buildings and crafting 
agricultural tools.  Although Joseph had an 
honourable profession, he would not have been a 
man of great wealth. 

The gospel writers Matthew and Luke give Joseph a 
few brief mentions.  After the birth of Jesus, Joseph 
and Mary go to the temple in Jerusalem to dedicate 
the Baby to God.  Afterwards, they flee into Egypt to 
escape the wrath of Herod and much later return to 
Nazareth.  Twelve years later, Mary and Joseph go 
with Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. 
Here they lose Jesus, only to find Him in the Temple 
talking with religious leaders! 

Apart from these verses, the New Testament is 
silent about the rest of Joseph’s life.  However, we 
do know that Joseph was father to other children by 
Mary.  His four sons are named, and they had at 
least two daughters. 

 
(See Matthew 13:55) 

And we also know that Joseph was someone who 
quietly and humbly took on the awesome role in 
caring for the early life of the Son of God.  Joseph 
would have taught Jesus many things - not just the 
skills of a craftsman, but the lore of the countryside 
which was evident in our Lord’s teaching.  Jesus 
grew up within a loving family and described God as 
‘Father’, knowing also the good fatherly qualities of 
Joseph. 

In the Christmas story, Joseph is placed into a 
situation that brought him misunderstanding and 
suspicion.  But Joseph remained faithful in the 
knowledge that as long as God had spoken, the 
opinion of others mattered little.  Before Jesus 
began His ministry, it is believed that Joseph died.  
It is likely Jesus took on many of His father’s 
responsibilities before He left home. 

In the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody.  He 
was not a man of valour, fame and fortune.  But he 
was the one who had parental responsibility for the 
greatest person who has ever lived! 

It is sad that we often equate ordinariness with 
ineffectiveness.  Down the ages, God has used 
many ordinary people to accomplish great things. 
God continues to use ordinary people.  Like Joseph, 
we need to know that doing God’s will is the most 
important thing in life.  May we, this Christmas, 
respond to God’s call to us and please Him in all 
that we do.   

       P P 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER  
Church Services in Wombourne 2020 

 
This is a planned list of services in December, subject to changes in Government regulations.   Please check 
individual church websites.  All services will need to be pre-booked to comply with Covid-19 regulations. 
 

Common Road Methodist Church       www.wolverhamptoncircuit.co.uk/wombourne-methodist-church 

Carol Service       24
th
 @ 6.30pm     online  

Christmas Morning Service     25
th
 @ 10.30am        online 

Kingsway                                           www.kingsway-church.co.uk  

Carol Service       20
th
 @ 4.30 pm  online 

Christmas Day Praise       25
th
 @ 10.30am    online 

                                           via website and You-tube under ‘Kingsway Church Wombourne’ 

St. Bernadette’s RC Church            www.rcwlvwest.com  

4
th
 Sunday of Advent Mass     20

th
 @ 9am 

Christmas Day Mass      25
th
 @ 9am 

St. Benedict Biscop C of E Church    www.stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

Holy Communion      20
th
 @ 8am and 10.30am 

Crib Service       24
th
 @ 4pm  online 

Christmas Day Communion    25
th
 @ 8am and 10.30am 

        No Venerable Bede Services   

United Reform Church          www.smestowbrookgrouppastorateurc.org.uk 

Tree Festival Service     13
th
 @ 10.45am 

Carols of Praise      20
th
 @ 10.45am 

Christmas Day      25
th
 @ 10.45am 

 

The village Christmas Tree Festival is going virtual this year. If you would like to be involved details                              
can be found at www.wombournechristmastreefestival.co.uk (going live on 1 December) 

Christmas Message from Churches Together 

CHRISTMAS CAKE FOR BREAKFAST . . .  !? 
 
‘If you want cake for breakfast, have it!’  I read this week.   Apparently during these difficult times, diets should be 
put on furlough.   That was a great comfort to me because after 25 December 25, I usually have Christmas cake 
for breakfast until it’s all gone.  I’m assuming that we will still enjoy Christmas cake this Advent season although, 
as I write this, we are not sure what else? 
 
Each of us have different constituent elements which, for us, make up Christmas. I wonder what yours are?  And 
how many of those different things do you have to lose before it’s no longer Christmas . . . ?     
 
For me, as a Christian, ‘Xmas’ is no longer Christmas.  When Christ has been taken out of the season, it becomes just 
another holiday rather than the time when we celebrate the birth of God’s son in Bethlehem.  I remember reading 
one comment on social media, ‘They’re even trying to bring religion into Christmas now!’ it said.  I’m very happy 
to leave religion out of Christmas but not Christ - after all, it is his birthday.  In fact, I wouldn’t want to leave Christ 
out of any season of life because He promises to bring  -  
 

Peace: that’s what the angels who sang at his birth said. 
Joy: that’s what the shepherds who visited the stable were promised. 
Love: love is what God is - “God is love”.   

So, when I have Christ in my Christmas - and in every other season of life - I have peace, joy and love.   And it’s 
divine peace, joy and love.  That article I referred to earlier, which said, ‘If you want cake for breakfast, have it!’ 
also suggested making a fried egg sandwich dripping with HP sauce at 10 pm if it brings you comfort during these 
difficult times.  

May I suggest you could also try putting Christ into your Christmas?                                                                                            
He brings peace, joy and love and we all need those right now! 

 
       Pastor John Price, Kingsway Church 

 

 

http://www.wolverhamptoncircuit.co.uk/wombourne-methodist-church
http://www.kingsway-church.co.uk
http://www.rcwlvwest.com
http://www.stbenedictbiscop.org.uk
http://www.smestowbrookgrouppastorateurc.org.uk
http://www.wombournechristmastreefestival.co.uk


PHOTOGRAPHS FROM URC (see page 18) 

ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH - REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

PUMPKINS WITH A DIFFERENCE AT BODENHAM ARBORETUM 


