The Smestow Vale Team Ministry
St Benedict Biscop and the Venerable Bede

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family
Sunday 13th December
3rd Sunday of Advent
God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah
The servant of the LORD said: The spirit of the Lord
GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives,and release to the prisoners; to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to
provide for those who mourn in Zion – to give them a
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined
cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the
LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I
will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them. Their
descendants shall be known among the nations, and
their offspring among the peoples; all who see them
shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the
LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the
nations.
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
John the Baptists’ ministry of preparation.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was

John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the
testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not
the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you
Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He
answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do
you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of
the Lord,”’ as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had
been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do
not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place
in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
John 1:6-8, 19-28
A Reflection from Susan Williams
I remember when young, joining my dad in a Good
Friday Procession of Witness in Middlesbrough.
Wombourne Churches have a Procession of Witness too.
Children holding up banners they have just made, lead
families and friends around the cricket green and on up
to the Service on Windmill Bank -where many others join
in.

On this 3rd Sunday of Advent we remember John the
Baptist who ‘came as a witness to testify to the light’ and
to prepare the way for Jesus , the one God sent to be the
Saviour of the world. When John was 8 days old, folk
were surprised when he was not named Zechariah after
his dad, but called John (in Hebrew-‘God is gracious.’) At
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his birth, Zechariah had prophesied over him; ‘you
child…will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.’
The first thing we are told about him in today’s
Gospel, is that he was named John. Like John, we too
are ‘called by name,’ to be witnesses to Christ the
light of the world. God sent John, then He sent Jesus,
now God sends us. As well as witnessing within the
encouragement of a procession, day-to-day life also
presents us with chances to witness to Jesus.
John took his call humbly and seriously and in order
to prepare himself, lived very simply in the silence of
the desert. There he was able to hear what God was
saying to him without distractions.

This ‘lock-down’ Advent, as we prepare to welcome
our Saviour at Christmas, perhaps we can take this
opportunity of unexpected time. Silence, a safely-lit
candle, a Bible passage and an openness to God in
prayer, may be a good way to prepare ourselves to
be witnesses of Jesus.
Susan
Prayers for the Third Week of Advent
Sunday
Pray that we may make a straight way for Jesus in
our lives and in our hearts. (John 1: 23b)
Monday
Pray for wisdom for those negotiating a settlement
of the European trade talks.
Tuesday
Pray that we may seek to heal our suffering planet by
eliminating causes of global warming.
Wednesday
Pray for those in hospitals and care homes: the first
to receive the new vaccine.
Thursday
Pray for all medical staff, working tirelessly to
administer the vaccine.
Friday
Pray for students returning home for Christmas.
Saturday
pray that the R-number will continue to go down.
Please remember those who have asked for our
prayers
Lisa, Morgan, Margaret Ward, Joy Waistell, Sarah
Aldridge, Jane, Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,
Tony Bridgewater, Joan Edwards and Carl Baker.
Those who have died
Christine Brown, Kevin Tanner, John Fogarty,
Iris Pardoe, Michael Concannon, Jeanette Owen,
Veronica Waterworth and Michael Waldron.
Please send requests for prayers to the Parish Office.

Advent 4 at St Benedict’s in Tier 3
St Benedict’s will be open for private prayer through out
the week. Next Sunday there will be:
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion.
Don’t forget that restrictions are still in place so it is very
important to book with Hilary on 01902 892856 or by
email hilmoore@gmail.com. Please telephone by 12noon
on Saturday. There will be a service led by Paul on
Facebook and on You Tube this Sunday.
From the Government Guidelines
In Church “, you must not mingle with anyone outside of
your household or support bubble.”
“A household is a person or a group of people who live
together in the same accommodation.”
“A support bubble is where a single adult living alone, or a
single parent with children under 18, can form an
exclusive network with one other household where social
distancing does not have to be observed.”
“The 2 households that form a support bubble count as
one household for the purposes of this guidance.”

Christmas Lights and the Food Bank
Thank you all those who have sponsored the Christmas
lights and who brought donations for the Well food bank
He were very grateful for the variety and quantity of our
gifts.
Christmas cards
Due to the continuing Covid 19 restrictions and the advice
on the handling of paper please do not leave
Christmas Cards for collection in church.
Zoom Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 22nd December at 8.00pm for 35 minutes
Please contact Sue Watson if you would like to join.

Christmas Services.
A Carol Service, the Crib Service and Midnight Mass will
be on Facebook and You Tube
On Christmas Morning it is essential to book for the
8.00am and 10.30am Communion Services
There will be a 10.30am Parish Communion on the 27th.
Please come to either Christmas morning or on the 27th
to make your Christmas Communion.

