
St Benedict Biscop and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday 31st January 

Celebrating Candlemas 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  

 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, 
he himself likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who 
all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 
For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but 
the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, 
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of         
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to 
help those who are being tested.  

Hebrews 2.14-18  

 

Joseph and Mary give thanks for their child in the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

When the time came for their purification according 
to the law of Moses, they brought him up to  

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law,  
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Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your    
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for  
glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and 
mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her   
husband seven years after her marriage, then as a      
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the    
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had 
finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favor of God was upon him.  

Luke 2.22-40  

  

A Reflection on  Candlemas  by Susan Williams 

 

While waiting for Evensong to begin in the chapel of 

 Iyi Enu Hospital, Nigeria, a power cut struck and our 
Chaplain asked those with Tilley lamps to go and fetch 
them. With the chapel now bathed in light, he  

announced the first hymn, ‘The people that in darkness 
sat a glorious light have seen ’! At the time it made us 
chuckle, but wonderful words with which to focus upon 
Candlemas. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, 

light of the  nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us. 

 and present us pure and holy 

to your heavenly Father, 

your God, and our God. Amen. 

 



Offering the sacrifice of the poor, Mary and Joseph 
do everything possible to fulfil Leviticus 12:8, 'The 
priest shall make an atonement on her behalf, and 
she shall be clean.’ Yet Mary is holding Jesus who will 
make atonement for the sins of the world. They are 
welcomed by Simeon then Anna, also poor, faithful, 
patient and elderly. In this Covid-19 pandemic, the 

meeting of grandparents with their children to share 
the joy of a new baby is no longer guaranteed. 

The Holy Spirit guided Simeon to enter the Temple at 
just the right time to meet the Holy Family. Trusting 
God, he had prayed for this day for many years; now 
God trusts him to hold Him gently in his arms.’ Anna 
arrives praising God. Full of the Joy of the Lord, she 
tells all looking forward to the redemption of  

Jerusalem, about Jesus. Simeon and Anna alert to the 

present, had a vision for the future. Older people 
have the privilege of passing on God’s  story, but the 
young will help them discover it afresh. Simeon  

 describes Jesus as ‘a light to reveal you (God) to the 
nations’, in fact, 'The Light of the World.’ But Jesus 
he has to prepare for his destiny, so at home in  

Nazareth, he gains strength and wisdom and God 
favours him –like he does each one of us. As the Holy 
Spirit is overwhelmingly active in all that happens in 
today’s Gospel, we are challenged to be open to His 
guiding and power, so that we may take the life and 
light of Jesus to others. 

                             Susan 

 

Prayers for Candlemas 

 

Sunday 

Pray that Jesus Christ may be a light and salvation for 
all people.  (Luke 2: 30-32) 

Monday 

Pray for vaccine manufacturers, that setbacks in 

production may be avoided. 

Tuesday 

Pray that the vaccines may reach vulnerable people 
with learning difficulties quickly. 

Wednesday 

Pray for trading relations between the UK and the 
rest of the world. 

Thursday 

Pray for those seriously ill in hospital, and those  

caring for them. 

Friday 

Pray for trade across the Irish Sea following Brexit 
decisions. 

Saturday 

Pray for Her Majesty the Queen on the 69th  

anniversary of her Accession. 

 

 

Please remember those who have asked for our prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Margaret Ward, Joy Waistell,  Jane,  

Sarah Aldridge,  Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,       

Joan Edwards and Carl Baker. 

 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 
 

Those who have died 

  Brenda Hunt, Sonya Taylor, Elizabeth Ryman and         

Trevor Kirk. 

 

Lockdown and our Church 
It was with great reluctance due to the rising  

infection rate in all the parishes of our Team Ministry we 
are still suspending  public worship on  

Sundays. There will be a service for the Candlemas  on 
Facebook and YouTube. (PS we could do with more likes!) 

 

St Benedict’s will remain open for private  

prayer. 

 

Stewardship Envelopes 

Nigel Welch has prepared the new envelopes for 2021.   
As the Church is closed he will deliver these to you during 

the next week.  Please  use the new Yellow envelopes 
from Sunday 7th February  

We are very grateful for your continuing support of our 
mission in Wombourne. During these difficult times many 

donors have converted to Standing Order, which has 
been very much  appreciated.  If anyone would like to 

change to or start a Standing Order, or to join the         
envelope scheme, or has changed any personal details, 

would they let  Nigel Welch know ASAP please. 

 Contact: 01902 324111, womwelch@hotmail.com    

 

Christian Aid 

Each year Christian Aid provides the Go and Do 

 action points for each of the daily reflections – linking 
into the important work of Christian Aid in the relief of 

poverty and advocacy of justice. 

 

  


