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Editorial from Olly C 

I hope you all managed to spend some quality time with your family and 
friends before this current lock-down started.   It is really quite frightening 
the way the coronavirus is now so rampant throughout the whole of the 
United Kingdom - it is also hard to equate the numbers of people testing 
positive, the numbers of people in hospital, and the numbers of people 
dying - actual people, ones that we have seen in the street, in the shops, 
and even in church.   And now the death count is over 100,000. 

I hope that you will find something in this edition of Grapevine to put a smile 
on your face, or even give you a chuckle!, starting with ‘a smile and a 
shiver’ in respect of the front cover - a ‘reasonably local’ frosty scene, and 
another ‘reasonably local’ back cover photograph, but this one a sunny 
snowy scene, which still makes me shiver!    And they are just like the 
weather we have been experiencing at the moment - each day seems 
different, and each gives pleasure in a different way. 

After clearing snow from my drive on two or three occasions now, I have 
made a pact, with myself, that I am going to make a snowman.   There 
should be enough snow, and I can work crossways across the drive so as 
not to spoil the virgin snow.   I will take a photograph when I have finished.   

I have tried to give you a variety of ‘fillers’, and one article, an original copy 
of an article by Inge Roberts, which first appeared in the Parish News 
probably about 30 perhaps even 40 years ago.   Barbara, our previous 
editor, sorted out the copy and sent it by post - fortunately it got to me just 
in time to type up for this edition!   You will find it on page 22 and it would be 
interesting if anyone, who is a midwife now, would like to send their thoughts 
on the differences between  the ’then and now’.   

Those of you who participated in the Cathedral Quiz and Sporting Quiz will 
find the answers on Page 11 - it is always good to have the answers, - thank 
you John, we look forward to the next one this coming Christmas. 

Lent in 2021.   On page 3, Paul has given us a run-down of how we can 
participate in the Lent period this year.   Unfortunately there will be no 
actual Lent groups, but at least we can  - live ‘Live Lent’ - through readings 
and reflections.   I am sure they will be spiritually very fulfilling.   Let us 
hope 2022 is different.   

It would be really nice if one or two of our readers, would give some tips on 
how they are spending their time during lock-down.   A lot of parents are 
taking on the role of teachers;  others are exercising their way to fitness, which 
seems a bit extreme;  some are doing home improvements and decorating;  
and then there is reading, sewing, knitting and crocheting - it will be 
interesting to just read the articles and decide if that is going to be ‘OK for 
me’.    I prefer walking, to jogging, and am really looking forward to seeing 
all the gardens in spring.    Take care and stay safe.                      Olly 
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I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E S 

DEADLINE    April / May issue 

5 March 2021                

  DISTRIBUTION:  From last Thursday in month 

prior to publication date (after 11.30 pm)           

In His love He clothes us, enfolds us and embraces us; that tender love completely surrounds us, never to 
leave us.  He is everything that is good - Julian of Norwich 

What we look for does not come to pass.   God finds a way for what none foresaw 

 

Lent 2021, starts on Ash Wednesday,17 February, 
through to Thursday 1 April (Maundy Thursday) 

Lasting  40 days (not including Sundays) it represents 
the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness.   
This period is a time of quiet reflection, fasting and 
penance in preparation for the resurrection, this year, on 
Easter Sunday, 4 April 2021. 

Although it is impossible to have our usual Lent 
Groups again this year, I hope that we can all follow 
the recommended course from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, opening our hearts and minds to the 
spiritual message of Lent. 

 

READINGS 

Live Lent: ‘God's Story, Our Story” is the Church of 
England's recommendation for Lent 2021.   ‘God’s  
Story, Our Story’ invites each of us to reflect on our 
own story of God, and how we might share it through 
our everyday lives as part of our Christian witness. 

It encourages us to take a fresh look at how we share 
our faith, exploring how Jesus and his first followers 
shared the good news of God's love by inviting, 
listening and responding to others. 

 

REFLECTIONS 

From Ash Wednesday (17 February) to Easter 
Sunday (4 April), there will be six reflections for each 
week of Lent, 

 ·        Catching Up with God 

 ·        Stories of Transformation 

 ·        Communicating like Jesus 

 ·        Sharing the Story 

 ·        Listening for Echoes 

 ·        Being Found by Jesus 1 

 ·        Easter Day “I have seen the Lord!” 

  

The booklet includes a 
short Bible passage, a 
reflection, a prayer and  
an accompanying action - 
drawn from the 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Lent Book 
2021,  ‘Living His Story’: 
sharing the extraordinary 
love of God in ordinary 
ways by Hannah Steele 
(SPCK).                                  Paul 

READING AND REFLECTIONS THROUGHOUT LENT 

It has been 12 months since we were able to deliver a printed 
copy of Grapevine to all subscribers, because of the Covid 19 
situation.   It is unlikely this will change in the near future. 

Subscriptions paid for 2020 magazines will automatically be 
transferred to the 2021 editions so that no payment for the 
current year needs to be made.  Naturally those readers who 
did not pay the full subscription last year will need to pay for 
any printed copies they receive this year.  We hope that it will 
soon be ‘business as usual’, but in the meantime digital copies 
will continue to be sent out to all who request a copy.    

Please contact Maxine in the Parish Office if you would like to 
receive a copy - office@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

February/March Grapevine due out 29 January 2021 

 

S T O P  
 

P R E S S 
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Churches Count                                                
on Nature 

 
In 2020 we were not able to get together, so we are 
very much looking forward to hearing about how you 
are celebrating churchyards in 2021.    For several 
years we have been running a dedicated celebratory 
week highlighting the wildlife, heritage and history 
that they contain and every bit as importantly, the 
fantastic people who look after them.  This takes 
place in the 2

nd
 week of June, taking in the weekend 

at either end.    In 2021 it is Saturday 5
 
June until 

Sunday 13 June. 
The week started off as 
Cherishing Churchyards 
Week, but many Cemetery 
Friends groups contacted us 
to ask if they might join in, 
so we changed the name to 
Love Your Burial Ground 
Week, making it clear that 
they could.  Now we’re 
expanding, in partnership 
with the Church of England 
and A Rocha, to 
include Churches Count on 
Nature. 

Together we are asking that 
churches use Love Your 
Burial Ground Week as a 

springboard to start recording the wildlife within their 
churchyards.   So, if you fancy running a wildlife 
spotting event then please join in.  

So, what type of event should we run? 

That is completely up to you, it could be a children’s 
activity looking at leaves or bugs;   a couple of 
birdwatchers seeing what they can spot;   or a large 
event, with experts helping to reveal the hidden wonders 
of nature within your churchyard.   A few years ago 
we ran an event of this type at St Michael’s in Lichfield 
and as a result of this, and other surveys, they now 
have a list of over 1,000 species found within that 
churchyard. 

What shall we do with the lists of things we see? 

Please send them to us.  You can put them straight 
onto our iRecord system, send them by email or put a 
list in the post.    Just make sure you get them to us 
somehow! 

Why tell us in February? 

Please register your interest now at 
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-of-interest-

in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/.         

If you want advice or some financial support we may 
be able to help, so once you have an outline plan, get 
in touch. 
 

 All the best, Harriet Carty 

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor  

harriet@cfga.org.uk, 

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  - individuals and 
groups in the diocese receive 20% members discount 
on all CfGA materials. Use the discount code Lich19 

Five Ways to                                            
Welcome Wildlife 

 
 

January is the time for 
new starts so why not 
try to make your 
churchyard more 
wildlife friendly in 
2021? Here are five 
simple things to try, 
start with one or two. 

1   Create a meadow - choose an area of grass 
in full sun, currently mown short.   Leave it uncut for 
about 14 weeks over the spring and summer.   See how 
many wildflowers come up naturally, you will probably 
be surprised.   Scythe or strim the long grass, rake it 
up and remove it to a compost heap or use it to make 
hay. 

2 Help your veteran trees - churchyards are 
fantastic for veteran trees, particularly yews.   Gently 
clear below veteran and ancient trees, removing 
young saplings, piles of grass cuttings, sheds, grave 
spoil, old bottles and anything else that is there!     
Always remove ivy from yew trees but no need to do 
so from other trees unless advised to by an 
arboriculture expert. 

3 Give wildlife a home  -  great fun for community 
events - how about making bird and bat boxes, bug 
hotels, deadwood piles and compost bays.    Swift 
boxes can fit behind the church tower louvres.   Try   
a range of 
different sized 
bird boxes, 
including open 
fronted ones for 
Spotted Flycatcher  
and Robin.   Place 
a deadwood pile 
in a shady spot 
for frogs, newts, 
slow-worm and 
hedgehogs to 
feast on the 
invertebrates there. 

4 Be a little untidy - leave an area of tussocky 
grassland or scrub, perhaps against a wall or round 
the back.   Cut and clear this every two or three 
years, doing a section each year. This will be fantastic 
shelter and great for overwintering invertebrates as 
well as amphibians and reptiles.    Hedgehogs love 
places like this too.  

5 Plant for pollinators - fill your flowerbeds or 
planters with species that are useful to insects. 
Include native plants and grasses as well as early 
and late flowering plants.   How about some herbs 
which people can enjoy too?   The wildflower Viper’s 
Bugloss is outstanding for pollinators and very 
attractive too.  

Enjoy watching the wildlife which will take advantage 
of these features and please tell us what you see. 
 

  All the best, Harriet Carty 

 

 

Chinch Bug 

http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/
mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
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Zoe Corney finds some have welcomed the changes 
to church life brought about by the pandemic 

2020  … the year that churches all over the country 
had to close the doors on its buildings.   But 2020 
was also the year that we were introduced to new 
ways to worship, with the surge in the provision of 
online and telephone services.  For many who find 
leaving the house difficult, due to poor physical or 
mental health, this abundance of new services has 
meant less isolation in a time when many others 
were, for the first time, feeling cut off from the rest of 
their world. 

As one in the Enabling Church network in the diocese 
said recently: 

“The availability of online prayer, worship 
and study has been life changing for me 
and no doubt thousands of housebound 
people like me.   I've been able to join 
morning prayer, evening prayer and 
Sunday worship once again, and am 
also a member of an online Christian 
discussion group.   I’m sure that they 
have helped me overcome feelings of 
isolation and estrangement, connecting 
me once again with the church 
community which I've missed and within 
which I can fulfil our purpose and give 
and receive love.” 

In a year that was different from any other:  life was 
different;   church was different;   worship was 
different.   Although the physical doors on our church 
buildings were shut for many months, for many 
Christians new doors were opening, as much of the 
church’s life moved online;   many people who are 
housebound, both recently and more long term, have 
been delighted to have access to the worship and 

community of the Church again.   Much energy from 
ministers has been put into establishing practices, 
developing resources and raising skill levels;   and in 
some churches, new volunteers have come forward 
to resource online worship and ministry.  Virtual 
worship has worked well for many Christians with 
statistics showing that one quarter of the UK population 
has taken part in online worship during the last year. 

A survey in our own diocese in the middle of last year 
showed that over 60% of parishes were able to make 
provision for online worship during the first lockdown. 
And our own cathedral in Lichfield is now live-
streaming services three times per day, and regularly 
has online congregations at morning prayer that are 
up to ten times the number that used to attend in 
person.  

For many, the lockdown and the provision of online 
prayer and worship which have come out of it have 
been a major boost to spiritual life. Of course, virtual 
church will never replace Church but the two do sit 
side by side. 

It’s good for the church that we now know that online 
discipleship and fellowship is part of our life. It’s good 
for the church that we can reach people again that we 
had too easily let go of. Perhaps the challenge to 
pose is not one of inclusion but of integration: how 
will our online and offline lives fit together? 

Zoe Corney is part of the diocesan Enabling      
Church team, who also lives with ME.  

The Enabling Church team is part of                     
Transforming Communities Together, a charity 
formed and supported by Lichfield Diocese and 

Church Urban Fund, delegated to support people  
and communities to thrive and flourish  

tctogether.org.uk 

‘Bishop’s Letter’ 

Different life, different church, different worship  

As a New Year begins 

A prayer by Karl Barth (1886 – 1968).  This most prominent Protestant theologian of his time spent much of his life resisting the 
Nazi movement, and so knew a thing or two about entering a New Year undaunted by troubles all around him.  

O Lord, our Father!   At the turn of the year . . . our hearts are filled with sombre thoughts . . . our ears are deafened by the 
voices of the radio and the newspapers, with their numerous predictions for the coming year. Instead we want to hear 
Your word, Your voice, Your assurance, Your guidance.    We know that You are in our midst, and are eager to give us all 
that we need, whether we ask or not. 

We ask for one thing only: that you collect our scattered thoughts, getting rid of the confused and defiant thoughts that 
may distract us, and thus enable us to concentrate on your limitless generosity to us.  You were abundantly generous to 
us last year, and will be no less generous to us next year, and in every year to come.   Fill us with gratitude to you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

So – what do we do as January 2021 closes?  Each one of us CAN do something to make things better, if only in a small 
way.    How about these for some extra New Year Resolutions? 

Firstly, just get regular exercise.  As one professor said, “Exercise creates a virtuous circle of physical and mental well-
being.  You move more, you eat better, you feel positive”.   On the other hand, only a couple of weeks of lying around the 
house will leave your cardiovascular systems less effective, your musculoskeletal system weaker, your metabolic rate 
affected, and your immune system lowered! 

Secondly, adopt the right mental attitude.  Studies of Holocaust survivors found that those who recovered best had certain 
character traits of resilience: optimism, self-esteem, acceptance and above all, spirituality.  A faith in God gave them 
purpose and meaning, even in the midst of fear and death. 
Thirdly, make an effort this year to keep in touch with your friends and keep an eye out for vulnerable neighbours.   Be 

willing to act as a safety net for others, if only to show compassion and a willingness to listen to them.                 
                 P P 
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I am certain that many of you will share the sentiment 
when I say thank goodness 2020 is over - a year none  
of us are ever likely to forget! 

A very happy New Year to the entire Parish, despite 
the continuing trying times.   Perhaps our worst fears 
were realised in the closing weeks of 2020 as the much 
worried-about surge in winter cases materialised with 
a new strain of the virus that causes Covid-19.  While 
everyone can once again be very proud of their part 
in suppressing the virus throughout November, and 
we must acknowledge the new strain could not have 
been foreseen, the result has still sadly led us back to 
greater restrictions as we entered 2021. 

However, despite the gloom that attends news, 
Staffordshire was to move straight to the new Tier 4 
restrictions, there is reason to look out upon this new 
year with hope, and even some expectation of better 
days ahead.   We have been blessed with two 
vaccines that are being rolled out across the country, 
and there may even be a good number of you 
reading this piece who have had your first jab.  This is 
and will remain the good news story of 2021.  Indeed, 
as a famous advert once declared, ‘good things come 
to those who wait’; and boy have we waited! 

I would like to dwell on the vaccine for a moment. 
This effort to produce in one year what would normally 
take around ten is a truly exceptional effort that has 
witnessed the greatest degree of co-operation 
between Governments, science, and humanity.  It is 
extraordinary. 

As such, I want to urge you all to continue to play 
your part in seeing this plague out of our community 
and country. Naturally, this means adhering to all the 
new rules relating to the current lock-down, promoting 
hygiene, wearing masks in public spaces, and 
maintaining social distancing.  It also means shielding 
those at greater risk, avoiding any unnecessary travel 
and no visits family and friends.   Please continue to 
do so. 

Yet more so, there are other actions we should take. 
At the time of writing, we are seeing Community 
Testing return to the village.  I would urge everyone 
to join in with this to ensure we better identify and 
help to prevent the spread of infection.  The vaccine 
gives us another responsibility; to take it as soon as it 
is offered and to urge our friends and family to do the 
same. 

For some, there is concern about what a vaccine will 
do, and even what it is actually for.  I can fully 
understand that for some in society these are legitimate 
concerns.  However, it is sadly also the case that others 
seek to spread malicious falsehoods.  Once more, we 
can all play our part by urging anyone we know that 
may have doubts or concerns to seek out information 
from reputable sources.  If we know of those not yet 
assured, then we must reassure them.  

Please continue to play your part in getting us to the 
2021 we are all so looking forward to. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the community response to 
the pandemic is still a focus of mine. There are so 
many positive stories to tell, and yet so little space or 
time. 

Across the 20, 21 and 22 of December, many of you may 
have seen a certain Father Christmas chaperoned 
around the village by WCAG volunteers.  There are 
simply too many people to thank for ensuring this 
wonderful initiative went ahead this year, bringing 
some much-needed festive cheer to residents young 
and old, but they know who they are and I was so 
thrilled to offer my own support - I supported the 
parade on two of the evenings. 

The Parish Council was also lucky enough to secure 
a small grant that was used to bring a bit of love to 
those elderly residents living alone.  We know too 
well the pain loneliness can cause, and so this grant 
helped to fund the delivery of a Christmas lunch to 
elderly residents living alone.  I would very much like 
to thank The Courtyard of Walker’s Way for their 
fabulous and thoughtful service in making this happen. 

Over the coming months, I would also like to reassure 
you of our continuing community efforts to minimise 
the effects of Covid-19.   Wombourne’s Community 
Assistance Group will continue to monitor the situation 
and respond to any challenges we face as a community.  
As I have said before, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with the Parish Council if you need help or 
advice. 

While the Community Assistance Group has played a 
tremendous part since March, I must also offer my 
heartfelt thanks to our local businesses which have 
continued to trade whenever rules have allowed in a 
way that keeps us safe.  Prior to Christmas, most 
businesses reopened, and this gave a wonderful 
buzz to the village centre as we prepared for 
Christmas.  

Sadly, we have once again seen the closure of all 
non-essential businesses.   Many are still trading 
online, offering click and collect, takeaway or delivery. 
Please continue to support them and your community 
by shopping local. 

I very much look forward to writing 
to you again soon with a more 
positive outlook than we have seen 
for much of 2020.  Once more, stay 
safe, stay well, look after one 
another, and my very best wishes 
for a brighter 2021. 

Daniel Kinsey, 

Chairman 

Wombourne Parish Council 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The financial crisis… 

The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be refilled, public debt should be reduced, the arrogance of 
officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the assistance to foreign lands should be curtailed lest Rome 
become bankrupt.   People must again learn to work, instead of living on public assistance. -
                                                                                                                                                     Cicero, 55 BC   
Nothing changes!!!!  But you can’t please everybody!     
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Two point nine million viewers!      That's how many have watched the YouTube recording of Hugh Bonneville 
telling the story of the famous hymn whose chorus goes, "It is well with my soul".   

It was shown at a Kingsway Christmas service in 2019 and featured in one of our on-line services last year.  
He told, with actors, the story of the Spafford family, tragically torn asunder by a collision at sea.  Horatio Spafford 
had stayed in New York while his wife and four children went before him to Paris to start a new life after his 
business had collapsed following  the Chicago fire.  The ship had sunk, and only his wife Anna survived and was 
rescued.  He took the next ship to go to her, but when the captain offered to stop where his children had drowned 
he declined because the hymn was already formed in his mind - to look upwards, not down - "The sky, not the 
grave is our goal".  Together they agreed that God had spared her life for a purpose, and they found that purpose 
in Jerusalem.  There, with others, they set up an American Colony to relieve poverty in the region, and succeeded in 
winning the trust of Muslims, Jews and Christians alike. 

Their sense of purpose was evidently passed on to their children.   Their adopted son discovered an original 
inscription on the wall of the tunnel built by King Hezekiah to the pool of Siloam.  This is a rare written link to events of 
the books of Kings and Chronicles, and to a site where Jesus healed a lame man.  Their daughter Bertha while in 
Bethlehem in 1923 gave aid to a Bedouin man trying to get to hospital with his ailing pregnant wife.  The mother 
died so Bertha took the child into her care and founded the Spafford Children's Centre.  This still serves children 
and mothers in Jerusalem, where the name Spafford still commands respect. 

It is difficult in these days of Covid 19 to retain peace of mind and of spirit, which no doubt is why this hymn resonates 
so well today.   Horatio Spafford found this peace through his assurance that the salvation he found in Jesus was 
real and eternal.   The online Alpha course that Pastor Deb Chamberlain of Kingsway Church is now running is 
intended to bring people to that same place of security and peace.  

(if you're interested ring Online Alpha at 07922 614 461).  

It looks as though the need for on-line ministry will be needed for some time         
yet  and we pray it will bring listeners peace until hopefully the vaccine brings       

this anxious time to an end. 

       Arthur Butler     Kingsway Church 

 

KINGSWAY CHURCH 

When Peace Like a River 

Last year has been like a great storm or hurricane 
which has gone through our community and left us 
devastated.   People have gone through challenges 
because this whole process has left families with so 
much pain, and every individual and family has been 
mourning because of the effect of Covid19 pandemic. 

You may have lost loved ones, you may have lost 
employment, and your business has closed, but still 
there have been stories of hope within our community 
and the nation.   How people have come together and 
looked after each other has been a positive sign.  It is 
like each has been an angel to the other, giving hope 
in these difficult days.  And so we ask ourselves what 
is Christmas when all these things have happened to 
us. 

I know Christmas 2020 was not as we had celebrated 
in the past.   Many families were unable to meet whilst 
others would have had missing chairs because they had 
lost loved ones because of the COVID 19 pandemic. 

Hence last Christmas came to us with mixed feelings. 
However, the story of Christmas has always been the 
same, with Jesus coming to live among us to share 
our Joys and Challenges together.  God is reminding 
us that love is the greatest gift. 

Jesus, God’s Son, the Baby of Bethlehem, was given to 
humanity and it is the story around the world that fills 
us with hope that Christ comes to live in our community 
to share our joys and challenges together. 

Last Christmas we lit one candle for hope and secondly 
to remember those who struggle among us and our 
neighbour, because Christ reminds us to give, and 
first in giving is your love to all. 

As we look back,  

Christmas is Love and Love is Christmas 

I wish you all a very happy New Year full of hope and 
days full of peace and purpose. 

    Rev’d Teddy Siwila  

 
METHODIST JOTTINGS 

A belated welcome to the New Year 

 

Many years ago, the Salvation Army’s founder General William Booth was in full spate.  Suddenly he stopped and stabbed a 
finger at a young man busily writing, and called out, “Young man, are you saved?”    To which the astonished individual replied: 
“ME, sir?    I’m a reporter!” – Colin R Coote 



 

METHODIST CHURCH 

MINISTER: Revd Teddy Siwila, 01902 341794 

Lay Worker:  Richard French, 01902 676297 

Church Council Sec. David Hotchkiss, 01902 336174 

COMMON ROAD, WOMBOURNE 

SUNDAY SERVICES     

10.30 am weekly, and 6.30 pm 1st & 3rd Sunday only 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WOMBOURNE 

  Chairman: Tess Guest, 01902 894219                                            

 Secretary: Angela Pickering, 01902 896997  

Treasurer.  Laurie Gainer, 01902 895849 
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St Michael’s, Himley & St John’s, Swindon  
Team Minister - post vacant 

Vicarage, 12 St John’s Close,  Swindon, DY3 4PG         
01384 298627                                   

 ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Churchwardens: Frank Nicholls 01902 677300 and 
Caroline Mason 07483 924 201  

All Age Worship, 11 am, 1st Sunday:  
 Holy Communion 11 am on 2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th Sundays 

Mid-week Prayer Group, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 

         ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON 
Churchwardens: posts vacant 

 9.30 am Holy Communion - variations to this may be 
found on page 10  

St John’s CE Primary School, 01384 273865 
 

Holy Cross, Bobbington & All Saints, Trysull 
  Rev’d Richard Fisher, Vicarage, School Road,      

Trysull, WV5 7HR      01902 476843                                                          

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BOBBINGTON 
Churchwardens ,  Alan Bill 01384  221209 

Jane Southall, 01384 221176 

Morning Worship, 11.15 am,  1st Sunday 

Holy Communion 11.15 am,  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Corbett VA CE Primary School, 01384 221260 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TRYSULL 
Churchwarden: Pauline Careless, 01902 894723 

Alan Compson, 01902 898334 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Weekly: 8 am Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays each 

month, 6.30 pm Evensong weekly 

9.45 am Holy Comm,  but 2nd Sun 10 am All Age Worship  

All Saints’ CE (VC) Primary School, 01902 894552 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ST BERNADETTE’S, RENNISON DRIVE 
Parish Priest  Monsignor Crisp 01902 423005  

Assistant Priests   Fr Gary Mantle and 
Fr Sean Gough 

Pastoral Assistants Sisters of St Ann of Providence 
Parish Telephone 01902 341343 / 423005 

WEEKEND MASS - Sunday 9.00 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES:- Wednesday Evening prayer 6.15  
before Mass 6.30 pm:   Tuesday 9.30 am: Friday 9.30 am 

Thurs 9.30-10.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 10.00 -10.30 am  

St Bernadette’s R C Primary School, 01902 894787 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MINISTER:  Vacant  

Wombourne Ch Sec David Balderstone 01902 893973 

WOMBOURNE  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 10.45 am FAMILY SERVICE   

    Wednesdays: Morning prayer 10 am 

SWINDON SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning 10.30 am:     

Thursday prayers 10 am  
Swindon Church Sec Ken Hughes 01384 298275  

 KINGSWAY CHURCH 
 High Street, Wombourne                                                

(In fellowship with Assemblies of God in Gt Britain & N Ireland) 

www.kingsway-church.co.uk  

Pastor John Price 07922 614661                                     

SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30 am  and  6.00 pm  

New Horizons Wed 12.30  :  Knitting Group Wed 2 pm 

 Younger People: Fridays, 5-8’s, 9-12’s, 12’s-18’s 
Babies, Toddlers + Pre-School                                                     

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, term time only 
 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND:  SMESTOW VALE TEAM CHURCHES 
Wombourne Churches: St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable Bede  

Team Rector: Revd Preb Paul Brown, The Vicarage, School Road, Wombourne: 01902 892234: prebpbrown@gmail.com 

Associate Minister :   Revd Sue Watson - 07932 175846 

Licensed Readers: Laurie Gainer  01902 895849, Susan Williams 01902 326529 and William Cole 

Children’s Worker:   Sarah Mullen, 07702 376 169  sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

AT ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH 
Churchwardens   

    Derek Bryant 01902 896991  :   Hilary Moore 01902 892856 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 am Holy Communion (said)  10.30 Parish Eucharist, (sung) 
1st Sunday 6.30 Evensong:   2nd Sunday 7 pm  Taizé Worship 

MIDWEEK: Tuesdays 9.30 Holy Communion 
St Benedict Biscop CE Primary School,01902 892197 

AT THE VENERABLE BEDE CHURCH 

Churchwarden:  Peter Cartwright  01902 895765 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
9 am Parish Eucharist (sung) 

MIDWEEK: Thursdays 11 Holy Communion 
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United 

If one member [of the body] suffers, all suffer 
together with it.  If one member is honoured, 
all rejoice together with it. - 1 Corinthians 12: 
26 (NRSV) 

Have you noticed how many 
football teams have the suffix, 
United? - Manchester, Sheffield, 
Leeds to name but three.   
Unity is important in a team.   A 
team may have the best 
strikers in the world but, if the 
defence is useless, they won’t 
win many matches! 

During the dark days of the last twelve months, every 
person has had a part to play, and this is still the case.  
To continue the football analogy, the forwards have 
been working in hospitals in long and repeated shifts, 
caring for the sick.   Local GPs, practice nurses and 
everyone in local surgeries have also been working 
under great stress.   Ambulance drivers have been on 
the road or queuing at hospitals almost continuously.  
Scientists have been working to develop vaccines, and 
now, large numbers of people are working hard to 
administer them.   You may think that, in football terms 
we, who are reading this, are spectators, clapping 
these heroes once a week; but that’s not the best 
view.   Really, we are the defenders.   By washing our 
hands, maintaining social distancing, wearing masks 
and staying at home whenever possible, we are 
preventing the virus penetrating our defences.   

We’ve all been on the field for a long session, and we 
are now well into extra time. 

In the first letter to Corinthians, Paul uses a different 
picture:   he talks, not of team, but of a body.   He talks 
of Christ as the head of the body - in football terms 
perhaps, the Team Captain; (which I presume makes 
God the Team Manager!)   But he also stresses the 
need for unity, and completes his picture with the verse 
above.  Many times we hear of the fatigue and mental 
stress suffered by hospital staff and other frontline 
workers:  the first part of that verse is clearly true.  
But it’s also true how they have rejoiced when people 
have recovered against the odds.  The time will come (I 
believe, later this year) when we will all be able to 
rejoice, as we see Covid 19 start to become a thing of 
the past. 

Our first Covid lockdown started in the middle of Lent 
last year, and soon we will be in Lent again.  This 
year we won’t be able to meet in home groups or share 
Lent Lunches, but we can still show our unity in private 
prayer and online prayer and worship.  Elsewhere, 
page 3, you will see a recommendation of a book that 
can help us  - Live Lent 2021.  It enables us to see 
how, as Christ’s body, we can share in his love by 
considering the stories of the ordinary people who 
were the first evangelists, spreading the love of God . 

Let us pray that we may be united, both in living Lent 
in the best way possible, and also in playing our part 
to end the scourge of Covid 19. 

    Laurie Gainer  

MINISTER’S LETTER  

27 February – The Vicar’s a Poet  
On this day the Church Calendar celebrates George Herbert.  For those who are muttering ‘never heard of 
him’, just think of the hymn ‘Let all the world/ In every corner sing’, which he wrote, along with several other 
hymns which are still popular, even if they are well over 300 years old.   In the course of his short life he was 
a graduate of Cambridge University, a favoured politician of King James, a distinguished poet of the so-called 
‘metaphysical’ school, and a much-loved parish priest at Bemerton, in Wiltshire. 

He was born in Wales but grew up in a wealthy family in England.  As a student he felt called to ordination, 
but when he had graduated, he was drawn instead into the government of the time.  As a protégé of King 
James (yes, the one of the ‘King James Bible’) he could have pursued a career in government, but that 
youthful call persisted and after a while he turned instead to the Ministry of the Church of England.  It was an 
era when many clergy were absentee incumbents, paying someone else to do the parish work while they 
lived elsewhere, but Herbert set himself to be a true parish priest, noted for his pastoral care and practical 
support of his parishioners.  The whole of his ministry was fulfilled in that one parish, until he died at 39 from 
what we would now call tuberculosis. 

It is of course his hymns for which he is chiefly remembered today, though his Collected Poems are also 
regarded as jewels of English poetry. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Why Elijah did that . . . 

The Sunday school teacher was carefully explaining the story of Elijah the Prophet and the false prophets of 
Baal.  She explained how Elijah built the altar, put wood upon it, cut the steer in pieces and laid it upon the 
altar.  And then, Elijah commanded the people of God to fill four barrels of water and pour it over the altar.   
He had them do this four times over.  “Now,” said the teacher, “Can anyone in the class tell me why the Lord 
would have Elijah pour water over the steer on the altar?” 

A little girl in the back of the room started waving her hand, “I know! I know!” she said, “To make the gravy!” 

Off 

Due to the present financial situation, the light at the end of the tunnel will be turned off at weekends. 
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 WOMBOURNE UNITED 
REFORM CHURCH 

 
 

Our normally joyous Christmas celebrations were 
already suitably muted by the stifling effects of the 
Coronavirus pandemic,  when we heard the sad news 
that Tom Gibson, one of our longest serving 
members and a stalwart of the Church for over forty 
years, had sadly passed away the day before 
Christmas Eve. 

Tribute to Tommy 

Tommy transferred 
his Church 
membership to 
Wombourne URC from 
Stockton-on -Tees, 
together with his wife 
Pam, in 1979.   In the 
years that followed he 
became an invaluable 
member of the 
congregation, serving 
as an Elder and 
working tirelessly with 
Pam to raise funds for 
the Church in many 
different ways - which 
included organising social events such as skittles 
evenings, running monthly coffee mornings and taking 
part in Church concerts.  The Church benefitted 
greatly from his considerable financial expertise - he 
was Assistant Treasurer for many years and once 
Wombourne joined together with Wall Heath and 
Swindon he became Group Treasurer of the 
Pastorate, a position he held until his death. 

A proud Scot, Tom was a quiet, thoughtful person.  
He had a good sense of humour and enjoyed the 
many Church social events and concerts that he 
helped to organise.  He particularly loved participating 
in the entertaining Burns Night Suppers that were 
held in recent years. 

Tommy was also a friend of The Grapevine Magazine, 
carrying out the job of distributing it amongst our 
congregation for many years. 

As a Church we will miss him greatly - not only 
because of his wisdom and no-nonsense approach to 
problem-solving - but also because of his contribution 
to Church life in so many different ways.  We send 
our condolences to Pam and to Lynne, Tom’s daughter, 
as they adjust to life without him, which as a Church 
we must also do as we move forward into 2021. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

The year has begun, as 2020 ended, with worries about 
Coronavirus consuming all our thoughts and actions.  We 
made the decision to close during January and as I write I 
am not sure when we will be reopening our doors to 
Sunday services. 

I hope that by the time of the next issue, in a couple of 
months’ time, I may have more positive news to share with 
you.  

In the meantime, stay safe and take care 

     Louise Whatton 

SEDGLEY AND 
WOMBOURNE  INNER 

WHEEL 

I will begin this report by wishing all readers a very 
Happy New Year and hopefully a healthy one. 

Once again many of our planned events have had to be 
cancelled but we do have some positives.   All Rotary 
and Inner Wheel Christmas cards were kindly delivered 
by our Inner Wheel Secretary Brenda Blakey who 
travelled round to all members collecting and then 
delivering their cards.  Thank you to Brenda and 
George for doing this.  

The 10 January is Inner Wheel Day, the day that 
Inner Wheel was officially formed in 1924, and clubs 
aim to perform some form of service or fund-raising 
on that day - usually we hold a Kurling Night with money 
raised going to the District Chairman’s charities.  We 
will still send a donation but unfortunately no Kurling.  

During the run up to Christmas the Rotary Father 
Christmas float was out going round the village and 
one of our members, Marcia, was very involved in this.  

Once again our President 
Alison has been busy 
crocheting, having now 
made 29 blankets.  She 
aims to make 50 to 
celebrate our 50

th
 year. 

Well done Alison.   

At the end of January we 
always have a visit from the 
District Chairman and this 
year will be no exception, 
only we will be having a 
Zoom meeting, the first 
one we have attempted, 
but it means we can at 
least see some of our members. 

Once again many thanks to Barbara Moss who keeps 
everyone in touch with her many telephone calls.  

Early in December the Inner Wheel Magazine 21 Today 
is delivered to all clubs at the District Meeting but as 
this was not possible several members of the executive 
delivered these by hand, ours being brought to my 
house by Wendy the District Chairman.  By the time 
you read this I will hopefully have delivered them to 
all members. 

For the first time ever the International Convention which 
was to be held in Jaipur on 17 / 18 April will be going 
out virtually.  

Sadly one of our members died in December having 
spent several years in and out of hospital.  She will 
be missed by all members. 

As the vaccines become available several members 
have been given the first “jab” and hopefully many 
more will follow, keeping us all safe. 

As I write this the snow is falling fast.  It looks lovely 
from inside!   I hope and pray that it will not be too long 
before we can all meet again at our monthly meetings.  

“Always pray to have eyes that see the best in people 
A heart that forgives the worst 
A mind that forgets the bad 
And a soul that never loses faith in God” 

      Doreen Pike  
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Wombourne Village Christmas 
Window Competition 2020 

This year, the competition for the best Christmas 
window display was fiercer than ever.  Despite the 
obvious pressures on our local businesses this year, it 
was amazing to see so many entries that, regardless 
of the competition itself, brought a much-needed 
element of festive fun to the village. 

With dozens now entering, and more each year, the 
traditional winner and runner-up simply cannot do justice 
to the volume of high quality entries.  As a result, a 
top five were selected last year, and this has continued.  

It is so important to recognise the efforts of our 
local traders and the joy their fine displays bring. 

The three ‘Highly Commended’ places this year went 
to; Wombourne School of Music for their cheeky 
‘naughty elves’ display;  Peony Lane for a stunning 
winter scene that led residents to point it out to me; 
and Let’s Go Round Again who, as ever, put so much 
into their wonderfully fitting window. 

For second place as ‘Runner-Up’ we head out of the 
village centre to Common Road for a beautiful hand-
crafted winter landscape at Country Cuppa.  The 
image was etched from spray-on snow by the very 
talented Cody Allen.  We are so proud to recognise 
the work of such a talented Wombourner! 

Finally, we have this year’s winner; another 
newcomer to the competition, and they have set a 
very high bar indeed.  In a year many of us would like 
to forget, this window was the epitome of festive cheer 
and it was recognised by many residents as the top 
of the tree.  Once more heading outside of the village 
centre, the winner sits over the traffic lights at the top 
of Windmill Bank. 

A huge congratulations to Bella Amore for a dazzling 
display crafted by hand from carefully selected ribbons, 
tinsels and baubles that brought light, sparkle and a 
warm glow.  A very deserving winner in any year! 

John Pike 

Lesson 

Nervous Head Boy reading a Lesson in School Assembly: “Here beginneth the first Actor of 
the Chaps.” 

A N S W E R S  
 KNOW YOUR CATHEDRALS 

 

Exeter                 Canterbury 

 

 

 

Lichfield                  Rippon 

 

 

 

Chester              Worcester 

 

 

 

 

Wells        Liverpool 

 

 

No one got them all right but the best entry came 
from Robert Hill with only one wrong - (d) was Rippon 
not Durham. 

 
CHRISTMAS SPORTING QUIZ  

1        Alf Ramsey  

2        Terence  

3 Exeter  

4  Roland Garros and Flushing Meadows   

5 Belle Vue   

6 92 

7  Blakenhall, St Luke’s   

8  Teddy and Babs  

9  Doncaster  

10  1988 

Again no one got them all right but the top two entries 
came from Robert Hill and Christine Craythorne.  

Michael Schumacher had 91 wins and so the    
answer was 92 -  the former name of Wolverhampton 
Wanderers was Blakenhall St Luke’s.  

My thanks to all those who took part, we will do it 
again next Christmas.     

     John Pike  
       

Robert - we would like to know if you got your wine, 
perhaps a ½ bottle!    Ed 
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    Alan Harbottle              

 Mobile 07813 961830 
  Office 01902 326124 

alan@ashheating.co.uk 

        WORCESTER 
        Bosch Group 

            Accredited Installer 

Summit Arboricultural Services 
•  All Tree work undertaken 
•   Waste removed off site 
•   NPTC Certified 
•   Fully insured 

PLUS all Landscaping 
work carried out 

Samuel Plant 
Home  01902 896560 
Mobile 07823 779369 

Email: stihlsawsammy@gmail.com 

CARPETS AND FLOOR COVERINGS 

Des Fellows 
2 Station Road, Wombourne 

Tel: Wombourne (01902) 893711 
SPECIAL STOCK OFFERS 

Cushionflors  *  Carpets  *  Remnants 
All types and qualities of Carpets  

supplied and Expertly Fitted 
Many Rugs        Carpet Whipping & Fringing 

Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds 

To arrange a home 
visit call Helen on 

01902 892195 
07515 515 542 

Helen Ryan  DipCFHP, MVR, MPSPract 

           Foot Health Practitioner 

Happy Feet 

    foot care 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

In the comfort of your own home SENIOR CITIZENS 

Call     F I O N A     on 

01902 338578 or 07836 505967 

Pest-a-Way 

 

Pest Control 

Wasps, rats, mice, 

moles, ants, etc., 

 

Please call Malcolm 

07931 243077 

Roger Piper 

Eng  Tech  LCGI  MIPHE  RP 

6 Longford Close, Wombourne 
Staffordshire, WV5 8HN 

Telephone    

01902 893334 

Mobile:  
07973 841344 

Plumbing, gas & 
Central heating services 

 

 

PEGGYLAIN 
INTERIORS 

 Bespoke made-to-measure 
Curtains and Blinds 

 Fabrics and Wallpapers 

 Net Curtains 

 Upholstery 

 Poles and Tracks 

 Fitting service available 

 Free quotation 

Come and visit our showroom 

01902 892449 
Station Road, Wombourne 

ORION 

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

Tel : 01902 335976 
Mob : 07958 500386 

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Smoke Alarms - 
Safes - Door & Window Locks - Security 

Lights - Intercoms - Access Control  

INTRUDER ALARM 
SPECIALIST: 

New Systems Installed 
Existing Systems Maintained 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured - All Work 
Guaranteed - Friendly, Reliable, Local 

Service with 25 years’ experience 

The Answer to all your Security Needs 

Keith Middlebrook 

orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com 

Wolverhampton       
Bike Shed 

Community based bike 
repair and recycling, 

powered by volunteers 
St Philip’s Church, Pennfields, WV3 7EN 

CONTACT  Joe Maggs 07988 447963 

info@wolverhamptonbikeshed.org 

 

High Quality Workmanship 
Interior and Exterior Work 
Advanced City & Guilds 

Over 30 years’ experience 
Free quotations 

Fully Insured 

01384 401859 
07981 596109 

D  E  C  O  R  A  T  I  N  G 
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L. M. SNEYD 

Painter and Decorator 
Plumbing                                Plastering 
Building Services       Property Repairs 
Carpentry                            Roof Repairs 

Artex Ceilings 

128 Himley Lane, Himley 

01902 324302 / 892876 

 

Tel: 01902 743892 
Mobile: 07774 732353 

M J McCarthy 
Plumbing & Heating 

Complete Fitted Bathroom Service,  
including Tiling & Electrics 

Installation, Service & Repair 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 

The  treasures on offer at  Caerlaverock, 
Mersehead, Threave and Loch Ken, are all 
easy drives from McMurdoston’s comfortable 
self-catering cottages and welcoming B & B.  
Mind you, with red squirrels, tree sparrows 
and red kites on the doorstep you may just 

want to stay here. 

www.mcmurdoston.co.uk           Sarah or Steve         01387 740200 

WAINWRIGHT  
        ELECTRICAL  
              SERVICES LTD 
24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

INDUSTRIAL  -  COMMERCIAL 
 AND DOMESTIC 

Electrical installations 
NICEIC Approved Contractor 

   Andy 01902 324657 : 07788 965832 

WOMBOURNE 
CIVIC CENTRE 

Function & meeting 
rooms for hire 

Discounts available for   
Wombourne Residents 

Call or email for prices              
and availability 

01902 896300 
enquiries@wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

BROOKBEDE ROOFING & BUILDING LTD 
We offer a complete roofing and building service 

All Flat Roofs  *  New Roofs  *  Tiled & Slate  *  Repointing  *  Chimneys 

 01902 895526                  07714 765 678 
Ingledene, Gravel Hill, Wombourne 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE                  

 01902 896170 : MOBILE 07721 754000   

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk 

LUNCH AND 
DINNER 
PARTIES 

* 

COCKTAIL 
PARTIES 

BUSINESS 
LUNCHES 

* 
FUNERALS 

* 
HOT/COLD 
BUFFETS 

Window Cleaning        

Water-fed pole or traditional  

Gutter, soffit and              

fascia cleaning 

Contact Mal Boden 

07931 243077 

Your Cleaner      
Solution 

Would you like a reliable friendly, fully insured cleaner to 
help you with your daily chores? 
With 10 years’ experience and Wombourne based, our 
rates are typically £10.50 hour.  

Call us free:  0800 7811 068 

www.yourcleanersolution.com 
info@yourcleanersolution.com 

 

Mr  G  OAKLEY 
17 Tipton Road, Sedgley 

Tel: 01902 885112   Mobile 07932651294 
CRB CLEARED 

All Aspects Of Building Maintenance Undertaken                        

TREE SURGERY - FELLED OR REDUCED 
JUNGLES CLEARED - RUBBISH REMOVED 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING : SLABBING & 

PAVING :  PATIOS PRESSURED CLEANING 
UPVC FASCIA & GUTTERING : NEW UPVC 

WINDOWS & DOORS : PLUMBING, BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS - NEW & REPAIRS : GUTTERS 

CLEANED & EMPTIED : DECORATING INSIDE & 
OUT : LOGS FOR SALE  : LICENSED TO CARRY 

RUBBISH 
From roof to Garden, No Job Too Small 

Member of Dudley Age Concert Fix-A-Home Scheme 

COMPANY DIRECTOR : MR GAVIN OAKLEY 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & GARDENING 
ESTABLISHED 1977 

WEST  MIDLANDS LTD 

VILLAGE PODIATRISTS 

Keeping local feet active 

Situated in the heart of the village, near 
the cricket club, Village Podiatrists (new 
name for RP Chiropody) are a team of 
highly qualified podiatrists, who treat feet 
from all walks of life. 

If you develop a problem with your feet 
or toes (including verrucae, ingrowing 
toenails, bunions, calluses, corns, 
general foot pain or diabetic 

complications), then contact Village 
Podiatrists. 

New Surgery at 

Suite 2, The Lodge, Carriers Fold, 
WOMBOURNE 

    01902 893454 
www.villagepodiatrists.com 

  

D Fellows Interiors   
Wombourne   

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Bedrooms  

01902 546636     07703 735670 

dinteriors@outlook.com             
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Wills and                                      
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 
Friendly, personal service      

from local solicitor with over            
25 years’ experience 

 
For a free informal discussion 

about Wills, Probate, and                 
Power of Attorney, ring 

 
Vincent Oakley, Solicitor 

01902 743333 
 

Free Home Visits, if needed 

 

Service, Repairs, Diagnostics 

Martin Weston 
Unit 9, Smestow Bridge Trading Estate 

07976 850 060 
mbm.specialistrepairers@gmail.com 

MBM  SPECIALISTS 

JOS  

LAWNMOWING & 
GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

Locally based 
Fully insured 

No job too small 
Occasional or Regular        

assistance given 

Free no-obligation quotes 

Telephone James Saunders 

01902 341650 
07811 058007 

FOX 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS 

Paul Fox - Wombourne  
Tel: 01902 897668 

Mobile: 07855 301137 

Plastering 
Interior & Exterior Painting 
Brickwork & Re-pointing 
Carpentry 
Kitchens 
Patios & Driveways 
Fencing 
Roof Repairs 
UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
Drainage 

Friendly, Reliable Service 
Free Quotations 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

 

(M: Methodist  U: United Reformed   
RC: Roman Catholic) 

WOMBOURNE FUNERALS 

Nov 30 Michael Maddox  U 
Dec 1 Maureen Brennan 
Dec 7 Christine Brown 
Dec 9 Veronica Waterworth 
Dec 11 Kevin Tanner 
Dec 14 John Fogarty 
Dec 22 Iris Pardoe 
Dec 23 Michael Waldron   
Dec 23 Jeanette Owen                                                                               

2021 
Jan 4 Michael Concannon 
Jan 14 Patricia Mogford 
Jan 19 Maru Abbiss    RC 
Jan 20 Keith Wilson 
Jan 21 Melvin Owen 
Jan 22 James Rivett 
Jan 26 Sonya Taylor 
Feb 1 Elizabeth Ryman 
Feb 12 Brenda Hunt 

KS2 Tuition - all subjects 
Experienced Primary Teacher with 

Enhanced DBS Certificate 
Online tuition available 

Negotiable rates 

Telephone : Edward                 
01902 324595  

Email : e.gentoutlook.com 

I WON’T . . . 
 
I won't arise and go now, and go to Innisfree 
I’ll sanitise the doorknob and make a cup of tea. 
I won't go down to the sea again, I won't go out at all, 
I'll wander lonely as a cloud from the kitchen to the hall. 
There's a green-eyed yellow monster to the north of Kathmandu 
But I won’t be seeing him just yet and nor, I think will you. 
While the dawn comes up like thunder on the road to Mandalay 
I'll make my bit of supper and eat it off a tray. 
I shall not speed my bonnie boat across the sea to Skye 
Or take the rolling English road from Birmingham to Rye. 
About the woodland, just right now, I am not free to go 
To see the Keep Out posters or the cherry tree hung with snow 
And no, I won't be travelling much, within the realms of gold. 
Or get to Milford Haven.   All that's been, put on hold. 
Give me your hands, I shan't request, albeit we are friends, 
Nor come within a mile of you, until this nightmare ends!! 

     Author Unknown 

FACEMASKS 
(different sizes and styles) 

100% cotton, washable/
reusable, assorted                                        
3-layered fabric 

£5 for men and women 

£3 for children 

email Jane 
vicarage@trysullchurch.org.uk 

or phone   

07939 696 486 

 

 

Local, Reliable and Affordable 
Free  Quotes and a Professional Service 
All Types of Windows, Frames and Sills 

Soffit and Facia cleans 
Gutter Clean Outs 

Greenhouses 
Conservatories 

Conservatory Roofs 
Porches 

Garage Doors 
Signs 

Off/On or Regular 4-weekly Visits 
Commercial and Residential 

Competitive Prices starting from £8.00 
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I hope everybody has had a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.   2021 has the makings of a year 
that can be extremely bright and prosperous for us all 
as we must continue to work together to defeat this 
virus.  I know I won't be the only one who is happy to 
see the back of 2020 and I'm hopeful that we can all 
take a positive outlook into the future. 

I want to thank those who have followed, and will 
continue to follow, the Government guidelines in 
helping to reduce infection rates of coronavirus across 
South Staffordshire and beyond.   I know that it is still 
a difficult time for all of us in these unusual circumstances 
but with the COVID-19 vaccine approved and rolled 
out, I’m hoping for a much more normal 2021 in the 
coming months.   For any queries and updates on 
COVID-19, you can access the government guidelines 
from https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for all the 
information. 

I had the pleasure of meeting with the Chief Executive 
of West Midlands Ambulance Service, Professor 
Anthony Marsh.  It was great to chat to him on a 
Microsoft Teams meeting about the challenges that 
Community First Responders face during the pandemic. 
It was extremely positive to hear about the significant 
boost to their volunteers throughout this crisis and I 
will continue to work with Professor Marsh and the 
wider WMAS team to help them keep the public safe. 

During December, I paid a visit to Wombourne 
Leisure Centre to see what measures are in place 
with the return of gyms after the second national 
lockdown.  It was great to go around the centre and to 
see how the gym arena has adapted to ensure that 
they can remain Covid-19 compliant.  It was fascinating 
to hear about the improvements that South Staffordshire 
Council has in store for 2021, including an extension 
to the current premises and the ability to rent out the 
school football pitches to local teams - I will be 
delighted to go back to see the results soon. 

On Saturday 
5 December, we 
celebrated Small 
Business Saturday. 
There never has been 
a more appropriate 
time to celebrate such 
an event, where 
businesses up and 
down the country have 
been so affected by 
COVID-19.  It was 
great to get active in 
the constituency and 
visit Farmhouse 
Butchers in Codsall to speak to them about how they 
are coping as they head into the festive period.  I was 
delighted to hear how trade was picking up and the 
support they had been shown across the community 
during this difficult period.  I would urge everybody to 
keep supporting our high streets and to shop locally if 
you can. 

Even though we have been in lockdown, I have still 
been connecting with members of our constituency. 
Every other Friday, I have been conducting telephone 
surgeries with constituents to see how best I can help 
with any problems that you may be having.  If you feel 
you would like to discuss any issues with me, please 
do contact me on the details at below. 

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch if 
you have any queries or issues you would like to 
raise with me.  

    Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP  

I can be reached by email at 

gavin@gavinwilliamson.org            

or you can phone my office       

01902 846616 

POSITIVE OUTLOOK INTO THE FUTURE 

CAROLS AT CHRISTMAS  
The most popular carol last Christmas, according to 
the BBC’s Songs of Praise, was ‘O Holy Night’.   

Also in the top ten were  

Hark the Herald Angels Sing,  

In the Bleak Mid-Winter,  

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,   

Joy to the World,   

Come all Ye Faithful,  

O come O come Emmanuel,   

O little town of Bethlehem,  

Once in Royal David’s City, and  

Silent Night.                                                       

     John Pike                                 

 

‘Out of Darkness Cometh Light’ 
That for many decades now has been the motto of 
Wolverhampton, and Wolverhampton Wanderers, but 
since the start of December last year, you can now 
add the name of Wombourne to that motto.   

Driving around the village at night you could not fail to 
be impressed by the magnificent light show put on by 
the local residents.   After one of the worst years in 
living memory, we needed some Christmas cheer 
and the good folk of Wombourne certainly gave us 
that.  As well as nearly every street in the village, the 
shops also deserve credit for the way they decorated 
their windows. Hopefully by this coming Christmas 
the virus will be a distant memory, but it would be 
nice, if we could have a repeat of the wonderful 
decorations, we all enjoyed this Christmas.      

                            John Pike 

Environmentally friendly transport 
While driving in the countryside, a family caught up with an old farmer and his horse-drawn cart.  The farmer 
obviously had a sense of humour, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign: ‘Ecologically 
efficient vehicle: runs on oats and grass.     Caution: Do not step in exhaust.’ 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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I sat down to write this on a cold and wet December 
morning and wondered how on earth I, as Chairman 
of Wombourne and District Community Association, 
was going to encapsulate the valuable contribution 
Madge made to the community that is Wombourne. 
There is no other way but to list some of the work she 
undertook as it is long and varied.  However, make 
no mistake about this woman she was exceptional 
both in her personal and private life and an integral 
part of our Village life 

Madge served on the PTA for Ounsdale School and 
became a Governor not only at Ounsdale but also for 
St Benedict Biscop and Westfield School.  She was also 
Chairman of Governors at Blakeley Heath School. 

In the early seventies Madge became a volunteer at 
the Hand in Hand Bureau.  She carried out whatever 
tasks were necessary organising transport, gardening, 
cleaning.  She stayed with the Bureau when it turned 
into the Volunteer Bureau and became Chairman and 
then President. 

Madge also ran the Tuesday Club and Tea Club.   
Her cooking skills were used by the Tuesday Day Care 
for older people, and she was an integral part of the 
old folks Tote fund. 

In 1987 Madge started the Wombourne Boundaries 
Action Group to defend the Village against outside 
pressures.  Along with her Committee she was very 
successful and her efforts were rewarded as Wombourne 
is still in Staffordshire. 

Madge was a member of Wombourne and District 
Community Association for at least twenty years.   
She always brought valuable advice to the meetings 

when needed.  She was also a member of Wombourne 
Youth and Community Advisory Group retiring in 1999. 
Her ability to work hard and show others how to do it 
became apparent when she was a founder member 
of Wombourne Best Kept Village.  Madge also served 
on the Village Carnival Committee, first as a member, 
then as secretary and of course as Chairman.  This 
role required constant attention and involvement and 
the job fitted her perfectly. 

In 1975 Madge became a Samaritan and after training, 
worked from the Newhampton Office in Wolverhampton. 
She attended on both days and nights as duty called 
and was also  a member of the “Flying Squad”(I must 
add here I have recently heard tales of her going out 
to people on her moped in all weathers).   She was 
also a trainer for new Samaritans. 

The Parish Council recognised her contribution to 
village life by awarding her the honour of “Citizen of 
the Year” in 1993.  Later of course she received her 
MBE from the Queen. 

Madge was intelligent, hardworking, compassionate 
and feisty she also had a brilliant sense of humour. 
This I encountered first hand as I and the other 
volunteers met with her during the Covid Crisis.  There 
were a few jokes told and passed around WhatsApp. 

Thank you Madge from all the residents of our Village 
for your contribution to the life and development of 
Wombourne.  

You will not be forgotten, 

     Marlene Longman 

TRIBUTE TO MADGE KELLY, MBE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The family of Marjorie Kelly MBE . . . 

would like to thank everyone for the lovely messages of condolence they have received, including the comments 
on the earlier notification of her death on this page.  

Thanks also to all those who came out in the bitter cold for her funeral last week, including those who came to her 
home to wave off the hearse, and to the large groups  who applauded the cortege as it went passed the Volunteer 
Bureau - which she had supported for so many years.   It was very moving for us as a family.   

We were also appreciative of the generous contributions of those who have made donations to the Bureau in her 
memory, both at the funeral and directly to the Bureau. If anyone wants to watch the farewell celebration of her life 
it is available here using the link below.  We hope to hold a further celebration of her life in the village later this year 
when it is safe for us to meet, and we will publicise this well in advance.  Thanks again and stay safe everyone. 
 
               Jim Kelly 

https://wetransfer.com/downloads/97f637bad556a565504717f0938cf94d20210108160909/
e7acd12ae4388fb5d230f2955cb4478020210108160909/ab0647  

Why teenagers worry 

One teenager was talking to another, “I’m really concerned.  My father slaves away at his job so I’ll never 
want for anything, and down the years has set aside thousands of pounds so that I can go to university.  And 
my mother spends every day washing and ironing and cleaning up after me.  She even takes care of me 
when I’m sick.” 

The other teenager said: “Sounds perfect - so what are you worried about”? 

The first teenager replied: “I’m afraid that one day they might try to escape”. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The four pillars of government . . . religion, justice, counsel and treasure - Francis Bacon 

Every country has the government it deserves – French proverb                                        

https://wetransfer.com/downloads/97f637bad556a565504717f0938cf94d20210108160909/e7acd12ae4388fb5d230f2955cb4478020210108160909/ab0647
https://wetransfer.com/downloads/97f637bad556a565504717f0938cf94d20210108160909/e7acd12ae4388fb5d230f2955cb4478020210108160909/ab0647
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Move him into the sun -  
Gently its touch awoke him once, 
At home, whispering of fields unsown. 
Always it woke him, even in France, 
Until this morning and this snow, 
If anything might rouse him now 
The kind old sun will know. 

Think how it wakes the seeds, - 
Woke, once, the clays of a cold star, 
Are limbs, so dear-achieved, are sides, 
Full-nerved - still warm - too hard to stir? 
Was it for this the clay grew tall? 
- O what made fatuous sunbeams toil, 
To break earth’s sleep at all? 

FUTILITY, by Wilfred Owen. 1893-1918 
(killed in action 5 November 1918) 

As a young man, Wilfred Owen was quite strongly religious and from 1911 to 1913 was a pupil and lay assistant to  
a vicar in Oxfordshire - his experiences in the war considerably changed his Christian beliefs. 

‘Futility’ whilst not actively anti-religious does imply an inability to accept the existence of God, by giving the power 
of life and creation to the sun.   The futility is the loss of life of this young man, with only the sun’s warmth able to 
rekindle the wasted life:  the futility, as he see it, in God’s inability to change their situation;  and finally the futility 
of trying to see the logic of the creation of the world, why we were born?, obviously we are, or the earth itself is, 
the ’clay that grew so tall’?;   he is questioning why we even came into existence - all three are shattered ideals 
through the pointless and destructive nature of war. 

There is a quiet acceptance and sadness at this young man’s death, who is not marked in any way;  although 
questioning, sorrow, disbelief and even anger are shown in every word.    OC (taken from A-level notes many years ago!!) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A response to Captain Wilfred Owen’s hymn ‘Futility’ 

 
Without Him there can be no faith 
so hope cannot succeed.  
Love would be just a vain desire. 
- futility indeed. 
 
But we believe that Christ is God 
born in cattle stall. 
Who lived and died, but rose again. 
to conquer death for all. 
 
So we go through our earthly life 
with Jesus as our head. 
knowing, because He died and rose, 
futility is dead. 
 
©   Tony Hart December 2020 

 

Was there a reason earth was formed? 
why did the clays grow tall? 
And what made fatuous sunbeams toil 
to break earth’s sleep at all? 
 
Why did the radiant Sun break through 
and wake the lifeless earth, 
warming the dead primeval soup 
and giving life it’s birth? 
 
Was it a pointless accident, 
that earth gave life to man? 
Or could our long-held faith be true, 
that this was God’s great plan? 
 
Our faith is frail, our doubts prevail 
but one strong theme shines through, 
If God as Christ does not exist 
then nothing can be true. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What’s the point of Easter?                        Revd Paul Hardingham, on the power that we need, Parish Pump 2020 

As we celebrate Easter, it raises the question: what difference can the Resurrection make to my life? 

My past is forgiven: 
Have you ever been half-way through a project and wanted to start again?   In life we all have regrets about things we have 
done, said or thought .  The good news is that Jesus died to forgive these things:  ‘All sins forgiven, the slate wiped clean, that 
old arrest warrant cancelled and nailed to Christ’s cross’ (Colossians 2:14, The Message).   The resurrection is the guarantee 
that we can know Jesus’ pardon and forgiveness.   Do we need to let go a load of guilt and unforgiveness that we are carrying? 

My present is under control: 
How often do we say ‘My life is out of control’.   We can’t control life, but God can!   The ‘incomparably great power at work for 
those who believe’ is the same power that raised Christ from the dead (Ephesians 1:20).  God promises us the power that we 
need to face any situation, as we trust Him: ‘I can do all this through Him who gives me strength’   (Philippians 4:13). 

My future is secure 

Death is the great certainty, ‘one out of one dies!’.   Yet Jesus overcame death by the resurrection, that we might experience 
the life of heaven, both now and for eternity.  ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in Me will live, even 
though they die; and whoever lives by believing in Me will never die’ (John 11:25,26).  We don’t need to fear death;  but if we 
are to really live, we have to be ready to die!   How does the resurrection affect our view of death? 

‘The best news the world has ever had came from a cemetery near Jerusalem: ‘the tomb was empty’! 
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THE LONELY WOMBOURNE 
COTTAGE 

(what was it and did anyone ever love it?) 

Back in the summer of 2013 Dr Tony Hart’s company, 
Hart Materials Limited, purchased a business 
premises at the junction of Planks Lane and    
Giggetty Lane.  The site had for years been the 
workplace of Steatham’s Print Works. 

The main building consisted of a spacious workplace 
with internal office accommodation.   However included 
in the purchase was a small separate building that 
had recently been used as an office (see pictures).    
It was something of an enigma to decide what the 
original purpose of the building had been - an enigma 
not solved by Tony, the undersigned.  

The back of the 
building facing onto the 
car park, had obviously 
been modified with a 
modern window and 
door added.   

The outer wall, 
however showed a 
different history.  
There is a doorway 
leading immediately 
onto the footpath, 
and windows that 
have obviously 
been bricked up.  

The brickwork suggests a 19
th
 century construction, 

with ceilings on the ground and first floor, that are 
only a little above 6ft high, adequate for the1840s 
but not for modern generations.  The cottage has 
neither water supply or sanitary drainage (never mind 
electricity or gas) which suggests that it might have 
been, by modern standards, a fairly primitive dwelling 
- such as a farm labourer’s house. 

However, its location suggests that it was an isolated 
building probably standing on good farming land. 

So I am throwing out the question regarding the 
history of this building.  

Do any readers know the answer or even part answer 
to this? 

Please respond via Editor 

editor@smestowvalegrapevine.org.uk 

       Tony  

Miscellaneous observations 
Wrinkles mean you laughed; grey hair mean you 
care; scars mean you lived; a large rear end 
means you love take-away foods. 

If money talks, my wallet is whispering! 

I don’t think the therapist is supposed to say ‘you 
did what?!’ that many times in your first session, 
but here we are. 

I’m on two diets. I wasn’t getting enough food on 
one. 

Stealing someone’s coffee is called mugging. 

Nowadays the only time a person gets on his 
knees is to look for his contact lenses. 

Everyone seems normal until you get to know 
them. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

No compromise 

A soon to be married couple were visiting the 
minister to discuss their forthcoming marriage. 
The woman said they intended to have three 
children, while the young man demurred, saying 
two would be enough for him. They discussed 
this discrepancy for a few minutes and the 
minister suggested they would need great 
sensitivity with each other in order to reach a 
solution.  There was silence for a moment and 
then the young man said stubbornly: “Well, after 
our second child, I'll just have a vasectomy." 
Without a second’s hesitation, the bride-to-be 
shot back: "Well, I hope you'll love the third one 
like it's your own!" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dressed 

During my surgical residency I was called out of a 
sound sleep to the emergency room.  Unshaven 
and with tousled hair, I showed up with an 
equally unpresentable medical student.  In A&E 
we encountered the on-call medical resident and 
his student, both neatly attired in clean white lab 
coats.  The resident said to his student, “You can 
always tell the surgeons by their absolute 
disregard for appearance.” 

Two evenings later, I was at a banquet when 
called to A&E for another emergency. 

I was stitching away, wearing my dinner jacket, 
when I encountered that same medical resident. 
He looked at me, then said to his student,  “Sure 
is sensitive to criticism, isn’t he?” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember 
anything.  

I really don’t mind getting older, but my body is taking it 
badly.  

Bishop 

An exam for R.E. asked the following question: ‘What 
does a Bishop do?’ 

Came one answer: ‘Move diagonally across the board.’ 

 

 

Disperse them 

A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help 
him better understand the harsh realities his future 
congregations faced if he first took a job as a policeman for 
several months.  He passed the physical examination; then 
came the oral exam to test his ability to act quickly and wisely 
in an emergency.   Among other questions he was asked, 
“What would you do to disperse a frenzied crowd”? 

He thought for a moment and then said, “I would pass an 
offering plate”.   He got the job. 
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Despite still being unable to meet in person, the 
Rotary Club of Sedgley and Wombourne has 
continued to hold weekly meetings each Thursday via 
Zoom.  During these meetings we have held 
constructive discussions and hosted speakers. Our 

latest speaker was a Medical student from 
Wombourne who is proposing to climb to the base 
camp on Everest to raise funds for the Meningitis 
Research Foundation.  The Club has agreed to 
donate towards this research. We will hear the 
outcome of the climb later this year.  

We have also donated funds to help the 
Samaritans and a local women’s refuge.  

We continue to keep in touch with our local 
schools offering help whenever possible. 

We continue to make and donate our Coronavirus 
isolation Cubicles to Nursing Homes who require 
them. 

In 2019 we had a most interesting talk from a 
member of The Medical Detection Dogs charity.  We 
were pleased to donate to this organisation to help 
their research in training dogs to detect illnesses via 
the power of their sense of smell.  We are really 
pleased to be able to report that the training of dogs 
to detect the coronavirus is making good progress.  
When a dog detects a case it sits down beside the 

carrier. One such dog, Honey, as quoted in a 
newspaper magazine, “When she sits, she looks up 
with a furrowed brow that appears to signify genuine 
concern”.  That’s better than a texted result, isn’t it?   
I can’t think of a nicer way of finding out you have 
Covid-19, than a golden dog sitting down with a 
frown?’  

Such a worthwhile project. Have a look at their 
website. 

2020 has been a particularly challenging year for 
charities and we at Sedgley and Wombourne Rotary 
Club are no different to many others.  Our main fund 
raising activities:   Last Night at the Proms Brass 
Band concert:   Womborne Carnival, and our Jazz 
Night have all been cancelled at a time when many 
may need our support more than ever.   We were 
also unable to do collections outside local 
supermarkets.  All these events help generate the 
money we use to help those in need of charitable 
support, whether individuals or organisations. 

The highlight of our fundraising year is our Santa 
sleigh door to door collections which our club has 
been doing for 35 years.  This has become quite a 
local Christmas tradition in and around Wombourne 

and Sedgley.  In 2020 the club was unable to carry 
out the usual house to house collections, however we 
were grateful to the Wombourne Community 
Assistance Group and the 3

rd
 Wombourne Scouts 

who were able to take our sleigh on its round  whilst 
maintaining social distancing. 

 

                             Best wishes, Harry Kerridge,    Vice President Rotary Club of Sedgley and Wombourme 

Portrait 

A primary teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing.   As she got to one little girl who was 
working diligently, she asked what the drawing was. The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.” 

The teacher blinked: “But no one knows what God looks like.” 

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, “They will in a minute.” 

Chain Vicars 

If you are unhappy with our vicar, simply have our churchwarden send a copy of this letter to six other churches who are 
also tired of their vicar. 

Then bundle up our vicar and send him to the church on the top of the list in the letter.  Within a week you will receive 
16,435 vicars and one of them should be all right! 

Have faith in this chain letter for vicars.    Do not break the chain.    One church did – and got their old vicar back! 

          (From a Salisbury Theological College leaflet) 
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Are you struggling with IT in lockdown, unable to get your e-mail setup, 
want to try online shopping, or has social media got you all confused? 

Maybe our new telephone support service can help 

Complete an online form at 

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/TelephoneITSupport  

or contact our call centre on 0300 111 8000 or your local library to 

register for a call back 

A friendly member of our Library team, a volunteer or a Community 
Learning tutor will give you a call and talk through your problem and 
help you work through it.   If we can’t find an immediate solution we’ll 
make sure we direct you to someone who can, to a suitable course or 
other kinds of help. 

It’s a totally free service so give us a try, we’re happy to help 

 

Staffordshire Libraries, in partnership with Community Learning,                       
launch an IT Telephone Support Service 

Films adapted for Wales 

It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent 
lockdown planning to remake numerous                    
well-known films, but this time with a Welsh 
flavour.  The following have been suggested as 
sure winners: 

* 9½ Leeks 
* The Lost Boyos 
* Dai Hard 
* The Eagle has Llandudno 
* The Magnificent Severn 
* Haverfordwest Was Won 
* Austin Powys 
* Independence Dai 
* The Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwlll
 -lantysiliogogogoch That Time Forgot 
* The Bridge on the River Wye 
* The Welsh Patient 
* Look You Back in Bangor 
* Evans Can Wait 
* A Fishguard Called Rhondda 
* Where Eagles Aberdare 
* Dial M For Merthyr 

Typos in this church magazine 

Some of you have noticed a few typos in this magazine now 
and then.   To improve this for the New Year I am now using 
a new set of rules for editing: 

1. Verbs HAS to agree with their subjects. 

2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with. 

3. And don’t start a sentence with a conjunction. 

4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive. 

5. Avoid cliches like the plague.  (They’re old hat.) 

6. Also, always avoid annoying alliteration. 

7. Be more or less specific. 

8. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) 
unnecessary. 

9. Also too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies. 

10. No sentence fragments. 

11. Contractions aren’t necessary and shouldn’t be used. 

12. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos. 

13. Do not be redundant; do not use more words than 
necessary; it’s highly superfluous. 

14. One should NEVER generalise. 

15. Comparisons are as bad as cliches. 
                                                                                  P P 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/TelephoneITSupport
tel:03001118000
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Along with hundreds of other people we lined the roads the funeral 
cortège took, from Planks Lane, up Giggetty Lane, Common Road, 
and around Wombourne Park, to bid our last farewell to Kieron.  As 
his milk float passed, driven by Mark, with Keiron’s coffin taking the 
place of milk crates, everyone clapped.   It was really wonderful in 
this most worrying time, to see so many people paying their last 
respects to a special member of our community.  

Whatever the weather Kieron had always been thoroughly reliable 
delivering our milk for well over 30 years, ably-assisted by Mark.   
Kieron was always cheerful, with a friendly word or wry comment on 
the weather or other topical matters, it was a pleasure to see him on 
Friday pay day! 

We were so shocked to hear of his sudden death just before 
Christmas.   We were singing communal Christmas carols when a 
neighbour asked if we had heard the sad news.  Hardly able to 
believe it until we spoke to an obviously still upset Mark a few days 
later.  We followed the service from the crematorium and learned a lot 
more of the man who had been part of our lives for many years.  

Rest in Peace Kieron.  

    Janice and Brian Glover 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES OF KEIRON MOSS 
(who drove the fastest milk-cart in Wombourne!!) 

Photographs:   
 
Jan Glover,          
John Yarnall and 
Wombourne                    
Funeral Services 

We all offer our sincere condolences to Kieron’s  
wife, Janet, and their family - he helped a lot of people, not only in                                         

Wombourne but in our local neighbourhood and other areas in the world 
 

Donations to Wombourne Funeral Services for the                                                                   
Midlands Air Ambulance  

God doesn’t just call people who are qualified;   He calls people who are willing and then qualifies them  

If we want something we’ve never had, we have probably got to do something we’ve never done  

I have no time for anger; I try to learn to love.  (Mother Teresa)  

I want to ask God why he allows poverty, famine and injustice when he could do something about it.   But I’m 
afraid he might ask me the same question!  

Gardening season is off to a great start:    I planted myself in front of the TV four weeks ago, and I’ve already 
grown noticeably!  

Action may not always bring happiness; but there is no happiness without action  

THANK YOU 
Keiron’s wife, Janet, family and friends extend their sincere thanks for all the cards and tributes they have received 
in respect of Keiron.   A special thank you to Wombourne Funeral Services, and all of Kieron’s customers who 
lined the route, a final support for their much-respected milkman and special friend.    

The collection for the Midlands Air Ambulance is still open and can be given to Wombourne Funeral Services - a 
further thank you to everyone who has already made a donation. 
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The happiest and most fulfilled days of my life - not 
school - but days (and nights) as a practitioner of the 
second oldest profession; midwifery.   Traditionally 
the title of ‘midwife’ is given to the person who stays 
‘with the wife’ during labour and delivery.  It is a job 
we do not hear much about these high tech days, but 
my days in the community were magical.     Most 
people are unaware of you or your activity, as a lot of 
midwifery goes on in the night.  The responsibility for 
two lives is a serious one, and the training is very 
extensive and exacting. 

After general nursing qualification, training consisted 
of two parts.  The first part, 6 months in a maternity 
unit under close supervision, day and night duty 
alternating monthly, with 1½ hour lectures, even after 
long busy nights.  From being terrified by it all, 
confidence began to build up.  Then inevitably, a 
gruelling written examination. 

The next part was in a large northern city, where we 
worked as a team, in a real slum area.  This was a 
real eye opener, as babies were delivered at home, 
and I had no idea how deprived the families were.  I 
hope by now all these dwellings have been razed.  The 
houses were down little roads, with smaller roads off, 
4 or 8 houses sharing a yard with taps and 2 outside  
toilets per yard.  The little houses were one-up,     
one-down, with a semi-circular stairway behind the 
fireplace.   Fortunately families had a landing 
bedroom as well, giving the parents some privacy.  
The large groups of children slept in one or 2 double 
beds.  With no electricity, lighting was by ‘fishtail’ gas 
jets above the bedroom fireplace.  In these unlikely 
circumstances we were trained to deliver babies 
safely.  We had a very good ‘flying squad’ in case of 
emergency, and I had 2 forceps deliveries there in my 
6 months.  Always the babies were delivered safely 
and received with joy and excitement by their 
families.  The fathers showed their gratitude to the 
midwife by the gift of a bar of soap from Iceland - 
brought back in their big fishing boots (soap was still 
rationed in 1950). 

We went to our cases equipped with all we might 
need, including a big old penny wrapped in lint.  It is 
amazing how far one old pennyworth of gas went in 
those days!   When the fishtail light began to flicker, 
the cleverest child was allowed to put the penny in 
the meter, tucked away in some dark corner.  We 
took a rubber sheet - but the parents had to provide  
a good pair of sheets for each confinement.   By day 
we went out on loaded bicycles - but at night we  
were taken by car by ambulance staff, as there had 
recently been some murders in the area.  The last 
month I was there, I was ‘out’ every third night.  The 
joy of being in that environment at such a special time 
in people’s lives is hard to define, but each birth is a 
miracle, and it was a privilege to be involved. 

Now a State Certified Midwife, I applied for a position 
in Northamptonshire.  I was offered a small town, about 
5000 souls, and could practice what I had learned.  
One thing dawned on me - everything was completely 
unpredictable!   When I met my local doctors, they 
just said, “Midwifery is all yours - we will come if you 
need us”.  No mobile phones then - it was a case of 
the husband nipping round on his bike and waking 
the doctor’s household, or using a public phone box.  

No phones in many homes, but the housing was 
certainly luxurious, by previous experience. 

In Northamptonshire I delivered about 300 babies in 6 
years - approximately one a week, but as I was also 
district nurse, I had a pretty full timetable.  The official 
off-duty time was 24 hours a week - not enough to 
keep well, and I had to retire for health reasons. 

I had a good flying squad, who came out to give 
blood transfusions and other support.  The doctors 
could claim about 3s 8d (17½ pence!) for emergency 
calls.  There were many surprises in the way of 
miscarriages and premature labours.  One lunchtime 
I arrived home to find an ambulance at my front door, 
with a lady in advanced labour, so she was delivered 
there before going into hospital with her tiny treasure.  
Another lady refused to believe she was in labour, 
and took some persuading to get into the ambulance 
I had called.  We both knew her baby would need an 
exchange blood transfusion.  The delivery took place 
in the ambulance at the bus stop in the next village.  
It was comforting that the windows were made of 
brown glass - no-one could see in!  One lady had 
been to see the doctor with indigestion after working 
all day in the local laundry.  The doctor referred her to 
me - she was shocked to find herself giving birth to 

her fourth child, as she had a son serving in Suez, a 
daughter leaving school and a 7-year old.  There was 
no preparation, and we had to put doll’ clothes on the 
poor little mite.  It was very rewarding to follow up my 
little bundles in the weekly clinic, and eventually as 
little boys and girls in the infant school. 

Families were always friends, and their gratitude is 
unforgettable.  And I had all the richness in my life, as 
well as an annual salary of £320. 

One precious memory of a wonderful life full of joy - 
one lunchtime I came back from a visit to find about 
15 seven year olds clustered around my car.  In all 
innocence they explained they wanted babies in their 
homes, and hoped there was a spare one in my car.  
Sadly, the 7-year olds I know now would be much 
more worldly-wise, from all the childbirth that 
abounds on television and I feel sorry their views on 
childbirth are so distorted.  They will have quite the 
wrong impression of what it is all about, and be 
frightened when their time comes.  A new baby is a 
miracle to experience, and that brings you close to 
God in gratitude. 

   The late, Inge Roberts 
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