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 Lent 2 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD 
appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God       
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I 
will make my covenant between me and you, and will 
make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on 
his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations 
of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish 
my covenant between me and you, and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations, for an ever-
lasting covenant, to be God to you and to your        
offspring after you.’ God said to Abraham, ‘As for 
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from 
her.’  

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 

Jesus shocks Peter when he foretells his own death. 

 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to       
rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.’ He called the crowd with his disciples,  
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and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose 
it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?    
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this         
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.’  

Mark 8:31-end 
 

A Reflection on our readings from Revd Preb Paul 
Brown. 

 

Abraham is one of the major figures from the Old 

Testament, where his name appears no less than 309 
times! Born in Iraq almost 2,000 years before the birth of  

Jesus, Abraham’s family  moved to the Turkish city of  

Harran . It is there he begins to experience the presence 
of God.  God who offer him an adventure and promises 
him that if he says yes he will prosper and will become 
the father of a great nation. A startling promises because  
after many years of trying Abraham and Sarah have no 
children. 
 

God asks Abraham to step out into the unknown whilst 
at the same time gives him hope for the future. In other 
words God asks Abraham to trust. Now I don’t know 
about you but trust for me isn’t something that exists in 
a vacuum, it is something that develops because of 

of past positive experiences.  As we read Abraham's  

story that trust grows with each new  experience.  
 

Trust is very important when  Abraham and Sarah  

 entertain strangers and are told that when they  return 
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Almighty God 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

my we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings 

and by following in his Way 

may we come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

 



next year Sarah will have a child. Sarah’s first  

reaction is to laugh but they both have positive  

experiences to build their faith in God on…… and yes, 
Sarah does conceive. 
 

The  story of Abraham is an important one to be  

reminded of in Lent It reminds us that to grow in 
faith you have to take that first step and that  trust 
grows with experience. As I write this I am waiting 

to listen to Boris Johnson’s pathway out of the 

Pandemic., an end that still seems a long way off. 

It is very easy to feel just fed up and that the journey 
is just too long, but then I am reminded of  Mark’s 
story of Jesus, a story that ended not with the cross,  
with resurrection  and its that which gives me hope 
and renews my trust.   

Paul 

 

Prayers for the Second Week of Lent 
 

Sunday 
Pray that our minds may be set on the things of God.  

(Mark 8: 33b) 

Monday 
 (St David’s Day) Pray for the people of Wales and 

for the Welsh Assembly. 

Tuesday (St Chad’s Day) 
Pray for the Lichfield diocese and the work of the 

cathedral. 

    Wednesday  
Pray for the efforts to protect species nearly wiped 

out by wildfires in Australia. 

Thursday 
Pray that disabled people will be treated fairly in the 

distribution of vaccines. 

         Friday   

Pray for the protestors seeking democracy in Algeria. 

Saturday 
Pray that delayed elections in Somalia will take place 

soon.  
 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Margaret Ward, Joy Waistell, Jane,  

Sarah Aldridge, Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,       

Joan Edwards, Irene Haycock, Carl Baker and        

Alan Compson. 

 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 
 

 

Those who have died 

   Alice Carter, Janet Rogers, Robert Day,                       

Pamela Anderson, Esther Connah,  Gordon Wheeler,        

Evelyn Connolly, Mavis Merricks, Charles Stanton,      

Christine McLachlan, Peter Evans, Reginald Simcock,       

Iris Hudson, Mervyn Turner and John Woodall. 
 

Tuesday Prayer with Revd Susan Watson 
7.00pm on Zoom Tuesday 9th March  

Email  Sue for more details.  

Everyone welcome 
 

Sunday Compline with Sarah 
8.00pm on Zoom 

 

Lockdown and our Church 
There will be a service for the Second Sunday of Lent on 
Facebook and YouTube. (PS we could  still do with more 

likes!) 

St Benedict’s will remain open for private 

 prayer. 

 

Sunday Coffee and chat with Sarah 
Sarah Malpass is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 

meeting. Topic: Sunday coffee and chat 
Time: 11am 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79492538835?
pwd=dmQySlJ5MW8vMjlrTXF0TVN4WUlsQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 794 9253 8835 
Passcode: XZJA89  

 

Lent Appeal. 

We are Shelter Boxes appeal “Give and Tent for Lent” 
more details are  in your pack or on your email. 

 

Live Lent God’s Story our Story 

This weeks theme is Stories of Transformation 

which do you find most helpful or challenging ? 

 

Sorry 

Our distribution of our Lent book of reflections 

didn’t quite go as expected,  the booklet and envelope 

 just met the 5mm maximum depth an additional sheet 

took it over the limit and the Post Office have charged 
excess postage on all  the booklets. 

 

 


