
St Benedict Biscop and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

7th February 

Second Sunday before Lent   

A reading from the book of Proverbs  
 

With great understanding, Wisdom is calling out. 
From the beginning, I was with the LORD. I was there 
before he began to create the earth. At the very first, 
the LORD gave life to me. When I was born, there 
were no oceans or springs of water. My birth was  

before mountains were formed or hills were put in 
place. It happened long before God had made the 
earth or any of its fields or even the dust. I was there 
when the LORD put the heavens in place and 
stretched the sky over the surface of the sea. I was 
with him when he placed the clouds in the sky and 
created the springs that fill the ocean. I was there 
when he set boundaries for the sea to make it obey 
him, and when he laid foundations to support the 
earth. I was right beside the LORD, helping him plan 
and build. I made him happy each day, and I was  

happy at his side. I was pleased with his world and 
pleased with its people. 

Proverbs 8.1, 22–31   

 

John reflects on the eternal nature of God’s love. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the     
beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was 
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world.  
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He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us, and  

 

John 1:1-14 

 

A Reflection  on our Gospel reading from William Cole. 

 

The course of Confirmation preparation  which I 

 attended back in 1975 was rigorous: an hour each  

Sunday afternoon for 23 weeks. I remain grateful for this 
formation in Christian faith . At the end of one session 
the Vicar, a gifted and thorough Bible teacher asked 
‘How do we have spiritual life’? In the group we came up 
with responses such as ‘coming to church’ or ‘keeping 
the 10 commandments’ or ‘being good’, to each of 
which the Vicar said gently and precisely ,’no – you must 
wait until next week’. It felt like a cliff hanger ending of 
an episode in a TV drama ! The following Sunday, we 
were referred to John’s Gospel, chapter 1, verses 12-13 ‘ 
To all who received him [Jesus Christ] ,who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man but of God’. 
 

A light came on for me that day, a liberating step on the 
journey of living faith. I woke up to the reality of Grace, 
of God’s generous free giving,  that we  receive through 
trust in Jesus Christ ‘believing in his name’. We are  

assured that we are God’s beloved sons and daughters.  

It’s a thrilling and personal aspect in the majestic  
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Almighty God 

give us reverence for all creation 

and respect for every person 

that we may mirror your likeness 

in Jesus Christ our lord. Amen 

 



opening chapter of St John’s Gospel. We are in it too! 
‘All’ who received him’ , anyone at all, now as then, 
even you and I. You don’t have to be born into a  

particular family or part of the world. God desires 
and calls people from everywhere ,of all ages to be 
born in a new way into the community of Jesus , the 
worldwide church.  
 

Back in the Old Testament, Moses asked God ‘’Show 
me your glory’’ [Exodus 33, vs 18]. Moses is not 

 permitted to see God’s face but is privileged to hear 
who God is ‘The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness’ [Exodus 34,vs5f]. This God, 
who here discloses something of his character is now 
seen in Jesus Christ ‘The Word made flesh ---we  

beheld his glory, full of grace and truth’ John 1, vs 14. 

If we want to know what God is really like, then it is 
to Jesus we must look. A wistful Muslim from         
Pakistan said this: ‘ I did not want to change my     
religion. I did not want to join the church. I am a 
Christian for one reason only. Having seen Christ, I 
can worship no one else. And if ever someone 
proved to me that ,after all, God is not like what I see 
in Jesus, I should turn atheist. I had rather kneel 
down and worship the next little child that offered 
me its stick of candy out of love’ 

William 
 

Prayers for the Second Week of Lent 
 

Sunday 

Pray that Jesus may shine as a light in the darkness of 
these times.  (John 1: 5) 

Monday 

Pray for the people of Northern Nigeria under threat 
from ISIL, Boko Haram and Fulani herdsmen. 

Tuesday 

Pray that the Brexit terms will continue to protect 
the Good Friday agreement. 

Wednesday 

Pray for the people of Tigray, caught up in the      
conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

Pray for victims of domestic abuse, which has        
increased since lockdown started. 

Friday  

Pray that WHO, who have been working in China, 
may find the cause of the Covid pandemic. 

Saturday 

Pray for the Uighur people as they face severe  

oppression by the Chinese government. 
 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Margaret Ward, Joy Waistell,  Jane,  

Sarah Aldridge, Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,       

Joan Edwards, Irene Haycock and Carl Baker. 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 
 

Those who have died 

  Brenda Hunt, Sonya Taylor, Elizabeth Ryman,                

Trevor Kirk, Colin Bailey, Alice Carter and Gordon Tait. 
 

Tuesday Prayer with Revd Susan Watson 
7.00pm on Zoom Tuesday 9th February. 

Email  Sue for more details. Everyone welcome. 

Sunday Compline with Sarah 8.00pm on Zoom 
 

Lockdown and our Church 
There will be a service for the Second Sunday before Lent 

on Facebook and YouTube0.                                                    
(PS we could  still do with more likes!) 

St Benedict’s will remain open for private prayer. 
 

Stewardship Envelopes for 2021 

Nigel Welch will deliver your new yellow envelopes to 
your home, please use them from this Sunday. We are 

very grateful for your continuing support of our mission in 
Wombourne. During these difficult times we are grateful 

to those that have converted to Standing Order, if you 
would like to join them or to join the  

envelope scheme, or if any personal details have 
changed, please let  Nigel Welch know ASAP. 

 Contact: 01902 324111, womwelch@hotmail.com   
 

Shaping for Mission 

The Covid 19 Pandemic  has challenged the Diocese to 
think about the best ways it can support  it’s churches 

mission particularly with limited resources.. Our Deanery 
has been asked to  look at all our churches to see if  

Mission can be achieved more effectively. A group with 

Representatives from every group of Parishes including 
our own Smestow Vale Team Ministry has started work 
on the preliminaries to a plan. They would value your 

prayers in this challenging task. 
 

Lent 2021 

Nest Week we will be distributing  “Live Lent, God’s story 
our story” to all everyone. This is the Church of England’s 

Initiative for Lent 2021 and it gives short readings and 
suggestions for private prayer up until Easter. We will also 
be supporting Shelter Boxes appeal “Give a Tent for Lent” 

more details next week. 

 

 

 

  


