
 

See where she comes apparelled like the Spring -                             
William Shakespeare 
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Editorial from Olly C 

Did we think that Covid 19 would last for this long?   Not at all - but we have 
managed to get this far and with the vaccine roll-out perhaps the end is in 
sight.  This year has had mixed blessings for many different people, and 
everyone on the Grapevine Editorial Committee extend their sympathy and 
prayers to those who have lost a loved one, family member or friend.  This 
time has been particularly upsetting for you all. 

Personally I have been surprised and amazed at how much I have enjoyed 
my new-found freedom,   Time is so important that we neglect it at our peril, 
and I am afraid that this is what has happened to myself and many of my 
friends.    It was completely exhilarating to walk around Wombourne during 
lock-down.   I have found places, including alley-ways, which I never knew 
existed.   Other people, also walking for health, were friendly and stopped 
briefly for a chat, social distancing of course, and slowly but surely a new 
set of values replaced the old ones.   To be able to stop and look at God’s 
creation.   I lost count of the number of times when seeing a lovely view, 
just a tree, or a group of daffodils or bluebells that I shed a few tears - with 
this enforced lock-down was God really trying to tell me something.  We all 
need more personal time, perhaps just doing nothing, or we become jaded 
and boring.  

Like everyone, I started with a will, cleaning out cupboards and sorting out 
clothes and other items to re-cycle as and when the occasion arose.   I worked 
tirelessly in my garden  - I was amazed at how far some of the plants had 
spread - after being neglected for a number of years they were tired, couldn’t 
produce flowers and needed rejuvenating.   I have started growing vegetables 
again - this year I have grown tomatoes from seed, and have 7 plants which 
are being nurtured.   My next task, at the week-end, is doing a potato sack 
for early potatoes.   My grandfather always said that potatoes should be 
sown on Good Friday - I will be a little early, never mind! 

I was so interested to type an article from Anne Freeman, page 4, which she 
had submitted after a request in the last issue.  You will be amazed - she puts 
to shame my meagre efforts! 

We all send our congratulations and best wishes to our Rector, Paul, who 
has recently celebrated 40 years as a priest.   They say the first 40 years 
are the worst!     

Also on page 3 is a request from Nigel, our Distribution Manager to anyone 
interested in joining the team of deliverers.   We really have no idea when 
we will be producing a printed copy of Grapevine, but rest assured, we will 
do so at the earliest possible opportunity.   It is doubtful if this will be for the 
next issue, June/July, but possibly for the August/September issue.   

I hope you enjoy this Grapevine.   Everyone working on Grapevine sends 
their best wishes for Easter.   The Lord is risen! - He is risen indeed! 
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I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E S 

DEADLINE    June / July issue 

5 May 2021               

  DISTRIBUTION:  From last Thursday in month 

prior to publication date (after 11.30 pm)           

Our services for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will be on Facebook and YouTube 

We are looking forward to re-opening St Benedict’s  on Easter Sunday, 4 April, to celebrate the holiest day in our church year 

The Services will be 

8.00 am Holy Communion  9.30 am Holy Communion  11.00 Holy Communion 

Booking is essential - please contact Hilary - by email   hilmoore@gmail.com  or telephone 01902 892856 

 BELATED CONGRATUALTIONS                      
TO REV’D PREB PAUL 

 
 

Our Rector Paul 
marked 40 years 
since his 
ordination as a 
Deacon in 
December 1980.  

Paul has spent 
the majority of 
his ministry 
here with us in 
Wombourne 
having arrived 
in September 
1998.  He has 
guided us as a 
friend and priest 
and overseen 
many changes. 

 

 

Joan, our Churchwarden, presented him with a                             
small gift to mark this occasion in Church 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

HIMLEY 

Children’s Society 

 

A huge thank you to Himley box holders,  
Who, despite the current restrictions, have 
managed to get their boxes to me in a safe 
manner.    

I am very grateful to everyone 

The magnificent total of £661.16 was raised 
for the Children’s Society. 

Like all charities, the Society has suffered a 
great loss of income during the pandemic 
and so this sum will be very welcome. 

Thank you all very much 

     Olwyn 

 Grapevine Deliverers 

Nigel would be grateful for some help in 
delivering magazines, when normal service 
resumes.   

This involves delivering a magazine 6 times  
a year to addresses near you.   The areas  
we are particularly looking for help are in 
Planks Lane, Walk Lane, Rennison Drive  
and the Swindon areas. 

If you would like to help deliver this valued 
community magazine then please contact: 

  Nigel Welch - 01902 324111    

womwelch@hotmail.com  

or through the Parish Office in Church Road, 
open 9.30 am to 1.00 pm Monday to Friday. 

     Many thanks 

mailto:womwelch@hotmail.com
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Suddenly in March last year, Covid 19 a very 
dangerous virus ran out of control, and we had to 
close everything down.   No Church, no family get-
togethers, no visits to friends, no restaurants, no 
shopping (only food), no theatres and no cinemas.  
There were two metre restrictions on space with other 
people and the NHS was at breaking point. 

Yes, this was difficult, but it gave us a very precious 
gift - TIME. 

Time to do all the things we need or want to do in our 
homes and gardens, but normally life takes over and 
they don’t get done. 

Like many of my friends, I cleaned out every cupboard 
in the house, found a few surprises and filled a few 
bin bags.  Then I looked at the garden.  I had to mow 
the lawn (gardener shielding), sort out the flower 
beds, plant seeds, paint fences, restore benches, 
make new outdoor cushions, paint planters, and give 
the garage door a new look.  All I needed was to be 
able to invite friends for lunch or tea in the garden - 
but only in very small groups.   

We had a respite time in August and September with 
places open again - but Covid 19 raged again, and 
we were back in ‘lockdown’. 

So again we had TIME.  To read, to think, to practise 
mindfulness, and to be more aware of the beauty all 
around us.  I spent many hours sitting by the pond in 
my daughter’s garden, watching tadpoles, frogs, 
dragonflies, and butterflies, whilst enjoying lovely food 
from her barbeque. 

When church was allowed to open for services, Joan 
and I spent an hour each Saturday afternoon preparing 
the altar for Communion.  This was a spiritual and 
special time for us.   

The wonders of technology make it possible to see 
and talk to our loved ones, and that is wonderful, but 
doesn’t compare with a hug. 

My friend, Christina, said the week had no markers - 
no church, no meetings, no days out for lunch, no 
visits to her family.  She said she always had a sherry 
after Church on Sunday, so I said “why not have a 
sherry after watching the service on TV or our Church 
service on YouTube?  - what’s more, how about a 

few of us having a sherry on Sunday about 12 noon, 
and ring each other, and remember friends doing 
similar.”   The idea caught on and we have a few 
members (no names!) saying ‘cheers’ at 12 noon.   

I decided to decorate two bedrooms and found paint, 
wallpaper and even ready-made paste on line.  The 
Internet is wonderful!   I made curtains, cushions, 
bedspreads, painted and papered, and had a lovely 
time.  Now all I need is for family and friends to come 
and stay. 

I love to cook for a crowd, and that is something I do 
miss. 

It is very pleasing to find an unexpected parcel on 
your doorstep.  A gift from and friend, a parcel from 
my son and daughter-in-law, a book, a beautiful plant, 
or some very special tea (I do like tea!).  People are 
so kind. 

There is more time for reading, with my lovely big 
ginger cat, Lincoln, sitting bedside me.  In the books, 
we have travelled the world, looked back in history, 
and laughed and cried at some great poetry. 

Christmas was very different this year - there was 
very little browsing the shops for suitable gifts, so it 
was time to use craft skills - knitting, sewing, baking, 
making wonderful preserves from a bumper damson 
crop - including damson gin! - all became presents for 
family and friends. 

Christmas Day was so happy shared with my little 
family, but was over far too soon. 

In January we were in full ‘lockdown’ again, but this 
time we had hope in the vaccine to help us back to 
normal life.  I have had my first jab, and am so 
grateful.  Now we have a road map to ease us back 
to normal life, but it may take until the end of June. 

Christina, my dear friend, it is time to buy another 
bottle of sherry. 

    Anne Freeman 

Thank you Anne for sharing all your ‘exploits’ from last 
March.   I think you have put the rest of us to shame.    

A lot of us are wondering who is in the  ‘happy Sunday set’ 
at 12 noon - well the sun is ’over the yardarm’!  Olly 

A VERY PRECIOUS  GIFT - THE GIFT OF TIME 

2020 / 2021 
SPRING, SUMMER, AUTUMN, WINTER and SPRING 

and we are still in lockdown 

Miscellaneous observations 

Wrinkles mean you laughed; grey hair mean you care; scars mean you lived; a large rear end means you                                    
love take-aways. 

If money talks, my wallet is whispering. 

I don’t think the therapist is supposed to say ‘you did what?!’ that many times in your first session, but here we are. 

I’m on two diets.   I wasn’t getting enough food on one. 

Stealing someone’s coffee is called mugging. 

Nowadays the only time a person gets on his knees is to look for his contact lenses. 

Everyone seems normal until you get to know them. 

Warning:   Dates in your calendar are closer than they appear. 
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I am grateful to Jeremy Sylvester, vicar of Darlaston, 
for reminding me that the word Lent comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon word Lencton which was the word for 
‘spring’ and literally meant ‘lengthen’.   

Our lives. and that of our crops, are governed by the 
seasons of the sun, and, as we pass the midwinter 
solstice around Christmas, the days grow longer until 
the Spring Equinox, this year 20 March.   This is often 
seen as the first day of Spring which therefore ends 
with the Summer Solstice around 21 June. 

Personally it makes more sense to follow what is 
often called a Celtic pattern that sees the shortest 
and longest days as marking the middle of Winter 
and the middle of Summer -  thus the equinoxes 
marking the middle of Spring and Autumn.  So, for 
me Spring begins at Candlemas with the snowdrops 
and first buds and ends on May Day.   But whenever 
you count each season’s beginning, each has a 
spiritual character that sets a rhythm to the year that 
in many ways matches the rhythm of the seasons of 
our lives. 

Spring is the time of new birth and exuberant youth.  
It emerges from the darkness of winter as a seed 
aroused from sleep - at first slowly amid the darker 
days and the cold of winter, but like the snowdrops    
it rears its new life from out of the apparently lifeless 
sleeping earth.   From these small beginnings the 
days lengthen, until at the Equinox we pass from the 
dark half of the year to the light half, and day becomes  
once again longer than night.  The sun rises higher in 
the sky and its warmth draws closer - new shoots 

become full blossoms and trees come into leaf. The 
promise of new life becomes a fullness promising 
summer and autumn fruitfulness. 

Easter is often near to the Equinox, indeed in the 
early church there was a belief that the first Easter fell 
on 25 March which was in the old Roman calendar 
also the date of the Equinox.  It still is the date of the 
Annunciation when Gabriel came to Mary with the 
promise of Jesus’ new life to come.   

These festivals remind us, as they come in the 
springtime, that God is the one who brings new life in 
the times when our lives have entered Winter.  For 
many this year, the Covid 19 pandemic will feel like a 
long winter, and this Spring is a time of waiting for life 
to return, as the days lengthen towards mid-summer 
on 21 June.  If this last winter is one many of us share, 
there will also be many individual winters, times of lost 
hope, grief, illness and many other ways that our lives 
can feel trapped, on hold, or deeply dark that we long 
to emerge from.  

For those who feel they are in winter, the new shoots 
of Spring remind us of God’s gift of new life waiting in 
the tomb, in the earth to rise up.  

For all of us, it is time to reflect and ask God what 
new life God wants to bring in us, and how from small 
beginnings like seeds sown great things come. 

Revd Steve Hollinghurst is the Diocese’s                        
Evangelism Enabler with an environmental focus 

 

‘BISHOP’S  LETTER’ 

As the days lengthen – spirituality for springtime 

FURTHER NEWS FROM LICHFIELD 

Getting in shape for the future 
The last year has seen some dramatic changes in our world and the impact of them will take a while to become really 
clear.   The events of 2020 have also sped up some of the patterns that we were already facing in church and society.   
The increased reliance on technology for communications, and the changes in belonging and communities were already 
identifiable trends, as was the decline in church attendance, particularly amongst the younger generations. 

What this time has given us is the opportunity both to see these patterns clearly, and to do something about them?   
Shaping for Mission is Lichfield Diocese’s response to these opportunities and challenges.   How do we respond to the 
reality of a church that seeks to serve a changing world with smaller numbers of members, fewer clergy and more 
limited finances than it has been used to in the past?   How do we build on the flexibility, creativity and resilience we 
have shown across our church communities during Covid-19 and the various phases of lockdown?   How together, 
should we shape the church in the present and the future? 

These are questions for churches across the country and beyond.   In Lichfield Diocese, we are working in deaneries to 
explore what God is calling us to.  

Lichfield is divided up into 28 deaneries, geographical areas of groups of parishes.   Each Deanery has a team of 
people, supported by a member of diocesan staff, who are doing the work for Shaping for Mission with, and on behalf of, 
the Deanery.  You may already have been asked to fill out a questionnaire as part of the review stage.  The first piece of 
work the teams are doing is to take stock of the Deanery; of all that it offers to develop discipleship, to encourage 
vocation and to inspire evangelism.  The teams are gathering information from across deaneries to do this, including 
chaplaincies, schools and fresh expressions as well as parishes.   If you haven’t heard about the review in your 
Deanery, do speak to your vicar, deanery synod rep, or contact the Rural Dean. 

After the team have completed the review, they will move on to some vision setting for the Deanery; listening to God and 
the members of the Deanery to imagine the shape of Christian presence in the future.  

This is a real opportunity to be bold, creative and faithful as we wonder what shape the church will be in years to come 
and work out ways to make our mission and ministry sustainable.  The vision-setting process will lead into a phase of 
working with Archdeacons and Area Bishops to develop a plan for the Deanery, based on the vision, and, identifying the 
practical steps towards a new shape for the Deanery. 

     Dr Lindsey Hall  

(leads the team of Shaping for Mission facilitators   and is herself working with five deaneries) 
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Today I was greatly challenged by just one sentence 
that I read in the "Samaritans Purse" newsletter which 
stated the following . . . 
 

" While most of the world has been in lockdown, 
millions of people have been on the move, 
desperately looking for their next meal or a safe 
place to live." 

 
Here in the UK many people have suffered great 
losses and faced many challenges and hardship over 
the past year, but this statement reminds us of the 
enormous suffering of people in other countries, 
beyond what we are ever likely to see or endure.   

It set me on a train of thought about the lessons we 
can learn from lockdown.   Perhaps the most 
important one is to be more thankful for the many 
things in our lives that we have taken for granted; 
things which, prior to lockdown we couldn't have 
imagined being taken from us.  The list is long - hugs, 
kisses and gatherings with family and friends;  visiting 
family in care homes and hospitals;   attending 
funerals and weddings; going to church and singing 
our praises to God; going to shops, restaurants, 
theatres, cinemas, hospitality venues and public 
buildings; having a haircut; going on holiday; taking 
our children to school;  etc,  etc. 

Over the past year the world has been in a great 
storm but we have not all been in the same boat.  
Some of us have been on an ocean liner, feeling only 
some movement of waves, while others are just 
surviving by clinging on to a dinghy or life raft!   I am 
reminded of a beautiful song, "Faithful One" which 
declares to God that "All through the storm your love 
is the anchor . . .   My hope is in you alone".    

For Christians, we have chosen to hold on tightly to 
God, believing that this pandemic has certainly not 
taken Him by surprise, and trusting that He is still in 
control of His world!!   God is bringing about His 
purposes and plan and His people are to wait, watch 
and pray.   During the pandemic the Church has had 
to move its work and activities to the wonderful online 
resources that are available, and so many individual 

churches have been very active and fruitful in 
reaching many more people.  In a crisis we all need 
hope and the Church has been enabled to hold out 
the one, true and lasting hope for our world - the 
good news of Jesus.  And many people have turned 
to Him through those online resources and found that 
sure hope they were looking for. 

As the time approaches for a slow release from 
lockdown, we are all longing for those lost freedoms 
that I listed earlier.   But as we wait for them to be 
returned to us, it's important to pause and make time 
to evaluate the key lessons we have learned about 
what is of true and lasting value in life. 

What things are we going to leave behind in 
lockdown and what new things will we take with us 
into the days ahead?   What changes do we need to 
make to our lifestyle, priorities, relationships, belief 
systems?   At a time when "death" and the fear of 
dying has crouched at many doors, where will we 
spend eternity?   If we fail to evaluate and learn 
lessons from this unique time in history, we will have 
missed an opportunity for change and transformation 
in our personal world; for the good of our society and 
for the health of our world in general. 

As I think about this process of evaluation I am 
reminded of another wonderful song written by 
Graham Kendrick which compares the value of 
possessing earthly things to the unsurpassing 
greatness of knowing Jesus -  

 

"All I once held dear, built my life upon. 
All this world reveres and wars to own, 
All I once thought gain, I have counted loss. 
Spent and worthless now compared to this, 
Knowing you Jesus - there is no greater thing". 

 
  May you learn your lessons well! 

     Linda Revitt 
 
Welcome back Linda, as always, a very thought-provoking 
article - thank you, Olly 

  . 

LESSONS FROM LOCKDOWN 

 

Miscellaneous observations on our Christian pilgrimage . . . 

It is the person who most knows himself liable to fall that will be most ready to overlook any offences from 
his fellow men - Alexander Auld 

Those who say they will forgive but can’t forget, simply bury the hatchet but leave the handle out for 
immediate use - D L Moody  

Swallowing of pride seldom leads to indigestion - Anon 

When we take least notice of our good deeds ourselves, God takes most notice of them - Matthew Henry 

Rush is destructive of rest, and pace of peace  - Thomas Adams 

It’s easier to fight for one’s principles than to live up to them - Anon 

Some people’s religion reminds me of a rocking-horse, which has motion without progress  - Rowland Hill 

Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there - Anon 

The hurrier I go, the behinder I get! - Anon 

Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime -      
Martin Luther 
            Parish Pump 

 

 



Looking for Lizards  

 

 

April is one of the best times of year to search for 
reptiles such as lizards, as they are getting active 
in the spring but need to bask a lot to warm up - 
so can be quite easy to spot.  

Reptiles are poikilothermic, meaning that their 
internal temperature varies depending on the 
weather, as opposed to homeothermic animals 
like us, who can maintain a nearly constant 
internal temperature.  These characteristics used 
to be called cold or warm blooded.   In the spring 
reptiles need to be warmed in order to be active, 
but later in the year, when the weather is hotter, 
they do not need to come out into the open, and 
may actually need to shelter to cool down - in 
case predators might find them. 

Churchyards can be brilliant for all reptiles 

because they contain a mixture of warm places 
to bask such as stones and short grass.  These 
are usually close to places where they can 
shelter, such as gaps and cracks within stone 
walls, long and tussocky grass, uneven ground 
with holes and also larger gaps within the joints 
of monuments such as chest tombs. 
Churchyards are also rich in invertebrate food, in 
part due to the absence of chemicals such as 
pesticides.  

When searching for lizards look several metres 
ahead of where you are walking, going slowly 
and quietly.  Reptiles can pick up vibrations from 
sudden movement and are aware of shadows 
falling on them. Search on flat stones and south-
facing banks of short grass, close to good hiding 
places.   First light is the best time, when they are 
cold and need the warmth of the sun.  Lift flat 
stones and pieces of wood to search for 
slowworms (a lizard without legs), who often 
‘bask’ underneath something that will transmit 
heat. Roofing felt is a favourite and you can put 
half metre squares of this out if you want to search 
for slowworms. Give them a few weeks to 
discover the felt squares then peep under them 
at the start and end of the day. Please let us know 
if you spot any of these fascinating reptiles in your 
churchyard. 

Spring on the Wing 

 

I  always listen as well as look for the first signs of spring 
and the call of the Chiffchaff never fails to delight. This 
small buff and brown bird, sometimes described by bird 
watchers as one of the Small Brown Jobs, or SBJs, is for 
me the sound of early spring. Chiffchaffs are not true 
migrants, 
but they 
do move 
south in 
response 
to cold 
weather, 
often 
wintering 
in 
southern 
Europe.   
They 
have always been one of  the first birds to return in spring 
and now, in response to climate change, more Chiffchaffs 
are remaining in the UK over winter, moving to warmer 
places and waiting for spring before starting to sing. 

The Chiffchaff is a leaf warbler, restlessly searching for 
small insects on the undersides of leaves, sometimes 
hovering and reaching to pick them off, or darting out to 
catch them on the wing, when, if you listen carefully, you 
may hear its bill snap shut on the insect.  Its fine, needle-
like bill is perfect for picking up its prey. 

The Chiffchaff calls its name, an example of 
onomatopoeia like the Cuckoo.   It has a loud, two-tone 
song and can sing for hours on end.  March is a great 
time to spot, as well as hear Chiffchaffs, as many of the 
taller trees that they favour are still without leaves.  British 
warblers tend to have subtle, camouflaged plumage and 
many look very similar, particularly if you are peering into 
a tree or shrub catching a glimpse of part of a moving 
bird!    The Chiffchaff is nearly identical to the Willow 
Warbler for example but has a completely different song 
and this is the easiest way to identify these birds. 

So listen out for your first Chiffchaff and if you hear one in 
your local churchyard or cemetery then please let Caring 
for Gods Acre know.   You can go straight onto our  

 

iRecord 
system, or 
send it to 
me by 
email, or 
phone 
01588 
673041  

 

 

 
Just tell us when and where you heard the Chiffchaff and 
who you are, its as simple as that. 

 

 

 All the best, Harriet Carty 

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk,  

Willow Warbler 

Chiffchaff 
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METHODIST CHURCH 

MINISTER: Revd Teddy Siwila, 01902 332716 

Lay Worker:  Richard French, 01902 676297 

Church Council Sec. David Hotchkiss, 01902 336174 

COMMON ROAD, WOMBOURNE 

SUNDAY SERVICES     

10.30 am weekly, and 6.30 pm 1st & 3rd Sunday only 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WOMBOURNE 

  Chairman: Tess Guest, 01902 894219                                            

 Secretary: Angela Pickering, 01902 896997  

Treasurer.  Laurie Gainer, 01902 895849 
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St Michael’s, Himley & St John’s, Swindon  
Team Minister - post vacant 

Vicarage, 12 St John’s Close,  Swindon, DY3 4PG         
01384 298627                                   

 ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY 

Churchwardens: Frank Nicholls 01902 677300 and 
Caroline Mason 07483 924 201  

All Age Worship, 11 am, 1st Sunday:  
 Holy Communion 11 am on 2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th Sundays 

Mid-week Prayer Group, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 

         ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON 
Churchwardens: posts vacant 

 9.30 am Holy Communion - variations to this may be 
found on page 10  

St John’s CE Primary School, 01384 273865 
 

Holy Cross, Bobbington & All Saints, Trysull 
  Rev’d Richard Fisher, Vicarage, School Road,      

Trysull, WV5 7HR      01902 476843                                                          

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BOBBINGTON 
Churchwardens ,  Alan Bill 01384  221209 

Jane Southall, 01384 221176 

Morning Worship, 11.15 am,  1st Sunday 

Holy Communion 11.15 am,  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

Corbett VA CE Primary School, 01384 221260 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TRYSULL 
Churchwarden: Pauline Careless, 01902 894723 

Alan Compson, 01902 898334 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Weekly: 8 am Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays each 

month, 6.30 pm Evensong weekly 

9.45 am Holy Comm,  but 2nd Sun 10 am All Age Worship  

All Saints’ CE (VC) Primary School, 01902 894552 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ST BERNADETTE’S, RENNISON DRIVE 
Parish Priest  Monsignor Crisp 01902 423005  

Assistant Priests   Fr Gary Mantle and 
Fr Sean Gough 

Pastoral Assistants Sisters of St Ann of Providence 
Parish Telephone 01902 341343 / 423005 

WEEKEND MASS - Sunday 9.00 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES:- Wednesday Evening prayer 6.15  
before Mass 6.30 pm:   Tuesday 9.30 am: Friday 9.30 am 

Thurs 9.30-10.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 10.00 -10.30 am  

St Bernadette’s R C Primary School, 01902 894787 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MINISTER:  Vacant  

Wombourne Ch Sec David Balderstone 01902 893973 

WOMBOURNE  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 10.45 am FAMILY SERVICE   

    Wednesdays: Morning prayer 10 am 

SWINDON SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning 10.30 am:     

Thursday prayers 10 am  
Swindon Church Sec Ken Hughes 01384 298275  

 KINGSWAY CHURCH 
 High Street, Wombourne                                                

(In fellowship with Assemblies of God in Gt Britain & N Ireland) 

www.kingsway-church.co.uk  

Pastor John Price 07922 614661                                     

SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30 am  and  6.00 pm  

New Horizons Wed 12.30  :  Knitting Group Wed 2 pm 

 Younger People: Fridays, 5-8’s, 9-12’s, 12’s-18’s 
Babies, Toddlers + Pre-School                                                     

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, term time only 
 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND:  SMESTOW VALE TEAM CHURCHES 
Wombourne Churches: St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable Bede  

Team Rector: Revd Preb Paul Brown, The Vicarage, School Road, Wombourne: 01902 892234: prebpbrown@gmail.com 

Associate Minister :   Revd Sue Watson - 07932 175846 

Licensed Readers: Laurie Gainer  01902 895849, Susan Williams 01902 326529 and William Cole 

Children’s Worker:   Sarah Mullen, 07702 376 169  sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

AT ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH 
Churchwardens   

      Hilary Moore 01902 892856  :  Joan Parker 01902 893410 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 am Holy Communion (said)  10.30 Parish Eucharist, (sung) 
1st Sunday 6.30 Evensong:   2nd Sunday 7 pm  Taizé Worship 

MIDWEEK: Tuesdays 9.30 Holy Communion 
St Benedict Biscop CE Primary School,01902 892197 

AT THE VENERABLE BEDE CHURCH 

Churchwarden:  Peter Cartwright  01902 895765 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
9 am Parish Eucharist (sung) 

MIDWEEK: Thursdays 11 Holy Communion 

The above information in respect of Church services will not apply during the current period of lockdown.   We will try to list any special services 
throughout Grapevine, but for current information it would be wise for you to contact your own church on the telephone numbers above 
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The Dig 
During the dark evenings, just before winter gave way 
to the lighter evenings of early spring, I enjoyed 
watching Netflix’s  “The Dig” - a film about one of the 
most amazing archaeological discoveries of the post 
war years.   

The discovery of an Anglo Saxon burial ship at Sutton 
Hoo, just before the outbreak of the Second World 
War, amazed even the most eminent scholars.  
Dating back to the dark ages, it contained amazing 
treasures, beautifully crafted artefacts in both gold 
and silver - artefacts that suggested a much more 
cultured people than had been popularly believed.   

In 1939 one question remained, why was there no 
body - a question that bemused archaeologists and 
scholars until the site was re-excavated in the late 
1960’s when new scientific techniques enabled an 
analysis of the soil below the burial chamber.  An 
analysis that was able to demonstrate that there had 
been a body, but that over decades it had been 
decomposed and dissolved in the soil. 

When Mary Magdalene went to the garden of the 
resurrection just after dawn on that first Easter Sunday 
and found that the stone sealing the tomb had moved 
and that the tomb was empty, questions turned over 
and over in her mind - including what has happened 
to the body.(John 21:v15).   It is a question that 
generations of people have asked.  

Nonetheless I was surprised a few years ago to read 
a headline in the papers suggesting that  archaeologists 
had found the bones of Jesus in Jerusalem, together 
with those of his mum Mary, Mary Magdalene and 
other members of his family.   Intrigued, I decided to 

find out a bit more, especially as the Apostle Paul  
wrote, in 1 Cor 15,  “If there is no resurrection, then 
Christ was not raised; and if Christ were not raised, 
then our Gospel is null and void, and so to is your 
faith.” 

Well, its seems that the discoveries in Jerusalem,  
weren’t quite such hot news as I was first been led to 
believe!   Yes, the archaeologists had found a family 
tomb in Jerusalem, and yes it did contain a number of  
named ossuaries (a limestone box) complete with 
bones, but all this was some years before.  So in best 
21st century tradition I decided to do a little research 
on the internet to find out a bit more about these 
particular caskets, and there was lots to learn - lots 
about the burial practices of the Jews;   lots about 
which names were popular at that time.  There was 
so much information that I very quickly realised that 
the headline was a mixture of  fact, story and 
conjecture, to entertain and make a profit. 

So would the presence or absence of those bones 
shaken my faith.   Not at all, because when Mary 
looked into the tomb and found it was empty, and 
then met the gardener, it was just the beginning of a 
life-changing relationship.   A life-changing 
relationship that St Paul bore witness to when he 
wrote,  “Jesus appeared to Peter, afterwards to the 
twelve . . . and last of all he appeared to me”.    

A life-changing experience that changed the lives not 
just of Jesus’ closest friends, but countless millions of 
ordinary men and women ever since.   

   Happy Easter, Paul Brown 

MINISTER’S LETTER  

EASTER, the most joyful day of the year 

Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians.   Christ has died for our sins.   We are forgiven.   Christ has 
risen!   We are redeemed!   We can look forward to an eternity in His joy!   Hallelujah! 

The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to someone in a few minutes.   It is 
so profound that for the rest of their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God. 

Why does the date move around so much?  Because the date of Passover moves around, and according to the 
biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover.   Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, and it lasts 
for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates to late March or early April. 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm dates for the first Good 
Friday: Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD with Easter Day falling two days later.   Modern scholars 
continue to think these two Fridays to be the most likely. 

Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring Equinox, which 
is broadly true.   But the precise calculations are complicated and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical full 
moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky.   The earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22 March, 
which last fell in 1818.   The latest is 25 April, which last happened in 1943. 

Why the name, ‘Easter’?   In almost every European language, the festival’s name comes from ‘Pesach’, the 
Hebrew word for Passover.   The Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility 
goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede.   He thought that the Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur month,’ but 
may have confused her with the classical dawn goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining in the 
east’.  So, Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning month’ - a good time for starting up again after a long winter. 

Finally, why Easter eggs?  On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in most European cultures.  On the 
other hand, hens start laying regularly again each Spring.   Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see 
how decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate Easter. 

             Parish Pump 
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Phil’s appreciation of Wombourne, the 
village in which he and his family have 
made their home for over 50 years, was 
utterly whole-hearted.  That this love of 
the village also included its history was 
an enormous benefit when we came to 
set up the Wombourne History Group 
for he, Tony Unwin and I were the 
founder members; that was when I first 
really came to know him and his family. 

Phil was born in Birkenhead and 
married Mary, a Wolverhampton girl, in 
the town.   His professional life was 
based in Sedgley, Worcester and 
Kidderminster, where he worked as a 
Town Planning Officer - ending his 
career as Director of Planning for Wyre 
Forest District Council.  

 

His MPhil thesis was on An Economic History of Bewdley 1770-1870,  but one of his great passions was for maps; 
he liked nothing more than discussing and explaining them, particularly when WHiG mounted an exhibition.  It was 
a great sorrow to him, as for many of us, that there were so few maps of Wombourne available, but he rejoiced in 
the splendid map which was attached to the 1840 Tithe map of the village.  

Another of his other passions was for Wombourne’s pubs (and presumably what they sold!).   He knew a great 
deal about them and the subject still remains a “lost project” as he was never able to finish his long-promised 
article on these in time for it to be included in one of WHiG’s books.   Perhaps Sal, who became his amanuensis, 
will make his work available at some future period. 

Phil enjoyed life;  he liked good food, good company and a party;   Mary and he were generous hosts, but this joy 
for the good things of life was supported by a keen intellect.   Everything he did was done with whole-hearted 
enthusiasm.  This included driving his motorised scooter at risk to life and limb, resulting in several near accidents. 
Many of the current members of WHiG will not have known Phil before the major stroke which put him into a 
wheelchair and almost took his speech from him.   Despite failing health and admissions to hospital he battled on, 
thanks to his own indomitable spirit and the support of Sal, Nick, Mary and a good band of carers.   Those of us 
who knew him, particularly before his stroke, were the better for having met him.  I was lucky in having his support 
during the early days of WHiG and my time as Secretary.   I appreciated the man and all he tried to do for local 
history in Wombourne. 

                       Margaret King 

Philip Pennell        1936-2021 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

Rarely, if ever, has a book review taken place in Grapevine.  This one 
is different and proves that modern day miracles still happen.  The book 
is called Blood and Sand and written by Frank Gardner, the BBC 
correspondent.  How this man is still alive only the good Lord will know.  
What makes this book so moving, often humorous, is the fact that he has 
woven into it a brilliantly dispassionate account of the Islamic world.  

Frank read Arabic at Exeter University, and in part that surely saved his 
life.  It is nearly 500 pages of compulsive reading which highlights the 
very dangerous job he had in the Middle East.   Awarded the OBE for 
services to journalism, Frank covered many stories for BBC television 
and radio.   From beginning to end this is a book all about survival and 
the long medical treatment he endured after being shot in the line of 
duty.  

The date all this happened was 6 June 2004, when his cameraman, 
Simon Cumbers, was killed, when they were ambushed by Al-Qaeda 
gunmen.   Against all the odds Frank Gardner survived and for just 
£10.99 you can read this amazing story for yourself.  

                                               John Pike  

PS - I am not his agent by the way, just very Impressed                                                    
by this very moving and inspiring book  

WELL DONE BOB 

Bob Hill who won the Cathedrals 
Christmas Quiz has informed 
Grapevine that the first prize, a bottle 
of wine, was collected, from John P, 
and gratefully received! 

It will be a 
long time 
before John 
produces 
another 
quiz, with 
another 
bottle of 
wine!!!!   We 
will find it 
difficult to 
wait!!! 

 

Thank you John you are an asset to 
the Editorial Committee.     Olly 
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Methodist Jottings 
 

 

Those of you who have walked or driven past the 
Methodist Church in Common Road lately will have 
noticed the frequently changing displays that are 
maintained by our stewards and leadership team.  

In Lent, passers-by are being invited to place a paper 
heart on the cross in memory of anyone lost to them, 
whether the result of Covid or not.  These will be placed 
on the altar at Easter.   Gail and Martin Cresswell 
hope that this and other activities will be a source of 
comfort and hope. 

These efforts are in part, to indicate to the 
community, that while we have had to close our doors 
for services and other activities, the church very 
much still exists, and that hopefully it will only be a 
matter of time before we can return to some degree 
of normality.    We hope to welcome back the High 
Flyers group, for instance, for some of their work. 

Also during Lent we are encouraging people to join in 
Action for Children’s “Count Your Blessings” Campaign. 
This offers a daily opportunity to reflect on the lives of 
children and young people growing up in difficult 
circumstances.   In the run-up to Christmas Sandra 
and Charles Clowes were asking members to reverse 
the usual Advent calendar idea, and, rather than 
taking something out each day, to give something 
each day, which often became a welcome donation to 
the Food Bank or a monetary donation to a charity. 

Gift bags were delivered to members who had not 
been able to get to church, and similarly the members 
of the Toddlers, Tea & Toast group were sent goodie 
bags, again with the hope of getting back together 
again soon.   Organiser Carole Walker sent thanks to 
Emily, our Circuit Youth Worker, for her help, and 
says families had been keen to know they had not 
been forgotten. 

We are sad to report the passing of one of our 
longest-serving members,  Barbara Springthorpe, 
whose funeral was held recently. It was relayed via   
a Zoom connection so that some of those unable to 
attend could share in the celebration of her life.  We 
send our condolences to Ray and the family.  We 
also heard that Judy Mellings’ son Clive had died, 
and we have put her and his family in our prayers.  In 
the past few months we have also lost Ona Saunders, 
who has moved to Cambridgeshire to be nearer her 
family, and Edna Fellows and Pauline Hotchkiss, who 
have now moved into full-time nursing care. 

Zoom has taken on an important role in the life of the 
church.  We join with our sister church at Springdale 
for Sunday services, and it is wonderful to see our old 
friends, and to get to know new ones, on line.   Not 
everyone can do this, of course, so we also send out 
worship sheets that people can follow at home.  We 
have also relaunched our Men’s Fellowship Group 
every fortnight and invite menfolk to join us.  Email 
me (dphotchkiss@btinternet.com) if you would like to 
be sent the link.   Our hour-long Thursday lunchtime 
meetings have covered topics that are many and 
varied! 

    David Hotchkiss 

Red Light 
A woman was found guilty in traffic court and when 
asked for her occupation she said she was a 
schoolteacher.   The judge rose from the bench. 
‘Madam, I have waited years for a schoolteacher to 
appear before this court.’   He then smiled with 
delight. ‘ Now sit down at that table and write “I will 
not run a red light” one hundred times.’ 

The Road to Nowhere? 

Lockdown has affected us all and closure of the 
Christian bookshops has meant we have not been 
able to get our usual daily Bible study booklets.  In 
the end I searched my bookshelves and found an   
old copy of William Barclay's Daily Study Bible of 
Mathew's Gospel.  This starts with a long list of 
names, showing the descent of Jesus Christ from 
Abraham.   It takes a special sort of genius to make  
a genealogy interesting but Barclay had this gift.  His 
concluding message is that Jesus was the fulfilment 
of prophecy.   He makes reference to the great Irish 
famine of the 19th century, when for want of a better 
idea men were set digging roads which had no 
purpose or destination - roads to nowhere.   If HS2 
came into my mind, was that undue cynicism? 

About this time I heard the Archbishop of York, if my 
memory is correct, speaking on "Thought for the 
Day", expressing his concern that the Government 
may be missing the opportunity that the pandemic 
brings of going beyond restoring what was normal, to 
repairing what has gone wrong in our society.  
William Barclay says that if we believe in prophecy 
we can never say that history is a road to nowhere. 
"At the fact of prophecy lies the eternal fact that life 
and the world are not on the way to nowhere, but on 
the way to the goal of God 

We are all waiting to see how our respective 
churches emerge from lockdown.  Some fear they  
will be diminished as people will have lost the habit  
of churchgoing, especially as many of our 
congregations are elderly.  Others see how many    
are accessing on-line ministry and are hopeful of 
reaping the fruits when churches re-open.  It is 
interesting to look back at the 19th century and see 
how often men and women, who were personally 
committed to being disciples of Jesus Christ, were 
proponents of legislation for social reform. 

At Kingsway we are encouraged by the response to 
on-line Alpha courses, especially the Youth Alpha.  
We firmly believe that the first step to improving our 
society is to reach out to the individual with God's 
promise of a new life in Jesus.  Covid-19 has 
wreaked havoc with people's hopes - broken 
businesses, curtailed education, restricted 
opportunities.   

But God's destination, 
according to 
Ephesians 1 verse 9 is 
"to bring all things in 
heaven and on earth 
together under one 
head, even Christ".   

That's definitely not "a road to nowhere!" 

   Arthur Butler, Kingsway Church 

mailto:dphotchkiss@btinternet.com
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    Alan Harbottle              

 Mobile 07813 961830 
  Office 01902 326124 

alan@ashheating.co.uk 

        WORCESTER 
        Bosch Group 

            Accredited Installer 

Summit Arboricultural Services 
•  All Tree work undertaken 
•   Waste removed off site 
•   NPTC Certified 
•   Fully insured 

PLUS all Landscaping 
work carried out 

Samuel Plant 
Home  01902 896560 
Mobile 07823 779369 

Email: stihlsawsammy@gmail.com 

CARPETS AND FLOOR COVERINGS 

Des Fellows 
2 Station Road, Wombourne 

Tel: Wombourne (01902) 893711 
SPECIAL STOCK OFFERS 

Cushionflors  *  Carpets  *  Remnants 
All types and qualities of Carpets  

supplied and Expertly Fitted 
Many Rugs        Carpet Whipping & Fringing 

Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds 

To arrange a home 
visit call Helen on 

01902 892195 
07515 515 542 

Helen Ryan  DipCFHP, MVR, MPSPract 

           Foot Health Practitioner 

Happy Feet 

    foot care 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

In the comfort of your own home SENIOR CITIZENS 

Call     F I O N A     on 

01902 338578 or 07836 505967 

Pest-a-Way 

 

Pest Control 

Wasps, rats, mice, 

moles, ants, etc., 

 

Please call Malcolm 

07931 243077 

Roger Piper 

Eng  Tech  LCGI  MIPHE  RP 

6 Longford Close, Wombourne 
Staffordshire, WV5 8HN 

Telephone    

01902 893334 

Mobile:  
07973 841344 

Plumbing, gas & 
Central heating services 

 

 

PEGGYLAIN 
INTERIORS 

 Bespoke made-to-measure 
Curtains and Blinds 

 Fabrics and Wallpapers 

 Net Curtains 

 Upholstery 

 Poles and Tracks 

 Fitting service available 

 Free quotation 

Come and visit our showroom 

01902 892449 
Station Road, Wombourne 

ORION 

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

Tel : 01902 335976 
Mob : 07958 500386 

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Smoke Alarms - 
Safes - Door & Window Locks - Security 

Lights - Intercoms - Access Control  

INTRUDER ALARM 
SPECIALIST: 

New Systems Installed 
Existing Systems Maintained 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured - All Work 
Guaranteed - Friendly, Reliable, Local 

Service with 25 years’ experience 

The Answer to all your Security Needs 

Keith Middlebrook 

orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com 

Wolverhampton       
Bike Shed 

Community based bike 
repair and recycling, 

powered by volunteers 
St Philip’s Church, Pennfields, WV3 7EN 

CONTACT  Joe Maggs 07988 447963 

info@wolverhamptonbikeshed.org 

 

High Quality Workmanship 
Interior and Exterior Work 
Advanced City & Guilds 

Over 30 years’ experience 
Free quotations 

Fully Insured 

01384 401859 
07981 596109 

D  E  C  O  R  A  T  I  N  G 
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L. M. SNEYD 

Painter and Decorator 
Plumbing                                Plastering 
Building Services       Property Repairs 
Carpentry                            Roof Repairs 

Artex Ceilings 

128 Himley Lane, Himley 

01902 324302 / 892876 

 

Tel: 01902 743892 
Mobile: 07774 732353 

M J McCarthy 
Plumbing & Heating 

Complete Fitted Bathroom Service,  
including Tiling & Electrics 

Installation, Service & Repair 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 

The  treasures on offer at  Caerlaverock, 
Mersehead, Threave and Loch Ken, are all 
easy drives from McMurdoston’s comfortable 
self-catering cottages and welcoming B & B.  
Mind you, with red squirrels, tree sparrows 
and red kites on the doorstep you may just 

want to stay here. 

www.mcmurdoston.co.uk           Sarah or Steve         01387 740200 

WAINWRIGHT  
        ELECTRICAL  
              SERVICES LTD 
24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

INDUSTRIAL  -  COMMERCIAL 
 AND DOMESTIC 

Electrical installations 
NICEIC Approved Contractor 

   Andy 01902 324657 : 07788 965832 

WOMBOURNE 
CIVIC CENTRE 

Function & meeting 
rooms for hire 

Discounts available for   
Wombourne Residents 

Call or email for prices              
and availability 

01902 896300 
enquiries@wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk 

BROOKBEDE ROOFING & BUILDING LTD 
We offer a complete roofing and building service 

All Flat Roofs  *  New Roofs  *  Tiled & Slate  *  Repointing  *  Chimneys 

 01902 895526                  07714 765 678 
Ingledene, Gravel Hill, Wombourne 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE                  

 01902 896170 : MOBILE 07721 754000   

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk 

LUNCH AND 
DINNER 
PARTIES 

* 

COCKTAIL 
PARTIES 

BUSINESS 
LUNCHES 

* 
FUNERALS 

* 
HOT/COLD 
BUFFETS 

Window Cleaning        

Water-fed pole or traditional  

Gutter, soffit and              

fascia cleaning 

Contact Mal Boden 

07931 243077 

Your Cleaner      
Solution 

Would you like a reliable friendly, fully insured cleaner to 
help you with your daily chores? 
With 10 years’ experience and Wombourne based, our 
rates are typically £10.50 hour.  

Call us free:  0800 7811 068 

www.yourcleanersolution.com 
info@yourcleanersolution.com 

 

Mr  G  OAKLEY 
17 Tipton Road, Sedgley 

Tel: 01902 885112   Mobile 07932651294 
CRB CLEARED 

All Aspects Of Building Maintenance Undertaken                        

TREE SURGERY - FELLED OR REDUCED 
JUNGLES CLEARED - RUBBISH REMOVED 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING : SLABBING & 

PAVING :  PATIOS PRESSURED CLEANING 
UPVC FASCIA & GUTTERING : NEW UPVC 

WINDOWS & DOORS : PLUMBING, BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS - NEW & REPAIRS : GUTTERS 

CLEANED & EMPTIED : DECORATING INSIDE & 
OUT : LOGS FOR SALE  : LICENSED TO CARRY 

RUBBISH 
From roof to Garden, No Job Too Small 

Member of Dudley Age Concert Fix-A-Home Scheme 

COMPANY DIRECTOR : MR GAVIN OAKLEY 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & GARDENING 
ESTABLISHED 1977 

WEST  MIDLANDS LTD 

VILLAGE PODIATRISTS 

Keeping local feet active 

Situated in the heart of the village, near 
the cricket club, Village Podiatrists (new 
name for RP Chiropody) are a team of 
highly qualified podiatrists, who treat feet 
from all walks of life. 

If you develop a problem with your feet 
or toes (including verrucae, ingrowing 
toenails, bunions, calluses, corns, 
general foot pain or diabetic 

complications), then contact Village 
Podiatrists. 

New Surgery at 

Suite 2, The Lodge, Carriers Fold, 
WOMBOURNE 

    01902 893454 
www.villagepodiatrists.com 

  

D Fellows Interiors   
Wombourne   

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Bedrooms  

01902 546636     07703 735670 

dinteriors@outlook.com             
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Wills and                                      
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 
Friendly, personal service      

from local solicitor with over            
25 years’ experience 

 
For a free informal discussion 

about Wills, Probate, and                 
Power of Attorney, ring 

 
Vincent Oakley, Solicitor 

01902 743333 
 

Free Home Visits, if needed 

 

Service, Repairs, Diagnostics 

Martin Weston 
Unit 9, Smestow Bridge Trading Estate 

07976 850 060 
mbm.specialistrepairers@gmail.com 

MBM  SPECIALISTS 

JOS  

LAWNMOWING & 
GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

Locally based 
Fully insured 

No job too small 
Occasional or Regular        

assistance given 

Free no-obligation quotes 

Telephone James Saunders 

01902 341650 
07811 058007 

FOX 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS 

Paul Fox - Wombourne  
Tel: 01902 897668 

Mobile: 07855 301137 

Plastering 
Interior & Exterior Painting 
Brickwork & Re-pointing 
Carpentry 
Kitchens 
Patios & Driveways 
Fencing 
Roof Repairs 
UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
Drainage 

Friendly, Reliable Service 
Free Quotations 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

 

(M: Methodist  U: United Reformed   
RC: Roman Catholic) 

HIMLEY FUNERALS 
Mar 3 Mavis Merricks   
Mar 5 Charles Stanton 

WOMBOURNE FUNERALS 
Jan 20 Margaret Carr  U  
Feb 10 Colin Bailey 
Feb 11 Trevor Kirk 
Feb 17 Gordon Tait 
Feb 23 Alice Carter 
 Janet Rogers 
Feb 26 Robert Day 
Mar 5 Pamela Anderson 
Mar 8 Esther Connah 
 Gordon Wheeler 
Mar 15 Evelyn Connolly 
 Iris Hudson 
 John Woodall 
Mar 17 Peter Evans 
 Christine McLachlan 
Mar 22 Reginald Simcock 
Mar 23 Tony Turner 
Mar 30 Gary Morris  
Apr 1 Richard Woods 
Apr 7 Margaret Ward                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

KS2 Tuition - all subjects 
Experienced Primary Teacher with 

Enhanced DBS Certificate 
Online tuition available 

Negotiable rates 

Telephone : Edward                 
01902 324595  

Email : e.gentoutlook.com 

DON’T BLAME THE CHILDREN 
If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn 

If they live with hostility, they learn to fight 

If they live with ridicule, they learn to be shy 

If they live with shame, they learn to be guilty 

If they live with tolerance, they learn to be patient 

If they live with encouragement, they learn confidence 

If they live with praise, they learn to appreciate 

If they live with fairness, they learn justice 

If they live with security, they learn about faith 

If they live with approval, they learn to feel good 

If they live with acceptance and friendship, they learn to give love to the world 

EVER WONDERED WHAT CHARITY IS? 

It is silence - when your words would hurt 

It is patience - when your neighbour is curt 

It is deafness - when scandal flows 

It is thoughtfulness - for others woes 

It is promptness - when duty calls 

It is courage when misfortune falls 

FACEMASKS 
(different sizes and styles) 

100% cotton, washable/
reusable, assorted                                        
3-layered fabric 

£5 for men and women 

£3 for children 

email Jane 
vicarage@trysullchurch.org.uk 

or phone   

07939 696 486 

 

 

Local, Reliable and Affordable 
Free  Quotes and a Professional Service 
All Types of Windows, Frames and Sills 

Soffit and Facia cleans 
Gutter Clean Outs 

Greenhouses 
Conservatories 

Conservatory Roofs 
Porches 

Garage Doors 
Signs 

Off/On or Regular 4-weekly Visits 
Commercial and Residential 

Competitive Prices starting from £8.00 

 

 

 



As reported in the last edition 
of Grapevine, we made the 
decision to close our doors 
after Christmas because of 

the worsening situation regarding Coronavirus. 
During the three, long, lockdown months that have 
just passed, as a Church we have come to depend, 
once more, on the various ways of communicating 
that we built up in the first lockdown - using our 
WhatsApp group, email, monthly newsletters and 
telephone and doorstep calls to retain our sense of 
community.  

Out of necessity, our collective technological skills 
have improved since the first lockdown.   We 
succeeded in having a very constructive Church 
meeting on Zoom at the beginning of February which 
included many members, some of whom were using 
that facility for the first time.  

In terms of worship, we have had to rely on YouTube 
and Zoom services from other churches and the more 
traditional services broadcast on BBC radio and 
television.  This combination of resources has 
enabled us to continue to worship God and mark the 
passing of the Church year, albeit separately, from 
the safety of our own homes. 

I have read many reports, online and in the 
newspaper, about the great success of online services 
and the fear that perhaps, when things return to 
normal, churches will find that they have lost their 
congregations.   Indeed, in one article, Simon Jenkins 
wrote of his worry about the future of the many 
historical church buildings that may be left to collapse 
into disrepair if congregations do not return,  (The 
Guardian 26

 
December 2020).   He expressed the 

need for churches to have a rethink about what their 
buildings can be used for, combining their use for 
worship with other community and social enterprises 
such as cafes, bookshops and concert halls.   This 
view reflects the commonly held belief that shops and 
office buildings will also need to be repurposed if 

people continue to work at home 
and do not return to our towns and 
cities, post-pandemic.  

Although I think we can acknowledge that online 
services have been a life-saver during this current 
crisis, and that for people who are ill or housebound 
they can help them to engage with their faith and 
remain connected to their church, I am not too 
worried that people will forsake attendance at church 
in order to continue worshipping online at home.   It 
may be that there is a danger that some people will 
have lost the habit of attending church on a Sunday 
and will find online worship more convenient, but, for 
me, worshipping online does not come close in 
comparison to the experience of worshipping in a 
building surrounded by a congregation of people. 
Aside from the obvious benefits of sitting in the calm 
and reverential atmosphere of a church, away from 
the distractions of the washing machine and the lawn 
mower, with the ability to concentrate solely on the 
message being delivered;  there is also the delight, 
not to be underestimated, of singing in communion 
with a group.  Singing or humming along alone in 
your lounge just does not compare with the joy you 
can experience from the shared rendition of a 
favourite hymn in a vaulted building.   Even though 
my musical talent is limited, it is one of the things I 
am looking forward to most when the restrictions of 
this pandemic are finally lifted.  Just as the sad- 
looking closed shops and pubs that I pass on my 
daily walks are eagerly anticipating the return of 
chatting, laughing, customers to revive them - so    
too are our churches waiting patiently to welcome us 
all back so that we can breathe hope, warmth and 
music into their walls once more.  

By the time you read this, Easter will be upon us, 
and, with a little luck, our doors will be open again. 

I wish you a happy and joyous time, 

     Louise Whatton 

WOMBOURNE U R C 

 

 

On being 79 years old  

My three score years and ten have flown 
and now a further nine have gone. 
So time for watching trees in flower 
Grows shorter with each passing hour 

For many years I’ve known this joy, 
through manhood, since I was a boy. 
A multitude of springs I’ve seen 
with boundless flowers and hedgerows green 

I don’t know just how many more 
lush, vibrant sights I have in store 
when buds turn into glorious blooms 
releasing springtime’s sweet perfumes 

But I’m content that I have viewed 
this wondrous sight of life renewed 
for many blessed joy-filled years 
when cherry blossom reappears 
 
With acknowledgement to A E.Housman  
 

Copyright Tony Hart © April 2021 
 

 

-  and another poem from Tony, which sums up the 
feelings of many people 

 
When this lousy plague is over, 
Oh, how happy we shall be, 
No more awful isolation, 
No more jabs for you or me. 
No more waiting outside Asda, 
No more staying in at home 
Springtime visits to the seaside 
green and pleasant fields I’ll roam 

 
We’ll meet again 
I know where, but not 
when 
But we’ll be in church on 
some future day. 
Our hymns we’ll sing  
whilst our belfry bells ring 
Just pray that it is not far 
away 
 
     Tony Hart 
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As I sit down to write this latest report, I am filled with 
optimism.  After a very cold and wet start to the new 
year, which has also witnessed further horrific ravages 
of the Covid-19 pandemic across the country, there 
now appears to be a sense of optimism in the air. 

February gave way to March with some wonderfully 
sunny and warm weather, which I am sure gave 
everybody a much-needed boost.   At the time of 
writing, just over 20 million have received their first 
vaccine dose, and the number of cases continues to 
decrease.  The Prime Minister’s ‘road map’ out of 
lock-down has been published, and this means we 
will have started to emerge from lock-down.   By the 
time you read these words, we will have passed the 
first anniversary of lock-down on 23 March.  We have 
all witnessed the hardships of this last year, whether 
we have been ill, lost loved ones, shielded for 
extended periods, missed work and school routines, 
or felt the pressure this has all placed on our mental 
health.  We are all looking to the horizon for the dawn 
of that happier time. 

In the spirit of reflection, and of celebrating the lives 
of those who have passed in the last year, for the joy 
their lives gave to us, I would like to take a moment to 
reflect on the passing of Philip Pennell.   To those of 
you that knew him, or indeed to those of you who 
may have supported or enjoyed the work of the 
Wombourne History Group, WHiG and Phil were 
inseparable.   He was one of the founding members, 
and living in the village for over fifty years, there was 
little about the place he did not know.   A Planning 
Officer by trade, he knew maps.   He also had a great 
fondness for the pubs of the village.   It is with great 
sadness that we mark his passing; another stalwart of 
village life lost in this last, long year of sadness. 

The village looks to the future though, and I would 
like to ask that, if any of you reading this share an 
interest in our local history, consider contacting and 
joining WHiG.   As a passionate teacher of history 
myself, I cannot think of a more fitting tribute.   We 
certainly are looking to more positive things as this 
year progresses, and already many wonderful things 
are happening in the village.   By now, you will no 
doubt know that I am a strong supporter of 
Wombourne’s Best Kept Village team; and what a 
team they are!   Have you seen our not so small army 
of young litter warriors out and about?   This initiative 
was launched by BKV in February, and within days 
over 60 children had signed up for their own litter-
picker and hi-vis vest to show litter just who’s boss. 
They even made the Express and Star and their hard 
work is already being widely recognised by residents 
across the Parish. 

Education is how we make a long-term difference in 
this world, and these children will grow up to be 
responsible adults that take pride in their home.     
This is how we will win the war on waste and make 
positive changes that help the environment.   I cannot 
be prouder of what they are doing, and of BKV for 
leading the way.   If you see them out and about, tell 
them how proud you are of them. 

There is further good news for road safety in the 
village too.   Wombourne now has its very own 
Community Speed Watch team.   The Parish Council 
and our County Councillor have supported the 
initiative through the purchase of equipment in the 
past, although we have always lacked a sustainable 
team to maintain activities.  This is something I have 
sought to solve, and I am pleased to report we now 
have a team of eight enthusiastic volunteers, myself 
included, keen to make our roads safer.  Training has 
been delayed due to the pandemic, but by May you 
should be starting to see the team out at locations 
around the village.  The passion shown by volunteers 
is spurred by the desire, once more, to continue 
making our village a better and safer place to live.      
I have the greatest respect for them all. 

If you would like to join the team, please get in touch 
with us at the Parish Council.   We would love to see 
you on the team. 

As my second term as your Parish Chairman comes 
to an end, I can only say it has been the greatest 
privilege to have served you and our community over 
this last year.   I hope I have helped to make a 
difference to the lives of just some of those most 
affected by the pandemic, and I am so thankful for 
the hard work and dedication of so many volunteers 
who have looked after friends, family and neighbours. 
You have all made such a difference, and I cannot 
say how inspiring it has been to see you roll up 
sleeves, don face masks and sanitise hands, and get 
on with supporting your community. 

Naturally, I must also thank, from 
the very bottom of my heart, the 
inspirational group of amazing 
individuals that make up the central 
team behind Wombourne 
Community Assistance Group.   
You have maintained online 
meetings and briefings throughout, 
you have tackled problems we 
never envisaged, and I am pleased 
to call you all my very good friends. 
Thank you. 

                                                       Daniel Kinsey, 

                    Chairman  Wombourne Parish Council 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Divine Intervention? 

A little boy was playing outside with his mother’s broom in the garden.  That night his mother realised her 
broom was still missing and asked her son to go out and bring it in. 

When the little boy confessed he was afraid of the dark, his mother tried to comfort him:  ‘The Lord is out 
there too, don’t be afraid.’ 

Hesitantly, the little boy opened the back door and peered out.  He called softly: ‘Lord, please will you pass 
me the broom?’ 
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Doing housework can help you live longer 

If you spend half an hour a day tidying the house, going up and down your stairs, and doing household chores, you are 
reducing the risk of an early death. 

So says recent guidance from the World Health Organisation, as it urges people to maintain regular moderate exercise on 
a daily basis, of up to at least 150 minutes a week.  It also recommends vigorous exercise of at least 75 minutes a week. 

The WHO recommendation was published in the British Journal of Sports Medicine, and is part of the new global 
guidelines on physical activity. 

WHO also warned that those who stay sedentary for 10 or more hours on a regular basis will have a “significantly 
heightened risk of death.” 

 

Our Club Members continue to demonstrate 
tremendous commitment and enthusiasm throughout 
this pandemic.   We meet fortnightly on Zoom with 
attendances reaching 80%.   Despite the frustrations 
of not being able to meet in-person each week, along 
with being unable to do many of our popular fund-
raising activities (such as The Last Night at the 
Proms Evening), we are still able to discuss issues 
that are relevant locally, nationally and globally, as 
well as supporting our local community, especially 
local primary schools.  I will refer to this later in the 
article.  I was also delighted to accept my nomination 
to continue as Club President for 2021/22, 
considering how difficult a year it has been both for 
the Club and myself personally health-wise.   I am 
particularly pleased that Inner Wheel President Alison 
Baldwin has also accepted her Club’s nomination to 
continue as President for 2021/22.   We had many 
plans to work collaboratively this year and so 
hopefully these can be realised in the coming year -
once restrictions have been loosened. 

The Club was delighted to receive a cheque for 
£1,383 from Wombourne Community Assistance 
Group following their Christmas Sleigh Appeal.  We 
were so pleased that they were able to continue the 
tradition of our Christmas Sleigh touring the village, 
with the help of 3rd Wombourne Scouts. 

As you may recall from last year, our Youth                         
Co-ordinator Rtn Ken Thomas had been working with 
14 of our local Primary Schools and set up a Young 
Citizen Award in each, in order for them to recognise 
good community spirit in their pupils.   Continuing on 
from this, we became aware (through Ken) of the 
difficulties that these schools were facing during the 
pandemic.   They were having to spend additional 
money on, for example, the resources that were sent to 
aid home-schooling and, in some cases, equipment 
to enable on-line learning.   We resolved to help all 
schools that identified a need - and promptly 
transferred £250 to each of their school bank 
accounts.   Eleven schools have received this 
financial support so far.   Details of the schools can 
be found on the “Rotary Club of Sedgley and 
Wombourne” Facebook page - (thank you to Club 
Member Rtn Tony Brown for setting this up and 
maintaining it).   We won’t be stopping at this and are 
already looking at an Environmental project covering 
all these schools. 

We have previously supported Medical Detection 
Dogs and I am pleased to report that they are now 
able to detect signs of prostate cancer, a major cause 
of male mortality in this country.   They receive no 
NHS nor Government funding, relying solely on 
donations but, in being able to detect many conditions 
in their early stages, they are relieving some of the 
pressure on our NHS, which is particularly important 
at present.   I hope you will be pleased to hear that 
we have already resolved to support them again this 
year. 

Finally, returning to all matters environmental, I 
wonder how many of you realised that protecting our 
planet is one of Rotary’s pledges and it has donated 
$18.4m towards this cause in the last 5 years.  The 
Rotary Foundation enables our members and their 
community allies to take action in these ways: 

  

 Protecting and restoring land, coastal, marine, 
and freshwater resources 

 Enhancing the capacity of communities to 
support natural resource management and 
conservation 

 Supporting sustainable agriculture, fishing, and 
aquaculture practices 

 Addressing the cause of climate change by 
reducing the emission of greenhouse gases 

 Strengthening ecosystems and communities 
affected by climate change 

 Supporting education initiatives that promote 
behaviour that protects the environment 

 Advocating for sustainable consumption to build 
an economy that uses resources more efficiently 

 Addressing environmental justice issues and 
public health concerns 

Our Club has resolved to make this one of our long 
term goals and already have plans in the pipeline - 
watch this space! 

I hope you all enjoyed a happy and peaceful Easter. 

     Best wishes, Rtn Alan Jasper, Club President 
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Only time will tell whether this pandemic was an unexpected rescue operation which helped to correct some of the ways in 
which Homo Sapiens has ruthlessly utilised earth’s resources in the past.   With lockdowns operating worldwide everyone 
has the opportunity to spend time looking back, regretting past mistakes while looking forward to a new, fresh future.  This 
now consists of both planet earth and all its inhabitants plus, with space travel, increased responsibility to ensure we don’t 
repeat past mistakes  by robbing resources from the entire universe.   What a scary, costly challenge that would be.      

Lockdown gives us time to ponder both past mistakes and to consider how we, as individuals and families of all races    
and ages and faiths, can play a positive part in a future when we accept each other as we are, forgiving past hurts, errors, 
attitudes and caring for each other as we build a new world, hand-in-hand.   Just imagine - we might find we learn to 
understand so much more of what animals are telling us now. 

We already know they understand our speech.   We lag behind.  These thoughts were prompted by the next article from 
BW written about 6 years ago, blessed with the sense of humour that helps the human race to survive even the most 
depressing periods of life. 

Like our forbears we need help if we are to  solve the problems ahead.   Most faiths and religions have a discipline which 
includes time spent listening to and learning from their leaders and their past histories.   As Blaise Pascal put it centuries 
ago “There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every man”.     How about it?     Let’s get together and find it.  Enjoy! 

was their world now, so perhaps it was about time that 
they were reminded that it wasn’t.   They’d polluted the 
seas, they’d squandered the natural resources in a selfish, 
ignorant way, and by their overweening presumption of 
superiority, they had already squeezed to extinction many 
of the animal species; and still it went on.  

Didn’t they realise that for all life on Earth there was a 
necessary balance of life and death for all, and that 
humankind was just as much a part of that as the poor old 
Dodo?   Well, it was about time to tip the balance back to a 
more equitable position.   So what would it be this time? 

Perhaps he could try a re-run of a plague or two?   No, 
he’d done that a few times already with the Egyptians and 
it was now rather old hat.   A really good virus might do the 
trick as they’ve been very popular with the chattering 
classes;   but perhaps even that will not be radical 
enough?   He could try lighting the blue touch papers on a 
few of the larger volcanoes to see if that would rattle them 
soundly and shake some sense into them, but then the 
survivors would probably only turn the scenes of 
devastation into tourist attractions like the Italians had 
done with Pompeii. 

No, they needed something more dramatic to convince 
them they weren’t all powerful - and he suddenly had an 
idea.   He knew that in all their high tech cleverness they 
were now apparently ‘worried about global warming’ and 
were busy inventing windmills and solar farms to replace 
the original great gift of the carbon cycle.   So there was 
the answer.   Huh!  They soon wouldn’t need to worry 
about global warming!  

So, re-energised himself, he called out to his senior aide.   
“Peter, leave the gate for a wee while and then expect a 
big surge of the righteous turning up a bit later on”.  

“Look out the master plan as to how we go about setting 
fire to Pluto and how we get him burning brightly.   It’s 
about time we had another Sun (son) lighting up the world 
-  oh, you have it already as you’d been thinking along the 
same lines.  OK - you press the button to get that going 
and then I’ll deal with turning the old sun off.  That should 
give them something to really worry about!   Perhaps when 
things begin to settle down eventually, I’ll give the brains 
this time to the amoebas.   They couldn’t do much worse.”  

And with that he gave a large sigh and a resigned chuckle 
before he leant over and flicked the big main solar switch 
to ‘OFF’ 

        
                                        Barbara,   June 2014    

Introduction to article - Covid 19 

“Lordy, lordy, lordy!” said the Lord with a great 
exasperated sigh he’d been saving up for millennia. 
“Whatever was I thinking about when I decided to give only 
the human race brains?   I gave them everything else, but 
why did I have to give them brains?!   I should have given 
the brains to jellyfish and at least there might be some fish 
left in the sea now.” 

The Almighty was having a relatively bad day.  He’d had 
just about enough of angels strumming their harps and 
yodelling beautiful and exquisite heavenly harmonies, and 
was wishing that St Peter had been slightly more flexible 
towards some of the rock and rollers whom he regularly 
redirected to Old Nick’s bargain basement for lost souls.   
At least they’d have livened the place up a bit.   Even the 
divine bum was a bit numb from its endless sitting on his 
amazing gilded throne, and his old eyes were becoming 
ever wearier from gazing down on the continuous trouble 
and carnage on the earth below.  The peace of Heaven 
was being constantly disturbed these days with the 
‘beeping’ of satellites as they buzzed past on their busy    
high-tech ways, and now there was even a space station 
cruising past regularly, and upsetting his angels with the 
intergalactic ripples of its passing.  It really was becoming 
too much.  They seemed to think that their ultra-clever 
scientists had become gods themselves and had answers 
for everything.  He’d worked very hard to become the King 
of Creation and none of them now seemed to remember or 
acknowledge that.   It had been bad enough putting it all 
together in the first place (and he wouldn’t want another six 
days and nights like that again!) but the long haul since 
then, when he’d watched with increasing despair as things 
went wrong, gradually had been a terrible trial for him. 

He’d done a pretty good job in the beginning he thought. 
He’d created an initial master plan which ensured that 
there was enough fertile and inhabitable land with sweet 
rivers running through it down to a bountiful system of seas 
which fed the great life sustaining cycles.   He’d filled the 
lands with raw materials and minerals and then a huge 
variety of plant life which would sustain an amazing variety 
of species if used aright.   He’d given them everything, but 
maybe he’d been getting tired towards the end of his 
labours on the evening of the sixth day, because what on 
earth had possessed him to give the mankind species the 
extra gift of brains? 

Ever since the moment of that divine misjudgment, he’d 
regretted it.   It wasn’t long before they began slaughtering 
each other in struggles for supremacy, and if they weren’t 
busy at that then they were busy wasting and spoiling 
many of the wonders of their world.   Well they thought it 

Out of the Light there came Darkness    
(Creation or Destruction) 
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Walls of stone have stood for ages 
  on Ormes craggy limestone hill. 
Walls of stone so strong and steadfast, 
  firm and constant, calm and still 
Walls of stone survived the pounding 
  of strong winds, fierce rain and hail. 
Bitter frosts and blinding lighting 
  cannot shake them - they prevail. 

HYMN DEDICATED TO ST TUDNO’S CHURCH,                                                          
LLANDUDNO 

(Tudno is pronounced as ‘Tidno’) 

In this glorious world God -fashioned, 
  hatred seems to grow each day. 
Wicked, evil wars are raging, 
  brutal deeds still hold their sway. 
So our fears grow for our loved ones, 
  for our children and for theirs. 
We are lost and long for comfort, 
  till we turn to Christ with prayers. 

Christ, our Lord, our rock of ages, 
  firm as Tudno’s walls of stone. 
Never ceasing in His caring, 
  never leaving us alone. 
Every hour He shares our worries, 
  guides us through our darkest days. 
Loading us to sweet green pastures, 
  turning fear of life to praise. 

Copyright  Dr A C Hart - January 2017 

Can be sung to the tune  -  Blaenwern  -  W P Rowlands 1860-1973) 

The good news about your forgetfulness 

You know the scenario - you go into the lounge, and then wonder what you wanted.  Or you need to make a phone call but can’t find 
the phone. You go to the cash point and forget your pin number.  Or your car keys are lost in the kitchen, but even when you find 
them and  go shopping, you forget stuff on the list. 

If at times you find yourself living in an annoying brain-fog, the good news is that it is not because you are ill or getting old.   To 
varying extents, everyone does it. 

A recent study at the University of Edinburgh has found that forgetfulness is as common in people in their 20s as it is in people in 
their 50s.   Although some of the people in the study were worried about getting dementia, a neuropsychiatrist at the university 
reassured them:  “People think that if you are starting to forget things - something like misplacing your keys - that is something to 
worry about.  But it is normal.” 

Good reasons for forgetting things range from the fact that too much was happening in your life at the time, you were stressed about 
something, not paying attention to what you were doing, or just too busy thinking about something else entirely. 

 

Nice 
The nice thing about becoming forgetful is that you can hide your own Easter eggs.                                                                                   
                                   And that is an added benefit, when you do find it!  Providing it is not out of date!!! 
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A MORE NORMAL LIFE FOR US 
As we are now firmly entrenched in 2021, we can 
head into the Spring and Summer with an optimistic 
outlook for the next few months as the Covid vaccine 
rollout continues and the announcement of the 
Government roadmap which the Prime Minister set 
out recently.  This will oversee the return to a more 
normal life for all of us.  

I want to thank everyone who has followed the 
guidelines and had their jabs to ensure that we can 
continue making progress in our fight against this 
virus.  

I had the pleasure of meeting some of our brave 
volunteers leading the fight against Covid, when I got 
to visit a vaccination site in January.   I want to pay 
tribute to the fantastic organisation, community spirit 
and efficiency that was on display throughout my visit 
there - it is playing a major role in defeating this 
virus.  

Like many people in South Staffordshire, I have been 
in various virtual meetings and I had the pleasure of 
meeting the team at KickStart Money to hear about 
their aim to introduce basic economics to classrooms 
across the constituency.   It was great to meet the 
KickStart team and to hear about the financial skills 
that are being acquired by primary school children, 
which plays a big part in society. 

Even though we have been in lockdown, I have still 
been connecting with members of our constituency. 
Every other Friday, I have been conducting telephone 
surgeries with constituents to see how best I can help 
with any problems that you may be having.   If you 
feel you would like to discuss any issues with me, 
please do contact me on the details below. 

 

 

As always, please do 
not hesitate to get in 
touch if you have any 
queries or issues you 
would like to raise with 
me.   

 

 

 

I can be reached by email at  

gavin@gavinwilliamson.org  

or you can phone my office on 01902 846616.  

  Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP 

 

SEDGLEY AND 
WOMBOURNE                       
INNER WHEEL 

 

Despite not being able to meet in the flesh our club 
has been keeping together via Zoom thanks to 
member Marcia’s son. 

As I mentioned in the last copy of Grapevine we had 
a zoom visit from the District chairman Wendy which 
went down very well.  She told us about what was 
happening in some of the other clubs - ways in which 
they were keeping in touch. 

This year the International Convention should have 
been held in India but this has now been put on line. 
In some respects this means that more members 
could attend. 

We held our second zoom meeting at the end of 
February when twelve members were present. 
Several of our members do not have the facilities to 
join us so we keep in touch with telephone calls and 
snail mail.   After the meeting President Alison 
organised a Valentine quiz.   This caused quite a 
laugh with the lack of knowledge about Valentine’s 
day.   As it was our 50

th
 Birthday last year President 

Alison (Baldwin) decided to make 50 items, one for 
each year and she has completed 50 crocheted 

blankets, photograph last issue.  We are hoping to be 
able to take some of these, together with other goods 
members have made, to hospitals or nursing homes 
instead of keeping them for many more months for 
the International Rally in October, if this takes place. 

For Easter we are collecting Easter eggs and will 
deliver them to those in need in our area.  

One of our members Barbara Moss had a very 
special birthday in February we wished her well at the 
meeting and promised to celebrate with her later in 
the year.  Several of our members are not too well at 
the moment and we wish them better health in the 
future.   When we are able to meet again I am sure 
they will feel much better. 

We are still hoping someone will come forward to fill 
the vacancies of Secretary and Treasurer so our club 
can continue for another year. 

“Let’s not wait for the storm to pass,                                  
Let’s dance in the rain” 

                                                          Doreen Pike 

Some of the items Doreen P has made 

From Church of England Live Lent Reflections 

Prayer for 24 March 

Gracious God, I know that things are not the way they 
should be in the world, or even in me.   Please forgive us 
when we go wrong, and help us to work for your kingdom 
of justice and peace.    Amen.  

Prayer for 25 March 

Thank you, God, that in Jesus you came to us, revealing 
your love and purpose for each of us, dying for us on the 
cross.   Help me to share your love with everyone I meet. 
Amen  



It looks like this little 
lamb has a very full 

tummy 
 

OR 
 

perhaps she is saying               
that she is still hungry 

HAPPY 
MEMORIES 

OF BEGGARS 
BUSH LANE 

as it used to be 


