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Lent 3 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, 
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of  

parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to 
the thousandth generation of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. You shall not make  

wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
Six days you shall labour and do all your work. But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you 
shall not do any work – you, your son or your  

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
Honour your father and your mother, so that your 
days may be long in the land that the LORD your God 
is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not  

commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbour. You shall 
not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your  

neighbour. 

Exodus 20:1-17  
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Jesus drives the traders out of the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at 
their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money-changers and  

overturned their tables. He told those who were selling 
the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples  

 remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will 
consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can 
you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 
They then said, ‘This temple has been under construction 
for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 
But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the 
word that Jesus had spoken.  

John 2:13-22 

 

A Reflection on our readings from Revd Preb Paul Brown. 

 

St Mary’s Langley where I was once Team Vicar was a 
treasure house of curiosities.   One of which was a  

medieval screen that divided the nave  (where the people 
sat or stood) from the chancel (the holier bit for the  

clergy). Before the Reformation the screen supported a 
representation of Jesus on the cross flanked on the one 
side by his mum  Mary and on the other by John the  

beloved disciple.  All were lost probably during the reign 
of Edward  Henry the 8th Son to be replaced by an  

enormous royal coat of arms and a cartouche of the Ten 
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Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us 

to give up what harms us 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 



Commandments. Together a reminder of  the dual 
authority of the Bible and the Crown. Our Old  

Testament Lesson reminded us of the Ten  

Commandments.  Guidance, given by God to Moses 
on Mount Sinai, on how all Jews should behave. 

Rules which set the parameters , which even if they 
needed interpretation for more difficult or unusual 
situations were easily understood. The day that Jesus 
drove out the money changers and the livestock 
dealers  out of the Temple  is one of the more  

dramatic  incidents in the Gospels. The High Priests 
insisted that only Jewish money could be used within 
its walls,  this meant that any coin bearing the pagan 
Emperors image had to be exchanged  at a profit for 
temple money. The livestock dealers concession 
meant that they were able to charge top money for 
ordinary stock. The dealers cluttered one of the  

outer court of Jerusalem. Their business practises 
may not have broken the commandment  “you shall 
not steal” but their profits were profiteering, they 
were exploiting the worshippers. Jesus sees beyond 
the rules to the heart and he upturns their tables 
scattering the coin and driving out both the traders 
and their animals.  Lent is a good time to look 

think about those words “ you shall not steal” and 
think about the ways in which our lifestyle may be 
exploiting others. Good stewardship both of creation 
and of our fellow human beings should be a priority 
for all of us as we endeavour to build a fairer and just 
world. 

Paul 
 

Prayers for the Third Week of Lent 
 
 

Sunday 
Pray that all places of worship and prayer should be 

treated with respect.  (John 2: 16) 

    Monday  
Pray for the people of Myanmar, that democratic 

rule will be restored.  Pray for the safety of             
demonstrators. 

Tuesday 
Pray that those most at risk will be encouraged to 

receive one of the Covid vaccines. 

    Wednesday  
Pray for all the young girls abducted recently in      

Nigeria, and their families. 

Thursday 
Pray that we will continue to follow all the Covid  

advice until we are given the all-clear. 

     Friday  
Continue to pray for the health and wellbeing of the 

people of Yemen. 

Saturday 
Pray for wisdom for the Government in setting the 

timescale for ending lockdown. 

 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Margaret Ward, Joy Waistell, Jane,  

Sarah Aldridge, Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,       

Joan Edwards, Irene Haycock, Carl Baker and   

 Alan Compson. 
 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 
 

 

Those who have died 

    Pamela Anderson, Esther Connah,  Gordon Wheeler,        

Evelyn Connolly, Mavis Merricks, Charles Stanton,      

Christine McLachlan, Peter Evans, Reginald Simcock,       

Iris Hudson, Tony Turner, John Woodall and Gary Morris. 
 

Tuesday Prayer with Revd Susan Watson 
7.00pm on Zoom Tuesday 9th March  

Email  Sue for more details.  

Everyone welcome 
 

Sunday Compline with Sarah 
8.00pm on Zoom 

 

Lockdown and our Church 
There will be a service for the Third  Sunday of Lent on 

Facebook and YouTube. St Benedict’s will remain open for 
private  prayer. 

 

Sunday coffee and  chat 
Sarah Malpass is inviting you to a Sunday Zoom coffee 

and chat at 11am  

 https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79492538835?
pwd=dmQySlJ5MW8vMjlrTXF0TVN4WUlsQT09 

Meeting ID: 794 9253 8835 
Passcode: XZJA89  

 

Live Lent God’s Story our Story 
This weeks theme is Communicating like Jesus. 

How confident are you when people ask you questions 
about your faith ? 

 

Lent Appeal 
“Give and Tent for Lent”  

Supporting the Shelter Box appeal for the homeless 

in disaster and war torn countries. 
 


