
 

Maundy Thursday 

 The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

 
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to 
you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body 
that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
 

1 Corithians 11:23-26 

 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

 
 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus 
knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end.  The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And  
during supper  Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from 
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him. He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are 
you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You 
do not know now what I am doing, but later you 
will understand Peter said to him, “You will never  

wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to 
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 
my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 
you.”  For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 

John 13:1-17 

A Reflection for Maundy Thursday. 
 

Like e to receive invitations that come from family 
and friends whose company I enjoy.  Jesus was very 
good at issuing invitations. He saw the fishermen 
Peter, James and John and said  “Follow me”, Jesus 
invited, they accepted and life was never the same 
again.  Or think of later in his ministry and how when 
things were going so very well for Jesus and his  

disciples he shocked them by saying  “ Take up your 
cross”. That ‘is a  much more difficult invitation, one 
that worrying overtones. Not all invitations are for 
fun and fellowship. 
 

Today we remember two invitations. The invitation 
to take and eat bread, the invitation to take and 
drink wine. As Jesus said to do this  “in remem-
brance of me”. Bishop Michael  Perham’s  says in 
“Signs of Your Kingdom” that he has heard this 

 invitation  more clearly than any other.  I can  

identify with that. Until the pandemic hit I have been 
a weekly and at times daily communicant … to use 
churchy language, all my adult life. It has been and 
still is a very important part of my response  to 
“follow me” because I need that very special  

fellowship, With God in Christ in the power of the 

 

God our Father, 

Your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end 

and drank the cup prepared for him: 

may we who share his table 

Watch with him through the night od suffering 

and be faithful. Amen 

 

 



Holy Spirit, with Christians all over the world, with 
the body of Christ in a particular place at a particular 
time, to sustain me in my own journey of faith. 
 

When I listen to that invitation, “ To draw near with 
faith”. When I stretch out my hands to receive that 
small, almost insignificant  circle of specially  

manufactured unleavened bread. When I take and 
eat, I am changed, It becomes part of me. 
 

An event that I believe is the breaking in of the     
kingdom of God into my very ordinary life. Jesus 
body and blood. Taken, blessed, broken and shared 
so that I can be refreshed and enabled to get on with 
my journey. refreshed and enabled to get on with my 
journey. 

 

Sadly it has been very different over the last year for 
many weeks we have been unable to take part in a 
communion service. I have missed it. 

 

On this very special night, there is a second  

 invitation, the invitation to follow Jesus example  
when he took a basin and jug of water and washed 
his disciples feet. The invitation both to give and  

receive acts of loving service.  That is an invitation 
that all of us have been able to accept during the 
pandemic. 

 

After the meal .Jesus  leaves the Upper Room, and 
crosses the Kidron Valley to the garden where he 
prays before he is arrested. In  a few short hours the 
body is broken, the blood is outpoured. For love, not 
just of John and Peter and the other disciples, but for 
all of us. 

 

Jesus invites us to “follow me” because he has the 
life of the kingdom of God to give us. He invites us to  
“take and eat” because we need a foretaste of that 
kingdom to sustain us .He promises us that if we take 
up his cross when  we fall he will be there, to raise us 
to our feet and to encourage us on our journey.  

       Paul 

 

Intercessions for Maundy Thursday 
 

Father, we pray for your Church that, though  

unable to share physically in the Sacrament           
instituted on this day, all her members may be aware 

of their Spiritual link with Jesus Christ. 

(Lord hear my prayer.) 
 

We pray for your world, in pain at this time that, as 
Jesus took the role of a servant and washed the feet 

of his disciples, so the Church may be servant to 
those in need or in isolation. 

(Lord, hear my prayer.) 
 

We pray for those who live in the Team area, that they 
may know that the prayer ministry of the Church for 

them continues, 

(Lord , hear my prayer.) 
 

We lift before you, Father, those who are sick including 
those who have asked for our prayers (see list) and any 

who have developed symptoms of Covid 19. 

(Lord , hear my prayer.) 
 

We remember before you, Father, all who have died in 
especially during the pandemic  bring hope  and comfort 

to those who mourn. 

(Lord , hear my prayer.) 

 

Our Maundy Thursday Service 

is on Facebook and YouTube 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Michael Guite 

 

Here is the source of every sacrament, 

The all-transforming presence of the Lord, 

Replenishing our every element 

Remaking us in his creative Word. 

For here the earth herself gives bread and wine, 

The air delights to bear his Spirit’s speech, 

The fire dances where the candles shine, 

The waters cleanse us with His gentle touch. 

And here He shows the full extent of love 

To us whose love is always incomplete, 

In vain we search the heavens high above, 

The God of love is kneeling at our feet. 

Though we betray Him, though it is the night. 

He meets us here and loves us into light. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ, our Morning Star, 

splendour of Light Eternal, 

shining with the glory of the rainbow, 

come and waken us 

from the greyness of our apathy, 

and renew in us your gift of hope. 

Amen 

 


