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As a baby Moses is saved from Pharaoh's wrath. 

 

A man from the house of Levi went and married a 

Levite woman.  The woman conceived and bore a son; 
and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid 
him three months.  When she could hide him no  
longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and 

plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child 
in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the 
river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would 
happen to him. 
 

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the 
river, while her attendants walked beside the river. 
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her 
maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the 
child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. “This 
must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said.  
Then his sister said to  Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go 
and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to 
nurse the child for you?”  Pharaoh’s daughter said to 
her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s 
mother.  Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this 
child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your  

wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it.  
When the child grew up, she brought him to  

Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She 
named him Moses “because,” she said, “I drew him 
out of the water.” 

Exodus 2:1-10 

 

Paul writes about the power of love and forgiveness 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe  

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, 
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if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful.  Let the 
word of Christ  dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the    
Father through him  

Col 3:12-17 
 

Jesus gives the care of his mum to his friend John. 
 

Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary      
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the       
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to 
the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour 
the disciple took her into his own home.  

John 19:25b-27 
 

A Reflection on our readings from Revd Richard Fisher. 

It is only in John’s Gospel where Jesus gives his best friend 
a mother and his Mum another son. Even though they are 
not blood relatives, Mary and John are gifted with that 
close family tie by Jesus.  

Commentators have pointed out that it is here, on the 
Cross, that Jesus creates a new community with a shared 
faith in Him. Church: a family of believers with a shared 
faith in Christ poured out in the waters of baptism. Even 
as Jesus was suffering, he cared for his mother and best 
friend by giving them each other to support and help 
them in the future.  
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God of truth 

help us to keep your law of love 

and to walk in ways of wisdom, 

that we may find true life 

in Jesus Christ your Son. 
  Amen. 

 



Several points from this passage:  

Firstly, that it is important for us to plan and take 
care of our loved ones after we die, like Jesus did. Do 
you need to make a Will? Or, like me, need to revise 
a Will?  

Secondly, do you need to invite someone you know 
to be baptised and become part of the church       
family? Has God has shown you during this Pandemic 
someone’s need for faith and community in a new 
way? If so, pray for an opportunity to talk about it. 
They may say yes! 

Thirdly, Jesus shows us that family can be bigger and 
better than our biological family, good though that 
may be. For many people, blood relatives are a 
mixed blessing; through the church family God gives 
us another support network: fathers, mothers, 
brothers, sisters, uncles, and aunties.  

God says in the Hebrew Scriptures, “honour your   
father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long…” (Exodus 20 verse 12). Like Prince Harry, we 
are all called to work at any family relationships 
which are broken and bring healing. We read in    
Romans 12.18: If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 

My Mothering Sunday card to Mum went in the post 
last Monday!  

       Richard 

 

Prayers for the Fourth Week of Lent 
 

 

Sunday 
Pray for all who have the upbringing of children 

   Monday  
Pray that the UK and the EU will work together to 

solve the problems arising from Brexit. 

Tuesday 
Pray for the people of Hong Kong as they continue to 

seek democracy. 

     Wednesday  
Pray for the students and staff at the schools in the 

Team area. 

Thursday 
Pray that all countries of the world will co-operate in 

tackling climate change. 

     Friday  
Pray that we may listen to God before taking action.  

(Matthew 1: 24a) 

Saturday 
Pray for the ministry of food banks locally and 

throughout the UK. 

 

 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Joy Waistell, Jane,  

Sarah Aldridge, Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,       
Joan Edwards, Irene Haycock, Carl Baker and   

 Alan Compson. 
 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 
 

Those who have died 

Esther Connah,  Gordon Wheeler, Evelyn Connolly,          
Iris Hudson, Tony Turner, Christine McLachlan,               
Peter Evans, Reginald Simcock,  John Woodall,               

Gary Morris, Richard Woods and Margaret Ward. 

Tuesday Prayer with Revd Susan Watson 

7.00pm on Zoom Tuesday 23rd March  

Email  Sue for more details.  

Everyone welcome 
 

Lockdown and our Church 
There will be a service 

 for Mothering Sunday on Facebook and YouTube.           
St. Benedict’s will remain open for private prayer. 

 

 

Live Lent God’s Story our Story 
This weeks theme is  “God’s story, the good news.” 

 

Lent Appeal 
“Give and Tent for Lent”  

Supporting the Shelter Box appeal for the homeless 

in disaster and war torn countries. 

 

 


