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Sunday 28th March  

Palm Sunday 

A Song of Victory 
 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever! 

2 Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

    but he did not give me over to death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 

21 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 

22 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing; 

    it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it.[c] 

25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 

    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the         
Lord 

    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, 

    and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, 

    up to the horns of the altar 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God, I will extol you. 

29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-end 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the 
festival heard that Jesus was coming to     Jerusa-
lem.  So they took branches of palm trees and went 
out to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord— 
    the King of Israel!” 

Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is 
written: 

“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, 
    sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

 His disciples did not understand these things at first; 
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remem-
bered that these things had been written of him and 
had been done to him. 

John 12:12-16 

 

A Reflection for Palm Sunday from Susan 

 Williams. 
 

I remember a Palm Sunday in the Solomon Islands  - 
at St Alban’s, a small church with a green,               
corrugated iron roof, looking out over the beautiful 
Pacific Ocean.   After the priest had blessed the    
locally-made palm crosses, we held them high as we 
went in joyful procession around the church.  

In Roman times, the palm branch was a symbol of 
triumph and victory and in Judaism of peace and 
plenty.  For indigenous peoples, palms and their 
products have a huge variety of different uses, 
providing food, oil, wine, material for baskets and 
thatching, and green coconut water for rehydrating 

 

True and humble King 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah 

grant us the faith to know and love you, 

that we may found beside you 

on the way of the cross 
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sick infants.  In the West, we should avoid palm oil 
products because converting natural forests into 
palm oil plantations destroys eco-systems and      
wild-life habitats. 
 

After Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, John 
tells us of a crowd within Jerusalem who go out to 
welcome him coming in from Bethany, waving palm 
branches and shouting ‘Hosanna’.  This means ‘save 
us Lord’ and comes from Psalm 118 which they were 
singing.  Zechariah had prophesied, ‘Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion!  Lo your king comes to you;     
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding 
on a donkey (9:9).  ‘This is our God, the Servant King’ 
as we sing today. 

Mark in his Gospel tells us that beforehand, near the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus had sent two of his disciples 
into the village ahead.  They are to bring the donkey 
they find and when asked, “What are you doing…?” 
are to reply “The Lord needs it.” 
 

By riding a donkey Jesus confirms to the crowds that 
he is the Messiah and that he comes in peace. ‘Ride 
on, ride on in majesty’ says the hymn, ‘in lowly pomp 
ride on to die.’   Jesus is expressing the humble     
service he expects of his followers.  As we 
acknowledge Jesus as King, we are to offer ourselves, 
with our huge variety of different gifts, in humility, as 
those of whom Jesus, in his grace and mercy, has 
need.    

Susan 
 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Joy Waistell, Jane,  

Sarah Aldridge, Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,       

Joan Edwards, Irene Haycock, Carl Baker and   

 Alan Compson. 
 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 

Those who have died 

 Tony Turner, Gary Morris, Reginald Simcock,                 

Richard Woods, Margaret Ward, Ann Williams,              

Eugenie Holmes and Doris Smith. 

Please let Paul know, prebpbrown@gmail.com if 
there are any prayer concerns that you would like to 

be included in my private prayers or on  

 “Keeping in Touch”  

 

You can light a virtual candle on Lichfield Cathedral’s 
website. 

Prayers for Holy Week. 
 

Palm Sunday: 
Pray that we may recognise Jesus as King of All.           

(Mark 15: 26) 

Monday: 
Pray that gatherings will soon be allowed again.           

(John 12: 2) 

  Tuesday:  
Pray that we may be draw (and draw others) to Jesus.                                                                         

(John 12: 32) 

Wednesday: 
Pray that we may be sure in our faith.                                      

(John 13: 22) 

 Maundy Thursday: 
Pray that we may follow Jesus’ new commandment: to 

love.  (John 13: 34) 

Good Friday: 
Pray for those who have been unable to watch as their 

loved ones died.  (John 19 :25-27) 

Holy Saturday: 
Pray for courage to tell the good news of the empty 

tomb.  (Mark 16: 8) 
 

 

Our Service for Palm Sunday  
Will be on Facebook and You tube 

 

Palm Crosses 
Palm Crosses will be available at the back of St Benedict’s 

if you would like to collect one. Please use the sanitiser 

before taking your cross from the copper bowl. 
 

St. Benedict’s Easter Trail 

It will be around the village green and along the         

Wombrook on the Pool House Estate from Palm Sunday 

(28.03.21 )until Easter Eve (3.4.21) 
 

If you complete the trail you can collect an Easter egg 

from Sarah on Easter Eve Saturday 3rd April. Please email              

sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk to confirm you will be 

taking part so we can send you an Easter Trail tick sheet 

link and have your Easter egg waiting for you! 


