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Passion Sunday 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah  
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the     
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt – a covenant that they broke, though 
I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 
other, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and             
remember their sin no more.   

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

Some Greeks ask to See Jesus 
 

Among those who went up to worship at the      
festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to 
him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and 
told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and 
told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, 
I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father 
will honour. 

 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say – 
“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus   
answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not 
for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now 
the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he 
was to die.  

John 12:20-33 

 

A reflection for Passion Sunday from  

Sarah Malpass 
 

When I was young Holy Week seemed so far away 
from the start of lent and so I was always surprised 
when we reached Passion Sunday, the point in 
which, as in the text today, the focus moves from 
Jesus' ministry to the role he plays in the salvation of 
us all. John in this text refers to Christ dying upon 
the cross, which will bring new, eternal life. 
 

Dying to give new life makes sense to those of us 
who are gardeners, perhaps if like me you enjoy 
pruning roses before the growth of spring gets fully 
underway. Certainly over the lockdowns I, like so 
many, have spent time in much more confined  

surroundings, and I have looked out at my garden 
and felt  compelled to tinker, to plant something, to 
watch it grow. To see the potential contained with in 

a small seed to be unleashed - but something needs 
to be done for that to happen. Just like the grain of 

 

Gracious Father, 

You gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

Lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The  Churches of  the Smestow Vale Team Ministry  Bobbington Himley, Swindon, Trysull and Wombourne 



wheat in the reading which needs to come away 
from the husk and fall to the earth in order to live. 
 

For our creator God, who seeks for us to be in  

relationship with him, the times when we are  

realising our potential as followers of the one true 
God are part of that ongoing plan, of cultivation.  
 

Perhaps Jesus' audience would have understood that 
much more clearly than we might ordinarily. 

The fourth gospel writer also hints here how we, as 
followers of Christ are to be. We require cultivation, 
pruning perhaps, for we are not quite the finished 
article and so to walk with Christ we have to let some 
things go. Just like the gardener thinning out       
seedlings so that others might have the nutrients 
they need to flourish. 
 

This letting things go can be hard, especially if we are 
comfortable in our lives, yet the freedom that comes 
from following Christ offers so much more and 
comes with the grace of our Lord as we embark on 
this journey. I wonder what we might let go of as we 
seek a fuller life with Christ? 

Sarah 
 

 Prayer during the Week 
 

Passion Sunday 
Pray that we may respond with love when we       

encounter people who need to meet Jesus. 

(John 12: 21, 22) 

Monday 
Pray for Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe that she will be 

released and allowed to return to the UK. 

Tuesday 
Pray for women who (justifiably) feel afraid to walk 

alone after dark. 

      Wednesday  
Pray that concerns over the Oxford vaccine will not 

hinder the vaccination programme. 

Thursday 
 (Annunciation) Pray that we may never be afraid to 

put our questions to God.  (Luke 1: 34) 

    Friday  
Pray for a return to democracy in Myanmar where 

many protesters have been killed. 

Saturday 
Pray for child migrants arriving in the United States 

from Mexico. 

 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers  

Lisa, Morgan, Joy Waistell, Jane,  

Sarah Aldridge, Delma Scriven, George Moorhouse,       

Joan Edwards, Irene Haycock, Carl Baker and   

 Alan Compson. 
 

Those who have died 

 Iris Hudson, Tony Turner, Gary Morris,                          

Christine McLachlan, Peter Evans, Reginald Simcock,    

John Woodall, Richard Woods and Margaret Ward. 

Please let Paul know prebpbrown@gmail.com if there  

 are any prayer concerns that you would like to be         
included either in my private prayers or on  “Keeping in 

Touch”. 
 

Keeping in touch 

The Parish Office is open by appointment only  

 Monday to  Friday 9.00am till 12.30pm telephone       
01902 897700. 

 

Live Lent 

The Theme of this weeks reflections is “Listening for  

Echoes.”  It asks four big questions Who are we ? What is 
wrong? What is the Solution ? And what sit he future? 

What are your answers to those questions. ? 

 

Tuesday 23rd March National day of Reflection 

Reflect. Support. Hope 
 

Can you take part in the minutes silence at 12noon to 
show your support for all those who have been             

Bereaved ? 

Loving God,  

You hold all our times in your hands, our past, our  

present, our future. Be close to us now as we remember 
all the difficulties and disappointments of the past year.  

Be especially close to all of us who are thinking of  

someone we loved and knew, but see no longer, whether 
family, friend, colleague or neighbour. Help us to trust 

that they are at peace with you, and comfort us with your 
presence.  Amen. 

 

St. Benedict’s Easter Trail 

It will be around the village green and along the         
Wombrook on the Pool House Estate from Palm Sunday 

(28.03.21 )until Easter Eve (3.4.21) 
 

If you complete the trail you can collect an Easter egg 
from Sarah on Easter Eve Saturday 3rd April. Please email              

sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk to confirm you will be 
taking part so we can send you an Easter Trail tick sheet 

link and have your Easter egg waiting for you! 


