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The Second Sunday of Easter 

The first Christians try to follow Jesus’ teaching. 

 
The whole group of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership 
of any possessions, but everything they owned was 
held in common. With great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and great grace was upon them all. There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds 
of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

Acts 4.32–35  
 

Thomas meets the Risen Jesus. 
 

When it was evening on the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. Jesus said to them  

again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other  disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week 
later his disciples were again in the house, and    
Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you     
believed  because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to  

believe.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the  
presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written so that you may 
come to  believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you 

may have life in his name. 

John 20.19–31 

  

Thomas is Left out. 

A reflection by Laurie Gainer 
 

If you were to ask me what has been most lacking in 
my times of worship during the past year, I would 
say that it is the fellowship of other Christians.  
These notes each week have been very helpful, and 
the Zoom prayer times and videoed services on    
YouTube and Facebook even more so; but all have 
lacked the closeness that comes from meeting     
together.  The readings this morning illustrate the 
importance of this in two ways. 

 

In Acts we read how the disciples were of one heart 
and soul, to such an extent that they shared         
everything they had with the group.  They met     
together and were able to witness together, telling 
many people of the good news of the Resurrection.  
It wasn’t always like that: in the early days they were 

Risen Christ, 

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:  

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 

and walk in the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father. Amen 

The  Churches of  the Smestow Vale Team Ministry  Bobbington Himley, Swindon, Trysull and Wombourne 



fragmented.  At first, the disciples were gathered in 
fear behind locked doors, and Thomas in particular 
didn’t, at the beginning, feel it necessary to be part 
of the group.  When the other disciples told him how 
Jesus had appeared to them, transforming the group 
from terror to joy, and    empowering them with the 
Holy Spirit, he refused to believe it.  

Although Jesus had appeared to Simon-Peter and to 
Mary Magdalene individually, most of his               
appearances were to groups of disciples together.  It 
wasn’t until the disciples badgered Thomas into    
joining them in their Sunday evening gathering, that 
he was able to experience the resurrected Jesus for 
himself. 

 

Thomas, the Twin, has become known as Doubting 
Thomas and that expression has gone into the      
language to describe someone who refuses to       
believe what is clear to others.  This is not fair to 
Thomas: when confronted with Jesus in the            
fellowship group, he became only the third person 
(after Peter at Caesarea Philippi and the centurion at 
the cross) to recognise Jesus as God.  This is what 
meeting in fellowship with other believers can do for 
you!  Let us pray for a time soon when we can all 
meet in full fellowship again 

Laurie 

  

Prayer during the Week 

Sunday 
Pray that we may respond to the commissioning of 

Jesus, in the strength of the Holy Spirit. 

(John 20: 21, 22) 

Monday 

Pray for civil peace in Jordan after insurrection  

allegations. 

Tuesday 

Pray for the people of Indonesia and East Timor 
suffering from severe flooding. 

Wednesday 

Pray for the work with children in the Team      
churches. 

Thursday 

Pray for those living or working in retirement homes 
as they begin to reopen to visitors. 

Friday 

Pray for those struggling against oppressive regimes 
e.g. in Hong Kong and Myanmar. 

   Saturday  

Pray for those places where Covid is worsening, 

particularly in Europe and S. America. 

 

 

 

 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Morgan, Joy Waistell, Jane, Sarah Aldridge,             

Carl Baker, Heather Gent, Jean, Joan, Alan Compson and 

Geoff Truby 
 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 

Those who have died 

 Gary Morris, Richard Woods, Margaret Ward,                

Doris Smith, Ann Williams, Eugenie Holmes,                  

Glenys Selwyn and Mary Farman. 

Thank You 
To those who prepared our church for the Easter Day  

Service and especially to those who donated to and  

arranged the magnificent lilies.  
 

To all those who are continuing to support our churches 
financially during this difficult time. 

 

Services This Sunday 11th April 2021 at St Benedict’s 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

 

Booking is essential please contact Hilary by email 

hilmoore@gmail.com or by telephone 01902 892856 

 by 12 noon on Saturday. 

 

Tuesday Morning Communion 

Our 9.30am Tuesday morning Communion service will 

restart this week 

 

Lent Appeal buy a Tent for Lent 

You can donate  by cash or by bank transfer. 

Please clearly mark your donation on the transfer. 

Donations can be dropped off at the Wombourne          

Institute letter box on any morning Monday to Friday or 

given to a Churchwarden on Sunday.  


