
The Smestow Vale Team Ministry 

St Benedict’s and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday 18th April 

The Third  Sunday of Easter 

Peter speaks to the Jews about Jesus in Solomon’s 
Portico 

 

Peter addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do 
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him 
walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and  

rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had  

decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 
you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God 
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And 
by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 
man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith 
that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health 
in the presence of all of you. And now, friends, I know 
that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In 
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 
the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out.’  

Acts 3:12-19 

 

Jesus appears to the Disciples 

 

While the eleven and their companions were talking 
about what they had heard, Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
They were startled and terrified, and thought that 
they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are 
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have  

flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything 
here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he 
said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you – that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened 
their minds to understand the scriptures, and he 
said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is 
to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.’  

Luke 24:36-48 

 

A Reflection for the Third Week of Eastertide 

from the Revd Sue Watson. 
 

There are some discrepancies in the New  

Testament concerning the exact timing and placing 
of Jesus’ appearances to his disciples after the 

 resurrection. More important, though, are the   
pieces of evidence with which all witnesses agree: 
that Jesus was God’s Messiah and that he died for 
our sins as the scriptures had foretold; he was      
buried; he rose on the third day, as the scriptures 
said he would and the tomb was empty; his women 
followers were the first witnesses; he then appeared 
several times to the eleven, with a special message 
for Peter; and Jesus was hard to recognise at first 
sight. 

 

Risen Christ, 

You filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us also to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace 

to the glory of God the Father Amen. 

Which is the path of glory. Amen. 

The  Churches of  the Smestow Vale Team Ministry  Bobbington Himley, Swindon, Trysull and Wombourne 



That last item is interesting, isn’t it? But it must have 
been something the witnesses overcame,  

because all the apostles except John, died a martyr’s 
death- something they would never have been  

prepared to do had they not been totally convinced 
that this was, in reality, Jesus. Jesus had said he 
would rise, but the disciples simply hadn’t  

appreciated the meaning of this, until it happened, 
 

Jesus seems to come and go regardless of time or 
place, often through closed doors: his risen life is 
clearly different from his earlier life. What is also 
clear is that he brings an enormous and lasting sense 
of consolation to his friends: until this happens, and 
they recognise him, they are broken-hearted. 
 

To me, the sweetest moment in the Gospels is the 
moment when Mary Magdalene recognises Jesus 
because he speaks her name: just ‘Mary’. In that  

moment, her distress is gone, her life is uplifted and 
changed for ever. 
 

There are several other recognition scenes in the 
Gospel accounts. The wonderful thing about Jesus 
recognising his friends and being recognised by them 
is, for me, that he promised us that he would  

prepare a place for us and he would take us there 
(John 14:3). And recognition will be part of it- we will 
not, in dying be poured anonymously into the ocean 
of God’s love: we will recognise him and he us…and 
we will know one another. 
 

Sue, with thanks to Gerald O’Mahony, SJ, for his  

clarity of thought. 
 

Prayer during the Week 

Sunday 
Pray that Jesus will open our minds to understand 

and believe God’s word.  (Luke 24: 45) 

Monday 
Pray that miners trapped in China may be soon freed 

(if not already). 

Tuesday 
Pray for those suffering from the recent volcanic            

explosions in St Vincent. 

Wednesday 
Pray for Brazil, India and other countries still      

suffering severely from Covid 19. 

Thursday 
Please continue to pray for victims of state violence 

in Myanmar. 

Friday (St George) 
Pray for those persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

Christ in our time.  (John 15: 20) 

Saturday 
Pray for caution as lockdown continues to be eased 

across the UK. 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Morgan, Joy Waistell, Jane, Sarah Aldridge,             

Carl Baker, Heather Gent, Jean Caswell, Joan, Alan     

Compson, Geoff Truby, Irene Haycock, Delma Scriven and 

Sue Oakley. 
 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen and Karen 

Those who have died 

 Doris Smith, Ann Williams, Glenys Selwyn, John Ware, 

Vera Pagett, Pamela Crew, Mary Farman and                 

June Shilvock. 

Bread of Life. 

Exploring the Eucharist. 

During the nine weeks from 11th April to 12th June, our 
Bishop’s will be providing a pre-recorded teaching 

video talk of about 20-30 minutes on different aspects of 
the Eucharist, under the general title of                        

‘Bread of Life’.  

11/04 13/04 Life in unity  

+Michael, Bishop of Lichfield 

18/04 20/04 Thanksgiving (Eucharist) 

 +Clive, Bishop of Wolverhampton 

25/04 27/04 Remembering (anamnesis)  

 

The video lectures will be available from 10am on the 
Tuesday of each week on our Bread of Life webpage 

at www.lichfield.anglican.org/bread-of-life 

 

Services  this Sunday 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

 

Thinking about Reader Training? 
Try a Lichfield Diocese Reader Training Taster Session via Zoom. 

Tuesday 22nd April 7.30-9pm or Sunday 24th April, 10-11.30am. 

For a place e-mail Helen Scheven:                                                          
Helen.Scheven@lichfield.anglican.org 


