
St Benedict’s and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday 6th June 

Trinity 1 

A reading from the book of Genesis  
 

The man and the woman heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid       
themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ 
He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He 
said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to 
be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate.’ Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is 
this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The  

serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The LORD God said to 
the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are 
you among all animals and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all 
the days of your life. I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his 
heel.’ 

Genesis 3.8–15 

  

Jesus has problems with his family 
 

The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his 
companions could not even eat. When his family 
heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people 
were saying, ‘He has gone out of his mind.’ And the 
scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He has 
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts  

out demons.’ And he called them to him, and spoke to 
them in parables, ‘How can Satan cast out Satan? If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom  
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cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, 
that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has 
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot 
stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a 
strong man’s house and plunder his property       
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed 
the house can be plundered. Truly I tell you, people 
will be forgiven for their sins and whatever            
blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, 
but is guilty of an eternal sin’ – for they had said, ‘He 
has an unclean spirit.’ Then his mother and his 
brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to 
him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; 
and they said to him, ‘Your mother and your     
brothers and   sisters are outside, asking for you.’ 
And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my      
brothers?’ And looking at those who sat around him, 
he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers!   
Whoever does the will of God is my brother and   
sister and mother.’  

Mark 3:20-end 

 

A Reflection for the First Sunday after Trinity 
from Laurie Gainer. 
 

I suspect that few people reading this will remember 
Wilfred Pickles and the radio game show from the 
1940s: Have a Go! (accompanied on the piano by 
Violet Carson who went on to play Ena Sharples in 
the early years of Coronation Street.)  I remember 
two of the questions the contestants were              
frequently asked: one was , “Are you courting?” and 
the other was to tell of their most embarrassing  

moment.  For Jesus, it was surely the occasion in   
today’s reading.  It could not have been more  

embarrassing.  Here he was, a grown man in his early 
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God of Truth, 

Help us to keep your law of love 

and to walk in the way of wisdom, 

that we may find true life 

In Jesus Christ your Son. Amen 



thirties, deeply engaged in his calling to teach the 
people about God, when suddenly outside, there 
are, not only his brothers, but his mother as well, 
trying to persuade him to give all this up and to come 
home. 
 

The trouble was that Jesus had gained a reputation 
for being, to say the least, a little eccentric.  He had 
not taken over Joseph’s carpentry business when his 
father died, as would have been expected; instead, 
had set up as an itinerant preacher, gathering a 
crowd of followers from far and wide, and travelling 
with them through the villages of Galilee.  The  

religious leaders did not like it, and spread a rumour 
that Jesus had gone out of his mind.  When his family 
arrived outside the house - which was too crowded 
for them to get in - Jesus did not respond to their 
summons to go out to them, but used the occasion 
to strengthen his connection to those around him. 
 

Christians - and especially street preachers - are 
often perceived as being a little odd; but when Jesus 
calls someone to follow him, and especially when he 
calls them to a particular role, he always gives them 
the strength to remain faithful and to continue in the 
task, whatever difficulties may be set in their way, 
and whatever those in the world may say or do to 
discourage them. 

Laurie 
 

Prayer During the Week 
 

Sunday 
Pray for those who make up our Spiritual family in 

Jesus Christ.  (Mark 4: 35) 

Monday 
Pray for all suffering unjust imprisonment. 

Tuesday 
Pray for honesty and integrity among those in        

positions of authority. 

Wednesday 
Pray for all who live in countries where the  

Coronavirus is still rampant. 

Thursday 
Pray for those parts of England most recently under 

restrictions because of the virus. 

Friday St Barnabas 
Pray that we will be given grace to love one another 

as Jesus loves us.  (John 14: 12) 

Saturday 
Pray for all who suffer discrimination because of    

colour, creed or lifestyle. 
 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen, Karen,        

Lindsey and Melanie 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Joy Waistell,  Sarah Aldridge, Carl Baker, Heather 

Gent, Jean Caswell, Joan, Sue Oakley, Alan Compson, 

Geoff Truby, Irene Haycock,  Delma Scriven and      

Maureen Boyce 

 

Those who have died 

 Patricia Robinson and  Edna Kelly 

 

Services Next Week 

Sunday  Trinity 2 

At St Benedict’s 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion 

 

At the Ven Bede 

9.00am Parish Communion 

Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion. 

 

Don’t forget to book your place with Hilary for the Sunday 
Services by 12noon on Saturday either by email              

hilmoore@gmail.com or telephone 892856. 
 

Pastoral Group 
Our Pastoral Group meet on Wednesday following  

Morning Prayer and would be pleased to have news of 
anyone missing from church. 

 

Grapevine magazine June/July.  

The June/July issue of the magazine is going to be a  
digital only version again this month.  

If anyone would like to receive a digital copy, or knows 
any friends who would like one, then please send your 

email address to: office@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk    
 or womwelch@ hotmail.com requesting a copy.         

  Alternatively phone 01902324111 and speak to Nigel.  
 

Grapevine Magazine delivery 

We hope to recommence delivery of the Grapevine    
Magazine in the late summer. Nigel is looking for      

someone to deliver a few magazines in the following 
roads. Walk Lane, Rennison Drive, The Maltings and Jenks 

Road.  If any one is able to help it would be very much 
appreciated.  

Contact Nigel on 01902 324111 or the Parish Office  
 


