
St Benedict’s and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday 13th June 

Trinity 2 

 

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel  
 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from 
the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off 
a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I 
myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On 
the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order 
that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and       
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will 
live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged 
creatures of every kind. All the trees of the field shall 
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I 
make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and 
make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I 
will accomplish it.  

Ezekiel 17.22–24  

 

Jesus talks to the crowd in parables. 
 

Such a large crowd gathered around Jesus that he got 
into a boat and began to teach them using many     
parables. Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if 
someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The 
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, 
then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 
harvest has come.’ Jesus also said, ‘With what can we 
compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large  
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests 
in its shade.’ With many such parables he spoke the  
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word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he       
explained everything in private to his disciples.  

Mark 4 26-34 

A Reflection for Trinity  2  from the Revd  

Richard Fisher. 
 

Some years ago, we visited a church where the   
Vicar presented “Holy Spirit Medals” to church 
members for “building the Kingdom of God”. We 
laugh about it even now because it isn’t we who 
keep the Kingdom going; that’s God’s work by the 
Spirit. You see, what the vicar had not understood is 
that the Church and the Kingdom of God are not 
the same. The Church can point to the Kingdom of 
God and as an international, multicultural          
community it is a sign of the  Kingdom.  
 

The Kingdom is anywhere God’s reign of  

justice, forgiveness and peace is happening. Seventy 
years ago, another vicar, Chad Varah, took the    
funeral service of a fourteen-year-old girl who had 
killed herself because she feared she had caught a 
sexually transmitted disease. She was menstruating. 
Chad placed an advert in a newspaper asking     
people to volunteer at his church, listening to     
people contemplating suicide. The movement grew 
rapidly: within ten years there were 40 branches 
and now there are 201 branches across the UK and 
Ireland offering support through over 21,200 
trained volunteers 
 

From little acorns, mighty oaks do grow. This same 
message is in Jesus’ parable of the  

mustard seed. It begins with the words “The       
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Faithful Creator 

whose mercy never fails: 

deepen our faithfulness to you 

and to your Living Word, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



kingdom of God is like…” Jesus tells stories that make 
us think about how we can make a difference. It can 
be in tiny, seemingly insignificant ways: a wave or a 
smile...  
 

Graham Kendrick’s “Beauty for brokenness” has 
made it into “Ancient and Modern – hymns for     
refreshing worship book”. Its chorus is a prayer:  

God of the poor, friend of the weak, 

give us compassion, we pray: 

make our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain. 

Come, change our love from a spark to a flame. 

Richard 

Prayer During the Week 

 

Sunday 
Pray that God will grow his kingdom in secret 
through our every thought, word and action. 

Mark 4: 26, 27) 

Monday 
Pray that everyone throughout the world who needs 

the vaccine will receive it. 

Tuesday 
Pray for those suffering from the effects of droughts, 

floods and other unusual weather. 

Wednesday 
Pray for compassion and fair treatment for people 

seeking refuge. 

Thursday 
Pray for the Uyghur population in China, at risk from 

Beijing’s regional policies. 

Friday 
Pray for those unjustly imprisoned in Iran. 

Saturday 
Pray that the war victims in Yemen will not suffer 

even more by the UK’s cut in aid. 

 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Joy Waistell,  Sarah Aldridge, Carl Baker, 

Heather Gent, Jean Caswell, Joan, Sue Oakley, Alan 

Compson, Geoff Truby, Irene Haycock,                     

Delma Scriven and Maureen Boyce 

 

Prayers for those working in the NHS and Care 

Workers 

Lewis, Jayne, Sandy, Anthony, Vicky, Helen, Karen,        

Lindsey and Melanie 

 

 

Those who have died 

 Anthony Hughes and Desmond Weston 
 

   This weeks Services 
At St Benedict’s 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion 
 

At the Ven Bede 

9.00am Parish Communion 

Monday 10.00am Little Fish 

Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion. 

 

Don’t forget to book your place with Hilary for the       

Sunday Services by 12noon on Saturday either by email              

hilmoore@gmail.com or telephone 892856. 
 

Team Council 
Our Team Council meet on Monday Evening at 7.30pm at 

The Ven Bede 

 

Grapevine Magazine delivery 

We hope to recommence delivery of the Grapevine    

Magazine in the late summer. Nigel is looking for      

someone to deliver a few magazines in the following 

roads, Rennison Drive and Jenks Road.  If any one is able 

to help it would be very much appreciated.  

Contact Nigel on 01902 324111 or the Parish Office 

 

Prayer Meeting 

The next Prayer Meeting is on Tuesday 22nd June at 

7.00pm at St. Benedict’s for 45 minutes.  

Future Prayer Meetings will alternate between online and 

different churches. 

  


