
St Benedict’s and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday  27th June 2021 

Trinity 4 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the  

Corinthians  
 

You excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for 
you – so we want you to excel also in this generous 
undertaking. I do not say this as a command, but I am 
testing the genuineness of your love against the  

earnestness of others. For you know the generous act 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich. And in this matter I am giving 
my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last 
year not only to do something but even to desire to 
do something – now finish doing it, so that your      
eagerness may be matched by completing it            
according to your means. For if the eagerness is there, 
the gift is acceptable according to what one has – not 
according to what one does not have. I do not mean 
that there should be relief for others and pressure on 
you, but it is a question of a fair balance between 
your present abundance and their need, so that their 
abundance may be for your need, in order that there 
may be a fair balance. As it is written, ‘The one who 
had much did not have too much, and the one who 
had little did not have too little.’  

2 Corinthians 8.7–15  

 

Jesus heals. Two very different miracles. 
 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the     
other side, a great crowd gathered around him; and 
he was by the lake. Then one of the leaders of the         
synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, 
fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, ‘My little 
daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay  
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your hands on her, so that she may be made well, 
and live.’ So he went with him. And a large crowd 
followed him and pressed in on him. Now there 
was a woman who had been suffering from     
haemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured 
much under many physicians, and had spent all 
that she had; and she was no better, but rather 
grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came 
up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 
for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be 
made well.’ Immediately her haemorrhage 
stopped; and she felt in her body that she was 
healed of her disease. Immediately aware that 
power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about 
in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ 
And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd 
pressing in on you; how can you say, “Who touched 
me?”’ He looked all around to see who had done it. 
But the woman, knowing what had happened to 
her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before 
him, and told him the whole truth. He said to her, 
‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in 
peace, and be healed of your disease.’ While he 
was still speaking, some people came from the 
leader’s house to say, ‘Your daughter is dead. Why 
trouble the teacher any further?’ But overhearing 
what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the     
synagogue, ‘Do not fear, only believe.’ He allowed 
no one to follow him except Peter, James, and 
John, the brother of James. When they came to the 
house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a 
commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 
When he had entered, he said to them, ‘Why do 
you make a commotion and weep? The child is not 
dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. Then 
he put them all outside, and took the child’s father 
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Gracious Father,  

by the obedience of Jesus 

you brought salvation to our wayward world: 

draw us into harmony with your will, 

that we may find all things restored in him. 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



and mother and those who were with him, and went 
in where the child was. He took her by the hand and 
said to her, ‘Talitha cum,’ which means, ‘Little girl, 
get up!’ And immediately the girl got up and began 
to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this 
they were overcome with amazement. He strictly 
ordered them that no one should know this, and told 
them to give her something to eat.  

Mark 5:21-43 
 

A Reflection for Trinity 4 from William Cole 

I’d love to know her name, this desperate woman ,bone 
tired and listless, who fears she will never be part of the 
community again. For twelve long years she has lived with 
constant internal bleeding, which by ancient law [see     
Leviticus 15,vs 23f] makes her ‘unclean’ and                    
contaminating anyone she touches. Once reasonably well 
off, she is now impoverished ,draining her money on cures 
that don’t work. She fears exposure and rejection ,among 
the crowd thronging around Jesus, and cannot bring     
herself to approach him directly. Yet, anonymously and 
driven by desperation ,she risks touching the hem of his 
garment as Jesus is walking briskly with important men, on 
his way to the dying daughter of Jairus, the prominent 
synagogue leader. She had meant to slip away – and wait. 
How shocked she is by her body’s reaction. The blood flow 
has ceased.  She can scarcely recognise feeling as well as 
this. 

Suddenly, the crowd stops moving and she hears the 
dreaded question ‘Who touched me?’ Trembling she 
comes forward. How’s the rabbi Jesus going to react to 
being made unclean by her swift, intent touch? Is Jesus 
angry? Not a bit of it, and despite the anxious displeasure 
of the crowds who want to see the drama of Jesus healing 
Jairus’ daughter. What could be more urgent than that 
situation, yet here’s Jesus spending valuable time with an 
insignificant woman! Not to mention his disciples            
ridiculing his question ! Jesus, though, has sensed       
something significant in that touch. 

The woman blurts out her whole story. Jesus listens,     
intently without interrupting. To tell our story is              
releasing and to be listened to attentively is healing. The 
woman’s faith has grown from a risky touching the       
wonder-working rabbi’s robe, to a real response to Jesus 
himself.  Jesus gives her a liberating affirmation ‘Daughter, 
your faith has made you whole. Go in peace and be 
healed’. The suffering, isolated woman has been made 
truly human again. 

This story shows us much of Jesus’ healing.  

Seemingly insignificant and marginalised people are     
valued and treated with dignity. His receiving her 
‘unclean’ touch shows him carrying our infirmities, 
'touching the untouchable’ . He restores our humanity. 
Can we follow Jesus in being attentive  listeners? 

William 
 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Joy Waistell,  Sarah Aldridge, Carl Baker,          
Heather Gent,  Joan, Geoff Truby, Delma Scriven, 

Maureen Boyce and Debbie King 

Those who have died 

 Desmond Weston, Irene Haycock,  Vincent Gadd, 
Maureen Walters, Patricia Porter, Denis Hallmark,       

Joan Paterson, Peter Morton, John Porter (Priest) and 
Jean Caswell 

 

Prayer During the Week. 
 

   Sunday  
Pray that we may be generous in word and action 

2 Corinthians 8 

 Monday 
Pray for endurance to continue to continue with Covid-19 

precautions as long as is necessary. 

Tuesday 
Pray for the churches as they learn how to deal with the 

changing situation. 

      Wednesday  
Pray for the countries in the world where the  

pandemic is on the increase. 

Thursday 
Pray for those frustrated by not being able to have        

holidays abroad. 

     Friday   
Pray for those who find themselves without  

employment following the lockdown. 

  Saturday 
Pray for those countries where the health  

services cannot cope. 
 
 

This weeks Services 

At St Benedict’s 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion 
 

At the Ven Bede 

9.00am Parish Communion 

Monday 10.00am Little Fish 

Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion. 
 

Don’t forget to book your place with Hilary for the       

Sunday Services by 12noon on Saturday either by email              

hilmoore@gmail.com or telephone 892856. 

Monday 28th June 

P.C.C. meet at 7.30am at St Benedict’s starting with the 
Eucharist 

 

Tuesday 29th June 

Archdeacon’s Visitation 7.30pm at Perton 

 

 Taize Prayer 

We are hoping to hold Taize prayer on Sunday 11th July at 
7pm at St Benedict’s. Please book your place with Hilary. 


