
St Benedict’s and the Venerable Bede 

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday  4th July 2021 

Trinity 5 

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel 
 

The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 
When I saw this, I fell on my face, and I heard the 
voice of someone speaking. He said to me: O mortal, 

stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And 
when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set 
me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He 
said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of 
Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against 
me; they and their ancestors have transgressed 
against me to this very day. The descendants are 

impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, 
and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ 
Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house), they shall know that there has been 
a prophet among them. 

Ezekiel 2.1–5 

 

Jesus begins to give his disciples responsibility. 
 

Jesus came to his home town, and his disciples       
followed him. On the Sabbath he began to teach in 
the synagogue, and many who heard him were  

astounded. They said, ‘Where did this man get all 
this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? 
What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is 
not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of 
James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his 
sisters here with us?’ And they took offence at him. 
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without 
honour, except in their home town, and among their 
own kin, and in their own house.’ And he could do no 
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on 
a few sick people and cured them. 
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And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went 
about among the villages teaching. He called the 
twelve and began to send them out two by two, 
and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 
He ordered them to take nothing for their journey 
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two 
tunics. He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a 
house, stay there until you leave the place. If any 
place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear 
you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 

feet as a testimony against them.’ So they went out 
and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast 
out many demons, and anointed with oil many who 

were sick and cured them. 

Mark 6:1-13 

 

A reflection on Jesus’ problems when he visits his 
home town. From Revd Preb Paul Brown. 

 

Just over a week ago I spent some time looking for 
pictures  of  Jesus and the woman who was cured 
of her bleeding.  One in particular stuck in my mind 
and I used it to illustrate the Gospel  in last week’s 
service on Facebook and Youtube. Jesus hardly  

appears in the picture, the focus is on the woman, 
she is kneeling, her eyes fixed on Jesus walking just 
ahead of her, her arms is fully stretched out and 
she just manages to touch the tassels  on his cloak.  
We don’t know who she was but her faith, even 
though it was born out of desperation is awe  

inspiring.  Contrast that with the people of  

Nazareth . Jesus has been working his way towards 
his home town.  There have been many miracles, in 
Capernaum and in Galilee. Crowds were following 
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Almighty God, 

send down upon your Church 

the riches of your Spirit, 

and kindle in all who minister the gospel 

your countless gits of grace: 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



him wherever he went. He was a celebrity and even 
found it hard to rest and recuperate. 
 

You would have expected that his home town would 
have welcomed him with open arms, but it didn’t.  
There is even a hint of scandal when after preaching 
in the synagogue they ask “Isn’t this Mary’s son ?” 
rather than isn’t this Mary and Joseph’s son ? Is this a 
hint of illegitimacy? Something that would  

compromise Jesus’ authority as a preacher and 
teacher.   Most of the Nazarenes would have been 
used to seeing in its street  and meeting places. 
Some may even have been his customers. That  

familiarity seems to have compromised there  

understanding of who he was and what he was trying 
to achieve  as Mark writes “ Prophets are not  

without honour, except in their own town, and 
among their own kin. and he could do no deed of 
power there, except he laid his hands on a few sick 
people and cured them.”  
 

The villagers closed minds and prejudices have got 
the better of them. A warning to all of us firstly  to be 
careful not to underestimate other people’s  

potential  and secondly to make sure our faith is 
more about reaching out to touch the hem of Jesus 
cloak rather than that of the villagers who became 
stuck with their memories and whose future was 
clouded by scepticism. 

Paul 

 

 Prayer During the Week. 

 

Sunday 
Pray that we may recognise God working through 

unlikely people.  (Mark 6: 2,3) 

Monday 
Pray for wise decisions about ending Covid  

restrictions. 

Tuesday 
Pray for the victims of the building collapse in Miami. 

Wednesday 
Pray for a settlement of problems with the Northern 

Ireland border. 

Thursday 
Pray for Brazil, suffering extremely with Covid 19. 

Friday 
Pray for an end to attacks by Boko Haram in         

Cameroon. 

       Saturday  
Pray for relationships with the new regime in Iran. 

 

 

 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Joy Waistell,  Sarah Aldridge,  Heather Gent,  Joan, 

Geoff Truby, Delma Scriven, and Maureen Boyce  

Those who have died 

 Irene Haycock,  Vincent Gadd, Maureen Walters,           

Patricia Porter, Joan Paterson, Peter Morton and  

Jean Caswell 

 

This weeks Services 
 

At St Benedict’s 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion 

 

At the Ven Bede 

9.00am Parish Communion 

Monday 10.00am Little Fish 

Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion. 
 

Don’t forget to book your place with Hilary for the 

Sunday Services by 12noon on Saturday either by email 

hilmoore@gmail.com or telephone 892856. 

 

Taize Prayer 

We are hoping to hold Taize prayer on Sunday 11th July at 

7pm at St Benedict’s. Please book your place with Hilary. 

 

Office Cover 
We are looking for volunteers to cover the office phone 
and take messages when Maxine is on annual leave. We 

require help w/c 26th July, w/c 23rd  August and              
w/c 30th August. Any help appreciated. 

 

Prayer Group 

Our Tuesday evening Prayer Group will meet online on  

6th July starting 7pm. Please let Sue Watson know if you 

hope to join us. 


