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St James the Apostle 

  James is martyred  
 

‘At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and 
predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe 
famine over all the world; and this took place during 
the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that 
according to their ability, each would send relief to 
the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it 
to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon 
some who belonged to the church. He had James, the 
brother of John, killed with the sword. 

Acts 11:27-12:2 

 

Who is the most important ? 

 

The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with 
her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a favour 
of him. And he said to her, ‘What do you want?’ She 
said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of mine will 
sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
kingdom.’ But Jesus answered, ‘You do not know 
what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I am about to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are 
able.’ He said to them, ‘You will indeed drink my cup, 
but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not 
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared by my Father.’ 

When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two 
brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not 
be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever  
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wishes to be first among you must be your 
slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

Matt 20:20-28 

 

A Reflection on the Persecuted Church  

by Revd Richard Fisher 

 

In the Book of Acts the church in Jerusalem has 
been persecuted by the chief priests. Following the 
rapid growth of the church they stirred things up 
and when they heard Stephen – a church leader - 
openly criticise their religious beliefs they “dragged 
him out of the city and began to stone him” while a 
certain young Pharisee, Saul, “approved of their  
killing him” (chapter 8, vs 1). 
 

In Ch 8, we hear of a “severe persecution began 
against the church in Jerusalem and all except the 

apostles were scattered”. Saul is at the forefront of 
“ravaging the church”. Then Saul is famously 

converted to Christ on the Damascus Road (Ch 9). 
Not surprisingly the church is extremely wary when 
he tells them that he is now, like them, following 
Christ! 
 

As the first Christian Aid project starts, King Herod 
Agrippa (grandson of so-called Herod “the Great” 

who ordered the “Massacre of the Innocents” in 
Bethlehem after Jesus was born) cracks down on the 

church again, murdering one of the Twelve, James. 
It happens at the time of the Jewish Feast of  

Passover, a celebration of freedom from slavery. 

Not for James, though, nor for many Christians 
around the world. In Nigeria, for example, Islamist 

militants continued to attack and kill Christians with 
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Merciful God. Whose holy apostle St James 

leaving  his father and all that he had 

was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 

and followed him even to death; 

help us, forsaking  the false attractions of the world, 

to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



seeming impunity. For the past two decades militant 

Fulani herdsmen have killed around 19,000 people. 
During 2020, despite lockdown and curfews imposed 

in response to the pandemic, more than 400      
Christians were killed. One evening in April last year, 

militants attached the village in Plateau State where 
recently ordained pastor Matthew Tigwe lived with 

his wife Rose, and two daughters. A group of ten 
gunmen went to their house, called him out by name 

and shot him dead. 
 

The Anglican Bishop of Truro, Philip Mountstephen, 
produced a Report for the British Foreign Office in 

2019, outlining how Christian persecution, like no 
other, is a global phenomenon and much  

under-reported. What persecuted Christians say they 
value more than anything is – prayer, so find out 
more about how to pray intelligently, visit the 
“Release International” or “Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide” websites. 
 

On their behalf, thank you  

Richard 
     

Prayer During the Week. 

 

    Sunday  
Pray that we may seek to imitate Jesus in lives of  

service.  (Matthew 20:28) 

   Monday  
Pray for the people of Germany, Belgium and the 

surrounding countries after the devastating floods. 

   Tuesday  
Pray for those fighting wildfires in North America and 

elsewhere. 

     Wednesday  
Pray for the NHS, once again under great pressure 

with increased Covid cases. 

Thursday 
 Pray for researchers investigating the causes 

and treatment of “Long Covid”. 

Friday 
  Pray for Tokyo as Covid cases increase in 

the run-up to the Olympic Games. 

   Saturday  
Pray that we may be sincere in our efforts to       

counteract global warming 
 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Joy Waistell,  Sarah Aldridge,  Heather Gent,  

Joan, Geoff Truby, Delma Scriven, Maureen Boyce, 

Olly Cadman and Miriam Hackett 

 

Those who have died 

 Joan Paterson, Donald Haden, Keith Hughes and           

Neil Walker          
 

Please send requests for prayers to the Parish Office. 

  

This weeks Services  
 

At St Benedict’s  

8.00am Holy Communion  

10.30am Parish Communion  

Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion  
 

At the Ven Bede  

9.00am Parish Communion  

Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion. 
 

 Don’t forget to book your place with Hilary for the      
Sunday Services by 12noon on Saturday either by email 

hilmoore@gmail.com or telephone 892856. 
 

 There will be a service led by Paul on Facebook and on 
YouTube this Sunday.  

 

Living Faith 
The Revd Alison Storer at St Bart’s is 

 running a Living Faith course at St Barts commencing 
Wednesday 22nd September 7.30pm Church Hall Lounge. 

Living Faith is a one year programme for people who 
would like to deepen their understanding of Christian 

teaching, and reflect on what it means to have living faith. 
The Course follows the seasons of the Christian calendar 
and invites reflections on the major festivals of the faith. 

Through the events of the Christian year, different 
themes are explored through studying passages from the 
Bible, from Christian teaching and from the contemporary 

world.   

More details are available from Paul, Richard or Sue. 
 

Relaxing the Covid 19 Regulations 
Our Church Council met  on Monday to discuss how we 

should adapt what we do in church to reflect the 

 relaxation in the Covid 19 regulations. 

Following advice from the Government and the Diocese 

and given the rise both in inflections and deaths 

we have decided on a cautious and gradual relaxation. 

More details are available on the attached “Plan for the 
Easing of Restrictions” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


