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Trinity 6 

A reading from the book of the prophet Amos  
 

This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was 
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a 
plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, 
‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb line.’ 
Then the Lord said, ‘See, I am setting a plumb line in 
the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass 
them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made       
desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid 
waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam 
with the sword.’ Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, 
sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has 
conspired against you in the very centre of the house 
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For 
thus Amos has said, “Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile away from his land.”’ 
And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to 
the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and     
prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, 
for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 
kingdom.’ Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no 
prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, 
and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took 
me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 
“Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”  

Amos 7:7-15 

 

Mark tells of the death of John the Baptist. 
 

King Herod heard of the healings and other miracles, 
for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were    
saying, ‘John the baptizer has been raised from the 
dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in 
him.’ But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It 
is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’ But   
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when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom I   
beheaded, has been raised.’ For Herod himself had 
sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put 
him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For 
John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you 
to have your brother’s wife.’ And Herodias had a 
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she 
could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he 
was a righteous and holy man, and he protected 
him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; 
and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity 
came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet 
for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 
Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the 
king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you wish, 
and I will give it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, 
‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of 
my kingdom.’ She went out and said to her mother, 
‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of 
John the Baptist.’ Immediately she rushed back to 
the king and requested, ‘I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptizer on a platter.’ 
The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for 
his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to   
refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of 

the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He 
went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his 
head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the 
girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard 
about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in 
a tomb  

Mark 6:14-29 
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Creator God, 

you made us all in your image: 

may we discern you in all that we see, 

and serve you in all that we do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



The Revd Sue Watson reflects on the death of 
John the Baptist.  
 

This week we hear the account of a sad and tragic 
event- something which upset Jesus deeply when he 
heard about it. The death of John the Baptist has 

inspired art, literature and music over an extended 
period of time: paintings by Titian, an Oscar Wilde 
play,   turned into an opera purporting to portray 
Salome, the girl who danced for Herod, films and 
ballets. The girl, unnamed in the New Testament was 
called ‘Salome’ by the early Jewish historian, 

Josephus. 
 

The story is interesting for a number of reasons: 

Herod is drawn to John; his wife, Herodias resents 
him, because he has called her marriage to Herod 
‘unlawful’. This refers to the same Jewish law to 
which Henry the Eighth appealed when he wanted to 
get rid of his first wife, Katherine, which states that it 
is not lawful for a man to marry his brother’s widow. 

The scene is of Herod’s birthday party, where  

presumably the wine was flowing, things were 
getting a little out of hand and Herod’s daughter was 
dancing, pleasing her father who promises her  

whatever she wishes. Under her mother’s influence, 
she asks for John’s head. Rather than go back on his 
word, Herod grants the request. 
 

Here we see two unattractive characters: Herod, 

possibly the ‘worse for wear’, is aroused by seeing 
his daughter dance, something questionable in  

Itself…a weak man, showing off in front of local  

dignitaries- afraid to stand up for what, in his heart 
he knows is right,  unwilling to lose face. 

Herodias, full of malice towards John, takes her  

opportunity and draws her child into her malicious 
intent. I wonder if Herod realised where the request 
had come from- maybe not; I wonder what his 

 feelings were the next day, when he had sobered up
- we shall never know. 

In contrast to these two are John’s disciples, who 
quietly retrieve their master’s body and lay it in a 
tomb. For Jesus, it’s a family tragedy and a true 
glimpse of his humanity.  
 

There is much to reflect upon in this passage, from a 
number of perspectives…  

Sue 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Joy Waistell,  Sarah Aldridge,  Heather Gent,  
Joan, Geoff Truby, Delma Scriven, Maureen Boyce 

and Olly Cadman 

 

Those who have died 

 Irene Haycock, Maureen Walters, Patricia Porter, 

Joan Paterson, Jean Caswell, Donald Haden and          
Christine Hill 

 

Prayer During the Week. 

Sunday 
Pray that we may allow God his right to judge  

between good and bad,  (Matthew 13: 30a) 

Monday 
Pray for those having to isolate because of local  

outbreaks of the virus.  

Tuesday 
Pray for local shops as they re-open following  

lockdown.  

Wednesday  - Mary Magdalene   
Pray that we may respond to Jesus when he calls us by 

name.  (John 20: 16) 

Thursday 
Continue to pray for wisdom for all who have to make 

important decisions. 

Friday 
Pray for all in discussions to establish a good trade       

relationship with the E. U. 

Saturday - James  
 Pray that God will grow in us the gift of servanthood.  

(Matthew 20: 26) 
 

This weeks Services 
 

At St Benedict’s 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

3.00pm Holy Baptism 

4.00pm Holy Baptism 

7.00pm Taize Prayer 

Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion 
 

At the Ven Bede 

9.00am Parish Communion 

Monday 10.00am Little Fish 

Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion. 
 

Don’t forget to book your place with Hilary for the 

Sunday Services by 12noon on Saturday either by email 

hilmoore@gmail.com or telephone 892856. 

There will be a service led by Paul  on Facebook and on 
YouTube this Sunday.  

 

Sides Person Volunteers 
We are looking for more volunteers to help with sides 
duty at Funerals. If you are able to help please contact 

Carol Porter carolporteruk@yahoo.co.uk for more          
information 


