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Keeping in Touch with our Church Family 

Sunday 18th July 2021 

Trinity 7 

A reading from  the prophet Jeremiah 
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the 
sheep of my pasture! says  the LORD. Therefore thus 
says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the  

shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who 
have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, 
and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to  

you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself 
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 
lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them  

back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and               
multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will 
shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or 
be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will 
be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our  

righteousness.’ 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 

Jesus and the disciples need a rest. 
 

The apostles returned from their mission. They 

 gathered around Jesus, and told  him all that they 
had done and taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to 
a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ 
For many were coming and going, and they had no 
leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat 
to  a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw 
them going and recognized  them, and they hurried 
there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of  
them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and 
he had compassion for them, because they were like  
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sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach  

them many things. When they had crossed over, 
they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the 
boat. When they got out of the boat, people at  

once recognized him, and rushed about that whole 
region and began to bring the sick on mats to    
wherever they heard he was. And wherever he 
went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the 
sick in the market-places, and begged him that they 
might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all 
who touched it were healed. 

Mark 630-34,53-end 
 

A Reflection on  Jesus training the Disciples 
 

There was a story on the news a week or so ago 
about a man who had tickets for the England     
semi-final football match, but gave them up         
because he was due to donate stem cells the       
following morning.  Compassion can, to put it    
mildly, be very inconvenient.  It calls on us, at 
times, to make choices between what we want to 
do and what we should be doing. 

 

In today’s Gospel reading the disciples have just 
returned from their training course on preaching 
and pastoral care, and want nothing more than to 
spend time sharing their experiences with Jesus.  
Twice, they set off in the boat to try to find a quiet 
spot where they can talk without interruption, but 
the crowds see the boat coming and follow it along 
the shore.   
 

on the first occasion Jesus sees that the crowds are  

in need of teaching because they are like sheep  

without a shepherd, and on the second he gets  

involved in a healing ministry.  Jesus and the       
disciples have no time to eat, let alone talk. 
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Generous God 

You give us gifts and make them grow: 

Though our faith is as small as a mustard seed, 

make it grow to your glory 

and for the flourishing of your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



 

The lesson from Jeremiah tells us how God was angry 
with the prophets because they were not good  

shepherds of his people.  God promises that he,  

personally, will take responsibility for shepherding 
his people because he cannot trust anyone else to do 
it.  He also promises that he will raise up true  

shepherds who will care for his flock.  Both of these 
promises were fulfilled in the ministry of Jesus, the 
Son of God, in today’s Gospel reading. 
 

The created human race is still in need of God’s    
pastoral care today, and it is still the task of his     
disciples, the members of the Church of Jesus Christ.  
Please pray that those promises of God will continue 
to be fulfilled in our day.  Pray that in the urgency of 
much of the work in this Team, that we will not    
neglect that  which is supremely important.  Pray for 
the pastoral work within this parish and Team for all 
who live in this area, and for the same work   
throughout the world. 

Laurie 
 

 

 Prayer During the Week. 

Sunday 
Pray that where there is a pastoral need we, the 

Church of Jesus, will respond.  (Mark 6:34) 

Monday 
Pray for caution in responding to today’s lockdown 

easing. 

  Tuesday  
Pray for India, for victims of persecution, Covid and 

lightening strikes. 

    Wednesday  

Pray for peace on the streets of South Africa after 
the arrest of ex-President Jacob Zuma. 

Thursday (Mary Magdalene) 

Pray that, like Mary Magdalene, we will reveal to 
others how we met with Jesus.  (John 20:18a) 

    Friday  
Pray for impoverished Haiti after the assassination of 

President Jovenel Moïse. 

Saturday  
Pray for wisdom and determination to fight global 

warming. 
 

Please remember those who have asked for our 

prayers   

Lisa, Joy Waistell,  Sarah Aldridge,  Heather Gent,  

Joan, Geoff Truby, Delma Scriven, Maureen Boyce, 

Olly Cadman and Miriam Hackett 

Those who have died 

 Patricia Porter, Joan Paterson, Jean Caswell, and  

Donald Haden           
 

This weeks Services 
 

At St Benedict’s 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion 
 

At the Ven Bede 

9.00am Parish Communion 

3.30pm Messy Picnic 

Monday 10.00am Little Fish 

Thursday 11.00am Holy Communion. 
 

Don’t forget to book your place with Hilary for the 

Sunday Services by 12noon on Saturday either by email 

hilmoore@gmail.com or telephone 892856. 

There will be a service led by Paul  on Facebook and on 
You Tube this Sunday.  

 

 Relaxing the Regulations. 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of  

Monday we are waiting for more advice from the Central 
Church about how to  the relaxation affects church life. 

 

Messy Picnic 
A Messy Picnic for all the family on Sunday 18th July at 
3.30pm at The Venerable Bede. Please bring your own 

picnic food, drinks and something to sit on.                   
Book your place with Sarah 07702 376169 or                                      

sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk 

 

Prayer Group  
Our Tuesday evening Prayer Group will meet at All Saints 

Trysull on 20th July starting 7pm. Please let Sue Watson 

know if you hope to join us. 
 

Open Door 
Year 6 from St Benedict’s are  celebrating “Open Door” 

next Monday. They will be in church until 3.30pm. 
 

Leavers service 
St Benedict’s Leavers service will be at 9.30am on 

Wednesday 21st July in church.  Morning Prayer will be in 
the Wombourne Institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


