Harvest 2021 at St Benedict Biscop Church

Editorial from Olly C
Firstly, I must say how sorry I was that the August/September edition of
Grapevine could not be produced. After falling, on an organised ramble, it
was necessary to have an operation for a reversed shoulder replacement,
my right shoulder of course, which meant that producing anything was
difficult!
To try to make up, I have included some of the articles, which had been
submitted, and you will find them at the end of this current issue, from
page 22. You couldn’t really miss the following articles: Councllor Barry
Bond’s MBE; Alan Peace’s 1000 km Stroll; and the St Benedict’s Church
Wives’ jolly at Tenby!
I am sure that a lot of you have found, that when you become really
incapacitated, it makes you more sympathetic to all the members of our
community and village who are permanently disabled, and who find doing,
even simple tasks, extremely difficult. I was amazed at just how much it
can cost to be ‘cared for’, and hope that some of the new initiatives outlined
by the government will help, in some way, those who are already carrying a
heavy burden.
It is really rewarding being a member of a close-knit church family and the
amazing support given in times of trouble; similarly, it is inconceivable how
much help I had from my walking club. When I had my accident, the air
ambulance actually came to give me treatment, before the ordinary
ambulance arrived to take me to hospital. Active members are now in the
process of fund-raising for the Air Ambulance as our yearly charity.
Members are turning their hand to anything - one couple are offering
gardening services; many others are holding lunches, afternoon cheese
and wine parties with entertainment by a local band and many more
afternoon sessions - to date over £1000 has been raised, a little short of
the £2500 it apparently takes for an air ambulance call-out. But we have
until December, so watch this space please! I will keep you informed.
St Benedict’s Sunday Club and Little Fish have started up again - but I
have heard nothing from other churches - I would be really pleased to know
just what you are all offering in respect of additional activities - perhaps we
could start a separate page for these activities, which will draw attention to
them. Sorry it is not my idea but a ‘musing’ from Rev’d Paul, which will be
very beneficial, not only to new arrivals in the village but to all of us. SO –
this is a request to everyone in our local churches to send me these details,
SO - please nominate someone to do this, SO that you don’t miss out!
I think that you will find some very interesting articles in this October/
November issue, especially the notice on page 3, in which we give you
information of the start-up of the printed copies of Grapevine. Hurrah!,
Let us hope nothing stops us, and that we do not have another lock-down.
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THE WOMBOURNE INSTITUTE

is an independent Charity, the Trustees
being responsible for the building. Some
rooms are rented by the Volunteer Bureau
on weekdays, others by the church on a
permanent basis.
To hire rooms for regular meetings or one
-off events, eg children’s parties, crafts
etc, phone Carol Porter, 898409.
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IMPORTA NT
DEADLINE

December 2021 / January 2022 issue

5 November 2021
DISTRIBUTION: From last Thursday in month
prior to publication date (after 11.30 am)

Water Harvest
St Benedict’s and the
Venerable Bede
2021 Harvest Charity

(M: Methodist
U: United Reformed
RC: Roman Catholic)
2021
Aug 15

HIMLEY BAPTISMS

Maddison Linda
Clayton-Harris
Louis Douglas Cole
HIMLEY WEDDINGS
May 31 Craig Martin Keating &
Stacey Usher
Aug 21 Antony Roberts &
Tracy Carter
HIMLEY FUNERAL
Sep 17 Mabel Schneider
WOMBOURNE BAPTISMS
July 10 Maddison Eliza Masih
July 11 Louie Samuel Lane
Arthur James Penn
Albie Ronald Penn
Vinnie Lewis Tanner
July 26 Georgia Christina
Skelding
Madeleine Grace
Griffiths
Abbie Elizabeth Flavell
Aug 8
Frankie Jake Bedford
Isabelle Harper Hill
Amelia Hughes
Harvey Charles Turner
Till
Aug 22 Oscar Benjamin Powers
Sienna Elizabeth Sadler
Ethan Thomas Hirst
Freya Alice Margaret
Robinson
Sept 12 Ronan James Webs
Erin Elizabeth Cooke
Raife Kevin Sirrell
Noah Thomas Wilkinson

NOTICES

WOMBOURNE WEDDINGS
July 3
July 24
July 26
July 31
Aug 11
Aug 14
Sep 17

James Mills &
Hayley Gorton
Anthony John Price &
Sandra Maria Lucchesi
Scott Anthony Jones &
Chloe Lauren Cooper
Jonathan Peter Brown
& Alicia Helen Whittle
Jacob Matthew Clark &
Hannah Scott
Neil Stephen Fellows &
Catherine Mary Lea
Andrew Lee Millington
& Tammy Jean Jones

WOMBOURNE FUNERALS
Mar 24 Barbara Springthorpe M
May 25 Phil Smith M
June 22 Anthony Hughes
June 24 Desmond Weston
July 1
Vincent Gadd
July 7
Irene Haycock
July 9
Margaret Walters
July 14 Jean Caswell
July 15 Patricia Porter
July 21 Joan Paterson
July 23 Donald Haden
Aug 4
Keith Joseph Hughes
Aug 10 Neil Walker
Aug 18 William Churm
Aug 23 Joan Hawthorn
Sep 2
Dorothy Brewerton
Sep 6
Reginald Williams
Sep 15 Ruby Rose M
Sep 21 Nell Piper M
Sep 29 Pauline Hotchkiss M

Earlier this year I
turned on my
kitchen tap - it
gurgled and
spluttered but
nothing came out!
The same was true
for the shower and
even the garden
tap I use to water
my flowers and
vegetables.
It was quite a shock,
and frustrating,
particularly as we
had just been
experiencing a wet
spell with some unusually heavy rain.
The problem was soon solved - it was
simply an airlock in the pipes, a shortlived inconvenience.
So, imagine what it must be like to live in
some of the poorest villages, like
Rajasthan, India. There the rainfall varies
between monsoon and near drought.
Conserving clean water in the rainy
season is vital to sustaining life and health
and to irrigate the crops of the
subsistence farmers.

Paul
Water Harvest is this year’s Harvest
Charity - for more information, and
payment details, please see article on
Page 9

GOOD NEWS . . . GRAPEVINE RETURNS . . . AT LAST!
After many months of not being able to issue printed copies of our Parish magazine, the Smestow Vale Grapevine, (April/May
2020 was our last printed issue, which we could not even deliver, because of the shutdown), we are hoping that the December
2021/January 2022 issue will be popping through your letterbox at the beginning of December. We will continue to produce
and electronically distribute digital copies, running alongside printed copies until the April/May issue.
Subscriptions will recommence from the April/May issue, at the current price, for both readers and advertisers, and contracts
to advertisers will be sent out during January 2022 to give breathing space to existing advertisers and to accommodate new
ones.
As an afterthought, if there is another lockdown, naturally we will find it difficult to follow the above guidelines, and will revert
back to just a digital copy, until things return to normal.
It has been a difficult period for everyone and we hope that you, as you have over the current period, will continue to support
us, and, overlook any problems which could occur in the future.
Thank you, Editorial Committee
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‘BISHOP’S LETTER’
Where’s God in the unchosen challenges of life?
By Sarah Thorpe, Dementia-Friendly Church Enabler
but to cross over the bridge. When we cross the
bridge, we enter another person’s world, meeting
them where they are.

I wonder if you know anyone living with dementia perhaps someone from your family, perhaps someone
from your church or your local community, perhaps
you yourself. Over 700,000 people across the
country are living with dementia, many supported by
family carers. Many people affected by dementia are
part our local churches, and the pandemic has had a
heightened impact on many of them.
People affected by dementia live through unchosen
challenges. Within our Diocese of Lichfield Dementia
-Friendly Churches Network, we are focusing this
autumn on three pictures that help us to see the
bigger picture, noticing God’s presence as dementia
progresses. Perhaps these three pictures can help
us all, in journeying together through the changes
and challenges of the pandemic and of life.

God always meets us where we are - but never
leaves us there! Can you use the picture of the
bridge to meet someone else where they are,
journeying to be alongside them, seeing things from
their point of view?
Have you ever
wondered about
why wild geese
fly in a “V”
formation?
Scientists have
discovered that
the geese work
together, taking it
in turns to take
the lead. Flying
in formation, they
can fly 70%
further than any one bird could fly alone.
We’ve found it’s the same with dementia. When we
can work together, we work as a team and we are
able to help people, with dementia, live well for
longer.
Through the pandemic, we’re rediscovering the need
to work as a community - both locally and globally.
None of us can go it alone. Can the picture of the
geese flying in formation encourage us to work
across our churches and communities, journeying
together in new ways?
To know more about the Diocese of Lichfield
dementia-friendly churches network, contact Sarah
Thorpe, Dementia-Friendly Church Enabler,

If I look through a kaleidoscope and see a lovely
pattern, I may want to show you. But if my hand jogs
as I pass it across to you, it’s gone - the pattern’s
changed. Rather than focusing on the old pattern
that’s gone, can we together see the light shining
through in a different pattern?
With dementia, we could spend all our time focusing
only on the old pattern that used to be good, but has
gone; or we can acknowledge that the pattern’s
changing and look for the light within the new pattern
that is emerging.
How have patterns changed for you and others
recently? Can you use the picture of the
kaleidoscope to help you to notice the light shining
through, in a new pattern?
In Hebrews 13:1-3 the writer says “Imagine what it’s
like to be a prisoner. Imagine what it’s like to be
mistreated.” It’s all about entering wholeheartedly
into another person’s world.
In dementia, it’s important to go with the feelings
rather than the facts, not to contradict or challenge,

on sarah.thorpe@lichfield.anglican.org or
0798 224 8949

God made the moon as well as the sun; and when He does not see fit to grant us the sunlight, He means us
to guide our steps by moonlight - Richard Whately
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RESTORATION OF STONEWORK, ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH
Stonemasons have started work on restoring
the stonework on the lower section of the tower.
Villagers may remember the restoration of the
upper sections of the tower about 30 years ago.
At some point in the past, much of the tower
had been rendered to protect the medieval
stonework from decay. Over the decades
much of this render had failed and when water
penetrated behind the render, freeze/thaw
action increased - the potential for decay.
Between 100 and a 150 stones need to be
replaced with new sandstone, including the
stonework to the tower window where
weathering has caused the soft sandstone
to laminate.
A recently discovered photograph of
St Benedict's showed the crosses that used to
decorate the roofs. Once again these had
suffered badly from the weather and only part
of the bases remained.

We hope to renew
three or four of
them with modern
replacements following as closely
as possible the
original designs.
The work has
been made
possible
following a
bequest from
the late John
Pople.
We hope that,
subject to the
weather, the
work will be
completed by
the end of
October.
Paul

HIMLEY NEWS
St Michael’s Church

Harvest Festival
Welcome to our Service of Thanksgiving
11.00 am
Sunday 3 October 2021
We would be grateful; for donations of goods, such as tins and
packets of food, suitable for the local food bank.
There is also a need for toiletries and baby necessities, so they
would also be very welcome.

Many thanks, Olwyn
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
Barbara and Alan Moss
on the occasion of their recent

Platinum (70th)
Wedding Anniversary

St Benedict Biscop

LITTLE FISH
TODDLER
GROUP

S U N DAY C LU B
10.15 am in The Hand in Hand, every Sunday

at St Benedict Biscop Church, Wombourne
10-11 am Monday

Monday 4 October
Today Little Fish will be making a collage of the
Church, and we will also make a church using
building blocks.

Sunday 3 October 2021
Dedication Sunday - today we enjoy making models of
our Church. We celebrate how wonderful our Church is,
and how we all enjoy being part of our Church family.

Sunday 10 October
This week we hear the story of the ‘rich’ man, and we
make a camel to remind us that it is ‘easier for a camel
‘to go through the eye of a needle’, than for someone rich
to enter the Kingdom of God.

Monday 11 October
This week we hear the story of baby Moses. We will
enjoy playing with dolls and even some water play!.

Monday 18 October
Today we will listen to the story from the Bible how God split the Red Sea in two! How many
‘red’ items can you find this morning at Little Fish.

Monday 25 October

Sunday 17 October

HALF TERM, SO NO ‘LITTLE FISH’ TODAY

Today we hear a request of James and John - they
find out that the Kingdom of God is about service not
rewards. WINNING THE PRIZE - BE A SERVANT
LIKE JESUS craft - enjoy making your own trophy
out of clay or play dough.

Monday 1 November
All Saints’ - today we make a decoration to hang
up at home - we will also enjoy learning about the
different saints we have.

Monday 8 November

Sunday 24 October
Today is Bible Sunday. Let’s hear what your favourite
story is from the Bible - you may even want to bring in
your own Bible to show everyone..

This week we think about being kind to one
another, and listen to the story of the Good
Samaritan. Together we can make a special
‘helpings hands’ craft.

Sunday 31 October

Monday 15 November

This week we are thinking about our Saints as we
celebrate All Saints’. We will enjoy Christian pumpkin
carving and have some treats to take home.

Today we hear the story of the paralysed man,
and how Jesus healed him so that he could walk
again - what an amazing story.

Sunday 7 November

Monday 22 November
Let’s have a ’treasure hunt’ today and see how
many gold coins you can find? Now we can hear
the story of how a woman lost her coin - I wonder
if she found it?

The call of the fishermen. Let’s play a fishing game,
and enjoy making some colourful and sparkly fish.

Sunday 14 November
Remembrance Sunday - today we join our uniform
groups to think about what sacrifices others have made
so we can have a free country to live in today. Join us
as we lay a wreath of poppies, and make a poppy
to take home.

Sunday 21 November
Christ the King - Jesus is our King, but he didn’t wear a
gold crown, he wore a crown of thorns. Today we will
have fun dressing-up as kings, and playing the game
‘Jesus says’.

Monday 29 November
This week we hear the parable of the Three
servant’s and we make an ‘I forgive you’ craft.
Sarah Mullen, Children’s Worker
07702 376 169
sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk

Sunday 28 November
Advent Sunday - we will enjoy making Advent crowns, as
the ‘countdown to Christmas’ begins today

As she watched us work, it was clear that Mum was completely dissatisfied with our cleaning efforts and let us
know it. Finally, my brother, exasperated with having to do it all over again, reached for a broom and asked
Mum, “Can I use this, or were you planning to go somewhere?”
Don’t put a ‘question mark’ where God puts a ‘period’. WARNING - exposure to The Son, will prevent burning!
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St Benedict’s, Year 6, at their Leavers’ Service
St Benedicts, Year 6, exploring church at Open Door
through craft and quizzes

It was really exciting to have our young people back in
Sunday Club and Church on the first Sunday of September
after an 18-month absence, due to Covid.
They had a wonderful time celebrating with a party, and
really enjoyed their welcome balloons. Only one balloon
escaped up to the church ceiling!!

As part of our Celebrations at Creation-tide when we try to raise awareness of
environmental issues, our young people at Sunday Club made bird feeders to
hang on the trees in our churchyard. We hope that they will attract birds
and that the squirrels won’t eat the lot!
Can you spot them on the trees as you walk through
St Benedict’s Churchyard?
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WELCOME BACK

Little Fish,

CHURCH OF ENGLAND: SMESTOW VALE TEAM CHURCHES
Wombourne Churches: St Benedict Biscop and The Venerable Bede

Team Rector: Revd Preb Paul Brown, The Vicarage, School Road, Wombourne: 01902 892234: prebpbrown@gmail.com
Associate Minister : Revd Sue Watson - 07932 175846
Licensed Readers: Laurie Gainer 01902 895849, Susan Williams 01902 326529 and William Cole 01902 476843
Children’s Worker: Sarah Mullen, 07702 376 169 sarah@stbenedictbiscop.org.uk

AT ST BENEDICT BISCOP CHURCH

AT THE VENERABLE BEDE CHURCH

Churchwardens
Hilary Moore 01902 892856 : Joan Parker 01902 893410

Churchwarden: Peter Cartwright 01902 895765

SUNDAY SERVICES

8 am Holy Communion (said) 10.30 Parish Eucharist, (sung)
1st Sunday 6.30 Evensong: 2nd Sunday 7 pm Taizé Worship
MIDWEEK: Tuesdays 9.30 Holy Communion
St Benedict Biscop CE Primary School,01902 892197

SUNDAY SERVICES

9 am Parish Eucharist (sung)
MIDWEEK: Thursdays 11 Holy Communion

St Michael’s, Himley & St John’s, Swindon Holy Cross, Bobbington & All Saints, Trysull
Team Minister - post vacant
Vicarage, 12 St John’s Close, Swindon, DY3 4PG
01384 298627

Rev’d Richard Fisher, Vicarage, School Road,
Trysull, WV5 7HR
01902 476843

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HIMLEY

Churchwardens , Alan Bill 01384 221209
Jane Southall, 01384 221176
Morning Worship, 11.15 am, 1st Sunday
Holy Communion 11.15 am, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th
Corbett VA CE Primary School, 01384 221260

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BOBBINGTON

Churchwardens: Frank Nicholls 01902 677300 and
Caroline Mason 07483 924 201
All Age Worship, 11 am, 1st Sunday:
Holy Communion 11 am on 2nd, 3rd 4th & 5th Sundays
Mid-week Prayer Group, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TRYSULL

Churchwarden: Pauline Careless, 01902 894723
Alan Compson, 01902 898334

ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SWINDON

SUNDAY SERVICES

Churchwardens: posts vacant
9.30 am Holy Communion - variations to this may be
found on page 10
St John’s CE Primary School, 01384 273865

Weekly: 8 am Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays each
month, 6.30 pm Evensong weekly
9.45 am Holy Comm, but 2nd Sun 10 am All Age Worship
All Saints’ CE (VC) Primary School, 01902 894552

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

KINGSWAY CHURCH

ST BERNADETTE’S, RENNISON DRIVE

High Street, Wombourne

(In fellowship with Assemblies of God in Gt Britain & N Ireland)

Parish Priest Monsignor Crisp 01902 423005
Assistant Priests Fr Gary Mantle and
Fr Sean Gough
Pastoral Assistants Sisters of St Ann of Providence
Parish Telephone 01902 341343 / 423005
WEEKEND MASS - Sunday 9.00 am
WEEKDAY MASSES:- Wednesday Evening prayer 6.15
before Mass 6.30 pm: Tuesday 9.30 am: Friday 9.30 am
Thurs 9.30-10.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 10.00 -10.30 am
St Bernadette’s R C Primary School, 01902 894787

www.kingsway-church.co.uk
Pastor John Price 07922 614661
SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30 am and 6.00 pm
New Horizons Wed 12.30 : Knitting Group Wed 2 pm
Younger People: Fridays, 5-8’s, 9-12’s, 12’s-18’s
Babies, Toddlers + Pre-School
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, term time only

METHODIST CHURCH

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

MINISTER: Revd Teddy Siwila, 01902 332716

MINISTER: Vacant
Wombourne Ch Sec David Balderstone 01902 893973

Church Council Sec. David Hotchkiss, 01902 336174

WOMBOURNE

COMMON ROAD, WOMBOURNE

Lay Worker: Richard French, 01902 676297

SUNDAY SERVICES
10.45 am FAMILY SERVICE
Wednesdays: Morning prayer 10 am

SUNDAY SERVICES
10.30 am weekly, and 6.30 pm 1st & 3rd Sunday only

SWINDON SUNDAY SERVICES

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WOMBOURNE

Morning 10.30 am:
Thursday prayers 10 am
Swindon Church Sec Ken Hughes 01384 298275

Chairman: Tess Guest, 01902 894219
Secretary: Angela Pickering, 01902 896997
Treasurer. Laurie Gainer, 01902 895849

The above information in respect of Church services will not apply during the current period of lockdown. We will try to list any special services
throughout Grapevine, but for current information it would be wise for you to contact your own church on the telephone numbers above
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What is a Saint? - Laurie Gainer
Though I write this in August, by the time you read it
1 November - All Saints’ Day - will be fast approaching.
Who are all these saints? The term has many - at
least three - different meanings.
There are those who have special festival days in
their memory each year, denoted by red writing in
the church calendar (hence the term - red letter day).
These include the twelve apostles - that is the eleven
plus Matthias - together with other New Testament
figures like Mary, Joseph, Paul, Barnabas and John
the Baptist. These are the saints we usually see
depicted in stained glass windows. Most of them are
there in the windows at St Benedict Biscop Church.
If we then look more closely at the church calendar, we
see a host of other names, printed in black, including
Benedict Biscop (12 January) and the Venerable
Bede (25 May). These are notable people from the
history of the Church from the 1st Century until now.
The calendar also tells you why each name has been
added and the year of their departure from this world.
St Benedict’ Biscop’s entry says: Abbot of Wearmouth,
Scholar, 689; and that of Bede: Monk at Jarrow,
Scholar, Historian, 735. Some of the more recent
include John Keble (Priest, Tractarian, Poet, 1866);
James Hannington, (Bishop of Eastern Equatorial
Africa, Martyr in Uganda, 1885); and Oscar Romero
(Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr, 1980). It is
fascinating to look through the calendar to see who
is commemorated, and why.
In the New Testament, the term, ‘saint’, is used in a
different way - to refer to contemporary people, the
members of churches throughout the known world.

St Paul, writing to the Roman church addresses his
letter to “all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to
be saints [Greek - Hagion]” (NRSV). Some other
modern translations speak of the “people of God”,
rather than saints, because that is what it means.
By this definition, we are all called to be saints in our
own locality. Our descendants may never see our
names listed in the church calendar, or our images
depicted in stained glass, but we are, nonetheless,
called to be saints, people of God, serving His
purposes wherever we are to be found.
I see 1 November (or the nearest Sunday), as a day
to think of all the people of God who do not have a
day to themselves - the millions of people down the
ages who have confessed Jesus Christ as their Lord
and Saviour; to thank God for their lives; and for us to
re-dedicate ourselves to His service.
Laurie - 28 August 2021

WATERHARVEST - CATCHING AND STORING RAINWATER IN INDIA
WaterHarvest (our Harvest Charity 2021) is a UK ‘not for profit organisation’ (charity number: 1127564), which
works with rural communities in India to help them to build structures to catch and store rainwater, giving them
clean water at home all year round.
They share their knowledge and experience, working with remote, vulnerable communities and helping them to
adapt their work to suit their own environment and needs. This approach ensures that the programmes create
sustainable sources of clean water all year round.
They are a small, agile, innovative organisation using the latest technologies and thinking to deliver cost-effective
programmes that create long-term value and impact for the communities that they serve.
There are various methods of storage depending on how the water is to be used. For drinking water in the
villages, roof collection systems are constructed. The monsoon rain is collected from the roofs, the early rain
being discarded until the roof and the collecting apparatus are quite clean. Then the later water is diverted into an
underground cement, or brick tank, to be stored until needed.
For irrigation, the organisation helps to build
chaukas - a system of embankments and
trenches to hold the rain and to allow it to
percolate and rejuvenate the land.
Although this issue of Grapevine will probably not
be published until after our harvest services, I am
sure it will not be too late for anyone who wishes
to contribute to the Harvest collection to do so.
You can pay by cheque (payable to Wombourne
PCC) or cash, in an envelope labelled Harvest
Charity, either placed in the collecting bowl on a
Sunday morning service or left at the Parish
Office.
WaterHarvest
Thank you, Laurie Gainer
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Laurie Celebrates 25 years of Reader Ministry
Readers are lay people in the Church of England. All
sorts of people become Readers - of all ages, and
from all backgrounds. They are called by God,
theologically trained and licensed by the Church to
preach, teach, lead worship and assist in pastoral,
evangelistic and liturgical work.
What do Readers do?
Readers lead acts of worship, by themselves and
with clergy; they help the good news of Christ come
alive through explaining the Bible and Christian belief,
through preaching, and in other ways;
Through their preaching and teaching, and in their
pastoral work, Readers help others explore the Gospel
message, encourage people to make connections
between the church and daily living, and share in the
Church’s work of caring for people in Christ’s name.
Readers work as part of the Ministry Team within
their Parish working collaboratively with the clergy
and other Lay Ministers.
A Reader’s Ministry depends on their own particular
gifts and the time they have available.
Over the last 25 years
Laurie has been involved in
many different parts of the
ministry both in our Parish
and our Team. He worships
regularly at the Church of
the Venerable Bede and as
well as preaching and
leading services, Laurie
does many jobs in the
background including the
very important task of
preparing our Monthly Team
Prayer Diary.
Many congratulations on
your first 25 years from all
our Team Churches, Paul

Presentation to Laurie from Paul
_______________________

THANK YOU
25 years, and never a dull moment!
Just a note to say, thank you to all of you for the gift and
good wishes you gave me this morning.
It is 25 years since I was first licensed as a Reader in
the Smestow Vale team, but the anniversary actually
came in January, in the dark depths of winter Covid
restrictions - I only realised I had reached this point
when I received an email from Lichfield a few months
ago. Then, a few days ago, they sent me a certificate
and a shiny red badge!
Much as I enjoyed the recognition from Lichfield, what truly
cheered me was to receive all the appreciation and
encouragement from my friends with whom I have
worked. God willing, I will endeavour to continue as a
Reader as long as my health permits.

Thank you all once again,
Laurie - 12 September 2021

Congratulations and thank you from all the Editorial Team for always sending in your articles
well before the closing date and helping out when any emergencies arise! Olly

St Luke the Evangelist, 18 October – linking the sacred and the profane
To St Luke, a Gentile, we owe the beautifully written Gospel of Luke, and the Book of Acts. He was a Greek
physician, a disciple of St Paul, a companion on some of St Paul’s missionary journeys, and an inspired writer.
Luke’s gospel focuses on the compassion of Christ. His gospel contains some of the most moving parables,
such as the Good Samaritan and Prodigal Son. This, with his emphasis on poverty, prayer and purity of heart,
make up much of his appeal to the Gentles, for whom he wrote.
Women figure more prominently in St Luke’s gospel than any other: look out for the extended story of the Virgin
Birth, and stories of Mary, Elizabeth, and the woman who was a sinner.
In Acts, St Luke is remarkably good linking sacred and profane history, as subsequent archaeology has shown.
A principal theme of his Acts, is how the early Christians moved away from Jerusalem into the pagan world, and
especially on to Rome.
St Luke is the patron saint of doctors, surgeons and artists (due to his picturesque style of writing). His symbol
is an ox, sometimes explained by reference to the sacrifice in the Temple at the beginning of his Gospel. In
England 28 ancient churches were dedicated to him.
PP

2
10

Methodist Jottings
heal our relationships with creation and with
each other. It is intended to be a time of
restoration and hope - the Jubilee for our
Earth - and to discover radically new ways of
living with creation.

The Methodist year began in September and
it is the time when our ministers move
stations.
We are fortunate at Wombourne Methodist
Church, as Revd Teddy continues his
Ministry with us, although we now have to
share his time with three other churches in
the Methodist circuit.

On 27 August a group of intrepid walkers
from the Lichfield Diocese and the
Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury Methodist
District walked from Wolverhampton to Birmingham along
the canal path, a ‘tributary walk’ which met up with the
Relay to COP26 at Birmingham Cathedral.

In September it felt as though we were all working out how
to begin again as we emerged from our lockdown. We felt
the need to be cautious but were aware that, as we gathered
in person again, relationships needed time and space to
flourish and this happened best in the ‘real’ world - we do
church best when we are out and about in the community.

This is the initiative of a group of young Christians who
have joined together to form YCCN; the Young Christian
Climate Network. They began walking from the G7
Conference in Cornwall back in June and will arrive in
Glasgow in time for COP26 in November. Their strapline
is ‘It’s time to Rise to the Moment’ and as they walk they
are meeting with church groups round the country, such as
the occasion in Birmingham.

As we look back over the months when we have been kept
apart, we know that we have done our best to be
‘community’ but, we are looking forward to the opportunities
that are now open to us again.
One such opportunity presented itself at the end of July
when we joined with other groups in the village to offer
musical entertainment, taking part in the ‘Shop Local’
initiative. The Music Makers gathered, on that sunny
afternoon, to sing some of our favourite pieces, aware that
our vocal chords were very out of practice! It provided a
welcome opportunity to sit and chat over a cup of tea - a
pleasure that we used to take for granted.

We remember how churches have responded in the past to
calls for justice in the Jubilee 2000 - Make Poverty History
and other similar movements. We are now called to work
for justice for the Earth itself. We may feel that we can’t
make much difference, but yet again, I was inspired by the
passion and commitment of young people, to whom we
must hand on the baton, give them our blessing and
support, and say ‘God be with you’.

We are now in the ecumenical Season of Creation, when
Christians around the world are focusing on the need to

Brenda Shuttleworth

SEDGLEY AND WOMBOURNE INNER WHEEL
At last we have been able to meet face to face at our new
venue, Wombourne Cricket Club, where we have been
warmly welcomed.

Reverend Jean Spragg taking the service.
Always an inspiration listening to Jean.
Afterwards several members and partners
enjoyed a Sunday lunch.

Our members have continued to knit and crochet and many
baby blankets and hats have been delivered to New Cross
Hospital.

In August I held my Marie Curie Tea party. Unfortunately the
weather was not kind to us but we raised a lovely amount
of money for the cause. Many thanks to all friends and
neighbours who supported this event.

As mentioned in the last Grapevine we had a talk in May
from John Wilson the local Buddy Bag organiser and found
it most moving to hear how these children appreciate the
contents of the bags especially the Teddy. We are
continuing to knit teddies and also have made some
drawstring bags to contain them.

We now have a new District Chairman, Judi Moore, and we
welcomed her to our meeting in September.
In October we collect goods for the Food Bank which we
have done for several years. Our own Member, Rev Jean
will give us a ‘Harvest message’, plus two ladies from the
Food Bank who will let us know where the goods are
distributed.

The members have
been busy filling what
we call Joy Bags and
have produced 41 filled
with essential toiletries
which we delivered to a
local Women’s Refuge

We have decided not to have a big Fellowship this year
because of the uncertainty of large numbers but we will be
celebrating with our partners with a POSH afternoon tea in
November.

(see photograph).

Our June
meeting and
AGM was again
held via zoom
and President
Alison agreed to
stay on in the hope of having a normal year. She
was installed with the new 50-year chain of office,
once again, in her garden (see photo). We began
the meeting with a minutes silence while we
remembered two of our longstanding members,
Jean Morris and Eve Tonkinson, who had passed
away this year.

Once again the members have been filling Shoe
Boxes to be taken abroad - these were taken to
the District Meeting on 15 September, so that
they can arrive in the countries needing them
before Christmas.
I do my thing, and you do your thing,
I am not in this world to live up to your
expectations,
And you are not in this world to live up to
mine.
You are you and I am me,
And if by chance we find each other It’s beautiful.

In July we held our Inner Wheel service at the
Methodist Church with our own member the

Doreen Pike
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Alan Harbottle

WORCESTER

Bosch Group
Mobile 07813 961830
Accredited Installer
Office 01902 326124
alan@ashheating.co.uk

Summit Arboricultural Services
•
•
•
•

All Tree work undertaken
Waste removed off site
NPTC Certified
Fully insured

PLUS all Landscaping
work carried out

Samuel Plant
Home 01902 896560
Mobile 07823 779369
Email: stihlsawsammy@gmail.com

CARPETS AND FLOOR COVERINGS

Des Fellows
2 Station Road, Wombourne
Tel: Wombourne (01902) 893711

SPECIAL STOCK OFFERS
Cushionflors * Carpets * Remnants
All types and qualities of Carpets
supplied and Expertly Fitted
Many Rugs
Carpet Whipping & Fringing
Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds

Helen Ryan

DipCFHP, MVR, MPSPract
Foot Health Practitioner

To arrange a home
visit call Helen on

01902 892195
07515 515 542

Happy Feet
foot care

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
In the comfort of your own home SENIOR CITIZENS
Call

FIONA

01902 338578

on

or 07836

505967

Pest-a-Way
Pest Control
Wasps, rats, mice,
moles, ants, etc.,

Plumbing, gas &
Central heating services

Roger Piper

PEGGYLAIN

6 Longford Close, Wombourne
Staffordshire, WV5 8HN

INTERIORS

Telephone

01902 893334

07973 841344
Wolverhampton
Bike Shed
Community based bike
repair and recycling,
powered by volunteers
St Philip’s Church, Pennfields, WV3 7EN

High Quality Workmanship
Interior and Exterior Work
Advanced City & Guilds
Over 30 years’ experience
Free quotations
Fully Insured

01902 894559
07981 596109

Please call Malcolm
07931 243077

Eng Tech LCGI MIPHE RP

Mobile:

D E C O R A T I N G









Bespoke made-to-measure
Curtains and Blinds
Fabrics and Wallpapers
Net Curtains
Upholstery
Poles and Tracks
Fitting service available
Free quotation

Come and visit our showroom

CONTACT Joe Maggs 07988 447963

01902 892449

info@wolverhamptonbikeshed.org

Station Road, Wombourne
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ORION

SECURITY SYSTEMS
Tel : 01902 335976
Mob : 07958 500386
Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Smoke Alarms Safes - Door & Window Locks - Security
Lights - Intercoms - Access Control

INTRUDER ALARM
SPECIALIST:
New Systems Installed
Existing Systems Maintained
Free Quotations - Fully Insured - All Work
Guaranteed - Friendly, Reliable, Local
Service with 25 years’ experience
The Answer to all your Security Needs

Keith Middlebrook
orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com

VILLAGE PODIATRISTS

L. M. SNEYD

M J McCarthy
Plumbing & Heating

Situated in the heart of the village, near
the cricket club, Village Podiatrists (new
name for RP Chiropody) are a team of
highly qualified podiatrists, who treat feet
from all walks of life.

Plumbing
Plastering
Building Services
Property Repairs
Carpentry
Roof Repairs
Artex Ceilings

Installation, Service & Repair

If you develop a problem with your feet
or toes (including verrucae, ingrowing
toenails, bunions, calluses, corns,
general
foot
pain
or
diabetic
complications), then contact Village

01902 324302 / 892876

Keeping local feet active

Painter and Decorator

128 Himley Lane, Himley

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY

New Surgery at
Suite 2, The Lodge, Carriers Fold,
WOMBOURNE



01902 893454

Tel: 01902 743892
Mobile: 07774 732353

The treasures on offer at Caerlaverock,
Mersehead, Threave and Loch Ken, are all
easy drives from McMurdoston’s comfortable
self-catering cottages and welcoming B & B.
Mind you, with red squirrels, tree sparrows
and red kites on the doorstep you may just
want to stay here.

Podiatrists.

www.villagepodiatrists.com

Complete Fitted Bathroom Service,
including Tiling & Electrics

www.mcmurdoston.co.uk

Sarah or Steve

D Fellows Interiors
Wombourne

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Bedrooms

01902 546636

07703 735670

dinteriors@outlook.com

WAINWRIGHT
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LTD
24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE
INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL
AND DOMESTIC

01387 740200

WOMBOURNE
CIVIC CENTRE
Function & meeting
rooms for hire
Discounts available for
Wombourne Residents

Call or email for prices
and availability

01902 896300

Electrical installations

enquiries@wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk

 Andy 01902 324657 : 07788 965832

www.wombourneparishcouncil.org.uk

NICEIC Approved Contractor

BROOKBEDE ROOFING & BUILDING LTD
We offer a complete roofing and building service

All Flat Roofs * New Roofs * Tiled & Slate * Repointing * Chimneys

01902 895526
LUNCH AND
DINNER
PARTIES
*
COCKTAIL
PARTIES

Ingledene, Gravel Hill, Wombourne

A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE
 01902 896170 : MOBILE 07721 754000
www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk

Window Cleaning
Water-fed pole or traditional

Gutter, soffit and
fascia cleaning
Contact Mal Boden

07931 243077

BUSINESS
LUNCHES
*
FUNERALS
*
HOT/COLD
BUFFETS

Your Cleaner
Solution
Would you like a reliable friendly, fully insured cleaner to
help you with your daily chores?
With 10 years’ experience and Wombourne based, our
rates are typically £10.50 hour.

Call us free:

0800 7811 068

www.yourcleanersolution.com
info@yourcleanersolution.com
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07714 765 678
WEST MIDLANDS LTD

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & GARDENING
ESTABLISHED 1977

Mr G OAKLEY

17 Tipton Road, Sedgley
Tel: 01902 885112 Mobile 07932651294

CRB CLEARED

All Aspects Of Building Maintenance Undertaken
TREE SURGERY - FELLED OR REDUCED
JUNGLES CLEARED - RUBBISH REMOVED
LANDSCAPING & FENCING : SLABBING &
PAVING : PATIOS PRESSURED CLEANING
UPVC FASCIA & GUTTERING : NEW UPVC
WINDOWS & DOORS : PLUMBING, BATHROOMS,
KITCHENS - NEW & REPAIRS : GUTTERS
CLEANED & EMPTIED : DECORATING INSIDE &
OUT : LOGS FOR SALE : LICENSED TO CARRY
RUBBISH

From roof to Garden, No Job Too Small

Member of Dudley Age Concert Fix-A-Home Scheme

COMPANY DIRECTOR : MR GAVIN OAKLEY

FOX

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS
Paul Fox - Wombourne

Tel: 01902 897668
Mobile: 07855 301137

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MBM

Service, Repairs, Diagnostics
Martin Weston
Unit 9, Smestow Bridge Trading Estate

07976 850 060

Plastering
Interior & Exterior Painting
Brickwork & Re-pointing
Carpentry
Kitchens
Patios & Driveways
Fencing
Roof Repairs
UPVC Fascias & Guttering
Drainage

mbm.specialistrepairers@gmail.com

KS2 Tuition - all subjects

Experienced Primary Teacher with
Enhanced DBS Certificate
Online tuition available
Negotiable rates

Telephone : Edward
01902 324595

Friendly, Reliable Service
Free Quotations

Wills and
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Friendly, personal service
from local solicitor with over
25 years’ experience
For a free informal discussion
about Wills, Probate, and
Power of Attorney, ring
Vincent Oakley, Solicitor

01902 743333
Free Home Visits, if needed

SPECIALISTS

Email : e.gentoutlook.com

JOS

LAWNMOWING &
GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Local, Reliable and Affordable
Free Quotes and a Professional Service
All Types of Windows, Frames and Sills
Soffit and Facia cleans
Gutter Clean Outs
Greenhouses
Conservatories
Conservatory Roofs
Porches
Garage Doors
Signs
Off/On or Regular 4-weekly Visits
Commercial and Residential
Competitive Prices starting from £8.00

Locally based
Fully insured
No job too small
Occasional or Regular
assistance given

Free no-obligation quotes
Telephone James Saunders

01902 341650
07811 058007
FACEMASKS

100% cotton, washable/reusable, assorted
3-layered fabric
£5 for men and women £3 for children

(different sizes and styles)

email Jane

-

or phone

vicarage@trysullchurch.org.uk
-

07939 696 486

Do you need help with Care needs? Brunel Court could be the answer
Situated at Mount Road in Wombourne, Brunel Court is a purpose-built building of
35 self-contained flats. Each flat has 1 or 2 bedrooms, living room, shower room,
lounge and kitchen.
The property is owned by Midland Heart, and the Care provider is Nexxus Care.
Nexxus offer a wide range of flexible care services, including Personal Care and
housekeeping services; escorts for shopping and hospital appointments; which are
provided by a friendly staff team. A care-plan will be personalised to suit your care
and domestic needs.
Brunel Court has care staff on site 24-hours per day. Every flat is fitted with an
emergency warden call system, for all to access.
Midland Heart run an activities programme led by an Activity Co-ordinator, with a wide
range of activities and outings. Restaurant on site for daily meals.
If you would like more information about Brunel Court, and the services we offer, please
contact
Registered Care Manager - Kelly Bowyer on 01902 898190 or
kelly@nexxuscare.co.uk
Deputy Manager - Michelle Pitt on 01902 898190 or michelle@nexxuscare.co.uk
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SADNESS AND SUCCESS
I would like to begin this month’s column by paying
tribute to the late Councillor Brian Edwards, who had
served as leader of South Staffordshire Council since
2005. Brian was a towering figure, who over forty
years, dedicated his life to public service and to
improving our local community. My thoughts are
with his family and loved ones during this challenging
time.

I know that constituents will also be as encouraged,
as I am, to see the progress that we continue to make
in tackling the pandemic since the lifting of restrictions
on 19 July. Vaccinations have now been made
available to 16 and 17 year olds and research is
underway into a programme of booster shots. This
gives us a positive platform to go through the Autumn
months.

So much has happened since my last column.
Immediately following our success in the EUROs,
Team GB gave us one of our greatest performances
in British Olympic History, bringing 65 medals home
from Toyko. I would like to congratulate each and
every member of our brilliant team, whose passion,
excellence and drive led to commanding victories that
made us all proud to be British. It’s wonderful to see
how our young athletes have been inspiring other teens
to do sports, as with the example of the Gadirova
twins, who at 16 and having just finished their GCSEs,
won bronze at the Games. The success of the
Olympics has me already looking forward to seeing
similar performances and new faces this time next
year in the 2022 Commonwealth Games which will be
taking place in Birmingham.

Finally, I was delighted to hear
that the Canal & River Trust in
South Staffordshire will receive
a grant from the Government’s
Green Recovery Challenge
Fund, which is designed to
reconnect people with nature
and kick-start environmental
renewal. The Trust was selected
out of 273 applications,
alongside 90 other projects, designed to help the
nation ‘build back greener’ from the pandemic.

Following on in the Land of the Midnight Sun came
the Paraplegic Games and what a great show our GB
team put on. Not to be outdone by the Olympics
before them the GB team excelled in nearly every
event. To see these athletes perform as they did with
the great handicaps they carry was truly inspirational
to the viewers back in the UK. They certainly put the
Great back in Great Britain.

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch if
you have any queries or issues you would like to
raise with me. I can be reached by email at

It is so important that we all do what we can to preserve
our natural environment and it is fantastic to see
organisations in our area benefitting from this funding.

gavin.williamson.mp@parliament.uk,
or you can phone my office on 01902 846616
Rt Hon Gavin Williamson, CBE MP

COUNCILLOR BRIAN EDWARDS
Tributes have been paid to stalwart Councillor Brian Edwards, Leader of South Staffs
District Council and also a Kinver Parish Councillor. He was also a former Staffordshire
County Councillor.
Brian sadly passed away last month at the age of 81. Colleagues in local and national
government describe him as “a great public servant “ who will be sadly missed.
Local MP Gavin Williamson said “Brian was an incredible servant and worked tirelessly for
Staffordshire over many years”.
Brian joined South Staffs District Council in May 1983, was chairman 1993/94 and became
leader in 2005.
In 2015 his work was recognised when he was awarded an MBE for his commitment to
local government and communities, a fitting honour for everything he did.
John Pike

Tea Dance with
NOSTALGIA BAND
(previously Nostalgia Swing Quintet)

Available for bookings
for all occasions
Please contact Lyn 07974 203965
No Fee - but we ask for a donation for
our chosen charity

NOSTALGIA BAND
Friday 22 October

2.00 - 4.00 pm

at the

Allen Memorial Hall, High Street, Wombourne
£2.50 entrance - Music, Mincing and Merriment
Bring a Friend!
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REG WILLIAMS, EULOGY, FROM DANIEL KINSEY,
WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL, CHAIRMAN
I remember Reg catching my eye with a surreptitious
gesture; ‘this way’ it suggested. Closing in, Reg’s gaze
would then shift to an unremarkable cap on the floor, or a
long-unused bracket on a wall which he would emphasise
with a discreet yet theatrical jab with an extended finger.
The purpose was immediately made clear, along with a
detailed anecdote that noted the importance of the object,
often noting the last time it was used, and the array of
characters that played parts in the story.

We are here today to celebrate the life of Reginald
Williams. Reg, as he was affectionately known to many of
us, would be very touched that so many have determined
to be here - and yet more who would have liked to be here.
In fact, I think he would be quite surprised by the attention;
so unassuming and modest a man as he was.
Many of you will have known Reg for many more years
than I have, and will no doubt be remembering a great
number of wonderful anecdotes that really encapsulate
him. This is just my personal reflection.

Indeed, so much local history was lived-experience for Reg.
One day when somehow we discussed the construction of
the A449, he noted that, at the age of 19, he was riding
pillion on the back of his friend’s motorbike - this was back
when the main road to Stourbridge (their destination) was
up Battlefield Hill past the Red Lion pub. It was here, said
Reg, that his friend lost control, sending them both skidding
along the tarmac. No doubt a painful experience, but Reg
remembered it fondly. Again, that was Reg.

As you will know, Reg was a longstanding Parish and
District Councillor. I shan’t say any more on his District
Council service, as someone far more qualified than me will
do so shortly.
Reg served the Parish Council with distinction for twenty-six
years. In that time, he was elected Chairman, serving between
2002 and 2003. He also
served for an extensive
period as the Chairman
of our Planning
Committee. This role,
always appeared to me,
was made for him.
Reg’s knowledge of
planning was
encyclopaedic, and the
little he had forgotten
was quite literally not
worth knowing. He would
lead members through an
application, signposting
the key areas of focus,
and quite often a side
note about what had
existed on this site, who
had lived there or other
points of interest in the vicinity, from many years before. In
fact, we have always gotten a feeling for Reg’s eye for
design as talk of the relevant planning considerations would
often pause while he noted the unusual siting of the
intended toilet, or how the extension changed the
relationship of the kitchen to the living room - and much to
the amusement of all present. That was Reg.

In the last eighteen months of Reg’s life, and despite all he
had seen before, he, like us all, found himself dealing with
a global pandemic. Living alone and being of a good age,
we were naturally concerned about him. Our clerk,
Rachael, called him in the first week of lockdown, just to
check he was okay, and whether he needed anything.
‘Hang on’ said Reg, ‘Let me just do a head count to make
sure we’re all accounted for’. The phone went silent for a
moment. Then Reg exclaimed ‘One! All accounted for!’
Such was his sense of humour. I can still imagine him
beaming a cheeky smile as he delivered that line. He
always was one for an expertly timed one-liner. Despite
his years, his wit was still razor-sharp.
Of course, Reg was also fiercely independent. We kept in
touch regularly, but Reg never appeared to need anything.
It appears that despite all advice to the contrary, Reg was
still insisting on donning a mask and doing his own
shopping. Indeed, despite an extended stay in hospital, we
were totally unsurprised when his brother-in-law told us he
had been in the hospital gym.
Despite his eagerness to get back on his feet, Reg was not
quite up to driving. Instead, we agreed I would pick him up for
meetings whenever he was feeling up to attending. The
problem was, I drive a mini. It is low to the ground and
small. Notwithstanding being tall and a little less steady on
his feet than he used to be, Reg insisted on no help at all
getting into or out of the car. This remained the case even
at the last meeting he attended - a meeting of the Overview
and Scrutiny Committee at Codsall.

However, you will all likely know that Reg’s story in public
service did not begin with him standing for election. He
began as the dutiful supporter of his late wife, Joan, who
also served the Parish for many years, including four stints as
Chairman. He was Joan’s consort at functions and her
confidante. It was only upon his retirement that Reg sought
to join Joan, and when celebrating his 25th year of continued
service, he noted that counting back to his joining the Parish
Council took him back to being a mere 65 years old; he may
have retired, but even then, Reg was only just getting started.

Walking into the Council Chamber he was welcomed by a
round of applause from members. Word had spread that
he was making an appearance, and such was the esteem and
affection in which he was held that members wanted to give
him a memorable welcome. Stepping into a roll of applause,
Reg took a moment to process the scene, then lent over to
me and said quietly, ‘You’re popular!’ I did explain the
applause was all his. I think he knew. Self-effacing to the
last. That was Reg.

Now, I have to say I never met Joan. Nonetheless I have a
strong impression of her from a range of sources, and not least
her husband. No less so was this the case when I saw Reg
at his home where every fascinating item held a story that
Reg was only too keen to relate; an antique clock that had
seen better days which Joan had spotted while on holiday,
lovingly restored and made good by Reg, now and forever a
treasured memento. That was Reg.

I hope you have all enjoyed these brief reflections of mine,
and that they have brought to mind some fond memories of
your own.
Reg Williams was a monolithic presence in village life;
dutiful husband, dedicated public servant, intellectual, razor
-sharp of wit and memory. Above all, and I know
everyone will agree on this, an absolute gentleman. Our
lives are all the richer for having known him, and he will be
greatly missed.

We have established Reg’s credentials as a stalwart of
Council meetings. So reliable you could set your watch by
him - it is perhaps unsurprising that his memory was always
as good as his timekeeping; and what a memory! His
knowledge of the Parish he served for so long was, as with
his knowledge of planning - encyclopaedic. What is more,
and such a mark of the man, was his desire to pass this
information on to others. Only too often after a meeting do

Daniel Kinsey
(see photograph of Daniel and Reg - on page 17)
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enjoyed by many families who still turned out to join in with
our ‘superheroes’ trail. The third of these events had a
‘fairy tales’ theme. Once more, we saw great enjoyment,
and businesses joined in with the spirit of the day. With live
performance and a spectacle for the public, especially
children, it is hoped these days have helped show off our
High Streets at their best, with work undertaken around the
village centre, as well as at Blakeley, and further events are
being considered.

The period since I last wrote to you has been one of
substantial contrasts; there have been very clear highs and
lows.
Of course, it will not escape your notice that the latest copy
of Grapevine is later than usual. This is because the editor,
always a long-suffering role that rarely receives the
attention and appreciation that the role deserves, has
experienced quite a torrid time since the compilation of the
last edition. I would like the time simply to thank her for all
of the hard work that goes into producing such a well-loved
publication for residents. Olly, thank you!

Several other initiatives are also ongoing, including
Wombourne Community Speed Watch, which is now active
and helping to make our roads safer. If you see the team out
and about, give them a wave and let them know their entirely
voluntary efforts are appreciated. We are also seeking
more volunteers for this fantastic initiative, and so I would
ask anybody that is concerned about the safety of our
roads or would like to join in to contact the Parish Council.

It is also with great sadness that I must report the passing of
two well-known and respected colleagues, each giving
many years’ service to Wombourne and to South Staffordshire.
The first is Cllr Reg Williams. He represented the South
East ward for over twenty-five consecutive years - no mean
feat. Aged 90 and serving his community to the end, Reg
had been struggling with his health for a while. Nonetheless it
was such a shock to lose such a much-loved pillar of village
life. I hope you will also take the time to read the piece on
Cllr Williams in this edition, which also features my eulogy to
him (on the previous page, see photograph below).

A brand-new initiative has also started at Wombourne
Community Centre. The Friendly Faces wellbeing café,
(see page 24) runs from 1-3 pm on Fridays for anyone who
would like to meet up for a chat. This initiative is being run
by a fantastic team of volunteers and is such a welcome
addition to our community groups after the last eighteen
months. Please pop along for tea and biscuits if you would
like to get out and have a good chat with lovely people.

The second is the leader of South Staffordshire District
Council, Cllr Brian Edwards. Brian served his home Parish
of Kinver, South Staffordshire and the County with
distinction for many years. His leadership of the District
Council has provided great stability for the District and his
legacy culminates in his hard work to provide the Council
with a secure income stream despite the constant reductions
in central government grants. He certainly leaves South
Staffordshire in a good place. His leadership and advocacy
for our District will be sorely missed, and I wish his successor
as leader the very best in continuing the journey Brian led
for so long.

BKV and other groups remain as active as ever and are
well supported by Councillors. If you would like to
volunteer, get in touch with one of them; they would be
pleased to hear from you. Similarly, if you are involved with
a community group and would like to show off what you do
in our community, I would love to hear from you. As
Chairman of the Parish Council, I always feel strongly
about supporting our voluntary sector and recognising the
value and joy you bring, so please get in touch.
I do hope, as we look towards autumn, that the outlook
continues to improve and we can welcome back village
events such as the Christmas lights switch-on and others
(apologies for mentioning Christmas already!) and a return
of the Carnival next year, which is greatly longed-for by
many, as well as the exciting celebrations for Her Majesty
the Queen’s 70th year on the throne.

Both men leave behind distinct legacies and memories, and
my thoughts remain with their family and very many close
friends.
Though there have been clear trials, there have also been
very positive events that have bought a good deal of joy.
The Parish Council has worked on several key Saturdays
across the summer to encourage Wombourne residents to
shop local, as well as residents further afield to visit our
unique High Streets. This is all aimed at helping our small
traders to recover from the pandemic. There have been
several themes; the first was ‘music’, transforming the
village into one large music festival. I was very pleased to
be visited by Gavin Williamson MP, who came to support
our fantastic BKV and witness some of the acts, and savour
the atmosphere of this first event. Our second event was
based around ‘heroes’ and, despite the rain, was still

Finally, and very importantly, I turn to the theme of
development. The District Council’s Local Plan Review is
now reporting on its ‘Preferred Options’. We now have
some idea of the sites proposed for potential future
development, and this is being followed by an eight-week
public consultation. I urge all residents to engage with this
consultation.
Daniel Kinsey,
Chairman, Wombourne Parish Council

Daniel and Reg
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WOMBOURNE U R C
WOMBOURNE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
After a lot of thought we have decided not to hold the Christmas Tree Festival this year. We know that Covid19
numbers are still high and with Government ministers warning that this winter could be 'bumpy', we are concerned
that the whole nature of the Festival encourages mingling and close social contact indoors. We would be
mortified if holding the Festival led to infections among friends and visitors.
As a result of the above decision we have also decided that we would not be organising any
further tree festivals. This is our personal decision based on our health and age.
If anyone, younger and fitter, were interested in carrying it on in the future, not necessarily in
the same format, we would support them but could not guarantee that Wombourne URC
premises would be available.
Obviously we're sorry to have to make these decisions but we are sure you understand the
reasons behind them.
Doreen and Chris
As November draws nearer, our thoughts naturally turn to
Remembrance Sunday. This year marks 100 years since
the dedication of our stained glass windows and one of
these windows bears
an inscription to
the memory of
Leslie Shaw of
the South
Staffordshire
Regiment who
was killed in the
Battle of Loos on
13 October, 1915.
He was the
youngest son of
John Perks Shaw
and his wife Eliza
who lived in
Richmond Road in
Wolverhampton.
John was a deacon
and secretary of
Queen Street
Congregational
Church and had responsibility for the lay preachers who
preached at the outlying churches, including Wombourne.

Many of our services over the summer have given us a
timely reminder, ahead of the COP 26 summit in
Glasgow which starts on 31 October, of our own duty to
act in order to avert the serious climate change disaster
facing the planet. The problems may seem
insurmountable, but we have been reminded that even
the smallest of actions can help. As a Church we have
tried to lead by example by giving eco ideas to those
who read our monthly newsletters. These include:
recycling soft plastics in the bins provided outside the
Co-op and Sainsbury’s and plastic pens and highlighters in Rymans; using brown wrapping paper and
string for wrapping presents and leaving the triggers on
recyclable cleaning spray bottles. We also continue to
tend and cultivate our garden at the front of the Church
which is not only encouraging wildlife but also
enhancing the appearance of the High Street for those
passing by. We are grateful to those who are giving
their time to help with these endeavours and to keep
green issues at the forefront of our minds.
Following the easing of Coronavirus restrictions in July
we have made some adjustments to our services so that
they feel a bit more normal, but also continue to keep
people safe. We are thankful that we can now sing
hymns once again and also that we can meet together
in the Hall after the service for coffee and to extend our
fellowship. We have also started to plan some
fundraising and social events. One of these is a Table-Top
Sale and Afternoon Tea on 23 October from 2-4 pm, as
an alternative to the usual Autumn Fair. If anyone would
like a sale table please email me on
louisewhatton@aol.com. Unfortunately, as you may
have read in this issue, we will not be hosting the
Christmas Tree Festival this year. I would like to thank
Doreen and Chris for all their hard work over the last
14 years in making this event such a success and an
enjoyable experience for so many.

He was a lay preacher himself and was actually in the
pulpit at Wombourne on the day that his son was
tragically killed, which probably explains the dedication
of the window in our Church 6 years later.
On Remembrance Sunday, we will give thanks for the
life of the 25-year-old young man who, as so many
others have done since, gave his life so that we could
live in peace.
Louise

Wombourne United Reformed Church
will be holding an

Autumn Afternoon Tea and Table-top Sale
on Saturday 23 October : 2 – 4 pm
Wombourne United Reformed Church

Tickets for tea : £5
If you would like to book a table please phone 07773 797886
to reserve a space
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“More

of the Same!”
“Things have to Change!”
apostle Paul has been addressing
Jewish believers but now turns to
the Gentile Christians who were
his primary mission. Israel, he
says, was the original olive tree, an
allusion familiar from the Old
Testament as a symbol of Israel’s
fruitfulness and usefulness to man
and God. The old branches being fruitless, the new
branches. non-Jewish believers, have been grafted
in. As I have been in the garden, dead-heading the
roses and contemplating my meagre crop of apples,
a glimmer of understanding dawned. Israel is the
root stock which forms the character of the tree. It
determines its size, its rate of growth, and gives it
strength. The new branches which are grafted-in,
determine the nature and quality of the fruit or
flowers.
We may find the Old Testament difficult and tend to
by-pass it in favour of the more acceptable tone of
the New Testament. But the early Church retained
Israel’s Holy Books as the source of their
understanding of the God who became flesh in
Jesus. We learn of His creative power, His awesome
holiness and His covenant bound relationship with
His people. Despite this, we learn that the covenant
of law could not produce the fruit required: instead it
brought failure and the crippling burden of legalism.
It needed the incarnation, death and resurrection of
Jesus to bring about fruit by the Spirit from the
grafted-in new branches.
So we see this unity of old and new which is as
necessary today as it ever has been.
I like this vision: it gives me hope for the church.

Sunday 5 September was announced
as Vision Day at Kingsway Church
Personally, I’m not too keen on “visions”
about the church. I know that “without
vision the people perish” but I’ve heard
plenty of “visions” which have come to
nothing. Like one church I attended (not
Pentecostal) where the pastor came back from a tour
of mega-churches in the USA to announce a vision
for a church of 3000. It got to about 250 before it
collapsed and the pastor departed for pastures new.
So I was pleased that Pastor John spoke without
putting numbers on anything, but setting out the two
principles above.
“More of the same” means we build on the works of
those who came before us. We respect those who
25 years ago started the Kingsway Church in
Wombourne - who had the vision to risk their money
on buying the building we have recently extended.
And he reminded us that his vision 10 years ago was
of a church that would be a “city of refuge” where
people could find a place of peace and safety, a vision
which remains.
But “things have to change”, and haven’t we proved
that over the past two years or so?
Covid has forced us to “Do Church Differently” with
on-line services and ministry becoming our resource
and sustenance. And now we are coming back to a
very different “Kingsway” - a new Associate Pastor,
lots of new faces and, best of all, lots of new families.
That in itself is the fulfilment of a previous “vision”,
when we asked God for a multi-generational church.
We have to serve God in a changed and changing
world, but with an unchanged message and Saviour.
This connected in my mind with a passage of
Scripture I’d been puzzling over. In Romans 11 the

Arthur Butler, Kingsway Church

Puddings are served by Sylvia, at
Kingsway's New Horizons Group.
So good to be back together again
enjoying friendship, fellowship and
food!
The group meets on Wednesday
lunchtime. If you would like to join
us please phone

07922 614661

Well done Edie
Over 90 and still
willing and able
to serve the
puddings in a
way which suits
her walking
trolley

for dates and more details
ADVANCE NOTICE

Children’s Kitchen Terms
BOIL:

the point a parent reaches upon hearing “Yuck” before
a food is even tasted.
CASSEROLE: combination of favourite foods that go uneaten
because they are mixed together.
DESSERT: the reason for eating a meal.
EVAPORATE: magic trick performed by children when it is time to
clear the table.
FRUIT:
something that is never to be confused with dessert.
REFRIGERATOR: a very expensive and inefficient room air
conditioner when not being used as an art gallery.
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Christmas Concert
of Festive Music and Carols
Saturday 18 December
7.30 pm
at St Benedict’s Church
Ticket information later

WOMBOURNE LIBRARY
Rediscover Your Library

Compassionate Communities
Bereavement Information Hubs
After what has been a challenging year for so many
people, we are really pleased to say the Community
Development Team at Compton Care are reopening
the Bereavement Information Hubs at Wombourne
Library.
Compton Care’s Bereavement Information Hubs run
across Wolverhampton and South Staffordshire and
offer peer support for those who have or are currently
experiencing loss and grief. The hubs provide a safe
space to meet people in situations similar to your own
and a shoulder to cry on should you need it!
It is great to be back in the libraries offering this much
needed support within the heart of local communities
– Maz Kull, Community Engagement Coordinator
Wombourne Library 1.30 pm-3.30 pm on the
first Monday of the month.
Ask at the library for more information or contact:
compassionatecommunities@comptoncare.org.uk or
01902 774570
____________________

As we recover from COVID-19 why not reconnect with
Your Library and get access to all these resources
and services?
Not already a member? Give us a try, it’s FREE and
easy to join.
You can:



Relax with a good book, borrowing as many as
you would like



Always on the go? Download to your tablet,
e-reader, mobile phone from a range of eBooks,
eAudio, the latest eMagazines, eComics and read
online newspapers



Don’t know what to read next and too little time to
choose? Let us choose for you with our Order and
Collect service based on favourite genres and authors



Feel connected just by sitting and reading and
having a chat



Use the PCs and Wi-Fi and brush up on your
digital skills - help is at hand if you need it




RAF Perton – Archaeology exhibition

Find a quiet spot and sit and study

Perton Library is delighted to host an exhibition
created by the Archaeology in Mind group about their
excavations of the RAF Perton site in Bluebell Walk,
Perton during 2019 and 2020.
Discover Perton’s Second World War History and
explore what remains to be seen and the artefacts
that the team excavated.
Read a copy of the full report, look at maps, plans,
models and artefacts in this fascinating exhibition and
discover what else is still out there under our feet in
Perton.
Perton Library
5 October – 7 December
(Available to view during Library open hours)
Contact Perton Library on 01902 506050 for more
information.
The project was supported by Perton Library, Perton
Parish Council, South Staffordshire Council and
many local volunteers who helped clear the site for
the archaeologists.

Print and photocopy those important documents



Discover your story and use Ancestry and Find
My Past



Take part in activities and events and make new
friends
Find out about local groups, clubs, societies and
volunteering opportunities
And much more …
Just pop in and see us, visit
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Libraries/libraries.aspx
or find us on Facebook or Twitter and we’ll open your
eyes to a world of possibilities.
____________________
Scott Whitehouse | Stock Services and Activities Officer
Staffordshire Library and Arts Service
scott.whitehouse@staffordshire.gov.uk
www.staffordshire.gov.uk

FLANDERS FIELD
They died out there, just where they stood.
Now poppies bloom like a field of blood
As years go by the stories told
About these brave lads, who never grew old.
And so brave lads, we’d like to say
‘Thank you’ for giving us today
Barbara Peters

Barbara sent her poem, above, last year, and I said
I would publish it, this year, with the original
Flanders Fields by John McCrae. Ed

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

In Flanders
Fields
by John McCrae

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe,
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch, be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow, in Flanders fields.
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As I write this article, it looks increasingly likely that
life may have returned to being a bit more like it was
prior to the Covid-19 pandemic / lockdown(s).
Although we have met very regularly over Zoom, and
it has been invaluable in both keeping members in
touch and maintaining as many club activities as
possible, fellowship remains particularly important to
us. We were keen to return to meeting face-to-face
with a meal as soon as possible - and managed to do
so once we had reached “Freedom” Day. We are now
meeting in person on the first and third Wednesday
of each month and have relocated to a central
location within the village of Wombourne - at the
Tennis, Cricket and Bowls Club - which we are all
delighted about. We will remain holding virtual
Business meetings using Zoom on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each month. We have already
had a couple of guest speakers in August and
September - at one of these evenings with a meal.
We invited partners, friends, Inner Wheel members
and anyone who has helped us in the past, or would
simply be interested to find out what we do. Our
guest speakers included Member and Past President
Richard Garbett, who gave a moving talk on Changi
Prison, and another of our Past Presidents and wellknown local member of the community, Alan Peace.
He has recently completed his 1000km sponsored
“Walk All Over Cancer” in aid of Cancer Research
UK. We were delighted to present him with a cheque
for £250. We have already invited another Rotarian
from Solihull to one of our meetings in October. He has
been on a rail tour of Britain, fund-raising to heighten
awareness of APS. Antiphospholipid syndrome is an
autoimmune condition in which the blood tends to clot
too quickly. Early diagnosis saves lives.
If you are interested yourself in becoming a member
or would just would like to help out on one of our
projects then please have a look at our website,
Facebook page or contact us directly by email at:
RotarySedgleyandWombourne@gmail.com.
www.RotarySedgleyandWombourne.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary.Sedgley.Wombourne
A couple of our members (Tony Brown and Terry Wood)
attended a meeting of the Wombourne and District
Community Association in August to explore the
continued use of our Christmas Sleigh again this
December. I am pleased to say the response was
very positive and thanks go to Vicky Bratt who agreed
to Chair a Volunteer Group to examine the logistics of
enabling this to go ahead.
We know how much we rely upon charities, whose
ability to fundraise has been devastated by the recent
pandemic. Subsequently, we have also recently
made four further £250 donations to charities whose
good work has been even more in demand during the
past year or so. I am sure we are all acutely aware
of the work that both Macmillan Cancer Support and
the Alzheimer’s Society undertake, but we also

supported The Buddy Bag Foundation and Shelter
Box, both of whom you may not be quite so familiar with.
The Buddy
Bag
Foundation
was
founded in
2015 to
help make a difference to children entering
emergency care. Forty-eight thousand children
require emergency care every year in the UK. They
supply these children with a Buddy Bag containing
essential items to help restore a sense of comfort and
love. The foundation is run by a team of volunteers
and ambassadors, so that 100% of the money they
raise goes to the cause. Their Buddy Bag Brigades
provide a unique opportunity for volunteers to get
hands-on and support the cause. A Buddy Bag is a
backpack that contains all the essential items a child
may need. They include toiletries, pyjamas, socks
and underwear, in addition to comfort items such as a
book and a teddy bear. It is something a child can
call their own, no matter where they go. Buddy Bags
are tailored to suit babies, children and young people
according to age groups and gender.

Having somewhere dry and warm to sleep, to prepare
meals and be with your family is vital for starting the
long process of rebuilding your life. ShelterBox
Teams work with disaster-hit families around the
world, offering emergency shelter and other essential
items to support them in rebuilding their lives. They
have adapted how they work as coronavirus creates
a whole new level of risk for vulnerable families who
have lost their homes.
Right now, there are over 113 million people forced
from their homes by disaster and conflict. Many will
have limited access to shelter, healthcare, water,
food, and ways to earn a living, leaving them even
more vulnerable to diseases like coronavirus.
It is an unprecedented global humanitarian
emergency and is creating more danger for many of
the world’s most vulnerable people.
Best wishes,
Rtn Alan Jasper, Club President 2021/22
rotarysedleyandwombourne@gmail.com
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST FROM THE
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021 ISSUE OF GRAPEVINE
(which was unable to be issued through illness)

Froghoppers and Cuckoo Spit!

Helping Hedgehogs
Hedgehogs need our
help; numbers have
declined in the last few
decades, and
churchyards can really
help them, providing a
place to nest, feed or
hibernate. a place to
nest, feed or hibernate.
Nocturnal in their habits, hedgehogs will travel 1 or 2
miles every night with a home range of about 40 acres.
They cover this foraging for food, looking for invertebrates
such as slugs, snails, worms, beetles and also carrion
and fallen fruit. Hedgehogs breed between May until as
late as September with 2 to 6 hoglets in a litter. The
young stay in the nest for about 4 weeks, then they begin
to go on night-time foraging trips with their mother.
Shortly after this the young become independent and are
often seen on their own in late summer and early autumn
as a result.
Hedgehogs hibernate from late autumn onwards in a nest
made from old dry leaves, grass and other vegetation.
This looks a bit like a leaf football and may be at the base
of a hedge, in a compost heap, amongst tree roots or
under piles of logs.
You can help hedgehogs in many ways:


Make it easy for them to move through your
churchyard. Trying to shut them in to keep them
safe, usually results in shutting them out, or
causing them to spend time, and energy, climbing
barriers. Make it easy for them to move around
too - put up ramps out of drains or other steepsided drops.



Long grass, dead wood, the base of stone walls,
compost heaps, and leaf litter, are all excellent
hedgehog larders, full of invertebrates. Don’t be
too tidy in these areas, and pile up any deadwood
in a shady spot.



Be aware of hibernating hedgehogs looking like a
leaf football. Be careful with sharp tools,
particularly brush cutters, and never leave a bonfire
pile overnight before lighting it, in case a hedgehog
has crawled into it.



Avoid chemicals, such as slug pellets and wood
preservers, unless known to be non-toxic to
mammals.
You are unlikely to see a hedgehog in the churchyard but
look out for their droppings which are almost black in
colour and can contain shiny beetle parts.
All the best, Harriet Carty

-

Have you ever
wondered what
makes the white,
frothy clumps of
bubbles that you
sometimes see on
plants during the
summer? Known
as Cuckoo spit,
Frog spit or Snake
spit this is not
actually spittle at
all, but is produced by juvenile Froghoppers or
Spittlebugs. The larva feeds on plant sap and
much of the liquid passes through its little body
and out again, under pressure.
The grub blows a little air into the sticky sap
and it bubbles up to form the clump of bubbles.
These bubbles provide excellent protection for
the growing bug, insulating it from changes in
temperature and from drying out. It is also a
deterrent against predators. If you look inside the
protecting bubbles you will find a single young
froghopper, pale green like the plant on which it
feeds.
Adult
Froghoppers
have a different
system for
avoiding
predation, as
their name
suggests, they hop, sometimes jumping up to
70cm vertically, over 100 times their own length
of between 5 and 7mm! They are often brown
in colour, and thought to look a little like frogs.
Churchyards and cemeteries can hold a wide
range of insect species, in part because of the
lack of insecticides used. Most burial grounds
have changed little over the decades and
centuries, and this has allowed a wide range of
insect species to build up. It is not uncommon
for entomologists to find rarities in these special
places. You can help insects by having
differently managed areas within your
churchyard. How about some short grass for
solitary bees and wasps, longer grass for bees,
butterflies and froghoppers and also an area of
coarse or tussocky grass and plants such as
cow parsley, perhaps against a hedge or wall.
This will provide overwintering places for all
sorts of animals as well as insects.

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor
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-

harriet@cfga.org.uk,

JOHN PIKE CATCHES UP WITH COUNCILLOR BARRY BOND MBE
JP
Congratulations Barry on your award, richly
deserved and long overdue. What was your
immediate reaction when you heard the news?
BB
I was very surprised but also very delighted.
First news of this came through an email with a
strict embargo on it.
JP
You got this award for services to education.
Can you expand on that?
BB
Where do I start. Green Park Special School
at Bilston has taken up many years of my life. I have
been Chairman of Governors there for the past 19 years
and for the past 7 of those I have been a designated
National Leader of Governance.
JP
For many years you have served on Wombourne
Parish Council, twice as Chairman, and also served
on the South Staffs District Council at Codsall where
you are currently Chairman of the Standards and
Resources Committee. With this workload, what do
you do to relax?
BB
Taking my dog for a walk three times a day is
a start. I love the theatre and find that very relaxing.
When time permits I enjoy cartoon books with my
favourite one being Rupert.
JP
You are also involved with the Prince’s Trust.
How did that come about?
BB
20 years ago I became a volunteer mentor of
the Trust and that involved me helping young people
to start up in the business world. For a number of
those years I was a Judge for the Annual Regional
Prince’s Trust Awards.
JP
I know you have been involved with schools
and special need groups in Wombourne. Some
details on that please.
BB
In 2008 I became a Governor of Westfield
School and four years later became Vice Chair. On
the special needs side I have been involved with
High Flyers, WINGS and KOSSMIC (Kids in South
Staffordshire Making It Count). High Flyers provide
education activities and social stimulus for young
adults while WINGS provide support for families of
young children. KOSSMIC also do a good job by
providing activities for children of all ages during the
summer holidays. Some years ago I was heavily

involved with Brookside when we used to take the
children on holiday abroad and organise their Summer
Fayre. May Goodenough, who was in charge of the
home, became a very good friend.
JP
Sadly your wife Mary passed away two years
ago but I know she would have been very proud of
you getting this award. I also know she helped you
in so many different ways. Name a few please.
BB
Mary was a great fundraiser for Green Park
Special School and in total that must have been
several thousand pounds. In my political life as
Chairman of South Staffs Conservative Party, and
also Chair of the Wombourne branch, she was an
enormous help in many ways.
JP
What is your sporting interest?
BB
In my younger days I played a lot of table
tennis, tennis, and cricket. My lasting memory of a
cricket match at Old Hill was when the former Test
player, Basil D’Oliveira saw me hit a six. Watching
cricket, my favourite two grounds are New Road at
Worcester and locally, Worfield. For a number of
years my brother and I had season tickets at the
Wolves.
JP
What sort of music do you like?
BB
Nearly everything with the exception of Country
and Western. I like live music better than recorded
but anything from classical to jazz is fine.
JP
What is your favourite film and what meal do
you like best?
BB
I have several favourite films. Sunset Boulevard,
Some like it Hot, Midnight Cowboy, Dr Zhivago and
The Lady and the Tramp. I like all food but my special
memory of the best meal was at a Tai Restaurant in
Bangkok.
JP
At this early stage do you know when and
where the Investiture will be.
BB. No. The investitures have been suspended
because of the virus and when it starts again it is only
likely to be a third of the normal numbers at a time.
JP
Finally. Councillor Barry Bond MBE I know
you could have added so much more to the above,
but for now, thank you for talking to Grapevine.

MBE AT WORK

Many Congratulations Barry on your well-deserved award, from all your friends on the Grapevine Editorial Committee,
and we are sure from everyone in Wombourne who knows you and your dedication to everything you undertake.
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KINGSWAY CHURCH
or the rising levels of
persecution against the
church in countries like
China and India.
But despite all, we preach a message of hope. We
believe that this world owes its origin not to cosmic
accident but divine purpose, and that its future lies in
divine redemption, not man-made chaos. As Paul
tells his readers in Corinth, “Therefore, my brothers
and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourself to the work of the Lord, because
you know your labour in the Lord is not in vain” (NIV)
Arthur Butler, Kingsway Church

A New Beginning
I missed the first service at Kingsway since lockdown.
We were away in Llandudno which was lovely but not
the same without its choirs. Pastor Deb’s word was
about “We’re coming home!” which was appropriate
as, like many churches, we are not just re-opening
but seeing it as a new beginning.
Sixteen months has seemed like a long time, but in
biblical terms it’s quite a small interruption. The exile
of Israel to Babylon described at the end of the Old
Testament lasted 70 years, and the new beginning
was the subject of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.
The first describes the rebuilding of the temple which
had priority in Jewish thinking. Nehemiah oversaw
the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem to restore it
as a secure and functioning community. The
inauguration of the new temple,
after 70 years, was marked with
great rejoicing, with music,
singing, and no facemasks!
So Kingsway celebrations after
16 months were more muted,
but none the less real.
But we do feel we are making a
new beginning, not just starting
again. There are losses, because
Covid has taken its toll and
familiar and loved members are
missing. The anxieties of
lockdown, and the knowledge
that the virus is here to stay,
have altered our perspectives
and priorities. It’s been a sad
time and the future is uncertain,
but Psalm 126 tells us that
“those who go out weeping,
carrying seeds to sow, will
come again with songs of joy,
carrying sheaves with them.”
The sowing has continued with
on-line Alpha courses leading
to new Christians hoping to join
us. It’s been a time for all of us
to reset our lives, and a number
of families seem minded to
make Kingsway their spiritual
home.
There is a feeling of expectation
as we have started to meet
again. Already much of the
children’s work and youth work
has been able function within
the building, albeit with limitations.
I do not wish to play down the
difficulties facing us all, as a
nation or a world. We give
thanks for the success of our
vaccine programme at home,
but must not shut our eyes to
the plight of poorer nations.
Nor can we ignore our country’s
continuing retreat from values
based on Biblical Christianity,

Friendly Faces - information from Jon & Judy Tiley, members
of Kingsway Church - no more information to date, but contact
Sarah 01902 892781 or Jon and Judy 07309 762115
for more up-to-date information

NOW OPEN

Every Friday afternoon
In the South Lounge at
Wombourne Community Centre
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THE1000km STROLL
For the first eight
days of the trip I
was hardly ever
dry as the weather
was atrocious with
strong winds and
horizontal rain.
The conditions
were so bad that
on 21 May, when I should have rounded the headland
at Bull Point, my 60 years of experience of going to the
mountains told me that it would be far too dangerous
so I cut across the headland. Foam off the sea that
day was being blown over 100m inland by the wind.

On 18 May I
left Minehead
in Somerset at
0900hrs on an
amazing
adventure.
I was walking the entire 1000km length (that’s 630
miles in real money!) of the South West Coast Path to
Poole in Dorset. The path is the longest of the National
Trails and I back-packed the whole way, completing
the journey in 51 days, walking using a mixture of
wild camping, camp sites and b&b’s.
The SWCP is a little more than a stroll though, as in
addition to the mileage, it also involves over 35,000m
of “up” and a corresponding amount of “down” as you
constantly go from sea level to high cliffs and down again.
Along the way I met some wonderful people such as
Fergal who was walking a section of the path complete
with his digeridoo which he played for me just outside
Tintagel. At Plymouth a chance encounter with a
resident called Chris led to
spending one and a half
hours in his unbelievable
garden. He had the most
eclectic collection of
miscellaneous items I have
ever seen. There were two
hand reared sheep who each
had their own armchair to lie
in; two “thunderboxes”; a
1920’s MG sports car; a
1910 motorcycle and a fully
equipped bar in a shed!
Outside his front door was an
old ship’s cannon emblazoned with the legend “No
junk mail” around the muzzle! Wouldn’t we all like to
deal with junk mail that way. These were just a few of
the things he had.
Spending so much time with him (in his bar!) did give
me a problem as it meant that I missed a vital ferry a
few miles further on, which in turn meant I missed the
two hour window for fording the next river where
there is no bridge or ferry - but it was worth it to be
able to spend time with such a fascinating character.

There were too many adventures within this trip to list
here but I was in the St Ives area on the lead up to
and during the G7 conference. That was entertaining
with sections of the coast completely sealed off and
some 6,500 extra police drafted in. (I spent a lot of
time trying to avoid being arrested!) Those police
had to be accommodated and one way that was
achieved was to use a huge cruise ferry ship, moored
in Falmouth harbour, which had been brought down
from Tallin in the Baltic - yet there were redundant
British cruise liners anchored in every bay on the
south coast. I saw over thirty in total.
Waiting to greet me at the finish of my epic trek were
my base camp manager, my logistics manager, my
p.a., and my press officer, (roles all held by Debbie!)
together with four year old grandson Ralph which was
great.
This trip in addition to being an adventure for me was
a fund-raiser for Cancer Research UK and as I write
this it has raised (excluding gift aid) almost £4000.
People can still donate by texting ALAN3 to donate
£3, ALAN5 to donate £5 or ALAN10 to donate £10.
You can also sponsor me at: https://
fundraisecancerresearchuk.org/page/alans-givingpage-182
(If you are a tax payer and use this, by gift aiding your
donation CRUK can claim back the tax you will have
paid.) You can also see a three minute video about
my story made by Cancer Research UK at alan
peace cancer news.
Alan Peace

Because I had a large poster on the back of my
rucksack saying what I was doing, people kept giving
me cash donations such as one wonderful couple
who were so taken with my story that they each
sponsored me for £100, and another family with three
children who were asking me very intelligent questions
about the trip and who donated £50.
Whilst the trip was a fund raiser for CRUK, it actually
turned into a survey of every coffee shop in the south
west as a learned that by sitting with my poster in full
view, people would come and ask me about it. (If you
haven’t read about the origins of this trip just enter
“alan peace cancer news” into a search engine for a
three minute video about it.
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WOMBOURNE U R C
We reopened our doors on Sunday 23 May, having been closed for the
first half of the year. On 30 May, we were delighted to welcome to the
pulpit Mrs Hayley Edmondson (nee Jones), who grew up in our Church.
She now lives in the Lake District and has recently been accepted into
the Methodist ministry. She starts her training in September and we
send her our congratulations and best wishes as she embarks on this new
stage of her life. We are proud that she began her journey on this path with
us and will be watching her progress with interest.
Because we do not have a minister at present - Rev Nadene Snyman left at the end of 2018 - we are dependent
on the ministers and lay preachers who kindly agree to lead worship each week, and we are very grateful to them.
The search for a minister for our Church and the others in the Smestow and Penn pastorate is ongoing. I am
sure there will be a few more twists and turns and ups and downs before the situation is resolved satisfactorily for
all. The problem of the vacancy is a little more complex currently, as there is a shortage of people entering the
ministry, and some reorganisation may be necessary to accommodate all the churches who are in need of
someone to lead them.
It seems to me though, that our lack of a permanent minister is not a new phenomenon. We have had many
short periods in the recent past when we have not had a minister, and looking further back into the history of
Wombourne URC, although the Church was established in 1850 (it was known as Wombourne Congregational
Church then), there was not a permanent minister installed here until 1951.
I have discovered this by reading a book written by the late Derek Thomas MA BSC (Econ) PhD, entitled “A
Survey of Dissent in England with particular reference to Wombourne Congregational Church”. Derek was a
friend of my late father, whose line drawing of our Church features on the front cover. In the book (and above),
Derek talks about the founding of Queen Street Congregational Church in Wolverhampton in 1813. The Church
quickly grew, supported by the influential Mander family, and in September 1823 it appointed a new minister Rev John Roaf. He was young and enthusiastic and set up preaching stations around the town and its suburbs,
including Heath Town, Wall Heath and Wombourne. He also established a staff of lay preachers who went out to
these places, usually on foot, to take services. Twenty-five years later, in 1850, land was bought for Wombourne
Chapel and in 1851 the building was completed, but no minister installed. By the beginning of the twentieth
century, Wombourne, and the other branch churches of Queen Street, were serviced by a band of lay preachers
which numbered twenty-two.
By 1929, in addition to the minister at Queen Street, two assistant ministers served the branch churches at
Tettenhall Wood and Heath Town, and the other six branches, which included Wombourne, were supervised by
lay superintendents and served by 20 lay preachers. This practice continued until the Second World War.
After the war however, the relationship between Queen Street and the branch churches changed. Due to the
restrictions and difficulties experienced during the war years, the smaller churches had become used to managing
their own affairs to such an extent that Queen Street began to think about setting them up as separate selfgoverning churches. This is how Wombourne was able to call Rev Raymond Porter to be its first full-time
minister in 1951 and it became fully independent of Queen Street in 1955.
It is interesting to view current changes to the fortunes of our local churches in the light of their wider history. I
will keep you informed of any new developments as they occur. If anyone would like to read Derek’s book,
please contact me on 07816751806 or louisewhatton@aol.com. I will be pleased to give you a copy in return for
a small donation to Church funds.
Louise Whatton
Notice in local newspaper: Wedding dress for
sale. Worn once by mistake
Did you hear about the self-help group for compulsive
talkers? It’s called On & On Anon

With the exception of world unrest, nothing breaks out
in more places than an old garden hose
A good test of blood pressure is to watch someone
being liberal with the money he owes you

It seems that those who have hobbies rarely go
crazy. But what about those of us who have to live
with those who have hobbies?

Bread is a lot like the sun. It rises in the yeast and

sets in the waist.

Christian Aid Week - May 2021
Wombourne Group received £1269 from the village and
others donated on-line directly to Christian Aid.
On behalf of Wombourne Christian Aid Committee, it only
remains to say a BIG THANK YOU to all the people who have
given time, effort and money to make the 2021 campaign a
success.
Maria Williams, Treasurer
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CHURCH WIVES WEEK-END TRIP - JUNE 2021
stable. “Right” he said, “you walk down a steep slope then
another slope of sand and then you have to walk the plank”
- at this point we thought he was pulling our leg (excuse the
pun). We will give it a go we cried.

On Friday 11 June we finally got together after such a long
time, and are now on our way to Tenby.
Our coach driver, Chris, is friendly and interesting and I can
only think that when he looks down the coach and sees us
with our masks on, having to stick to Covid rules, we looked
like a bunch of bank robbers.

We were met by a very tanned young man who Gill said
looked like a real-life pirate. Everyone laughed. He took a
real shine to Gill and helped her walk the plank. The
speedboat started off slow then whoosh we fled - I held on
to my hat then Gill’s curls were gone.

We had a welcome break in the market town of Landrindod
Wells - the Welsh water certainly makes a lovely cup of tea.
Chris explained that a famous antique store was nearby …
Gill shouts up there are a few of us on here too, making us
giggle.

We had a fantastic view of the seals and seabirds but alas
no puffins. So that’s got to be another visit. The jelly fish
floated nearby, the sea sparkled the sky was blue we could
have been anywhere in the world.

We organised a raffle with 6 prizes to break the journey on
the way, see photos, and would distribute the prizes on our
return journey.

It was just so beautiful as we disembarked Gill said to the
pirate that he had got the best office to work from (his
boat).

It was misty as we went along but we arrived at the
Clarence House Hotel, Tenby, with the sea glistening and
the sky as blue as can be. We were blessed with the
weather, both then and during the whole week-end.

On Sunday morning we said goodbye to Tenby and headed
home with another welcome break in Hereford. It was
quiet and serene. We enjoyed the stunning architecture of
the Cathedral - then we had lunch at the Hereford on Broad
Street. A quick glimpse of their Ballroom, Anton Du Beke
would have felt at home it looked so magical.

Our hotel provided us with the best sleep in ages waking up
fresh as a daisy and after breakfast we headed to Tenby
town alongside the 13th century walled town and through
the arches.

Chris our driver did the raffle draw and we had fun
distributing the prizes on our way home.

We sampled the ice-cream at the parlour and sat listening
to the street busker and the chimes of St Mary’s Church
clock, before we headed back to the hotel for a prearranged luncheon.

I would like to thank everyone who participated in the raffle.
We had raised £100 for patients at Snowdrop Chemo Unit
at Newcross.Hospital. and made packs up for the men and
women patients there.

The meals were excellent and yummy, after lunch I paddled
in the sea but forgot my bucket and spade, so we then
decided to get a taxi to the Harbour and book the Seal
Safari Speedboat.

We left our coach with wonderful memories and thanked
Pat Roberts for another well-planned weekend
Where next we wonder - let’s get packing!

On arrival at the harbour, Tony Brown our taxi driver, said,
“just a minute”, got out the car and spoke to the Ticket Lady
thinking it may be a bit much for our land legs not being

Gill Sallis and Susan Smith

Hereford
Cathedral

To the Son
Most gracious Son, may your teaching dispel the darkness of ignorance in our mind, and may your commands be beacons
of light showing us the path to peace. And as we walk on that path, may we find your footprints on the ground, that we
may place our own feet where you have trodden. We believe that you will strengthen our limbs when they grow weary, and
raise our spirits when they become heavy, because nothing gives you greater pleasure than watching us follow the way of
salvation. We pray that you will always be our friend and our guide, and so bring us to your Father’s heavenly kingdom.
A Prayer of Erasmus, 1469–1536 – most renowned scholar of his age.
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‘BISHOP’S LETTER’
Who do you say I am?
By Revd Dr Jeanette Hartwell, Vocations and Training Team Lead
Vocations are never formed in isolation. In the Vocations
and Training Team we come alongside people as they
discern their calling and in the case of those exploring
ordination and lay licensed ministry we represent, alongside
an individual’s local community, the wider body of Christ in
which the individual stands before God in the discernment
of who is to be sent (Isaiah 6:8). The question of ‘who do
people say that I am’ is writ large over the work that we
undertake within the team, and our starting point has to be
in discipleship. There is something in exploring our
vocations about the need to remain open to the Spirit at
work and that may come from surprising quarters. There is
something about the need to remain open to the ways in
which God speaks through others to affirm or to challenge.
At its heart preparing for any form of ministry, living out our
vocation, is about the qualities we inhabit as disciples of
Christ; how open we might be to the working of the Holy
Spirit in our lives and in the lives of others. It’s an ongoing
process. Our vocations may change as we grow in
discipleship, and the gifts that God has equipped us with for
God’s service grow and develop over time. That is what
makes it such a joy!

July sees a new intake of curates begin their ministry,
and a time for all to check up on how we serve our
communities, churches and God:
At the end of June we celebrated the ordinations of
deacons at Lichfield Cathedral and the ordination of priests
in churches throughout the diocese. At the same time, we
are busy in the Vocations and Training Team thinking about
and preparing for all those who will begin training for
ministry, both lay and ordained, in the coming months. At
the heart of all we do is the question “who do you say I
am?” which Jesus asks in the three synoptic gospels
(Matthew 16:13-16, Mark 8:27-29, and Luke 9:18-20).
The last 15 months have been, for many of us, a period of
self-discovery. We may have rediscovered our strengths
and our weaknesses or a new reliance on God and God’s
unbounding love for us; we may have been astounded at
our resourcefulness and adaptability, learning new skills
and courageously finding new ways of being Church. We
may also have found moments of stillness where we have
wondered what God is calling us to do and be.
Alongside this we have perhaps also rediscovered what it
means to be part of community; as the old saying goes
‘absence makes the heart grow fonder’.

Find out more about the many kinds of vocation and training in the Church of England via
www.lichfield.anglican.org/vocations-and-training/
or the team’s Facebook page, http://facebook.com/Lichfieldvocations
Before setting off on a business trip to Birmingham, I called
the hotel where I’d be staying to see if they had a gym. The
hotel receptionist’s sigh had a tinge of exasperation in it when
she answered.
“We have over 100 guests at this facility,” she said. “Does
this ‘Jim’ have a last name?”

HIMLEY NEWS
Congratulations to
Jeremy Jeavons (Jez), a
member of St Michael’s
Church, Himley, who
successfully completed
the ‘National Three Peaks
Challenge’ on 12 June.

Wombourne Parish Council
Is proud to present

This consists of climbing the three highest mountains
in Scotland, England and Wales (Ben Nevis, Scafell
Pike and Snowdon), in a 24-hour period.
Jeremy did the challenge in aid of ‘Ava’s Angels’, a
children’s charity which supports families with sick
children at Birmingham Children’s Hospital Intensive
Care Unit.

For one night only!
Adults £8
Children £5

So far he has raised £640, plus gift aid of £127.50,
which far exceeds his original aim to raise £250.
He said it was the hardest thing he had ever done,
but very worthwhile.

Saturday
4 December
at 6.15 pm
Pre-purchased tickets
only

WELL DONE JEZ!

Wombourne Civic Centre Gravel Hill
Wombourne WV5 9HA

Your friends and family are very proud of you!

Buy your tickets from the Parish Council Office (open
Monday-Friday 8.30 am to 5.00 pm)

Olwyn C
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